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ADVERTISEMENT. 

ON the publication of a work of this nature^ 
fomething may be expefted by way of prelude. 
If the plaudit of the public is not to be purchafed, 
their indulgence may poflibly be fecured. But nei- 
ther of thefe motives has influenced the author to 
trefpafs upon their time. He would deprecate their 
pardon, not for having given birth to this produdion, 
but for havmg introduced it iunnaiurcly to the ob- 
fervation of the public. What little polifh would the 
clofe application of two years throw upon a body of 
this magnitude ! And yet, amid a variety of other avo- 
cations, two years only has the author been allowed to 
tranfcribe, correO:, and finifh it. He fays, allowed, 
as neceffity prefcribes the term, and his duty calls 
him to a diftant part of the globe, to perform other 
engagements, to pay other debts, than what the defire 
of pleafing prompts, or the love of fame exads from 
him. 

Under this convidtion, therefore, he waits filently 
the probe of criticifm. But the candid critic, like 
the fkilful furgeon, is fparing of the knife, and, but 
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in defperate cafes, is inclined to proceed to extremi* 
ties. Into fuch hands it may be the lot of the author 
to fall. Where the eye takes nwre delight in beauty 
than in deformity, where the difpofition is more ^t 
to praife than to cenfure, no doubts could deter an 
author from appearing at the bar of criticifm. In a 
defcription of countries little travelled, and o£ men 
little known, there may pofllbly be miilakes that have 
arifen from mifinformation, or even mifconceptton of 
things. In a detail of adventures committed often to 
paper in moments of peri) and diftrefs, there may, 
indeed, be a repetition of fentiment, and fometimes a 

COntradic^on of nplttiono Wf«rc a<iT-ane«d, which thc 

greateft attention, during a two years revifal, has not 
been able to corredl. But if impartiality has uni- 
formly directed his pencil, and his pidures arc not 
even fo highly coloured as nature would have per- 
mitted ; if he has rather confulted the public amufe- 
ment, than the gratification of his own vanity, this 
early publication^ with all its imperfeAions, will not 
want an advocate among the literatim 

And here he was about to congratulate himfelfott 
having gained lb eflential a point. To the private 
approbation of Mr. Reed of Staples-Inn„ was the 
author confirmed in the hope of fuccefs, and to his 
open recommendation of this work to fome who knew 
the value of Mr. Reed's judgment,, the reader, pro- 
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bably, owes that it is now fubmittcd to his view. To 
the friendfliip of Mr. Braithwaite of the Poft-Office, 
he may place this, and other material helps he has 
experienced in the courfe of publication. But he 
ihould afk thefe gentlemen's forgivencfs, for involving 
them in a queftion, where their names are ufed lefs 
to their advantage than to that of the author. 

It behoves him to fay a word or two on the head of 
the Plates. His knowledge of drawing is fo confined, 
that more than a fketch of the places through which 
he paiTed, exceeded the author's art. The antiquities 
of Egypt have given employment to the pencils of a 
Norden and a Pococke, and were not to be expeded 
from the title of thefe travels. But drawings of par- 
ticular fcenes, in which he was engaged, and repre- 
fentations of the fingular cuftoms of the country, 
would have brought them forward to the reader's eye. 
He muft ever lament the deficiency of his work in 
this refpe<a : but he is happy at the fame time to ob- 
ferve, that there is a remedy at hand, for thofe who 
delight in novel piAurcs. The reputation of Mr. 
Dalton, his Majefty's antiquarian, was eftablifhed by 
the work which he produced in 1752, confifting of 
plates of various antiquities in Greece and Egypt, 
The connoifieurs, therefore, are not likely to be dif- 
appointed in the Supplement to that work, which Mr. 

b Dalton 
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Dalton is about to publifh. The de!(igns which re- 
late to Egypt, obtained as they muft have been with 
great difficulty, and executed as they are with great 
fpirit, will prove fuch an elucidation to his labors, 
that the author muft beg Mr. Dalton's pardon, if he 
prefumes to recommend thofe defigns to the reader, 
which are fo peculiarly adapted to this work, that 
nothing but its unworthinefs fhould divide them from 
each other. 

He has but one thing more to add, which concern* 
the companions of his travels. To the two gentle- 
men who accompanied him to Europe, he trufts an 
apology is needlefs, as they will readily acquit him 
of a defign to pay any but a proper tribute to their 
charaders. By the other perfon, whom the hand of 
mifchance feparated from their company, he would 
wifh to be underftood. The circumftances which 
produced that (eparation (hould have been buried in 
oblivion, had not a regard for his own honor obliged 
the author to place the intentions of his companions 
and himfelf in their true light. The narrative of that 
affair — as it appears in this work — was figned by Major 
.Henry Alexander, Mr. Anthony Hammond, and the au- 
thor, and tranfmitted to India at the time. The paper 
may have mifcarried, but the parties are alive to teftify 
the fad. All that delicacy and humanity could fug- 
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geft| has been obferved on the occafion. The name 
of the unhappy perfon is fuppreffed, and felf-rindica- 
tion alone could have induced him to revive ^ fub- 
jed, which more nearly affeded the author and 
his companions, than all their fubfequent misfor- 
tunes ! 

To conclude. Were books, any more than men, 
to be judged only by their good intentions—r-were no 
regard to be paid to the figure which they make in 
the world — this work would have a better chance to 
maintain its ground. But as there are other points to 
be confidered ; as truth can only be rendered effica- 
cious in an amiable drefs, and as the jufleft defcrip- 
tions muft be diigraced by inelegant language, the 
author cannot diveil himfelf of certain fenfations, 
which muft diflurb the firmeft mind, on the eve of 
committing its thoughts to the difcuffion of the 
public. 
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LETTER L 

M A D A M« 

WE RE ability fubfervient to inclination, were the efibrts 
of the heart to be feconded by the efforts of the ima- 
gination, I (hould with lefs fcruple begin upon the 
tafk which you have allotted me. But the feas which I have 
paiied, and the fands which. I have wandered over, appear now 
to have been fraught with lefs danger than the adventure I am 
about to engage in. Once launched into the Utenfty world, 
what has not a poor author to fear from the blafts of ridicule, 
and the rocks of envy 1 But as the want of an oftentatious dif* 
play has fecured my footfteps from the afSiult of the wild Arab, 
fo may I hope, that the modefty of my preteniiohs may prove 
my paffport through the wafte of criticifiil. Happy at all events, 
in the prolpeft of your influence, to proteft the ftrain that is 
guided by truth, and owes its exiftencc to the commands of 
friendfhip, 
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The occurrences of our voyage from Madras to Mocha, are 
J ike the generality of fea- affairs, too trivial to become intereff- 
ing, and too unvaried to afford amufement. Since the fables of 
the ancients have been banifhed our creed, a modem voyager 
finds it difficult to diverfify or embellifh his journal. Neptune 
ceafes to afTert his empire over the waves, and Amphitrite no 
longer Ikims the furface of the deep, feated in a coral chariot 
drawn by Mermaids, and furrounded by a choir of mufical 
Nereids. A ftorm therefore lofes the majefly which a Divinity 
would give it; and our calms are really dull, for want of the 
company of fuch a beautiful Goddefs. I queftion whether the 
voyage of iEneas, if deprived of thefe fi6titious ornaments^ 
would not become equally infipid with thofe publiftied by recent 
difcoverers, whofe heroes vifited people more ftrange, and feas: 
more remote than ^neas, and encountered gulphs far more dan- 
gerous than Scylla or Charybdis ! 

There was nothing remarkable in our pafTage to Mocha> bat 
the length of it. We were above eight weeks in effefting a. 
paflage, which frequently requires but three. The latenefs of the 
feafon made us apprehenfive of delays, but not the continual 
aics we met with. At feveral . periods we thought of nothing, 
Icfs than of getting to Suez by watej:. My fellow-travellers and. 
ihyfelf were, howqver, reiblved to profecute our journey by 
land, fhould the fnow Adventure reach any port in the Red- 
Sea. But the fight of land prefented us with better prbf- 
^^^ pe£ts. 

A ^ We had biecn two-and-forty days in croffing the wide ocean 

/ ^ which divides India from Africa^ when on the 31ft of March 

///At ///i^^*-^<we faw indiftin6Uy the ifland of Socotra, which lies about 

*y ^^,r /y 35 leagues from the main. On the 2d of April we made Cape 

^ / ^ ^ v/J/ Guardafoy, which is a prodigious mountainous and craggy 

I ,^ ' ' //-^ Ihore. From hence wc ftood over to the coaft of Arabia, and 

' / V / ^y 
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by an eafterly currcht, were driven fo far towards the ocean, 
that it was the 6th before we paft Cape Aden. Here the re- 
mains of a Portuguefe fort are ftill vifible, which is an humi- 
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liating monument of their former fuperiority in thefe parts, ^ ^ < y 

On the 9th we ran through the ftraits of Babelmandel, with a ^ iyvy^yt ^' — 
fine gale, which, joined to a ftrong current, fet us through in ^ ^ 
a quarter of an hour. There is a very ugly fea in thefe ftraits, 
and they being the ufual entrance into the Red-Sea, I have 
annexed a plate of them, which was drawn upon the fpot^ 
Veflels may pafs to the weftward of the ifland, but this is at-f 
tended with danger. The gale encreaied to fuch a degree, that 
we were fain to run under the land at noon, in a bay about 
half-way between the ftraits and Mocha. Here we rode out 
a very violent ftorm, and thought ourfelves lucky in being fo 
well ftieltered from the fury of it. The wind abated a little at 
^ay-break on the loth, when we weighed and flood for Mocha. ^ 
Though ftill boifterous, the wind was fortunately fair, and //'-- J/ , 
we were riot many hours in running the diftance. At twelve )0 (^/^'' •^7/- 
o'clock we dropped our anchor in Mocha road, but were obliged Jl) 
to wait until the weather moderated, before we ventured to de- 
bark. The month of April was advanced, but we went afhore 
at Mocha the fame evening, in fiuU confidence of being agreeably 
accommodated to Suez, on board the Adventure. We looked 
only upon the brighter fide of the peripe6tive ; as the difficulties 
and dangers annexed to a journey of 1 1 or 1200 miles by land, 
along a barren and baibarous coaft, could afford us no very 
pleafing reflections: 

Mocha, the ancient capital of Arabia Felix, is fituated upon a 
iandy foil, about 12 leagues from the ftraits of Babelman- 
del, and in the latitude of 13* 15' north. This city is of 
great antiquity, and difplays a very handfome appearance to- 
wards the i^. . But its beauty will not bear a clofe inipe£lion. 

B 2 Like 
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Like the deformities which are fo frequently difcovered beneath 
a fair exterior, the infide of its buildings is by no means an- 
fwerable to the expeftations which they raife. To furvey the 
defart on which it ftands, a ftranger muft be furprized at the 
plenty which reigns in the markets. There is not a tree within 
ken, that produces any fruit, but the date, or herbage of any 
kind, to fupport the cattle which are daily expofed for fale. 
But to the fimplicity of the Arabian manners this circumftance 
is to be attributed. Where the natives are content with the 
coarfeft food that a country produces, it is no wonder that the 
more .delicate viands are readily procured, by the few Europeans 
who viftt their fhores. And indeed, when we are informed that 
the fheep which are fold here, are all brought from the oppoiite 
coaft of AbyfGnia, and the flmpleft vegetable, at no lefs a dif- 
tince than fifteen miles from Mocha, conjefture would lofc itfelf 
in accounting for fuch plenty, were a clue not given to unravel 
the myftery. 

Mocha is blinder the authority of a governor, as the Imaun, 
who unites^ the offices of high-prieft and king of Arabia Felix, 
always refides at Sennaa, a city about ten days journey from 
hence,. delightfully fituated in a valley, with which this moun-* 
tainous country abounds. The Turks have loft the influence 
which they formerly polfef&d in this kingdom. They feem 
contents at prefent, to receive their proportion of the duties of 
the other provinees^ of Arabia, without pretending to exert the 
arbitrary fway, which marks their government in the diftri£ls 
that are more immediately within the reach of their arms. There 
is one privilege tiiat tli^ Imaua claims here, which cuftom has 
rendered familiar to the fubjefls <^ a defpotic ftate,. however c^- 
preffive it may appear to the ideas of aa European. He haa 
an indifputable property in all horfe-flefh. So that if a ftranger 
takes a liking to an horie^ it i& of no conie^uenoe to wh(»n 

it 
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it belongs, provided he be content to pay the price, which the 
governor may fix on it in the name of his matter. But the 
owner is feldom expofed to the mortification of being obliged ta 
part with his property : the value of the bead, however beau-- 
tiful it may be, feldom proving in the leaft adequate to the price 
which is demanded for it. 

In their horfes the chief pleafinre and pride of the Arabs 
confift. Pampered to an excefs that renders them fitter for 
fhew than ufe, they ftand in the ftable, or are picketted at the 
doors of their matters, from one fabbath-day to another. But 
on this feftival, they are adorned with a load of rich and un^ 
wieldy furniture, with which they parade the ttreets fromr 
meaning to night : and they now receive the only exerciie whidx 
they are permitted to take. The governor's ftud^ which confittsr 
of a number of choice horfes, are particularly drawn up in the 
jquare before his houfe. They are oppofed to each other in 
iquadrcms, and at the word of command, the riders fet off at; 
full gallop, and as they pafs each other, dart the pike or fpear 
with great dexterity. 

We paid a cuftomary ^fit to the governor on our landings 
and found him to be a griEtve and elderly man, meager in his^ 
body, and flovenly in' his apparel. But with this unpromifing; 
^^ppe&rzncty be faasl the character of being a very good and in-* 
teUigentnlan ; and, much more inquifitive after the manners and 
<Hfcoveries of European nations, than the generality of his coun- 
trymen. This peculiarity in his difpofition plainly evinces itfelf 
in the furniture of his audience chamber,, v^ich is ornamented 
with a broken fibred clock, a French thermometer, and an? 
Engiiih quadrant. He received us very politely, and is a pro- 
£died friend of the Englitti nation, whofe genius and fpirit he: 
afie£t$ to admire. Thb piece of intelligence we obtained from^ 
cur refideot hei^e,, wha at the fame dme comnnmkated t^ us* 

am 
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an anecdote of his life, which is not unworthy of mention. It 
not only carries with it an evidence of the intriguing temper of 
the Arabs, but fets off to advantage the charafter of a man, 
to whom the Englifh are materially obliged. 

In the reign of the father of the prcfent king of Sennaa, this 
man was the vizier and favorite. So univerfally was his ad* 
miniftration approved of, and fb neceflary did the old king 
think him to the welfare of the ftate, that he recommended him 
on his death-bed to the proteftion of his fon, in the moft 
cameft terms. The prince was deeply imprcffed with a charge 
delivered to him at fo folemn a moment, and promifed his fa- 
ther, to make the knowledge and advice of the vizier the 
ible guides of his future life. And to this promife he very 
feithfuHy adhered, ibr ibme years after his acceflion to the 
throne. 

In the courfe of this time, the young monarch had formed in- 
oonfiderate attachments for courtiers of his own age and diipofi- 
tioh. Though this <lid not immediately interfere with the mi- 
nifter's influence in matters of government, it neverthelefs fog- 
geiled, to a diicerning mind, the approaches of negle£t and dif- 
grace. To prevent the execution, therefore, of what he confi- 
dered as inevitable, fhould he continue in his prefent office, he 
very wifely formed the refolution of retiring from court. A re- 
folution infpired by the founded philofbphy, wavered not un- 
til an opportunity offered to put it into pra£lice. 

One day when he was alone with the king, he took the li« 
berty to fpeak of the length of his fervices, and of the decline 
of his life. He touched modeftly upon his known affe£lion, 
and zeal for the honor of his fovereign ; and btlpoke his ma- 
jefty's indulgence for the petition which he was about to prefer. 
He concluded with an humble 4efire, that he might be per- 
mitted to reiign his trail to one, whofe faculties and health 

were 
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were more vigorous, and able to tranfaft the important affairs, 
in which he had been fo long employed. The better to cover 
his defign, he afieded an inclination to viiit Mocha, where he 
purpofed to remain until his name was forgotten, and that time 
fhould weaken the malice of a faftion, which is the infeparable 
attendant of the beft adminiftration. It was not without reluc- 
tance, that the king complied with this unexpefted requeft. 
He had a particular value and refpeA for the minifter, and was 
not prepared to forego his fervices, although the latter bad been 
artful enough to recommend for his fucceflbr, one of the chief 
favorites of his mafter. The ftruggle, however, was of no long 
continuance. The king's pride was touched at the idea of being 
at a lofs for a fervant, and he haftened to inveft the very favorite 
who had been pointed out to him, with the dignity of the abdi* 
cated minifter. 

But little did the minifter dream of the confequences of this 
refignation. Little did he forefee, that his fucceflbr would lay 
hold of the wifh which he had exprefled to vifit Mocha, to 
load him again with the cares of government; where his in* 
fluence would be confiderably leflened, though his dignity would 
appear greater than before. No fooner had the new vizier 
pofTefTed himfelf of his office, than he was determined to rer 
move for ever, fo virtuous an obferver of his adminiftxa** 
tion. Poifon or the fword, was too dangerous an implement,, 
againft fuch a charaftcr. He had reCourfe to a remedy which 
wholly anfwered his intentions ; and, by blinding the eyes. 
of his fovereign, and advancing the opinion of his principles, 
among the vulgar, muft be held as a mafterpiece of coyrtly 
artifice. 

With the greateft appearance of warmth, therefore, he. repre- 
fimted to the king the outcry which would be raifed againft: 
him, ftiould he fufier an old fervant of his fathpr'Sj, and the: 
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guardian of his own youth, to vifit Modia» wididut bang dif- 

tinguiftied by fome public charad:er. He then infihuatcd the 

lucky occaiion which preiented itfelf, to reward his fervices 

with the government of that city* It was impofiible ta fo^pe^ 

the treachery of this advice ; and it is not wonderful, that the 

monarch greedily took the bait. He that very day forwarded a 

commiflion to Mocha, which the old man had the mortificaticm 

to find, on his arrival here. To hiin, however, the trick was 

obvious. He readily dived into the fcheme of his fucceflbr, who, 

judging of others from himfelf, had takoi an vinneceffiuy ftep 

to detach him from the vamty of court-favor. The vexation of 

the governor is not to be defcribed. But rather than difturb 

the peace of his mafter with complaints, he has the virtue to 

encounter the fatigues of bufineis, though repumant to Us in«- 

clinations ; and is content to live a voluntary exile from his na*. 

tive place, fecure of the afFe&ion of the people, and conicious 

of the efteem of the king. A king ' who ftill continues under 

the delufion of having preferred a faithful fubje&, agreeably to 

his own choice. What a leflbn fhould this be to the fovereigns 

of more enlightened nations i who may juftly apprehend the in«- 

trigues of deiigning men, when the refinements of party prevail 

i^thin the narrow fcope of Arabian politics ! 

The women in Arabia are kept in much ibi£ter confinement^ 
tlian thofe of their religion in India. The fismales of rank are 
ihut up in their apartments, and never ftir abroad, except now 
and then, to accompany their hufbands on anexcurfion to the 
vallies. They are vailed at thefe times from head to £cx>t, and 
fcnt off upon horfeback under cover of the night. But this Am- 
ple recreation does not fall often to their lot. The civilized 
Arabs are, of all nations, the leaft inclined to aflion ; and it is 
to be fuppofed, that women born here, live and die, without 
flirring out of the walls of Mocha: fuch is the tax that is laid 
9 on 
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on Hrth and greatnefs^ even in the remote country of Arabia. 
How then can we be furprizcd at the vexations, which cloud the 
lives of the followers of a powerful court ? if female beauty be 
doomed to foHtude in thefe rude parts, is not the liberty which 
is allowed it in more polifhed countries, too often the fource of 
calamities more grievous than confinement^ of perfecutions 
more intolerable than the commands of an imperious mafter ? I 
doubt not, but there is many a toaft that blazes in the circle of 
St. Jameses, that fighs for the privilege of obfcurity, and would 
willingly hide the remains of a {battered reputation in #11 Ara- 
bian feraglio ! 

To thofe of a lower degree, there is.fome deviation permitted 
from the feverity of this cuftom. Though there are no* public 
Hummums for the women to refort to as in Turkey, they are in* 
dulgcd with the freedom of vifiting their neighbors, when the 
dufk of the evening can ikreen their perfons from obfervation : 
for the thick vails in which their faces are buried, utterly pre- 
clude the poilibility of diftinguifhing their features. We have 
met them ourfelves in the fbreets, and have conceived a favora* 
ble idea of their faces^ from the fymmetry of their ^figurea. 

Incontinence is held much more criminal among the (ingle 
than married females. Though adultery is puniflied with a 
heavy fine, the fedodion of a virgin is attended by a more feri^' 
ou^ corre^on. In this th^ differ from the laws of more en^ 
lightened kingdoms, where an injury of this nature^ is not only 
unpunifhable by any courfe of law, but the matter itfelf is treated 
in a very light manner. And here the charaAer of the Arabian 
legiflator rifes far beyond the boafted policy <^ European ftates. 
To his juftice it is owing, that the deftru6tion of innocence ii 
held in fuch abhorrence ; and to his reftitude of thinking, that 
the mere accomplice of a kwd woman fhould encounter lefs ri-^ 
gco-ous treatment^ than the mean betrayer of unexperienced fim- 
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pliicity. How jtrft this obfervation may be, I fubmit with pfea- 
ftire to the decifion of a lady, who can fo charitably diftinguilh 
between the follies and vices of her fex 5 and who can feparate 
the errors of inexperience from the impulfes of a depraved in- 
clination ! 

We were furprized at the number of Chriftian renegadoes 
that refide at Mocha. Not, that the apoftacy of men, who 
perhaps had no fenfe of religion until they profeffed Mahome^ 
tanifm, could provoke our wonder ; but how their worldly intc- 
refts coijld be advanced by the change* Reduced to a pitiful fub* 
fiftence, and held in deferved contempt by the natives, we ihould 
have furmifed their defeftion to be merely the eflFefts of defpjdr f 
and that the fugitives from juftice alone, fought their fafety at this^ 
price, had not the example of a Greek prieft fomewhat fhaken 
our opinion. This prieft, by name Ananias, I remember to 
have heard mentioned in Bengal, as a miracle of piety. And 
yet in the feventieth year of his age, did he publicly abjure the 

-Chriftiau religion, in the courfe of a pilgrimage to Mount Sin^ 

He was circumcifed, and received into the Mahometan church ; 
and, to crown the whole of this ftrange proceeding, was led about 
the city for three days, according to cuftom, mounted oa an 
afs, to receive the alms of the faithful, which evei7 convert is 
entitled to on his admiilion to their myfteries. This happened 
during our ihcHt ftay at Mocha ; and is one of the greateft in« 
ftances of the infirmity of human nature, which has come within 
the fphere of my obfervation. 

The Engjifli are the only nation who have a refident here $ 
ajid this is but a late regulation. The Eaft India Company were 
accuftomed to fend a fhip here every feafon ; but now the coffee 
is tranfported on country bottoms to Bombay, from whence our 
Indiamen convey it to Europe. By this plan they are eafed of 
a cOnfiderable expence ; as the appointnients of fupercargoe^ ta 

this 



- this'ftation, afhd the heavy duties of this port, muft hiaVe leflened 
the advantages which refult from this trade. No better- meam 
couM'have been devifed to ingratiate ourfelves with the natives, 
than the appointment of a refident among them. It is a plea^- 
fure to- me to add, that nothing could have better enfured the 
end in .view, than the choice of the prefent gentleman who fills 
that pdft:i His mild demeanor cannot fail tb engage the efteem 
of the people ; as his acknowledged abilites will lead him to 
improve every occafion, to reftore this drooping branch of com- 
merce to its original value. Neither is the prefence of Mr. 
Horfel^ at Mocha, of lefs moment to the interefts of travellers, 
who prefer this fhort cut to Europe, to the old track by the 
Capeof Good Hope. Hofpitality and poUtenefs are acceptable in 
all places, but doubly (6 to the way-worn traveller, who the leaft 
experts to meet with them in a r^note and uncivilized region. 

I have, annexed a view of the town and faburbs of Mocha, 
which I took from our veflel on the' day of our arrival here* 
There is a wall runs round the town, but tliere are no cannon 
mounted on it, except a few on a battery towards the fea. The 
northern ajid fouthem extremities of the town are flanked by 
two caftles of a circular form, which are likewife ornamented 
with guns, and were meant as a defence to the place. How much 
thefe Arabian engineers were miilaken in their ideas of fortifica- 
tion, will clearly appear from a circumftance, which occurred 
here about fix or feven years ago, and will fet their pretenfions 
to power ia a proper light. 

The captain of a trading veflel from India, was afhore at the 
Engliih factory, and correcting a flave for forne fault or other, 
the boy ran away, and took refuge in an Arabiaa houfe, where 
he was prevailed upon to become a Mahometan. In this country 
no Chriftian is permitted to keep a flave of this perfuafion. The 
boy availed lymfelf of this pri^^et and went abroad again, 
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without any fear of his mafter's refcntment. One day, how- 
ever, as he ventured to pafs the £a£lory> he was obferved by the 
captain, whpfe Englifli blood boiled with indignation at this 
feeming infult. Unheedful of his fituation, he gave way to a 
fudden impulfe of paffion,. and ordered his fervants to feize the 
boy, and flog Inm feverely within the yard of the faftory. This 
rafh adion could not efcape notice, and was attended by con- 
fequences which he little expelled. The faAory was at that 
time uninhabited,. excq>t by the fupercargoes and captains during 
their ihort ftay here. It was not in the beft repair, and but little 
calculated to make a defence. The mob, which now gathered 
about it, eafily foitred the gates ; and not finding the ob)e£l of 
their refearch, whom they meant to have facrificed on the (pot, 
contented themfelvcs with plundering his efFcfts. On the firft 
alarm, the captain wifely retreated to the terrace of the faftory ; 
and it was with no little difficulty, that he efcaped along the 
roofs of the houfes to the fea-£de, where he immediately took a 
boat for his veflfel.. 

..This* difturbance was too fudden to have been diecked under 
^ beft-^regulated government; but it might have been reme* 
died ; iktisfa£tion might have been made to the fufferer^ had the 
governor been inclined to do him juftice*^ A deaf ear was turned 
to his cemonftrances, and the captain was obliged to carry his. 
complaint to Bombay : here, to the honour of the Britifh name, 
it was properly attended to* The councils were vigorous.; and 
two floops of war were dire£lly fitted out for Mochaj, to enforce 
redrels. They accoDdingly appcai'ed before the town, with all 
the implements for a bombardment ; and a meffagp was feht 
afhore, to advertife the governor of their errand. It is impof- 
fible to conceive the terror of the inhabitants at thefe tidings. 
They dcferted the caftles, which they had once confidered as im- 
jpregnable^ and were about to quit the city itielf ; but this the 
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gwemdr prevented. He thought proper to comply with the 
demands^ which were made in the name of the fufferer^ and 
Tent off '4>ooo dollars to the commodore of the expedition f 
happy, to preferve the city from deftruftion^ and to appede the 
reientment of the Englifti^ at fo cheap a rate. And even the 
money to make good this payment^ was raifed unjuftly^ though 
it was to fatisfy a juft demand. The Banian^ or Gentoo mer- 
chants who are fettled here, and tranfadt all the bufinefs of the 
port, fell within the gripe of government on this occafion. They 
have allured us more than once, that they were obliged to ad- 
vance Ae fum in queftion, for which they have not yet been 
iatisfied. It is neceflary to add, that this occurrence, fo dif- 
graceful in its nature, was antecedent to the adminiftration c^ 
the prefent governor i of whofe charafter X have had occa(ion to 
fpc^ in the moft favorable terms. 

To thefe Banians we were obliged for a part of our amufe^r 
ments at this place. There is a wood of date-trees, which ex- 
tends from the fbuthem fuburbs of Mocha, for fome miles 
towards the inland mountains. There is no mark of cultivation 
ki Ais neighborhood befides ; and in this wood, one of the 
principal Banians has a country feat. We have no conveyance 
here, except affes, on which we ride about for our diverfion. In 
one of bur excurfions we called at this feat, which is above 
three miles from die town, and on otir way home, had an oppor- 
tunity of ohiervii^ a oirioui proccfs in the vegetable worlds 
It has already been taken notice of by naturalifts, but is too im^ 
common to be known to rwulers of every clafs. The date-trecd. 
were now in bloffom ; and we remarked the Arabs to be bulled 
about the branches. It is neceflary to ingraft all fruit-trees, ta 
obtain good fruit ; but the propagation of the date is in another 
manner, and intimately resembles that of the animal creation. 
There is a male as well as female date**tree, which are;xli{linguiihed 
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from each other by the color and fliape of the Woffi>mf. Th^ 
male tree yields no fruit ; but the gardener muft be careful, every 
fpring,v to cull as many blodbms from die male, as will fcrve his 
purpofe. One of thefe at leaft he muft inwrap and bind up in 
-a bloffom of the female tree ,- without which Ihe will prove as 
barren as the male. The Angularity of this operation is height- 
ened by its being discovered by a people, who are at pi-efent 
groffly ignorant of every branch of natural philofophy ♦. 

It is to our refident that I am indebted for an ingenious 
conjeflure, relative to the barren coafts of Arabia Fdix, with 
which I (hall clo(e my remarks on this celebrated territory. For 
the fpace of fifteen or fixteen miles from the beach, the land 
rifes on a gradual afcent towards the foot of the mountains. 
Here the fcene fuddcniy changes from a fandy wafte, to a ver- 
dant and fertile foil ; from a fcarcity of palatable water, to a 
profufion of chryftal fprings and running ftreams. In this defart 
barrier there are found quantities of fhells, and other productions 
of the pcean, which feem to have lain there for many ages : this, 
joined to the fhelving appearance of the ground, renders the idea 
very probable, that this traft of land has been won from the fea, by 
the fecret operations of nature. There is, indeed, no informa- 
tion to be gathered of this event, among a people whofe annals 
carry no perfpicuity with them, beyond the days of their prophet* 
But the perpendicular Shores of the oppofite coaft of Africa, 
upon which the waters may have proportionably encroached, are 
an. additional evidence in favor of this opinion* No ftranger, 
in traverfing this Ihore, could poflSbly conceive her right to the 



* There is little force in this compliment, when it is known that the Egyptians 
have To far improved on this mode, as to plant only a male date*tree in the middle 
of many females. The wind fcatters the male feed, which impregnates the female 
tree, without the trouble of the Arabian culture. 
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title of Happy. But place him in her middle regions, beneath her 
balm-dropping woods, and amidfl her delightful vales, where 
the fruits of every climate court his taftc, . and the breezes of 
cafiia refrefli his £bnfes, and he will pronounce, that (he juftly 
retains the flattering appellation with which fhe was honored by 
J theantients* y >// 

ll// — On the 1 6th of April we had completed our wood and water. Id *^/^ ^"^^^ ^ J 
^ * / and taken on board a fufficient ftock of provifion to ferve us on * 
our paflage. We chearf ully embarked, therefore^ on the Adven- 
ture, captain Bacon^^ ond widi an additional paifenger from IncHa, 
fpread our fails for the long-wifh'd-for port of Suez. For fome 
days we were favored with a fair breeze, and moderate weather : 
but the wind changed fuddenly to the northward, and began to 
blow with great violence againft us. The moon was now at the 
full, and we were to look for a continuance of the gale. In 
tiarrow feas the waters are fbon agitated i and we experienced 
fuch a diiagreeaUe motion, from the incdfant working of the 
veflel, that fome of my fellow-paflfengers were again confined to 
their cabbins. As for my own part, I have had the good few- 
tune to be free from ficknefs during our tedious voyage, if I 
except an head*ach of four-days ftanding, which I coniider, in- 
deed, as. a natural infirmity. Our hopes were once more revived, 
from the wind'sr abating. We were by this time in the latitude 
of Judda ; and though the wind was ftill contrary, we made a 
fliift to creep on daily towards our defircd port. Our greateft 
prc^refs was from ten to twenty miles in our way. We could 
not, with propriety, run more than thirty miles upon one tack $ 
and it was our cuftom to make one fhore about fun-fet, then jto 
tack, and fland for the oppofite fide, until day-break. 

We had beaten up in this manner^ to the 24th degree of north / 
latitude, and were within 150 leagues of Suez, when, in the y" j 
afternoon of the 6th of May> we difcovered breakers ahead. The ^ // //• ; / 
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vefTeVs hedd was to the north-eaft, and the capt^ judged him- 
felf, from his journal, to be in mid-channel. It may be fup- 
ppfed, therefore, that this circumftance much alarmed us, as 
riothingbut a ftrong eafterly current, could have thrown us 
among the rocks and ihoals, with which this part of the Arabian 
coaft abounds. Nor were our fears without foundation. The 
weather had been {o hazy all day, that we could fcaixely fee two 
leagues diftance. The veflel had been put about at the alarm 
before recited, and we were failing with great fecurity totfrards 
the open fea, when the departing ftm warned us of the de«- 
£lru6lion on which we were running. The fky cleared up for a 
moment as the fun fet, and prefented to our view, a line of 
rocks and (hoals immediately before us, and on which, in a 
quarter of an hour, we mull have ftruck, had not Providence, 
in this unexpe£led manner, delivered us from the ravenous deep« 
The moil experienced among us were appalled at this fight. We 
had breakers to the northirord and weflward of us, and an un^ 
known coafl to the eafl. The wind fortunately fovoring the 
only iafe courfe which was now left us, the vefiel vrore and 
ftood to the fouthward ; her two boats being lent a mile ahead to 
)ead the way. In this manner we proceeded until midnight, 
vrhen oue of the boats fired a gun, as a fignal of diflrefs* Our 
fails were backed on this alarm ; and the boat preiently bore 
down to inform us, that ihe heard the furf break clofe to her, 
and that there was no ground with fifty fathom of line* Our 
danger now became prefling« We were expofed to impending 
deilru^on while the vefiel was in motion, and there was no 
probability of finding anchorage for her on this coafl. 

In this dilemma the veflel's head was put towards the land. 
The woUher happily continued moderate, and we made a (hift 
to flser clear of the perils that encircled us, though not with^ 
out frequent alarms. So deiperate did our fituatbn appear, lb 
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fevT were the chalices of fafcty, that about two in the morriing 
I retired to my cabbin, and fccured what little money and va- 
luables I could conveniently carry about me. I loaded my pif- 
tols, and took out a packet of confequence from my chcft, which 
I kept by me, in expectation of the veffers ftriking on tlie rocks. 
In cafe of fuch an accident^ we were only to truft to our boats 
for our deliverance. This we had learnt from the captain 
and officers of the (how Aurora, which was wrecked on this 
part of the coaft, not fix months preceding our arrival. We 
met them at Mocha on their return to India; and were advifed 
of the particulars of their difafter, which doubled our appre- 
henfions at the prefent crifis. The Aurora had been (landing, 
like us, for the Arabian coaft, and juft before day-break, (lie 
ftruck, without the leaft warning, on a funken rock. By the 
violence of the wind^ (he was driven (b for upon the rock^ as to 
bulge her bows, while at her ftern no ground was to be found with 
ninety fathom of line. It was impo(rible that the ve(rel could 
hold long together in this pofition ; and the captain and crew 
had fcarcely time to take to their boats, when (he feparated and 
went down. There was an ifland in view, to which they made, 
and which would have preferved them from (hipwreck, had the 
day broke but half an hour fooner. But we were at length re- 
lieved from our perplexity. With conftant founding we hit 
upon a narrow bank in fifty fathom, and joyfiilly dropped an 
anchor at four in the morning. There was no greund, however, 
to be found by the boats that founded round the veflTel. The 
bottom was rocky ; and (hould the wind fre(hen, there was little 
dependance to be placed upon our anchor. Our fatisfa6lion 
confequently was imperfect and precarious. • 

The light, which had been fo long expeded, now dawned, and 
enabled us at leaft, to difcover the dangers that lurked around 
us. As the fun rofc over the coaft, we plainly difcerned the 
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mountains of Arabia; and to the fplendor of that glorious lu- 
minary, \ve were once more indebted for a gleam of hope, to 
revive our drooping fpirits* We haftened therefore to take ad- 
vantage of this intelligence. We v^eighed our anchor, with as 
much expedition as the depth of water would admit of, and were 
rejoic!ed to get it fafe on board again. Our courfe was ftill di- 
refted towards the land, which was often obicured by the mifts 
which hung over it. About noon we were clofe enough to dif- 
tinguifh a large town, which, from our charts, we concluded to 
be Yambo. To this town we att^npted to get. After various 
intricate traverfes, as the channel between the fands and rock» 
occafioned, we arrived at the mouth of the harbour, without 
which there is no groimd, though the boats founded at the edge 
of the fhoals. 

And now did we heartily congratulate ourfelves on the con- 
clufion of our troubles. We had heard at Mocha of the hof- 
pitality of this port, from the very perfons who had owed to the 
inhabitants,, their life and freedom. Captain Adams, and the 
furvivors of the fiiow Aurofa before mentioned, had been re- 
leafed by the governor of Yambo from- the hands of the wild 
Arabs. Thefe banditti had feized them, on their reaching the 
continent in their boat, ftripped them of their cloaths, and 
brought them here with a view of felling them. Not content 
with this adt of humanity, he had furniftied them with camels, 
and generoufly fupplied them with money and neceflaries to carry^ 
them to Judda, where they were certain of finding Englifti 
velTcls. Nay, the very commerce that is carrried on between the 
Englifh and the inhabitants of Judda, which, as well as Yambo> 
is fubjeft to the Xerif of Mecca, difpelled any doubt which might 
arife concerning the good faith of thefe people. We knew that 
there were feveral Englifti veflels at Judda at the very time. We 
bad landed a confiderable fum of money at Mocha^ which was a 
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prefent from the nabob of the Camatic to the temple of Mecca; 
and we doubted not of meeting with the moft favorable treat- 
ment at a place, which is in the neighborhood of Medina. 
How dim is the perception of mortals ! What avails their boafted 
fagacity ! Their funds of lettered knowledge ! Their idle dreams 
of fecurity ! What appears the moft reconcileable to their judg- 
ment, turns out in the experiment, to have been trufted without 
caufe, and embraced vdthout the evidence of convi6lion ! 

I have been the more particular in recapitulating the circum- 
ftances, on which we built a confidence in thefe people, as 
there are not tv^anting perfons, idle and malicious enough, to 
condemn «veri the fteps, by which thdr fellow-creatures have 
entailed mifery and deftruftion upon themfelves. The captain 
would have been cenfured for bringing his veffel into an un- 
civilized port, and the credulity of the paffengers held up in a 
ridiculous light, for trufting themfelves among a favage tribe, 
unverfed in the tender offices of humanity, and unreftrained by 
the laws of fecial Kfe. And to fuch this recital will be of ufe. 
While the generous brcaft fliall plead our caufe, and make al- 
lowances for the frailty of our natures, thofe worfe than Arab 
fpirits ihall be robbed of the enjoyment of their fpleen, and of 
liberty to pafe fentencc upon us, unheard. Entangled in a chain 
of fends and rocks, without a correft chart to direfl ijs, or a 
feaman on board acquaint3ed with the path of fafety, there re- , 
raained no alternative but to enter a port, that ieemed to open 
her friendly arms for our relief. We were certain there were 
pilots here who could condu6t us to Suez ; and to dcape fhip- 
wreck at fea, neceflity would have obliged us to hazard flaughter 
afhore, even had we not been taught to look for the moft hof- . 
pitable reception. It will appear in the courfe of this narrative, 
that had we not confidered the vcffel's fafety prior to our own, 
our lives had probably never been endangered, and we had 
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cfcaped a fund of trouble and difquictudc; Bot to our ig- 
norance of the Arabian polity muft our conduft be attributed,, 
and that oppofition, which brought us tp the brink of dc-- 
ftru6lion. 

As the adventures which befel us in this- place, were either im- 
mediately committed to paper, or as foon as I could, regain a 
communication with the pen, I will beg teavc to deviate from the 
mode which I have hitherto obferved, and keep a diary of out 
future tranfaiSlions. A tale of diftrefs is not only more intereft* 
ing when thus divided, but more capable of fpirit and accuracy.. 
I afk not the colours of fiftion to heighten a pi6hire, which, 
cannot fail to affc6i, whea reprefentcd by tha fimpleft touchcsi 
of nature I 

WEDNESDAY, 7th IVTay 1777; 

On the afternoon* of this day we anchored at the entrance ofT 
Yambo harbor. We had fcarcely taken a view of the town> 
through our glafles, when we perceived a boat rowing towards 
ua, which brought on board an Arab of a venerable and pleafing; 
afpc&. His appearance befpoke him of no> common rank, and. 
we prefently found that he was a Shaik, and one of the members; 
of government. This perfonage vi^as charged with the complin 
ments of the governor, or as he is here ftyled, the Vimer of Yambo,, 
and his congratulations on our arrival in a port, where vw (hould. 
want for nothing tliat was ki his power to afford*. RefreihmentSi 
we were in little need of* But our fpirits were elated with the. 
|iroffer of a pilot, which the vizier juftly divined to be the mo-, 
tive of our errand. 

In a few minutes a feeond boat reached our vdlel, from 
which afcended an Abyffintan flave, handfomely cloathed and, 
ariped after the fafliion of the country* He proved to be one of 
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tfic >azier*s guard, and came with an invitation from his mafter, 
to favor him with our company on fhore. We were much taken 
with the freedom of thefc people's behavior ; and though they 
acknowledged to us, that no European veffel had put into th^r 
port before, we entertained no diftruft of their fincerity, and 
readily promifed to take advantage of the vizier's pplitcne(Srf 
There were feveral of us in the ftiip who talked the Moor Ian-** 
guage, and were equally deceived by the old fhaik, who was a 
Patan, and underftood it perfeftly. He cohverfed with fuch 
eafe and gravity of face, that the eye of fufpicion might have 
been lulled afleep, and age itfelf relaxed of its feverity of opinion. 

After regaling them with coffee and tea, of which they wil- 
Hngly partook, we difmiffed. them with advice of our. intentions - 
to go on fhore in the morning. The preliminaries were adjufled ; 
and we agreed to falute the fort at fun-rife, when thefe meflfen^ 
gers promifed to come on. board for us.. 

THURS^DAY, 8th May. 

Twas awakened this mpming" by the-veffers falute> which^ 
was irregularly returned by the fort. As foon as breakfafl waa 
over, I went into the long-boat with. the captain, . two fupercar- 
goes, our interpreter, and. three paffengers, who are bound for 
England as well as my^f. We were accompanied by. our fer- * 
vants in a fifher-*boat, md about the middle of the harbor, were, 
met by the oW fhaik, the Ahyffinian, and others of the vizier's 
tr^n, who h^ beeniegit to condu6t uS: aihore. As we pafled a. 
decayed cafl|c on an angle of the fort, a. very laughable, incident 
occurred* A guij'was fired from thence to welcome us to Yam- 
bo ; but fuch a quantity of rubbifn fell down from the fhock^. 
and fuch a dull obfaired the place, as immediately interrupted i 
1. ; the 
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the falutc, and induced the garrifon to confult their own fafety, 
by an omiffion of the compliment intended us^ Indeed, £> 
ruinous an appearance did the walls and buildings of this town 
exhibit, which had not probably been repaired fince the days of 
Mahomet, that our contempt of it increafed to a degre?, that 
would have ridiculed the idea of danger. At our landing we 
were met by fome officers of the vizier's houfhold, and ufhered 
in great ftate to an apartment by the fea-fide. Here were afTem* 
bled fundry of the principal inhabitants, who were feated on 
carpets, agreeably to the oriental cuftom. There were chairs 
provided for our reception, and we were ferved with coffee and 
perfumes. 

After an hour's delay, at which we were fomewhat furprized, 
but • have fmce been able to account for, the vizier fcnt to ac- 
quaint us of his being ready to fee us. We were accordingly at- 
tended in the fame manner as before, to a building within the 
fort, and introduced to this minifter. He received us fitting ; 
it being unufual with the Arabs to rife up, to falute thofe of an 
inferior rank. We advanced however, towards him, by the di- 
region of our interpreter ; on which he put his right hand to 
his breaft with a flight inclination of his head, and gave it to 
each of us, as a token of his amity. Of all the MufTulmen 
whom I have yet feen, the vizier of Yambo is the faireft. With- 
out the mixture of red and white, that diitinguifties Europeans 
from Afiatics, his complexion did not yield to any of our com- 
pany. His eyes black and fparkling ; his nofe aquiline, and his 
countenance expreflive of great fweetnefs and fenfibility. He 
feemed to be between thirty and forty years of age, and was not 
the leaft embarrafled by the prefence of ftrangers, whom he only 
knew by report. We had been furprizcd at the deportment of 
the vizier's fervants yefterday. But that was a fcene of little 
9 admiration. 
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admiration, whipn compared with the audichce we now obtaincdr 
The imprcflion will never be effaced from my mind. The 
powers of Garrick would, if poffible, fall fliort, to fupport the 
countenance and addrefs of the vizier during an interview of 
two hours, in which fuch complicated deceit and vill^ny were 
ufed, as throw the croofced politics of Machiavel far behind ! 

After the firft ceremonies were over, and the coffee and per- 
fumes brought in^ the vizier repeated his offers of afBftance. 
He profeffed a great refpeft for the Englifh nation, and a regard 
for the nabob of Arcot — in whc^e fcrvice the captain had de- 
clared himfelf — for his generous attention to the poor of Mecca^ 
He flattered us with the profpeft of getting eafily to Suez f 
and as we were in want of a pilot, he fent for the captain of the 
port, to examine him in our prefence, touching our future paf- 
fage. Nothing could be more plaulible than this behavior. 
We were profufe in our acknowledgments of the minifter's* 
goodnefs, and little imagined that the man who was fummoned 
before us, had been tutored for the purpofe, during our ftay at 
the ihaik's houfe. 

In a fhort time this officer appeared, and was queftioned by 
the vizier himfelf on the certainty and length of our voyage to- 
Suez, The particulars of this converfation were conveyed to 
us by our interpreter, w1k> flood between them. It had long 
been our fear, that the foutherly winds were exhaufled, and 
that the northerly monfoon was about to fet in ; which would 
inevitably prevent our further progrefs. And it was on thefe 
points that the pilot infifted. He expreffed his doubts of 
making the pafiage, and his apf)rehen(ions of endangering an 
Enghfh veffel ; the confequence of which he could not anfwer. 
At length he pofitively declined the undertaking, as hazardous 
and impraflicable. Much argument did the yizier ufe to render 
him compliant^ He threw out the lure of the reward, which 
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bis fuGcefs would entitle liim to ; and even aflFe£l:ed to be /hocked 
at his prefumption and pufiUanimity. He fubmitted the matter 
to ourfelves, and offered, if we pleafed, to fend the pilot in 
irons on board our veffel. To this violence it may be fuppofed, 
we univerfally diffented^ at the fame time that we declared our 
fenfe of this mark of the minifter's frieadlhip. The head pildt 
was therefore difmifled, and another fent for, whom the vizier 
pretended to judge would be more traftable. But with him 
we had no better fuccefs. He was equally backward with the 
former, to take chai»ge of the veffel ; and after much futile per- 
fiiafion, the minifter turned round to us in feeming trouble, a»d 
exprefled his regret at our bad fortune. 

The captain now totally abandoned all thoughts of proceeding 
further; and was content with the promife of a pilot to carry 
him to Judda ; the port to which the fhip was ordered, in cafe 
of the lofs of her paffage to Suez. The travellers deftined for 
Europe, now preferred their petition. We requefted a boat, to 
tranfport us to Suez with our baggage ; and informed the vizier 
of our "being feverally charged with packets for the Eaft India 
Company, both from the nabob of ArOTt and the governor of 
Madras* To this he gave4i gracious affent; and the pilot en- 
gaged to fit out a boat for us in five days. Nay, the price of his 
trouble was fixed at 50 dollars, which apparently exceeded his ex- 
peftations. Our conference had been fpun out to a great length, 
and as our bufinefs was difpatched, we made a motion to retire. 
It was our intention to have repaired immediately to the vcflel, 
where dinner was provided : but the vizier acquainted us at our 
departure, that he had direfted refreftiments to be prepared for 
us at the (h^k's houfe, of which he hoped we would partake. 
As the day was pretty for advanced, and we travellers were 
anxious to adjuft the particulars of our voyage with the pilot, 
we unwittingly fwallowed the bait which was thrown out for 
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ns, and returned with the old ihaik to his houfe, little dreaming^ 
thM it would become the theatre of our troubles ! 

OW a candid review of the- foregoir^ fcene, even on the very 
^y it occurredi I cauiiot ehftrge my memory with a fingle cir- 
cutiftance^ by which the iingerity of the vizier was liable to 
iaipicdon. So w«U w^ the plot laid^ with fuch addrefs did the 
principal cham£)tertil cdnc|u£l thtmfelves^ that never fiction fo 
bai^y afiUmed the^mr of truth. The flighted abirm would 
probably haive prevented the confbqoences which enfued^ as 
none of us iimgine the fhaik or hk attendants were authorize^ 
to oppoTe our departure, had we made anr effort to r^ain our 
l?oat, inftead-of returning to the houfe of our condu£tor. But 
we were luU^ into a fecurity, that was particularly ftrength- 
tned on the part of us travellers, from an information which 
the vizier gave us. Two Englifli gentlemen had been recom« 
mended to his good offices by the Xerif his mafter ; and he had 
di^atched them with a packet to Suez, but a few days before 
cur arrival. This circumftance encouraged our hopes. We 
coiKeived the packet to be the fa^^, which a captain^. Dibdin 
Was charged with from the ufurped adminiftration at Madras / 
and we were emulous of not being outftripped in a race, where 
we contended without reproach. 

We had not been half aa hour at tbeihaik's houfe, when 
a^meflenger came to fummon our interpreter to the vizier's 
prefence. This man was an Arab by birth, and had performed 
a pilgrimage to Mecca; an aft of devotion which every true 
Muffulman undertakes, eith^ in perfon or by proxy, before he 
dies. From this he had obt^ed the title of Hadgy. He was a 
fbrewd fenfible fellow, and proved of infinite fervice to us in the 
fequel, by letting us into the defigns of his countrymen. He 
returned after a fhort abfence, with evid^it marks of fur«, 
prize in his countenance, which foon communicated ijtielf to 
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our breads, by the meffage he brought* It imported, that the 
vizier could render us no affiftance, until he received an order 
from the Xerif of Mecca concerning us ; and that it would be 
advifeable for the captmn to direct the officer cm board, ta 
bring the veflel into the harbor. Such a contradi^Hon in his 
conduA immediately opened our eyes to the wroi^ that was in--^ 
tended us ; and we began to diink d the beft method ta ejt- 
tricate ouriUvn from the fiiarcwe had fallen inta A fetrest to 
our boat naturally fuggefted itielf : but our deliberations were 
ibon interrupted, by one of the company obierviag from a win- 
dow, that there was m guard upon the houfe. To be certified 
of this, I walked through an area that led to^ tfcc gateway^ 
which I found befet by a troop of foldiers. There was now no- 
thing left us, but to put the bcft face on the matter. We fen* 
Ae interpreter back to the vizier, with expoftuktions on the 
duplicity of his behavior. We reminded him of oiiir having 
come afliore at his own invitation ; and tliat he could not de« 
tain us, without a violation of the law of nations, and of hof- 
pitality : for a regard to which the Arabsr were imiverfaMy cele- 
brated. We demanded, what bufinefs he or his mafter could 
have with a veflel which had not entered their port, and was in 
want of nothing but a pilots which it w^ at their option to 
afF^rd her. We obferved the odium that would attend fuch pro- 
ceedings towards the property of a prince, to whom the Xerif WHs 
{o much indebted^, both in refpe£l to the commerce which he 
carried on with the port of Jodda^ and the very valuable prefent 
that our veflel had brought for the temple of Mecca% Finally^ 
we warned him^ not to offer any infult ta the Britiflv flag, which 
the mod barbarous nations^ had been taught to refpe^t. The 
interpreter was fikewife charged ta demand an audience for the 
jDaptain, that he might argue the matter with the vizier. But 
this effort was uniuccefsful. The poor fellow came back with a 
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long fiace, and brought a ftri<a injun6tion to the captain, to or- 
der the veflel into the harbor, and a defirc that we would make 
ourfclves eafy, until the orders refpefling us arrived, which 
would be in fix days at furtheft. The captain's fuit was declined, 
on pretence of the vizier's being engaged with company. 

We now confulted upon the fteps to be taken in this exi- 
gency. Our junction with the fliip was infallibly cut off. The 
mariners who had been left to take care of the boat, had by this 
time, been fent to the place of our confinement. From them 
we learnt, that our boat was carried to an unknown part, at 
the moment of their feizure. Our own detention was confc- 
quently confirmed, and the efcape of the vcffel from the hands 
of thefe robbers— for fuch we regarded them — was the point 
to which we turned our views. Indeed, we confidered her as the 
anchor by which our lives were held. It was impofiible to 
anfwer for the forbearance or humanity of people, who had 
broken through the moft facred precept of their religion, in 
their treatment of us, (hould they once get the veflel into their 
pofleffion, by whofe means alone the circumftances of our de- 
tention could be brought to light. With our concurrence there- 
fore, the captain wrote a pofitive order to his chief mate, to 
weigh or flip his anchor with the firfi: favorable wind, make tho 
beft 'of his way to Judda, and there communicate our ftory 
to the captains of the Englifh veffels. And even this icbemft 
appeared to us by no means as fafe or feafible. The veflel lay 
in a narrow channel, with ihoals and breakers on each fide of 
her ; and the northerly winds prevailed the greateft part of the 
day, which obftrufted her departure. Add to this, that her paCr 
fage to Judda was dangerous without a pilot 5 to the chance of 
procuring which, the officer muft have trufted to the coafting 
boats. But all obfl:acles funk under the preflure of ncceflity. The 
captain and fupercargees weretnore particularly interefted in the 
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f rcfenration of the veffibl and cargo 1 and among the valuables that 

I the paflengers had on board, I chiefly confidered a packet, which 

a noble friend * had entrufted to a fellow-travdler and myfelf^ 

1 We were, perhaps, fingolar in our concern for fomo moveable or 

I other. But we were unanimous in our defire, that the veffel 

f which contained it, fhould get beyond the reach of thefe 4>oilcrs; 

■ While o«r interpreter was difpatched with this letter to the; 

i vizier, to give a very oppofite explanation of the xrontents, 

which their utter- ignorance of our language enabled him to da 

with fecurity, we fate down upon a carpet, to partake of a fru* 

gal meal which the old Ihaik had fet before -us. It confifled of 

Hewed mutton, garniftied with raw onions. Flat cakes of flour 

were our plates, and our fingers fl:ood us in lieu of knives and 

forks. Notwithftanding the agitation of our minds, and this 

miufual method of eating, we made a ftiift to clear the di(h in a 

fiew minutes, to the no fmall admiration of the fliaik ^od bis at«< 

tehdcnts. The natives of Aiabia are very temperate in their 

diet ; and though we found that the lower clais would drink 

fpiritoous liquors to excefs, we have reafon to believe, tiiat 

tiie better fort generally adhere to the precept of the Alcoran^ 

which forbids the ufe of them.. Pure water is their common 

draught, and with this we were obliged to crown our mealt 

Our watches had advifed us of its being pad five o'clock, when 

the interpreter returned with an order to the fliaik, to fend a boat 

off with tiie letter. It now occurred to us, that the captain 

liad better proffer himfelf to execute the vizier's pleafure. His 

^ cfcape would have proved an additional fecurity to the veflel j 

and though we almoft defpaired of fuccefs, we omitted not our 

endeavors to carry this point. The captain ^d the twafuper- 

cargoes were feparately propofed to be the bearer of the orders ; 

but all that we could obtain, in the courfe of two h^urs Iblici* 

* The right bononibit Lord Pigot. 
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tation, was Jeflvp for ft fervant to ^ oS wIA the letter. It was 
now near eight o'clpck, and we had the further mortifica- 
tion to be kept io fufpence an hour longer, before the boat wa? 
ready^ We felt for the fituation of the officers on board, who 
Jiad expcfted our rejturn <<? <iinner^ and had received no intellir 
gcnce-Jtom .u$ fwice we |wi(J beejn a(hore.. We knew notwha^ 
4efigns might :be concerting againA the veflel, which lay within 
half a jnile of the coaft ; and until the officers aboard were cau- 
tioned pf the. danger, our general fate was undetermined. Night 
ilad thrown her iable curtains around us, and treachery and ftrata* 
^m, which ihuti the light;, might now be bufyifor our deftruAion* 
We were entangled in thofe t<Hl^, with which the dauntlefs lion 
ftruggics -in v€Lin. The pale glimmering of a lamp ferved juft 
jK> afford^us a fight of each other, and the pofture of a part of 
our guard, who had civilly intruded themfelves into the room, 
^?^re gentlemen, fervants, and maiiners, to the number of twen- 
4y, were cfouded together. The fea furrounded three fides of our 
^FiioQ, and :the othe^: was fecured by a ftrong body, armed with 
matchlocks, piftols, and fabres. Though it afterwards appeared, 
that our fituation could be more alarming than at this period, 
1. (hould think fuch another hour dearly purchafed with the 
wealth of the eafl:. I can truly affirm, that when death feemed 
unavoidable, . when the minifters of vengeance flood* ready to 
perform its mandate, my thoughts were more coUefted, and my 
rcifolution morecoi^firmed. So preferable is the knowledge of the 
word which can befall us, to a ftate of uncertainty ! 

But our minds were at length relieved by the arrival of the 
boat, which took our fervant from the window of our apart- 
ment* A defperate fcheme now fuggefted itfelf for our efcape, 
but Was reeded, on a convifticMi of its folly. There was a guard 
in the boat as well as in our room ; and we had obferved fol- 
diers planted on the walls, .as Ipies upon our motions. To have 
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regained our fwords, the only weapons we had brought afhorc, 
we muft have betrayed our defign- To make the attempt un- 
armed, would have been worfe than tnadnefs. We therefore con- 
tented ourfelves with adding verbal inftruftions to the fervant, for 
the officer's pofitive departure, and prepared to take that repoie, 
which the circumftances we were under, might allow of. But 
here, we reckoned without our hod. Sleep and we were not 
fo near, as we expefted. The boat had not long left us, when 
wc obferved fome of the domeftics remove the carpets, which 
had been fpread for our beds. We had not time to indulge our 
conjectures on this incident, "when the old fhaik appeared, and 
witii much apparent concern acquainted us, that it was the 
vizier's order, we -fiiould be confined in an upper apartment 
of the houfe during the night. The place to which he pointed, 
was a tower^ againft which tnir very natures revolted. The or- 
der itfelf had a black appearance ^ and though it turned out to 
be only meant for the better iecuring our peribns, it is no 
wonder that ibme among us fhould attribute it to be a proje£^, 
for the readier perpetration of their villainous purpofes. In 
fliort, it was agreed upon to oppofe the execution of this order 
to the utmoft ; and though a£lual refiftance was equally vain 
and hopelefs, we found the good effe^s of not tamely fubmitting 
to this indignity. The (baik was charged to tell the vizier, 
that we would not go to the dungeon allotted us, unlefs com- 
pelled by force of arms j and again to- warn him of treating us 
harfhly. And this commiffion was fo faithfully executed, that in 
about an hour, our carpets were returned to us, and we were 
delivered from further perfecution for the preicnt. 

Our fpirlts were much raifed by the fuccefs of this meafure^ 
and we began to entertain hopes that no violence was intended 
us. Our late diftrefs became the fub}e£t of mirth ; and we af- 
fiD6fced to regret^ that our ilory would not be enriched with the 

adventure 



{ 3' } 

adventure of the rduad tower. We betook ourfclvcs, without 
repining^ to our humble lodging on the ground; and I enjoyed 
t verj comfortable n^ until day-break» although my noftrik 
were plentifolly regaled witli the fumes of tobacco, from the 
pipe of one of oiu* guards who h«d taken poft in the feat of a: 
window above me« 

FRIDAY, gtik Mat. 

When I awoke this morning, I found our fervant had re-^ 
turned, with an anfwer from the chief mate ;. which exprcfled^ 
his concern for our iituadon, and his intention to get away 
with the firft favorable wind, agreeably to the captain's direc- 
tions. This was very pleafing intelligence ; and we. drank the 
e6fFee which was now brought us, without complaining of itf 
being unpalatable.. The Arabs never adulterate their coffee with, 
lugar or milk. Thefe are quite an European addition ; as is* 
the cafe likewife with refpeft to tea, which is drank pure in 
China. I mud acknowledge, that' I prefer our met-hod of pre- 
psuing thefe articles of luxury ; but were we to ufe tea and- 
coffee in fucK quantities as the natives of thofe countries, wc 
fliould ndther find them pleafant nor falutary, when mixed 
with odier ingredients. There is fcarce an hour paffes in the 
day, tiuit coffee is not ferved up here ^ and their coloons, or 
pipes, are never from their mouths,, but when they are at meals* 
or afleepv 

Our attention:^ was engaged tht whole morning towards our 
veflel,. which we could fee very plainly^ from the windows of 
our apartment. The wind began to blow from the northward ac- 
cording to cuftom, and before noon encreafed with fuch vio- 
lence,, as not only to cut c^the poflibility of her departure, but 
9 even; 



.;, 



t i' 1 

even to alarm us for her fafcty ; as fhe todt without the har- 
bor, and lay expofed to all the fury ci the fea and weather. 
We now plotted for the recovery of otir boatj tfteabfence of 
which, with the prime part of her crew, might occadon the lofr 
of the veflel, in cafe of her parting her cable. For thi^ pwppfij 
we difpatched our interpreter to the vizier, who was entrufted 
to exprefs to him our doubts of the officer's obedience. We 
remarked that the wiad blew into the harbor, and the veffel had 
made no motion to weigh her anchor and ftand in ; and we at- 
tributed the officer's backwardnefs to his entertaining a notion, 
that the orders which he had received, had been extorted from 
us. As a means, therefore, of fatisfying him, we propofed that 
the vizier would permit our boat and mariners to go on boards 
with a fecond order from the captain, and a declaration of oUr 
having done nothing by compulfion. At the fame time we in- 
finuated, that the fight of our boat and people would overcome 
any fcruples, which the officer might have harbored in hii 
breaft. 

The whole day was fpent in this negotiation, and we begiin 
to think it would prove fruitlefs, when this crafty minifter was 
foiled at his own weapons, and allowed himfelf to be egregioufly 
duped. An Arab boat with a guard, however, was ordered to 
accompany ours ; and the captain wrote a fecond letter to the 
officer, conjuring him to depart by the firft opportunity, and 
to detain the (hip's boat, and return our fervant on the other* 
He alfo directed him to appear enraged at the contents of the 
letter, and to declare to the Arabs that he would fail at day- 
,break. We took this opportunity to fend on board for a fhift 
or two of linen ; a convenience which we had been two days 
debarred of, and which, in other circumftances, would have been 
fufficiently diflreffing in a warm climate. I had fevbral valuaUes 
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about me ; but I had not a thought of preferving any thing from 
pillage^ except the pidure of a dear filler, which I had worn 
for many years about my neck. From this bofom-fricnd did I 
now refolve to part; and the moft fenfiblc pang which I en- 
dured in our captivity, was at the moment of my delivering this 
pifhire into the hands of the fervant, who was going off to the 
veflel. I was aftiamed of my weaknefs, and retired to a window 
in order to conceal a tear, which rofe in my own delpite, from 
the fountain of afFe^on ! 

We were entertdned by our hofpitable ^h^}k with a dinner, 
fimilar to that of yefterday ; with the addition however of water- 
melons, which are much larger and finer here than in India. 
It is but doing him juftice to fiiy, that he has behaved to us with 
the greateft civility and attention ; infbmuch, that our food is 
frequently ferved up with his own hands* We were inquifitive 
about the vizier's intentions, but could get nothing out of the 
old man, except exhortations to patience, and hopes of a ipeedy 
anfwer from Mecca. The fufpence we live in, is the greateft 
hardihip which we labor under. In other relpefts, our fitua- 
tion is as comfortable as prifoners could expeft. Our very 
guard are as civil as their manners will admit of; and though 
their prefence is troublefbme enough, we have hitherto met with 
none of thofe infults, which the petty tyrants of our own coun- 
try are fo apt to cxercife over the poor wretches in their cuf- 
tody. Though we have fallen into the hands of an arbitrary 
government, we have not become the prey of its fervile and un- 
feeling inftruments. 

About nine o'clock at night we were advertized of the return 
of the Arab boat, but without our fervant or linen ; the Arabs 
having been fo intimidated at the officer*s affeftation of anger, as 
to leave the veflfel with precipitation. This news was commu- 
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nicated to us by our hoft, who ftemed much fiifprized at the 
prefumption of the officer towards his captain, which he could 
by no means reconcile to his own ideas of fubordination to his 
Aiperiors. Our only concern was the want of the linen, and 
fome liquors that we had fent for. But we confoled ourfelves 
with the thoughts of procuring them in the morning by fome acci- 
dent or other j and in the mean time compofed ouifclves to reft. 



SATURDAY, loth Ma\> 

The laft night was paffed in the fame manner as the firft, except 
that we were leis crouded, by the departure of our boat's crew > 
a circumftance not immaterial in an hot climate, where our apart- 
ment did not meafure more than fixteen feet by ten. I rofe be- 
fore day-break, and going out on a fmall terrace bounded by the 
fea, for the benefit of the morning air, was fUrprized at the 
found of female voices, which feemed at no great diflance. I 
looked up, and found it to proceed from the windows above me ^ 
the lattices of which were now open, and filled with women* 
Thcfe were members of the old fhaik's family, and I little ima- 
gined that we could meet with fuch treatment in fhe neighbor- 
hood of a feraglio. We had accefs to but one room in this man- 
lidn ; the upper part 6( which was confecrated to beauty, under 
equal refhraint with ourfelves. Had we been poflefTed of the 
true fpirit of chivalry, we (hould have gloried in our fate, that 
enabled us to wear the fame chains that enflaved the fair; 
and, regardlefs of our own deftiny, we fhould only have refolved 
how to deliver thefe captive damfels from their enchanted cafHe. 
But alas ! there was no Quixote among us ; and we fhall remain 
as a lignal inftance of the degeneracy of thefe latter times. 

I Mened attentively to thefe females, who were very eameftly 
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engaged ; and though I am a fbanger to the Arabic language^ I 
judged from the motions which they made ufc of, that we were 
the fubjefts of thfcir difcourfe. I cyeri flattered myfelf, that they 
were touched with pity at our fituation, from the tones of their 
voices at certain intervals ; and, though the romantic notions I 
entertain of. the general tendeynefe and benevolence of woman- 
Jcind, may have rendered me too fanguine in this particular, I 
have not the leaft doubt but they interefted them&lves in our 
fafety, and would have contributed towards our efcape. As 
the light dawned they found themfelves obferved^ and retired 
from the windows, but not without ifiany re^6)ful obeifance^, 
and looks of commiferation. 

About feven o'clock the veflel fired a gun and loofed her 
fbretopf^, the cuflx>mary fignals for failing : and we rccdved a 
letter from die officer to this eflfeft. This he had fent by our 
finall boat with two failors, whom he could well fpare to.pro^ 
vide for our neceflities, which were become preffing« We now 
got a meflage from the vizier, demanding the refult of the offi*^ 
cer's determination. To this we replied, that he ftill denied the 
captain's authority over him, and was on the point of failing 
for Judda, with the account of our detention. Had this dcfign 
been fortunately executed, the end which we had in view, would 
probably have been anfwered : for feeing his prey e£:ape him, 
which was the fhip, the vizier would, it is to be prefumed, have 
fent us after her in our boat, as lumber too unworthy to be with- 
held. 

By this time the vefTel was in motion. The rocks had cut her 
cable as her crew were weighing her anchor, and fhe fwung bo- 
dily towards a reef of breakers, brfore they could bring her up 
with another anchor. At this moment we tailed the bittemefs 
of anguifh. We plainly faw the veflel driving on deftru6lion, 
and flood idk fpi^tors of a misfortune beyond our power to 
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very different from 'the people ire had hkherto conrerfed mth: 
They were of the roving race, and promifed to prore worthy of 
the dark purpofe. in which they were enga^« The matches of 
their pieces were lighted^ and we tott^ied tmthe brink of fii^ 
turity! — 

The villainy of the Arabs was now a^arent. They were 
endeavoring to provoke our mariners to return their fire ; and 
we well Jmew, that' the death of one MulBiUnan is only to be 
atoned for, by the tives of ten Chriftiahs. This is a precept of 
their religion. , But the officer on board, had reflexion enough 
to tonilder has countrymen afhorc. He Mt for our diftreis, 
and was £> cool as to bear with their repeated infiilts for the 
ipace of two hours ; although the muiket-balls flew into the ve& 
fel, and he was continually urged by the crew, to pour a broad- 
Jdde among the troops, £>me of whom were daring enough . to 
wade into the fea, withiij piftol-fliot of the veffel/ Nay, wc af- 
terwards learnt our fituation had been fo critical, that nothing 
but threats of inftant death, could prevent the fiiilors from tak- 
ing to their arms ; and the officer was obliged to parade the dock 
with a k>aded mufket, to intimidate them. But it h not ftrahge, 
that we fhould apprehend other meafiires. We knew not what 
fteps they had taken, to facilitate the feizure of the vcSSA ; ot 
how long the forbearance of our people woukl laft : and wc ex- 
pe6ted an engagement every moment, to commence betwe^i her 
and the ^ore. At this crifis we held a confultation together, 
and it was imanimoufly refolved, to demand a parley with the 
vizier, touching the delivery of the veflel into his hands. Our 
interpreter was difpatched to him, with this mortifying concef-^ 
fion. The matter was become too ferious to be trifled with. Wc 
had the evidence of our own eyes, to defpair of the poffibility of 
the veflel's elcape, without a pilot ; iior could we anfwer for the 
blood, which might be fpiUed through a frui^efs obflinacy« In 
9 %tibis 
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this awfiil interval I tndc&toted «o coll«6b'niyfclf fo, as to* 
meet death with a becoming refignation, I breathed a prayer 
for the welfare of my friends, and can truly fay, that I ihould 
hare died in peace with all mankinds But the greatefl: confola- 
tion which I found in this exigency, wais derived fr6m the fuh- 
Ikne kymn that I bdFore mentioned. I read it over with plea- 
iizre, and felt my boibm filled with a prophetic confidence from' 
the energy of the latter part j which is fo analogous to the fitua- 
tion we were in^ that I cannot refifl tranfctibing it, though it 
18 fb well knbwn to perfons of U&e. 

•• Should Fate command me to the fartheft verge 
Of t!he gr6(»i e^th, to diitant barbarous climes. 
Rivers unknown to fong ; where firft the fun 
Giids indian mountains, or his fetting beam 
Flames on th' Atlantic ifles j 'tis nought to me i 
Since God is evtt: prelent, ever felt. 
In the void wafte as in the city fulij - 
And where He vital breathes there muft be joy. 
When ev*n at laft the folem hour (hall come,. 
And wing my myftie flight to future ^vorlds, 
I cheerful will obey 5 there, with new powers^ 
Will rifing wonders fing : I cannof go 
. ' Where univerfal love not fmiles around, 
Suftaining all yon orbs and all their ions ^ 
^ From feeming evil flill edudng good, 
&c." 

A full hour ^d more, did we remain under the alarming cir- 
eumftances I have deferibed, before we obtained the fhadow of 
a*reprievc. The fire of the .mufketry was flill continued agaiiifl 
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tlie veiTel; 3snd the nuniilers of dea^ (bood over u$, eadi feem* 
ifig to have fingled out his prey, in a fixed pofture and a mute 
i»cfervc. At kngth our interpreter returned from his embaflj to 
the vizier. He was accompanied by three Arabians of diftinc- 
tipn^ who were come to pledge their words for die fafety <^ 
ourfelves and veCel. The firft of thefe» was the general of the 
tcoops at Yambo ; and the other two» were the chiefs of the 
Arab tribes^ who had been fummoned to the vizidr's affiftance. 
A writing was drawn up« and f^od by them ; to the oUerr- 
ance of which they fwore by their beards» the moft £blemn oath 
that a Mufiiilman can take. The captwi was now cited to the 
prefenc e of the vizier, to obtain a fimikr obligaticm from him. He 
ftaid only to drink a cup of coffee; and brought back an hand- 
kerchief, which lie had received, as a token of the nunifter's fin- 
cerity . Pledges of this nature among the Orientals, amount to the 
moft ferious engagements. Whatever doubts we might entertain 
of their value, this was no feafon to expreis them; and we 
readily concurred in the captain's orders to the chief mate, t<3 
bring the yeflel into the harbor. We ftated the matter to him, 
and fumiihed him with the aflbrances which had been ^ven 
us, for our general fecurity. The captidn himfelf, harbored no 
fufpicions of their intention to plunder us ; ami I muft own 
that I was of the fame opinion. There was nothing very im- 
probable in the vbier's flory, now that we came to a right 
knowledge of it. This was the firfl European vdM that had 
appeared on this part of the coafi: ; and he had written to the 
Xerif, to know whether he fhould treat us as friends or not. 
It is not impoflible but he confidered us as fpies, who meant 
to pry into the poverty and weaknefs of the country. Given 
to deceit himfelf, he might have held our tale of a pilot, as 
fiditious 1 and our anchoring at the mouth of the harbor, a^ 
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a (hallow artifice, through which he could difcern. I would 
be as charitable in my conclufions, as a Chriftian ought to be, 
but muft leave to the event, an explication of his conduft. 

The good efFefts of our late compliance were foon vifible. 
The troops were recalled from the beach, and our tremendous 
guefts withdrawn from our apartment. Hope once more dawned 
in our bofoms ; and the difappointed looks of the ruffians, who 
retired without having earned the wages of ^iniquity, left us 
no room to doubt of their inhuman commiffion. 

The day was too far advanced to think of moving the veffel, 
as the channel into the harbor is very narrow. It was there- 
fore ftipulated, that a pilot (houM go on board at day-break, to 
fetch her in ; and that on her coming to anchor, her great and 
fraall guns, piftols and cutlaffes, fhould be delivered over to the 
cuftody of an officer, whom the vizier fhould appoint for that 
purpofe. This article was infilled upon by him, as the only 
means to quiet the minds of the inhabitants ; who trembled for 
tro fafety of the town, while the cannon were on board ; and 
could not conquer their fears of Europeans, who had arms of any 
kind in their pofleffion. ' This (hew of terror was, to be fure, a 
tacit compliment to the European name ; and we were at any 
rate content to fubfcribe to terms, by which alone we were 
permitted to return to the veffel. The boundary was paffed ; 
arid we had no other refource, than to confide in people who held 
us in fubjedlion. We were heartily tired of being cooped up in 
a prifon, and wifhed to return to the veffel ; where we Ihould at 
leaft be rid of obfervance; and live agreeably to our own cuftoms, 
although faddled with the lofs of liberty. We fpent the evening 
far more cheerfully than ufual, and found the guard lefs watch- 
ful of our motions, fince the conclufion of the tieaty. Oiir hofl: 
was particularly attentive to us ; and regaled us, for the firft time,' 
withafupper. This is a meal almoft unknown in Arabia; and 
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was coniidered by us in the light of a friendly banquet* We re- 
figned ourfelves, at our cuftomary hour^ to our carpets i where 
our imaginations were again difturbed, by a review of the un- 
pleafing fccnes of the foregoing day. 

SUNDAY, nth May. 

This proved by far the moft tedious day that we had pafled in 
our confinement. We expefted to have got on board to dinner, 
but were prevented by that indolent and perverfe difpofition, 
which prevails among the Eaftem nations. At eight o'clock the 
^ilot weighed the veflbrs anchor, and before nine Ihe brought up,, 
within half a mile abreaft of the town. We now received a vifit 
from Mr. Walters, the chief officer, and were advertifed by him of 
the particulars which I h^ve before recited, rcfpefting the attack 
on the vefiel. Our thanks were juftly due to this gentleman, on 
whofe firmneis and difcretion our lives had depended ; and I em* 
brace with pleafure, this pubhc opportunity to declare our fenib 
of his conduft. The captain gave him an order, for the de- 
livery of the arms to the vizier's officer, who now accompanied 
him in a boat to receive them. They were landed in great form. 
The (mall arms were lodged in the fort, and the cannon were 
mounted on a battery oppofite our veflfel. This was meant to in- 
timidate us I thou^ it was eafy to perceive, that a fmgle dif^ 
charge would reduce tfie wall to ruins. Our (words were re- 
turned to U8^ with a compliment from the vizier; and we were 
in momentary expedation of permiflion to depart. But the little 
philofophy we poflfeflfed, was yet to be excrcifed ; and happy was^ 
he, wha could the beft make a virtue of neceffity.. 

Frequent were the vifits of our interpreter to the minifter ia 
the cQurfe of this day i but no audience could he obtain. At 
noon he was retired to his haram,^ where it was treafon to difturb- 
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him. ' Now, he was engaged at dinner ; and now he had com- 
pany with him. As we iaw every thing here through the me- 
dium of difcontent, we confidered thefe excufes as mere eva- 
fipns of his word ; and ftiould he fail in that part of the ti*eaty, 
where our living on board the veflel was fpecified, we had little 
rcafon to expeift Ins fulfilling the reft of it. Nay, the worft of 
their former fears reeurred to fome of our party ; and though I 
was by this time pretty well reconciled to the malice of fortune, 
and did not torment myfclf by anticipating evils, I muft confefs^ 
that appearances were not much in our favor. Our property, 
freedom, and lives, were in the hands of an imperious tyrant, 
who had fecurcd us by treachery, and might only be reftralntd 
by fear, from falfifying his engagements. And to this principle, 
by which his tribe are generally actuated in politick concerns, I 
trufted for our deliverance. The fails of conmierce are ev^r bu^ 
in this fea, and numbers of finall velTels had arrived at, and 
departed from this port, during our fliort ftay. Should the vizier 
111 inclined to keep the tranfaflion a fecret, his own reflexion 
mnft fuggeft to him, that it muft needs tranfpire by a fea-con-> 
veyance, (hould he have influence enough to bar the communi* 
cation by land^ and, whatever might be the tafe he trumped up 
to deceive his matter, the f aft would at length reach him in its 
native colors-. Such did I conceive to be the pdint, which was 
difo^d during this delay. I imaged to myfelf the minifter, 
(hut up with his creatures in dark <Jabal, arid flattered myfelf 
that his intereft would teach him for once, to be honeft. Nor 
was I difiippointed. The captain was fiimmoned to the pre- 
jfence of the vizier, and returned with very gracious aflurances 
of proteftion, and a licence to repair to the veflel. In the whole 
courfe of my life, I do not rcc^eft to have recdved more ac- 
ceptable tidings. We could not have vdflied for a ftronger con* 
^nnatfcm of the miniifer's fincerity y and for my own part, I 

G 2 felt 



f 44 3 

felt a certain confidence in the thoughts of bdng^ on boards : al^ 
though we were deftitute of arms^ to protcft us agamft vio* 
lence, and there was a guard of foldiers to be ftationed in the 
vefTel. But fo preferable is the notion of what we tetm our 
home, to that of a foreign place^ that even in the midft of 
danger and diftrefs, we derive comfort [from the partiality, and 
find Ibmcthing therdb> to flatter and to conible us. 

The fun was juft finking in the boibm of the deep, when we 
put off from the Ihore. We had taken a very cordial leave of 
our hofpitabk fh^, and invited him to vifit us frequently on 
board, when we obferved the ladies of his family were aiTemhled 
to grace our departure. The old man's houfe was one of the 
largcfl in the town, and furrounded on three fides by the 
fea : and the windows were now crouded with females,, who 
waved to us with their handkerchiefs, unperccived by thofe be- 
low. The generofity of the fair fex might have atoned for the 
inhumanity of the men of Yambo, had we been able to benefit 
by their good-will. But what arms could they aflail our perHL 
cutors widi, whofe hearts were proof ta the irrefiftible violence 
of female tears ? and what hope could we derive from their gentle 
interpofition in a Mahometan region, where petticoat-intereft is 
at the loweft ebb i Still be the tenets of this abfurd faith con>- 
fined to defart climes, and an ignorant race I Let diem, expand 
themfelves through the Numidian wafte, and let the unlettered 
Arab cherifli them in his mind I Never will they get footing in 
more enlightened lands;, never will they ufurp the poliftied 
brcail, which acknowledges the foft empire of womankind, and 
reje£ls all attempts to depreciate her worth, as the dictates of 
malice, folly, and pride L 

The evening was fpent ia a more agreeable manner, than wc 
had of late experienced. We enjoyed our own cuftoms with 
Rouble fatisfa£tion, fince we had known the want of them; and 
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our minds were relieved from a load of fii(penc^ wit^ wiuch 
tiiey bad been oppre^d. We had obtained the vizier's leave to 
write to our friends at Judda^ and we retired to our beds> with 
the pleaiing expe£bitions of being foon redeemed from captivity^ 
by the gcxxi offices of our countrymen with the Xerif . 

MONDAY, i2th May. 

The captain this morning wrote a ftate of our cafe to captain 
Anderfon ; who he knew was at Judda, with a (hip in his charge^ 
belonging to the nabob of Arcot. He entreated him to repre- 
sent our wrongs to the Xerif of Mecca, and to demand our im- 
mediate releafe, under pain of the refentment of the Englilh. 
This letter was fent to the vizier by his defire, tlwit he might in- 
clofe it in his packet. To guard againft the double-dealing of 
a man 16 well known to us, we had the precaution to write a 
duplicate of diis letter* This was folded up, and direded afta* 
the Arabic fafluon, by our interpreter j who fecrctly delivered 
it to a paiSbnger ia the boat^ that waited to carry the vizier's dif* 
patches to Judda« 

I have fsud, that there was a (hip at Judda in the fervice of 
the nabob of Arcot, and that <mr captain had thought proper 
to declare the Adventure to be his property. It is not to be in- 
ferred from this, that the nabob is a maritime power, or is aint- 
ing to extend the commerce of his fubjeds by an attention to 
naval affairs. The faft is quite the reyerfe. The trade of India 
wholly exifts in the fpirit and induftry of the Englidi. While 
their velTels. are exploring the iflands tiiat border on the Pacific 
ocean^ and return with a freight that renders our fettlements the 
mart of oriental produ6lions, a (hip. or two is fent yearly to 
Judda by the nabob of Arcot, Thefe veflels, indeed, carry a 
cargo, and import in exchange, the products of Arabia, But this 
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is the captain's care. The only benefit which the nabob looks 
for, is tlie prayers of two or three hundred pilgrims, who afe^ 
tranfported at his cxpence, to perform their vows at the mofque of 
Mecca ! his fhips were fb crouded this (eafon with thefe idle 
mendicants^ that through the nabob*s intereft with the owners, 
we had the company of above twenty of them in our veffeL This 
was an honor we were by no means ambitious of; and from 
which we readily difengaged ourfelves at Mocha, where they 
were landed to profecute their journey in the beft manner they 
could. 

The abufe of reaibn in thele ufelels undertakings, is the leaft 
jevil to be complained of. They arc fuch an encouragement to 
idlenefe, and fo deftru^ve to the welfare of a country, whene 
thoufands of the inhabitants are feduced from their families and 
habitations by a fanatic call, that we may confider their tolera- 
tion as one of the ruinous principles of a Mahcnnetan govern- 
tnent. We have had an opportunity of obferving the effeft, 
which thefe pilgrimages have upon the manners and di^ofrtions 
of thofe engaged in them, A froward fpirit and a In-utal beha- 
vior, mark the herd of thefe pilgrims. And wc have been 
affured from good authority, that their mutinous deportment 
Jifes fometinies to fuch a pitch, that the capfeans of the fliips 
arc obHged to put them in irons, for the prefervation of them- 
felves and crew. 

The occurrences aboard the Adventure being as unvaried, as 
may be imagined in a veffel at anchor, I will omit the recital 
but of fuch days, as produced any particular events ; which may 
be ufeful in curtailing a journal already, I fear, too prolix to 
efcape cenfure. If we were uneafy at the reftraint we were un- 
der, we had no reafon to complain of fenfual entertainment du- 
ring the term of our detention. We were plentifully fiipplied 
with provifions and vegetables, at an eafy rate 1 and Apidus him- 
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felft mght have taken a voyage to the Red*Sea» to have feafted 
on the dcdicious fifli with which the harbor of Yambo abounda^ 
without the lead derogation to the merits of the lamprey of 
Bai«« 

MONDAY^ 19th May. 

Our patience was pretty nearly exhaufted by this time. But 
on the evening of this day, we were permitted to wait on thp 
vizier, after many vain folicitations, to learn how foon we might 
expert our rdeafe : the time appointed by him to obtain anfwers 
firom Mecca, being expired. 

We went afhore about five o'clock, and were received by him 
in greater ftate^ than at our firft audience. The room was full of 
armed mens and we could not but impute diis ufelefs pre-* 
caution, to the terrors of a bad confbience, which views every 
^ng with a fuj^icious eye* The evident alteration in the vi-* 
zier's countenance and behavior, which were now marked with 
inquietude and referve, in fpite of his efforts to conceal them, con-- 
vinced us of his having repented the itep he had taken* He 
made ieveral enquiries concerning the power and commerce of 
the Engliih in the Eail. Nor was there occaiion for our mag^^ 
nifying their influence, to awaken bis fears. He feemed very^ 
attentive to the defcription of our fhips of force ; and could not 
hdp expreffing his iurprize, when our interpreter tcAd him,, that 
thcie: were three men of war at Suez* As he was in an inqoiifitiver 
mood. We would not mHs the opportunity to imprefs him with 
fentiments, that mi^t ferve to regulate his fxiture conduit. But 
his pride at length,, got the better of his timidity^ For in the 
eourfe of our convei^tion,^ when the adions of the PortuguezQ: 
in this fea, and their fettlements on this coaft, were brought on. 
iJk carpet,, he h^ormed us, that the Arabian hiftorians took; 
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notice of them ; and added, with an air of triumph, that the 
Portugueze were expelled AraVia by the great Sultan Sclim. 

We were civilly difmiffed by theminifter, with hopes of hourly 
intelligence from Mecca, and an invitation to take a view of the 
town, if agreeable to us. As there was a full hour to fun-fet, 
we readily embraced the occalion to fatisfy our curiofity, and to 
ufe a little exercife, of which we had been fo long deprived. We 
had an officer to attend us, befides two foldiers who had accom- 
panied us from the veflel. And we found this guard neceflary, 
to keep off the rabble that purfued us in our walk. The firft 
arrival of a Cherokee Indian in Europe, could not have begotten 
half the wonder that our appearance did here. If the commonalty 
of Europe are not more manjierly, they ar at leaft better m- 
formed than the rude Arab, Bred up in utter ignorance of other 
countries, and bigotted to the prejudices of illiberal doftrines^ 
he is at a lofs to account for the produ6tion of a Chriftian, whom 
his religion teaches him to hold in abhorrence and contempt. 
But if the rough minds of the men are hurried away into thefe ab- 
furdities, I muft once more bear witncfs to the moderation of the 
Mahometan females, who plainly evinced to ns, that their bofoms 
were made of ^* penetrable ftufF." As we palled through the ftreets, 
the windows and terraces of the houfes were filled with women, 
who were infpired with no illaudable curiofity to behold the 
ftrangers. They neither treated us with fcorn, nor followed us 
with curies, like the favage throng below; but by their eager- 
nefs of obfervation, and attempts to engage our attention, be- 
trayed the fecret fymptoms of approbation. Nay, the facred 
thirft of admiration, fo predominant in the fex, was not 
quenched in their breads. We obferved many vails drop, as if 
by accident, as we paffed beneath their owners faces, which were 
ovcrfpread with a vifible confufion, and verified the poct*s idea 
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of Mufidora's confolation in her diftrefs, at being furprized in 
a naked lituation by her lover : 

'' Ev'n afenfe ' ' , 

Of felf-approving beauty ftole acrofs 
-Her bufy thought." 

Yambo is fituated in the latitude of 24° 10' north, and is 
the port, from which the communication is more immediately 
carried on with Egypt. It is the general refort of all the Ara- 
bian veffels that ply on this fea ; and has a very fafe and con- 
venient haven for their proteftion, in bad weather. Its fituation, 
behind an almoft uninterrupted chain of fhoals and breakers, 
has hitherto fecluded it from the knowledge of European navi- 
gators. But the charm is now broken ; and as forttme has 
thrown it in our way, I have annexed a view of Yambo, with 
the foundings of the harbor, taken fropi an aftual furvey, which 
Mn Walters, chief officer of the Adventure, permitted me to 
copy from his draught. This will not only explain the critical 
fituadon that our veffel was in diu^ing the attack, but .may be a 
guide to future mariners, whofe evil ftars may throw them on 
this inhofpitable ftiore. 

The coaft here is infinitely more barren than the environs of 
Mocha, the foil being too ungrateful to produce even the date- 
tree or furze*bufh, and is throughout a fhining expanfe of fand: 
The eye meets with no interruption, until it reaches the diftant 
mountains, which bound the joylefs profpeft. But if the beau- 
tiful be wanting . here, the fublime exifts in no fmall degree. 
The mountains in the more remote parts of the world, feem 
particularly appointed by Providence, to be the refidence of rude 
and ftraggling nations, uriconne^Slqd by the laws of civil polity, 
and unambitious of rambling beyond the limits which nature 
has prefcribed them. The coaft of Arabia is an evidence in fa- 
vor of this remark. The interior parts, from one end to the 

H other* 



I so ] 

other, exhibit what Shakcfpear emphatically calls, ^^Heavav. 
kiffing hills," and the mountains behind the town of Yanskbo, 
rival, in height, the American Andees, or the Caucafus of Alia. 
This reftraint, perhaps, has been the csmfe of as extraordinary 
a revolution in the face of things, as the world has feen. Ma- 
homet kindled the flame, that under the Caliphs, ftirred up the 
Arabs to break from their dark recefles. Like the fearful 
eruptions of Etna or Vefuvius, they burft upon the aftonifhed 
nations, and fprcad defolation fai- and near. But the calamity 
jks paft, though its effects ftill remain : efFefb, perhaps, not unfa- 
Jutary to the pofterity of the vanquifhed countries. This viftorious 
race arc retired within their barriers again i there to prey upon each 
other, until time fhall ripen them for another grand events 

FRIDAY, 23d May. 

Four days are now dapfed fince our vifit to the vizier, and no 
intelligence is come from Mecca. The year is nearly half*ex« 
pended, and we have not performed the half of our journey to 
Europe. Befides, we have the uncomfortable profpeft before 
us, of being obliged to travel in the heats of fummer through 
Egypt. This idea was particularly aggravated by the fcorching 
wind, that blew to-day from the land. It was well for us, that 
we had been feafoned for this attack, by the land-winds fo re- 
maikable on the coaft of Coromandel, or elfe the air would have 
been intolerable, and our blood been inflamed by the violence of 
the heat. Fevers would have been no eligible companions to 
conftitutions, that had been expofed to the eflfefts of a long voy- 
age, and in want of a furgeon, to adminifler relief to them. But 
it pleafed God, that we fhould maintain our healths in the 
midft of our diftrefles, and experience a iignal mark of his pro- 
te^ion, in the hands of our enemies. 

To 
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To add to the difagrceablenefs of our fituation, our guards 
was this day doubled upon the veffel. The fails had been taken 
down to be mended, on her coming mto the harbor ; and though 
the topmafts were ftruck, and her yards lowered down, the vizier 
excepted at our offering to replace the fails on the yards. He 
pretended to be apprehenfive of our departure, and fent formally 
to demand our fiiils. The captain was juftly nettled at this mef- 
fage, which he could not but confider as a wanton infult. He 
pointed out to the vizier's officer, the impoffibility of the veflel's 
efcape. For not to mention the unprepared (late Ihe was in, 
the wind conftantly blew into the haibor, and there was a ne- 
ceffity for a pilot to carry her out. In truth, we were as much 
in their hands, as if the vefTel had been drawn afliore. The 
captain, therefore, defired him to inform his matter, that if he 
wanted the faib, he mud lend people to fetch them, as he would 
not voluntarily give them up. This (hew of refolution provfed 
a check on the prefumption of this haughty bafhaw, who with- 
drew his demand 5 but at the fame time, contrived to torment 
us with the company of the additional guard I have mentioned. 

The wind 6xd not lofe its rage when the fun went down, but 
was fo parching the whole night, as to oblige me to quit the 
deck, where I had taken up my lodging for the fake of coolnefs, 
ever fince our return to the veflel. But this, to our great joy, is 
the only land-wind we felt here ; which, from its direftion and 
burning heat, probably traverfed the great defart, which extends 
from idle Red^Sea to the coafl of Paleftine, ere it fpent its furyr 
upon us. 

SUNDAY, ^5thMAy. 

Many camels have come in from the country within thefe two* 
days, but bring no news for us. Thefe creatures are loaded with 
fruit and vegetables for the town -, and with (kins of water, 
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which they fetch from the vallies, for the ufe of the iiihabitants, 
who can procure no water here, but what the heavens fupply 
them with. It generally rains about once in two years in Ara- 
bia Petrea ; and then not a drop is loft, which can be caught by 
the natives who live on the fea-coaft. They preferve it very 
carefully in large refervoirs, and make an article of trade of it, 
which, however, is fold at a moderate rate. We have drank no- 
thing but rain-water fmce our arrival, and find it very whole- 
fome and palatable ; although fome was brought us, which the 
old (haik declared to be ten years old. Whether he may have 
exaggerated the age of it or not, it is certain, that they have ht- 
tle or no rain in this country. But the want of it is amply fup- 
plied by the heavy dews that fall at night, and make the ground 
appear as if moiftened by a ftiower. Thus is the vegetable 
brought to perfedlion, thus are the trees fupplied with never* 
failing fruit, and the vallies covered with eternal green. 

A caravan arrived this forenoon from Medina, which is but two 
days journey from hence. This was the firft I had feen, and 
though it confifted but of 4 or 500 camels, I muft confefs my- 
felf to have been much ftruck with the grandeur and novelty of 
the fight. We difcemed it from afar, moving onwards with a 
quick though folemn pace, and as it pafled near the beach, wc 
could diftinguilh with our glafles the economy of the whole. 
The major part of the camels were loaded with merchandize, and 
the reft carried the travellers and the principal camel-drivers. 
The fun was in his meridian, and not a cloud obfcured the hea- 
vens, nor a breath difturbed the furface of the deep. The natives 
were retired to the inmoft recedes of their habitations, and not 
a beaft was feen abroad, fave the patient camel, that now braved 
the fiery ray, and marched with fteady fteps, beneath the united 
preffure of hunger, thirft, and heat! While the wooden bark 
ploughs the deep, and wafts from fhore to fhore the produce of 
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each clime, this living veffel traverfes the pathlefs wafte, fraught 
v/itli the precious treafurcs of the Eaft. A caravan of camels ex- 
ploring the wilds of Arabia^ with nothing in view but fand and 
iky, and conduced by the planets to its defired haven, may well 
be lil^ened to a fleet of veflels, which are not more ufcfu! in 
their way, or wonderful in their ilniflure. As the fhip alone 
can outlive the feas, in which the weaker boat muft: perifli, fo is 
the camel peculiarly adapted to a region, in which no other clafs 
of beafts could bear fatigue. He too experiences the chance of 
fubl unary things. His mighty ftrength, his daantlefs heart fink 
beneath the whirlwind's rage, and like the towering Ihip, which 
winds and waves affail with ceafelefs fury, he yields at length to 
inevitable fate, • 

Our expe£tations were w^ound up to the highcft pitch this 
evening, by the return of the boat which carried our packet to 
Judda. But thefe were foon ht down by the information of our 
interpreter, whom we had fent to the vizier to learn the news- 
The boat he found had not waited for aiifwers ; but wc had 
reafon to expe6l them before now by land. The return of the 
boat in fo Ihort a time, was however a matter of confolation, as 
it evinced the poiTibility of our getting to Suez, though the 
wind is contraiy for the greateft part of the day. 



• ^ 



TUESDAY, 27th May. 



We obferved two camels travelling with uncommon expedi*- 
tion towards the town, yefterday evening, and flattered ourfelves 
with the thoughts of their bringing our difpatches. Nor were 
we deceived. The vizier fent for our interpreter, to acquaint 
us, of his having juft received orders concerning us, which he 
would communicate in the morning, Tliis fiiort delay was mor- 
tifying 
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tifying enough, but wc had long learnt to have recomfe to pa- 
tience, as the only remedy in our prefent fituation. 

The craft and deceit of thefe people are equally great and 
inexplicable. To lye for the fake of falfehood, and to over- 
reach in matters of no moment, are paradoxes peculiar to the 
Arabians. Were the enthufiafts in vice to think, that, like vir- 
tue, it is its own reward, the conduft of the vizier would not 
need a comment. But, why he fhould conceal orders which he 
muft fubmiflively obey, or trifle with our anxiety when we are 
at his mercy, is beyond the reach of thought to fathom. We wait- 
ed this whole morning in expectation of a fuminons, according 
to his vohmtary promife. Difappointed in this, wc fent our in- 
terpreter ta belike his gate in the afternoon, who at dufk,. re- 
turned with an appointment for an audience the next morning, 
but with no maimer of apology from the minifter, for his ex- 
traordinary behavior. We bore the flight with a good grace ;. 
and in the height of our charitable fuggeflicms, framed cxcufes: 
for his neglect, and were fanguine enough to believe, that the. 
morrow would put an end to our fufpence. But we knew not 
the race we had ftumbled upon. Our dealings had been hi-^ 
therto confined to people, who have fettled principles of action : 
and, whether fpurred on by intereft, or guided by fear, we were 
fcnfible of what we had to expe£t from the natives of India. But 
here judgment is at a fl:and. No penetration can unravel the: 
mazes of inconfiftency, no reflexion account for the fuddea 
ftarta of barbarous pride !. 

WEDNESDAY, 28th May. 

This day was pafled, like the foregoing, in vain applications and: 
idle repinings. Nay, the infult was aggravated, 1^ the vizier's 
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refufing even to fee our interpreter. — He endeavored, it is true, 
to fweeten the bitter potion, by pleading bufinefs as the reafon. 
But we were by this time, too well convinced of his infincerity, 
to fwallow the excufe with our ufual facility. Our ftate was 
now more deplorable than ever. The arrival of a difpatch from 
Mecca, had produced nothing in our favor ; and we beheld the 
period which we had affigned to our detention, efcape, without 
difclofmg the fainteft gleam of hope. 

If fuch were the clouds which obfcured our immediate prof- 
pe£t, how were our imaginations fitted to encounter the fcene 
which approached ; worked up as they had been by a feries of 
complicated villainy, to apprehend the utmofl malice of man- 
kind ! We had fupped as ufual, and fome of our company were 
retired to their cabbins, when a report was made to the officer 
upon watch, that there was a boat along-fide of the veffel. I 
happened to be on the quarter-deck, and was ruminating on 
the ftrangenefs of the circumftance at fo late an hour, when fe- 
v6ral armed men approached us without ceremony, and imme* 
diately joined their comrades, who commonly mounted guard on 
the aftermoft part of the deck. Their appearance was as much 
a matter of furprize to our ftated guard, as to ourfelves* And all 
we could gather from them, by dint of repeated inquiry, was, that 
they had orders to remain on board the veflel until day-break. 

It is generally allowed, that anair of myftery renders the moft 
trivial incident of confequence, as every objeft looks larger, that 
is feen through a mift. At this moment the alarm was given, 
that there was a guard-boat on each bow; whereas, we had 
heretofore had the company but of one. Wearied out with a 
fucceffion of difappointments, and impreffed with the moft un- 
favorable ideas of the people we were among, it is no wonder 
that we gave way to conjeftures, by no means to the honor of 
the vizier's principles. We had too great confidence in the com- 
2 mercial 
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mercial connexions between the Englifh and the Xerif, to fuf- 
peft that any harm would befall us by his dire6lions. But on 
the other hand, the minifter might be endeavoring to foment 
the prefent difference. This was the deepeft ftroke we had ex- 
perienced in the defperate game which he had been playing, and 
was not to be folved by any maxims of policy. His intents were 
evidently deep and unfriendly; but the hue of them was not 
clearly to be difcerned. Had they been murderous, there was no 
occafion for the farce which he had been playing. For, what 
rational creature is fo abandoned to humanity, .as wantonly to 
deftroy thofe who have never offended him, or lengthen mifery, 
which it is his interefl to fhorten ? our lives and property had 
been long at his difpofal ; and it was not reafonable to imagine, 
that he would delay the fentencc which would fecure the prize, 
- had he authority or inclination to execute it. We had been wit- 
nefTes to fo many inftances of his folly and caprice, that it was 
not improbable, but this adventure would terminate without pre- 
judice to us. But it mu£l be confefTed, that no little fhare of re- 
folution is neceflfary for the fupport of fuch argument, where 
reafon is too weak to oppofe the evidence of our fenfes, and re- 
flexion is lofl in the tumult of the fcene before us. Our 
minds by degrees refumed their wonted calm, and we retired to 
reft, with no other fafeguard but the eye of a beneficent God, 
without whofe regard there is no protcftion for the fleeping mo- 
narch, furrounded. by his guards. 

T H U R^S D A Y, 29th Mav. 

The dawn of day delivered us from thefe unwelcome gueils, 
conformably to their report ; and the vizier, afhamed, as we fap- 
pofe, of the tranfaftion, had the grace to pretend an utter igno- 
rance of it. On our rcmonftrating againft the violation of the 
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compa£): between iis^ he l^d the blame 6n the general of the 
troops/ who had committed fome miftake in iflbing orders 
relative to the veffeL This proof of his being yet fenfible of 
fhame, gave us hopes of an amendment in his beha^or^ and 
encouraged the captain to prefs the vizier for anothes interview 
for himfelf only, which he now condefcended to grant. Though 
productive of no real advantage, we derived great confolatlon 
from it, as the c^tain fairly extorted from him the reafon of his 
late referve. He acknowledged, that his inftru6tions concerning u$ 
were come ; but that nothing could be done in the affair, until 
the arrival of the Shawbunder, or captain of the port of Judda^ 
whom the Xerif had ordered to Yambo, to adjuft the terms of 
our departure. We had long fufpe6ted, that the vizier's defigns 
were to extort heavy duties from the veffel ; and were pleafed to 
hear, that thofe duties were to be regulated by the port of Judda ; 
which, though unreafonaMe enough, will certainly come more 
within the bounds of equity and juftice, than the confcience of 
this Arab might have demanded. 

As the name of the Xerif of Mecca fo often occurs in this 
narrative, and as his power and influence peght properly to be 
afcertained, for the elucidation of the part he bore in our deten* 
tion, I will endeavor to throw fuch light upon them, as oppor- 
tunity and inquiry have afforded me. 

The Xerif of Mecca is, in moft refpefts, on the footing of the 
Pope in the earlier days of Chriftianity, He is fovereign Pontiff 
of the Mahometan church, and a temporal as well as fpiritual 
prince. Since the extin<5lion of the Caliphs, whofe apparent 
fucceffor he is, he holds his dominions as fiefs to the Turk ; and 
is more indebted to the zeal of fuperftition than to the terror 
of his arms, for the fupport of his dignity. A prodigious de- 
cline indeed, from the importance of thofe Caliphs, who reigned 
the mailers of the Eaflera world, and ihook the neighboring 
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kingdoms of the north with dire difinay ! But ihnmk as he is 
within the limits of a province, where the Mahometan great-* 
nefe firft originated, the Xerif, in two inftances, exceeds the 
Popes in the fuUeft plenitude of their power. His honors are 
hereditary ; to poffefs which, he muft prove his deferent from the 
Prophet : and the extent of his influence reaches as far beyond 
that of the Popes, as the perfuafion of Mahomet beyond the 
Papal tenets. The remoteft corners of the Eaft pay homage to 
his title. The way-worn pilgrim . ceafekfs toils from Teflis' 
towers or Mefopotamia's wafle, to add his little mite to the trea-- 
fares of Medina's temple; while Afiatic princes, fubahs of 
Ind, and fultans of the Spicy Ifles, which weftward- bound the 
Southern ocean, enrich the Prophet's fhrine with gems and gold. 
The large fum of money which our vcflfcl brought for the fer- 
vice of the Mofque, as a peace-ofFering from the nabob of Arcot,. 
on the deceafe of his daughter, is a corroborating evidence of 
the enthufiafm of MuiTulmen. It amounted to one lack and an 
half of rupees, which is near £. 20,000 fterling, ^nd was the 
gift of a prince, whom the world need not be told is fo involved 
in debt, as not to require this drain to exhauft 1ms mortgaged 
revenues. 

The territories of the Xerif lie in the heart of Arabia, and are 
about three hundred miles long and one hundred broad. Belides- 
the cities of Mecca and Medina, to which the caravans annually 
bring the produce of diftant countries, his revenues are con- 
fiderably augmented by the commerce, that is carried on with his 
ports of Yarabo and Judda, by the veffels of Africa and India. 
Whatever fanftity he may pretend to, or indifference to the con^ 
cerns of this world, like other hypocrites iii religion, he prefers 
his own intereft to that of his Maker ; and ufes his name as an 
inflxument, to advance his own dignity and riches. The cara- 
vans, which profefledly fet out on a pious journey to Mecca, are 

more 
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more encouraged by this Pontiff for the fake of his own glory, 
than that of the Prophet ; as. the valuable goods they convey, and 
the high duties impofed upon the deluded merchants, fufficiently 
atteft. But what perfiiafion is there among tfie frail race of — yVTr-r} <V- 
mankind, which is not open to perverfion, and liable to be dif- 
graced by abfirrd rites, and idle ceremonies ? the divine parity 
of the Chriftian religion could not preferve its ftream from be- 
ing tainted, by the liiachinations oi prieilcraft, and the intern- 
perance of zeal. Nor is there much difference in the folly of 
the belief, that founds falvation on a pilgrimage to the temple of 
Mecca, or to the houfe of my lady of Loretto ! 

The prefent Xcrif is a youth under twenty years of age, and, 
what \i remarkable on account of lus family, he is as black as a 
negro. He has beeii feeh by fbme of our countrymen, but 
this is not a common thing, as he feldom ftirs from Mecca, to 
the neighborhood of which place, and Medina, no approach is 
allowed to Chriflians. Nay, to fuch a degree has their con- 
tempt of US" arifen, that neither at Mocha, Judda, nor Vambtf, 
will they fuffer a ChrilHan to go out at the gate, which looks 
towards Mecca. One of his Majefty's frigates was at Judda laft 
year, to fettle fome articles of trade between the different na- 
tions ; when the Xerif himfelf made ah cxcurfion to Judda, on 
purpofe to pay a compliment to the Britifh flag. He went on 
board the frigate ; and, to teftify his fatisfaftion at the aftivity of 
the failors, and the difcipline of the marines, he left a very 
princely gratuity to be diflributed among them. On this ap- 
pearance of good- will in the Xerif towards the Englifh, we rely 
for redrefs in the injury we have received ; though the courfe of 
juflice may be delayed, by the mifreprefentations of the knav6, 
into whofe clutches we have unfortunately fallen. 
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SATURDAY, 31ft Mav. 

This morning wc were delighted with the fight of two boats 
to the fouthward. As they came into the harbor, we leamt 
from our guard, that the (hawbunder of Judda was in the 
foremoft. But this funfhine was foon clouded by a meflage from 
the fhore, which advifed us that the perfon we expected, was in 
a boat behind. We, who were bound for Europe, thought this 
a good opportunity to folicit the vizier for our departure to 
Suez, which he might, on certain conditions, wifh to grant us, 
before the arrival of another officer to (hare in Ae profit, which 
he evidently meant to make of us. With his permiflion, there- 
fore, my three fellow-travellers and rayfelf paid him a vifit in 
the afternoon, when we were received with his wonted polite- 
nefs. We preffcd him for the immediate provifion of a boat, but 
he pretended that nothing could be done until the (hawbunder's 
arrival, except the order for a boat to be ready at a minute's 
warning. He concluded this aflfurance with a caution againft the 
impofitions of his people, and a requefi not to give any prefents, 
but to fuch as came exprefsly by his order. This was too plain 
to be mifunderftood ; and after our return to the veflel, we 
judged it expedient to tender this minifter a bribe. We found 
from long experience, that he was not to be moved by the 
force of words, and accordingly prepared a prefent, wherewith to 
melt his unrelenting breaft. It confifted of a diamond-ring, a 
fine fhaul, and a piece of gold ftuff for a drefs; and was an 
offering, rather extorted by neceffity, than fuitable to the cha- 
racters which we affumed. This we fent him by our interpreter, 
and had the pleafare to learn that it was gracioufly received. 
We met in return, with a repetition of thofe affurances of his 
protci^on, which he had before lavifhed upon us. 

I cannot 



[ 6j ] 

I cannot help relating here a curious circumftancc of the di- 
vers of Arabia, whofe (kill exceeds that of any others which I 
have read of. The mafter of a boat, which was juft returned 
from Tor, offered to recover the anchor, which I mentioned to 
have been loft by our veffcl, while fhe was at the entrance of the 
harbor. As it lay in fixteen fathom water, the captain gave 
little credit to the fellow's pretenfions, but was wilUng to try 
the experiment, as much from a motive of curiofity as any other. 
The diver was to earn but a third of the fixed reward, fhould hb 
attempts mifcarry. He brought his boat to the veflcl to-day, and 
accompanied our long-boat, with an officer on board, to the 
mouth of the harbor. And from this officer I had the following 
particulars. 

When they came to the fuppofed place, the diver went down 
in fixteen fadioms, with no other preparation than a weight to 
his feet, and a piece of wood on his noftrils, to prevent his-^^=^^ 
fetching his breath in the water. There was a rope faftened 
to his arm, by which he gave notice when he wanted to be drawn 
up. At the fignal made, he was run up by his comrades with 
amazing celerity. He informed the officer that he had feen the 
anchor at fome diftance -, and taking a rope of fufficient ftrength 
to hold it, he dived ag^n to an equal depth, and tied it to the 
ring of the anchor. Upon weighing it, however, it turned out 
not to be ours, but a large grapnel belonging to the annual 
Judda veffel, which failed from hence fome months ago. After 
this difappointment, to make good what he had afTerted of his 
Ikill, the fellow went down in two-and-twenty fathoms, though 
the wind began to freflien, and the fea to be ruffled. He ftaid 
between two and three minutes under watei', according to the 
watch of the gentleman prefent. Nay, after he came into the 
boat, this amphibious creature did not take the preffure frpm 
his noftrils for near a minute longer ; and appeared not in the 
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leaft fatigued or difcompofed. He affirmed, ihat upon occaiion, 
he can dive feme fathoms deeper i and in a cahn day, can fee 
ten fathoms around him. That he can walk about with great 
eafe at the bottom of the fea, and (eparate branches of coral from 
the rocks, with an ax or a faw. As a proof of which, he pro- 
duced a large branch of coral, which he had taken out of a bay 
to the northward. 1 have a piece of this coral in my pofleffion. 
Anxious as he appeared to be for the recovery of our anchor, 
we have reafon to believe that the poor man had been forbidden 
by the vizier to get it ; as he means to turn it to Ins own ac- 
count, after our departure. I am fenfible that the divers go to 
a great depth, in the pearl-fifheries in the Gulph of Perfia, 
where they are affifted by machines of various conftru6Hons : but 
fuch a marvellous inftance as I have related, of natural powers 
unaided by the efforts of art, (hould have died in fdence for 
me, had it not fallen, in a manner, under our immediate obler- 
vation. 

The only recreation we enjoy, is failing about the harbor in one 
of the fliip's boats. And this is rather connived at by our guard, 
than allowed of by the vizier, whofe orders concerning us are 
very rigid. In the courfe of thefc cruizes, we have had oppor- 
tunities to make ourfelves well acquainted with the harbor, and 
to produce the plate which has been exhibited of it. But all 
our obfervations tended nothing towards our own enlargement. 
There is but one channel into the harbor, and the wind con- 
ftantly blows into it at this feafon. It is not, therefore, the lofs 
of our guns, or the prefence of a guard, that detains us. Defpair 
would furnifh us with arms to rid us of this obftacle, were the 
door of efcape open to our veflel. 
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MONDAY, 2d Jy^E. 

This morning the long-cxpc6tcd boat brought in the fliaw-» 
bunder of Judda* At nine o^clock he came aboard the Adventure^ 
and delivered our captain a letter from the Xerif himfelf, and 
pother from Captain Anderfon. The firft letter contained per* 
miffion for the captain to go where he plcafed, on paying the 
duties of the port of Yambo ; an impofition which is levied on 
all veflels that enter the Xerif's ports, whether they difpofe of 
their cargoes or not. If he preferred going to Judda, no duties^ 
were to be paid at Yambo ; but in that cafe, the veffel was to 
be given as a fecurity, into the charge of the Xerif s fervants ; 
and the captdn and his officers were to proceed to Judda, on a 
boat which fhould be provided for them. The vizier was like- 
wife directed to difpatch the packets, and the gentlemen wha 
had the care of them, in a proper boat to Suez. Such was the 
fubftance of the Xerif s orders.. They were in fome refpefis, 
unrcafonable enough, and betrayed a greater regard to his own 
benefit, than a readinefs .to do us juftice. But our fituation con-i 
fidercd, it will be eafily. believed, that we were more fatisfied than 
otherwife, at the receipt of thefe tidings. 

The contents of Captain Anderfon's letter were not lefs agree- 
able. After condoling with us on our misfortune, he tells us,, 
that the Swallow iloop of war, which had been on a voyage to 
Suez, was juft arrived at Judda. That on learning our fitua- 
tion, her commander. Captain Panton, had demanded fatisfac- 
tion of the government, for the infult that had been offered to 
the Britifh flag. It was plain from his letter, that the Xerif 
was unacquainted with this demand, when his inftrudions rela- 
tive to us, were forwarded to Yambo. But we doubted not that 
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otir wrongs would be rcdrefled, by the prefence of a naval officer^ 
of the known fpirit and humanity of Captain Panton. Capfaun 
Bacon and the fopercargoes of the Adventure, would foon have 
an opportunity of making a perfoiial application to him at Judda^ 
on this head. But the gentlemen bound for Europe, thought 
it expedient to join with me, in a reprefentation of the damages 
we jhad incurred, by the treachery of the Xerif s government. 
This letter we forwarded to Captain Panton by the hands of 
Captain Bacon ; and though no benefit may accrue to us from 
the refult, we (hall be fatisfied to hear that the infult is revenged, 
by the interpofition of the Britifti arms. 

Our profpeft of getting to England now recurred with ten- 
fold pleafure ; and we were not willing to lofe a moment in tak- 
ing advantage of the Xerif s permiffion. The interpreter was 
immediately diQ)atched to the vizier, to remind him of his pro- 
mife. He returned with a Nokidah, or mafter of a boat, whom 
this crafty minifter pretended to have fent us, that we might 
make our own terms with him. This modeft fellow had the 
confidence to afk us 700 dollars and a drefs, for the freight of 
his boat to Suez. I fay freight, as we were to find provifions, 
and even water, ourfelves. When the direft diftance be confi- 
dered, which fcarcely exceeds 1 50 leagues, and the boat itifelf be 
examined, which is without a deck, and not fo well found as! 
a Comifh fi(hing-fmack, no one will pronounce the demand to 
be within the bounds of moderation, thoUgh prrferred by an 
Arab. But we were in abfolute want of the boat, and were 
fain to fee ourfelves cheated, with our eyes open. We found 
this convenient agent inflexible in his purpofe, and were glad to 
ftrike the bargain at 650 dollars, the major part of which, we 
ihrewdly fufpedted, would go into the vizier's coffers. And 
this was the return which his gratitude fuggefted, for theprefent 
which we made him ! but we were obliged to keep our fulpi- 
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cions and bur complaints^ equally a fecrct. It was in the vizier's 
power to frame a thoufand delays in our undertaking, and con- 
fequently, our intereft to wink at an impofition^ by which we 
iecured his proteftion. On thefe principles, therefore, we agreed 
to give more for the hire of a boat, than ftie was intrinfically 
worth. And, happy to efcapc- from the ihare which befet us, 
we did not liiink our liberty dearly purchafed, at the price of 
being handfomely fleeped^ When this weighty matter was fet- 
tled, the Arab retired, to give his employer the agreeable intelli- 
gence of his fuccefs, while we feriouily prepared ourfelves to turn 
a bad bargain to the beft account. 

SUNDAY, 8th June. 

The laft week was employed in regulating the affairs of the 
vcflel. There was not the beft appearance of harmony between 
the vizier and the fhawbunder^ which operated to retard her 
difpatch. By fome blunder of the former, the cargo was or- 
dered afhore; and though this procedure feemed to contradict 
Ae Xerif 's commands, the captain could not dilpute the plea- 
fure Qf the vizier. By the (hawbunder's reprefcntation, however,, 
the cargo was forthwith returned to the veflel ; but a bale of cal- 
hcoes was miffing. This was undoubtedly embezzled by the 
vizier and his people, who ftoutly denied having received it, 
though oppofed by the teftimonies of the fupercargoes, and the 
officers of the Adventure. Two days were fpent.infruitlefs diA 
putes on this fubjed; and there is no pronouncing to what a 
length they would have been fpun out, had not a feafonable 
hint which the vizier dropped, finally decided them;. He affi^dt- 
cd to declare, that as his honor was doubted, he Wiift infift upon 
things refting as they wer^, until juftice had been done to him 
at Mecca. There needed no more, to convince us of the abfur- 
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dity of pcrfevcrance agtitift Tuch a tchara6t«r. W€ were ascer- 
tained of his being capable of the Uackeft anions 3 and tbe cap- 
tain wifely refolvcd to forego his right, and give a receipt for the 
whole cargo. 

The(e vexatious tranfaftbns detained my felk)W-travella:*s and 
Biyfelf at Yambo» as the veilel's departure and ours was to take 
place together. But every thing being now prepared for the pro- 
iecution of our ooafting voyage^ our debts at this place dif^ 
^harged^ and the boat we had agreed for^ having been exchanged 
for another, which the vizier, for reafons beft kiwwn to himfelf^ 
pitched upon for us, we this afternoon obtained our audience of 
leave of this extraordinary perfonage. We were received with 
that politenefs and affability, which in miniilers of ftate, cover 
a multitude of imperfef^iond^ Thefe are the bright fides* of po- 
litical chara£ttrs, whne an agreeable light is blended wil^ the 
Andes that overcaft tfafiocu Had our knowledge of this man been 
confined ta extemak, we Qiouldf have quitted Yambo^ with the 
moft favorable ideas of his difpofiticw. But the brutality of his 
condu6t could not be fbftened by ^ polifh of his manners^ and 
the conviction of his treachery flafhed through the vail of a 
&nooth tongue and a winnaig addrefs. We were refolved, never- 
thele&, ta appear fatiafied of his iincerityi v«hich,. in truth, we 
now gave him more credit fo^^ tl»n fince our acquaintance comrr 
menced. He had no longer any probable motive to anniie us ; 
and the Xerif 's commands are reputed to be held too facred, to- 
be fported with by his fervants* We took in good part, the 
wiihes he expref&d for our &k arrival at Suez.^ and received 
the paflport which he gave us for the fecurity of our perfons, 
with entire confidence ia the virtue of its contents.. We took 
our leave c^ the vizier,, amid a profufion of high- flown compli- 
ments, which we had neither the capacity nor inclination to re«- 
turn« The natives of the Eaft are ib habituated to this^ mode of 
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of fpccch> that wcU-ttimed compliments fell from their Hp*t 
with inexpref&bk Featdinefs* And the Arabka lai^uage is &> fu- 
pcrior m elegance to the reft, that this people^ in other refpe<Sl:s 
fo rcmarkabte for* their fimplicity, exceed dl other nations in 
Ac delicacy of their cxprefliony and the agreeable wildnefs of 
their images. 

MONDAY, ^thJuSE. 

Thi^ has been a buijr, as well as a joyful day for u$. On 
the eve of recovering our liberty, after a tedious and painftii de^ 
tentioh, like the birds wha efcape the cage which with-heUh 
them, and flutter abroad without a thought of the confequences, 
we oiriy rgoiced over the prfefent momettiti, unheedful of the tx»ls 
we might fall into, or t3ie dange]:^ fh^fr might await us in coaft-^^ 
ing a wild and unknown fhore> and; as tht poet &ndf filya^ 
** witit no other ftay fave innocmcc^ afid Hteuren/' We could 
only provide againff oBviowp eatamities^ We wdre well fur-- 
nifhed with fire- arms and ammunition, to guard againft open 
attacks, and with rice and water,* fo obviate the* calls^ of hungrier 
alidtfaiift. But the friendfiiip^ of Captain Bacon &t us abcMTt; 
anftrering the mere neceffities of nature. He fupplied us with 
many articles, which* might have been dif{ien^ with in the voyw 
age which we had^ undfertiakcn, had we meant t<> have kept a tar. 
blefratableto our accommodations in an open boat. But ho 
was wiHing that we fhould be as well provided as his fhip would 
afford ; and we could' not in juftice, refuie him the pleafure of 
crowning his genteel behavior during a four-mionths voyage^ 
by this more matenal •inflance^ of his attention. It will appear* 
a myffery to people in Europe, who are obliged to pay extrava^ 
gantly for a paflTage from one kingdom to another, to learn- that 
die commanders, in general, in the country fervice in Indian ^ 

K 2 think 



[ 68 1 

tfuhk your entertainment fufficiently repaid by the pleafure o£" 
your company > and are only fhidious to render a pafiage agreea* 
ble to you, which can no otherwife redound to their benefit^, 
than what a Uberal mind feels on the exertion of an hofpitable 
action. This remark is due to the gentlemen dF a fervice, which 
has been too much difparaged by the ill conduft of fome unworthy 
members. The charadler of Captain Bacon, and others that I 
could mention from experience^ will more than atone for the 
defedtion of the reft. I fhould not omit, among the reft of 
his favors, that he fumifhed us with a tafcar, or mariner, who 
had fome knowledge of the Arabic tongue. It would be painful 
to conceive the difficulties, to which we might be reduced in the 
courfe of our journey, were not this man to be with us, to in- 
terpret our wants, and to give the people we dealt with, a 
more favorable idea of Chriftians. He is a MufTulman, and is 
likely to gain fome credit with thoie of lus perfuafion. And yet 
we were on the point of iettingout, without any interpreter ;. 
neither refle£tiiig on poilible eventSjt nor providing ag^dnft hu- 
manr accidents. 

Wefupped for the laft time,, on board the Adventure; and 
after taking a parting glafs, and a cordial leave of Captsun Ba- 
con and the reft of ouk friends,. Ma).or Alexander, Lieutenant 
* * ♦, Mr. Hammond, and myfelf, attended by my Europeaa 
fervant, two (lave-boys erf the major's, one of Lieutenant * ♦ ♦'s, 
and Ibrahim, our interpreter,, ftepped into the veflel's pinnace, 
and were prefently conveyed ta the boat, which we reached about 
ten o'clock at night. I would attempt to give the reader fome 
idea of the place we got into> but the defcription demands aa 
higher coloring than my pencil can convey. If he can imagine,, 
however, the iituation of four gentlemen, crowded together in a 
fquare of about five feet diameter, with no defence from the 
noontide funs and midnight dewfi of the Arabian coaft,, deprived 
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of the linallcft exercife of their limbs, and condemned to th& 
conftant fociety of the boat's crew, wholly at the difcretion of 
a perfidious race, and with the pro(pe£i of a long and tedious 
cruize in an unknown fea-^he may gather fome ftunt traits of 
the undertaking we were engaged in. As we fought the danger, 
there can be no vanity in ipeaking of it : as fomething more 
than an idle temerity, enforced the profecution of a voyage, the 
^fficulties of which we were fufficiently apprized of, 

JOURNAL OF THE BOAT IMPOSITION 
FROM. YAMBO TOWARDS SUEZ. 

I li I . 



TUESDAY, lodi June. 

.We were difturbedat day-brea3c by the arrival of the nokidahy 
and pilot who is to navigate the boat, which, from the price w« 
have paid for her, we have named the Impofition. They brought 
another Arab and three Abyflinian. flaves with them, who made 
up her crew. And thefe are full fufficient to manage her. 
Could we confult our eafe before our fafety, we would wUingly 
difpenfe with this addition ta our numbers, which greatly ex- 
ceed the fize and convenience of our bark. We found no little 
difficulty, laft night, in providing for our repofc. Our chefts 
form a fquare in the center of the boat, and my companions 
and I, each take up his lodging on his own. chcft. Our fer- 
vants difpofed themfelves in fuch places, as they could obtain a 
footing upon j but this increafe to our fociety, will reduce them 
to the ncccffity of fecuring a poft for themfelves. 
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We weighed aiir anchoi: at 6 A. M. and ftood to the weft- 
wardj, with the wind at N. by W, Bat we had not got a l?ag;ue 
out, when the wind hauled round to N. W. This obliged us 
to run back again^ and anchor at the mouth of the harbor. 

We had not been here loi^ when a boat paifed us, wiA 
Captain Bacon and his chief n^e on boards They are hound 
for Judda, and we had but ]uft time to hail each other, and 
renew our wifhcs for our reciprocal welfare. The wind witt be 
fair for their boat, when they get clear of the harbor ; and their 
paffage promifes to be a fpeedy one, in proportion as the wind 
k unfavorable to us. 

The wind was ftrong all day from the N. W. In the even- 
ing we faw the Adventure^ ftanding towards us. There were but 
a few of her fails iet; and the Arabian pilots, to whofe charge 
fhe is committed by the Xenf 'i order, not being able to make 
any hand of it, brought her to an anchor again in the har- 
bor. This outfet proves the little. kiiowlcd||e of theft pilots ; 
and it will be well if they carry her fafely to Judda, confidering 
the great ^fibrence between^ wcnking; her, mui veflBs: lifted for 
coailing voyage 

I have ^UKxed a: chart of the Red^fea, ifoom.Yaaibo te SiTa> 
that the reader may puifue the toack of theboatt ar he reads tins 
journal. 

WEDNESDAY, nth June. 

The nokidah and pilot flept upon the poop laft night. Ow 
arrangement, therefore, is as follows. They have pofibffedthcm* 
felves <^ the ftern ; my companions and myjfelf occupy the mid«^ 
fp&ce,.and our fervants and the crew ke^ in the fore*part of 
the boat. We have mounted* a muiketoon upon the gimnel, 
and have our fufdes and piitols loaded. But a» we are as yet^ 
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under the proteftion of the fort, we have not began to keep 
watch during the nighty 

At 6 A. M, we weighed with the wind at S, W. and ftood 
N. W. and ran atttHit three leagues i but the wind fuddenlj veer- 
ing rodttd to the wfeft aftd W. N* W. the pilot found he couid 
not reaeh his intended anchoring-place, and, ta our great mor^ 
tification> ran back before the wind, to an opening betweeit 
the rocks. Thefe tocks ai^ a part of a reef, that extends from 
Judda to Cape Mcdiomet, and in which our veflel was unfor* 
tunatcly entangled, when we were driven to the neceffity o£ 
pirttltog ititb Yathbo. We underiland there are particular places 
upon this coaft, which veflels are obliged to reach during the day, 
or elfe Aey itiuft, at times, run back to the birth whidh they 
left, fbf i«rant of anthoAng-groumL At oie of thefe ftages^ 
bur boat brought to, at twelve o'clock, whitSv is the propereft 
term that can be ufed on the occafion. Ai t^ boat approaches 
iJie reef, one of the crew jumps from the iWecaftfe^ with a hook 
in each hand, and diving tinder the reef, fafbens the boc^ to^ 
the rodts, which are rendered porous by the water. The boat 
ride* here in fmooth water, with her fides almdl toudiing the 
rocks. And here a vefTel of confiderable burden, might ride ;. 
as the water is f6 deep^ that we cannot find a bottom with.(c«» 
▼crat fathoms of rope. 

We took an obfervation at noo^, and fbund otfrfelves in the 
latitude of 24* 10' north. We have hitherto made little or no 
progrefi in our voyage 1 but are not to defpair, becaufe the 
winds have been contrary for two days. In the afternoon wfe 
iaw the Adventure^ ftanding to the fouthwaid* This denoMs^ 
that fhe is clear of Ae harbor, but fhe feems to be going under 
a very eafy faiU 

THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, 12th Junb. 

The nokidah waded aihore during the night, in order to go 
to Yambo for a Ipar, to replace one which was carried away 
yefterday. He had not left us long, when a brifc breeze fprung 
up from the land, with which we might have made aftretch 
to the northward, had pur mafter been aboard. But this is only 
on a fuppofition, that thefe people work their boats in the 
night, which we have, indeed, but too much reafon to doubt. 
At day-break the wind fhifted to the N. W. fo that when the 
nokidah returned, he found that it was irapoffible for us to 
ftir. He brought fome intelligence refpefting the Adventure. 
It ieems that the Arabian pilots are fo unfldlftil in the manage-*^ 
ment of a veliel of her conftru£lion, that the fupercargoes and 
the officer who remain on board, are afraid of being caft away 
in the paflfage to Judda. They have already loft all her. own 
anchors by their ignorance; and it is a great chance, if they 
fucceed better with the grapnels, which they have taken in, to 
iupply ;the lofs. The iituation of this veflel is very peculiar. 
She was reduced to her prefent diftrefs by the treachery of thefe 
J)arbarians ; and is in danger of being wrecked by their ob« 
ftinacy, in not permitting Captain fiacon to take charge of her, 
^awhen jthey carry her clear of the rocks. But vengeance, no 
doubt, awaits the injured. This is not the firft time, that the 
EnglUh flag has redrefled her fubjedts, even in this remote fea : 
•And the hour perhaps will come, when the Xerif of Mecca will 
be forced to do juftice to the fufferers on the fiiow Adventure. 

About nine o clock the wind changed to the fouthward ; but 
we could not take advantage of it, on account of the ^(ence 
of fome of our company. Lieutenant * * * went afhorc at fix 
o'clock, on pretence of gathering famphire, and took Ibrahim, 
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ournterpreter with him. We were a little furprized at tlicir 
ftay ; but when the wind became favorable, we difpatched a ma- 
riner into the country, to recal them to the boat. But how-, 
was our furprize increafed, when the meffenger returned, and 
informed us, that they were not to be found ! Various were our 
conjeftures on this occalion. We at one time, fancied that tLey 
had wandered beyond their knowledge, and were gone towards 
the beach, by tracing which they muft at length find the boat. 
At another, we apprehended they had been furprized by the wild 
Arabs, and carried into flavery. The true caufe was the furtheft 
from our thoughts. But fomething poffefled our nokidah to be- 
lieve, that the abfentecs were gone to Yambo. Whether he had 
obferved Lieutenant ♦ * ♦ 's difcontent at his fituation, and fuf- 
pefted that he was engaged in a bufinefs unfavorable to him> 
fo it was, the nokidah's penetration exceeded ours, and he de- 
termined to feck them at Yambo. It was about noon when 
he fet out for the town, which is about two leagues from 
hence ; and, that nothing might be wanting on our parts, to re- 
cover our friends, we directed two mariners to take different routes 
in fearch of Aem, while we hoifled a fignal on our mainmaft, 
and difcharged our mulketoon repeatedly, in hopes of attrafting 
their notice. At 3 P. M. the wind came about to the N. W. 
and blew from that point the refl of the day. 

Our mariners returned with as little fuccefs, as before. Our opi- 
nions now began to waver, and we fufpefted that Lieutenant **♦ 
had taken fome extraordinary flep. Ever fince our imprifonment 
at Yambo, his conduft had been the reverfe to what we had known 
it. His prejudice againft the Arabs exceeded all bounds, and his 
apprehenfions of them feemed to have difordered his intellefts. 
He often expreffed fuch an abhorrence of the voyage we were 
about to engage iq, that we more than once prefTed him to for- 
bear accompanying us. We had obferved with concern, that 
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he had betrayed fears for his life ever lince he entered the boat r 
and was alviays on the watch, while we fkpt in the fecurity 
which our fituation required. We were too near to Yambo, to 
cxpe<a danger from the country ; and all refiftance would 
be vain, were harm intended us by the government. But the 
night before, he had declared, that our Arabs meant to murder 
us at fupper. Then, that they had deferred it until midnight, 
Thefe, and many other extravagancies which he committed, we 
attributed to the efFefts of diftruft, and contented ourfelves with 
laughing at them ; although he frequently protefted, that he had. 
overheard the Arabs debating on the manner of our deaths. 

The day thus paffed over our heads,, while we labored under a. 
weight of vexation and anxiety. We had miffed of as fair a wind 
as could blow for us ; and were uncertain of the fate,, which had 
befallen Lieutenant * * * and Ibrahim. At five o'clock we difco- 
vered camels and a guaid of foldiers at a diftance^ which actually 
turned out to be their efcort. Our looks mutually exhibited afto^ 
nifhment and confufion at this meeting. But we pitied the fitua- 
tion of our companion, and forbore to reproach him in the prcr 
fence of the guard. He feemed much agitated and fatigued, and 
ipoke but little on his arrival. From our interpreter and the 
guard, weJearnt the particulars of his expedition. It appears^ that 
Xis diftruft of our Arabs had. fo worked upon the mind of Lieu- 
tenant * * ♦„ as to induce him to return^ in a clandeftine; man- 
ner, to the visder of Yambo, and communicate his fufpicions. 
On their reaching the fhore, he artfully drew Ibrahim towards 
the town, and, on their getting about a mile, by threats and enr 
treaties, he perfuaded the fimple fellow to accompany him. On 
their reaching the town, they were laid hold of by fome Arabs; 
and carried, as they defired, before the vizier. They were rcr 
ceivcd very politely by that minifter, and the complaint of Lieu- 
tenant * ♦ * was fo far attended to, that a guard was ordered to 
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take the boat-people into cuftody. At this moment the 
nokidah arrived, and gave evidence of his innocence, by the 
relation of our behavior on the abfence of tlie accufer. The 
tables were now turned, and Lieutenant * * * was fent back 
to us, in the manner before recited. The vizier difpatched 
an Hindoo with him, to.affure us, in the Moor tongue, that we 
had nothing to fear from the boat-people, whofe lives (hould 
anfwer for our fafety. We were obliged, in our own defence, to 
difovvn any knowledge of Lieutenant * * *'s intentions ; and to 
thank the vizier for his candid behavior on this occafion. The 
guard then departed, with a gratification which we made them 
for their trouble. 

As accufations and repinings were equally vain, we determined 
among ourfelves, to be filent on this myfterious conduft of 
Lieutenant * * *. We, however, reprimanded Ibrahim very fe- 
verely, in' his prefence, for the folly which he had been guilty of; 
and came to a general refolution, not to go on Ihore on the 
continent, nor detain the boat for any one, who ventured to do 
fo in future. After we went to bed, we obferved Lieutenant * » * 
go to the poop, and by means of geftures, and the few words 
of Arabic of which he is matter, hold a kind of difcourfe with 
the nokidah and pilot. He came to his fcrutoire once or twice^ 
and we fuipe6V took out money. What he did with it, or what 
will be the ifTue of his unhappy turn of mind, we cannot deter- 
mine. It was late when he laid down, and we have reafon to be- 
lieve his reft is broken and unfound. 

FRIDAY, 13th June. 

Our boat got under fiiil at four o'clock this morning, with a 
light breeze from the land. Though (he is too large to row 
againft an head fea, we found the advantage of having oars on 
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board. The weather was fb moderate, we made life of them the 
greateft part of the morning. At mne A, M. the wind fhifted 
to the S. W. but proved very faint. We felt the rage of the 
fim to-day pretty fevcrely. While we are under fail, it is not 
poffible for us to put up a canvafs awning, with which we are 
furnifhed. But to advance quicker in our progrefs, we muft be 
content to be expofed in this manner. About 3 P, M. the wind 
came roimd to the favorite point, the N, W. which obliged 
us to run into finooth water, and bring to, as before, betweea 
the breakers and the Ihore ; from the latter of which we arc 
about a mile diftant. The coaft here is rather low, but the 
mountains rife a few miles behind it^ The flky was too hazy for 
us to take an obfervation at noon ; but by our reckoning, we 
have gained about three leagues to the northward in the laft 
run. 

Juft as the boat came to anchor. Lieutenant * ♦ *'s infirmity 
plainly difcovered itfelf. We had been confirmed fince yefterday, 
in our fufpicions of his brain being touched. His appetite waa. 
gone, his looks were wild and difordered, and his converfation 
continually bordered upon madnefs. He told us, when the boat 
ftpod out to fea this morning, that the Arabs were carrying us 
there to murder us ; and, when fhe ftood into land, he changed 
his tone, and pronounced our deaths to be prepared for us here. 
We little regarded fuch ftrange fancies ; but were alarmed much at 
his feizing his f\yord when we came to anchor, and bidding us to 
fland upon our defence. The Arabs were now juftly frightened 
at his extravagance, and we had much ado to perfuade him to lay 
by his fword. This circumftance had been overlooked, and we 
had determined only to keep a ftri6t eye on his conduft ; when 
the arrival of two boats, from th? northwiard, in the cove we are. 
in, opened a flrai^e and unexpefted fcene^. 

As they approached us, Liejut^nant; * * * betrayed the flrongeft 
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fymptoms of uneafinefs. He gravely bade us prepare for death; 
and, unaccountably, made thefe new-comers privy to our fate. 
It was in vain that we affured him, they could have no intima- 
tion of ^ny ill which was meant us ; ftrangers as they were, and 
accidental as our meeting had been. Such an unhappy prepof- 
feflion had he taken againft the Arabians in general, that no 
opinion, no reafoning of ours, could avail. We knew that he 
had but little knowledge of the Arabic language i but every word 
that had an affinity to thofe of wicked purport, was converted, 
by his diftempered imagination, into the very mifchief itfelf ; as 
his infefted fight, in like manner, turned fticks into fpears, and 
knives into daggers. The ears of Ibrahim were open as well as 
his, and his ready apprehenfion of the language would have ad- 
vertifed us of danger, if any were at hand. 

It had been whilpered; to us, that fome money had been given 
to our nokidah laft night; and we were now not a little afto- 
nifhed to find from Lieutenant ♦ * * himfelf, that the fum was 
nolefs than 75 Venetians, which he had divided between the no* 
kidah and pilot, to.fave his life. He lamented, however, that it 
was in vain ; for our deaths were fixed upon, and we ihould foon 
follow Captain Bacon and the gentlemen in the Adventure, 
who, he vehemently affirmed, had been maflacred fome days be- 
fore. To divert thefe ftrange thoughts as much as poffible, a 
flave-boy of Major Alexander's played on the fiddle, while the 
Arabs in the other boats, joined us with their kinds of mufic. 
We had fupped, and were looking at fome fifh, which were play- 
ing about the boat, when Lieutenant ♦ * * fuddenly fprang from 
his feat, with two fwords in his hand, and running to the ma- 
jor, gave him one fword to defend himfelf, and attempted to 
draw the other, as he faid his life was in danger, from a man 
near the mainmafi: of the boat, who had a poniard in his hand. 
The boat was immediately filled with confufion; the crew 
3^ crouded 
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crouded together in the ftern, and called out to the other boat, 
which puflied away from us in hafte. The matter was too criti- 
cal to be trifled with ; and the frenzy of our companion had be- 
come too confpicuous, to be palliated. He was accordingly 
feized, and difarmed by us ; and, in the ftruggle, the major re- 
ceived a flight wound in the foot, from the other's fword. 

We now began to be alarmed for ourfelves. The ftrange 
boats might judge from appearances, that we had hoflile inten- 
tions, and perhaps attempt to fecurc themielves, in a manner 
not very agreeable to us. The nokidah of ours came to us, and 
pofitively declared, that he would not get under fail again, 
while Lieutenant * * * remained on board. It was to no pur- 
pofe that we offered to pledge our lives for the fafety of himfclf 
and crew ; and to keep a conftant watch on our unhappy friend. 
Tlie man was Jftartled at the mad freaks which had been com- 
mitted; and owned to us, that he thought our lives in equal 
danger with his own : as in his frantic fits. Lieutenant * * * 
would not be able to diftinguifli his friends from his imaginary 
foes. The reader may fuppofe that this inflnuation made no 
impreflion upon us. Our repugnance in parting with our com- 
panion in fo melancholy a fituation, awakened all our eloquence, 
and redoubled our efforts .to Jteep him with us. For fome 
hours did we argue the matter with our nokidah and pilot, who 
had now joined him. But they remained deaf to our remon- 
ft ranees. We found ourfelves reduced to the neceflity of either 
foregoing our voyage, or complying with thefc fellows' demand, 
of defiring Lieutenant * * * to return to Yambo upon one of 
the boats near us. This boat is afterwards to proceed to Judda 5 
where he will find Captain Bacon, and be certain of being ac- 
commodated in his veffel. 

When we faw there was no alternative, but what had been 
propofcd to us, we were fain to acquiefce, however ftrong our 
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lelutElance to fuch a meafiire. But on a fcrious review of it. 
Lieutenant * * *'s intereft may have demanded it, as much as 
our own. The bufinefs we are engaged in, is of too great con- 
fequence to be forgone ; and by his going to Judda, we are af- 
certained that he is likely to meet with the afliftance which hia 
unfortunate cafe requires, from the furgeon of the Swallow floop 
of war. Whereas, by proceeding with us, his malady would 
daily encreafe, by the force of the terrors which he entertains of 
our Arabs. And fome months would perhaps elapfe before 
he could receive the advice of an European furgeon. The 
opportunity of removing him might never occur again ; and 
the idea of beholding him funk in the laft ftage of madnefs, 
bound hand and foot, and out of the reach of medicine, 
prefents a pi6bure too diftrefling to encounter j even in fancy. 
A letter was therefore written to Captain Bacon, with a fum- 
mary of the untoward^ affair. We requefted him to fupply 
Lieutenant * * * with the money which he had paid for his (hare^ 
of the boat; for which Captain. Bacon was to call on ourattor- 
nies in India. 

Our nokidah now hailed one oFthe boats, andT induced it to? 
draw near iis ag^n . He related the • caufe of the late difturbance, 
and agreed with the roafter of it, to land Lieutenant * ♦ * and . 
Ids flave-boy at Yambo, and afterwards carry him to Judda. 
He was now afked the amount of the fum, which he had re- 
ceived the lafl night from Lieutenant * *^ *• The nokidah and 
pilot ^)roduced 25 Venetians, which they declared were all hc.^ 
: had given them. It was impoflible to difcover the truth. Lieu- 
tenant * * * might perchance bemiftaken, and they be apt to 
deceive us in fuch a point; It appears, however, of little mo- 
ment to our poor friend ; who is in a mcK>d to give away all his 
money to the^rft man he is diftruftful of. 

It was now. midnight,. anctXieutertant ♦ * * feemed defirous* 
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of pafling the night with us; which he once more folemnly 
averred, was the laft which he or we fliould ever know. As we 
were not to part until day-break, we readily aflented to this 
delire. We prevailed on him to lie down on one of our beds, 
as he was afraid to remain in his own. At his own requeft, and 
for the fatisfaftion of our Arabs, Mr. Hammond and myfclf 
kept watch over him until morning. I do not remember to have 
ever been engaged in a more difagreeable office. Our humanity 
was wounded by the objeft before us; and our confciences 
were touched at a refolution, which we had been obliged to 
adopt in our own defpite. The reader of fenfibility will feel for 
our perplexity. Not a wink of fleep did our charge get 
during the night. He ftarted up every moment in his bed, 
or called out to us to know, what villain ftood behind him 
with a drawn fword ! He feemed not to apprehend danger from 
the other boats ; or to dream of afTaflins, but among our own 
people. 

SATURDAY, 14th June. 

At day-break the iignal was made for failing. Lieutenant 
♦ ♦ * arofe, rather more compofed than ufual, and permitted his 
baggage to be put into the other boat, without complainings 
He had reflexion enough at this moment, to fee the neceffity of 
our feparation ; and affured us, that he held himfelf in no more 
danger in one place than another. It was his firm opinion that 
our deftiny was certain, whether in this vcffcl or that, at Yambp 
or at Judda. We paid, for his pal&gc, and gave the matter of 
the boat a verbal meflage for the vizier, to advertifc him of our 
companion's fituation, and to requeft his good offices, in getting 
him conveyed fafely to Judda. Our letter for Captain Bacon, 
we committed to the flave-boy,* together with his mafter's 
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fwofds and keys, this Is a flirewd lioneft boy, who we make 
no doubt will be as careful as he can be, of his mafter, on this 
fhort pafTage* We had the fatisfaftion to perteive, that Lieu- 
tenant * * * left us much more readily, than we could have ex- 
pefted. Though his antipathy to the Arabs is rooted in his pre- 
fent diforder, he dillinguifhes ours more particularly, in his 
diftruft J and perhaps, the quitting their company, is a temporary 
relief to his mind. Fortunate did we hold it, that not an angry 
word was requifite, to haften his departure; affected as we were 
at the fituation of a perfon, whom we had fome regard for, and 
averfe to embittering the potion which was prepared for him. 
Our principal confolation arofe from the wind being fair for hh 
return. It enfured his reaching Yambo in a few hours ; and 
might throw him even in the way of the Adventure, which we 
had feen at the mouth of the harbor but two days before. At 
all events, we depended on the vizier's treating him with the fame 
humanity as before ; and complying with the requefl:, which we 
had made in his behalf. 

The boats had not long left us with Lieutenant * * *, when 
a breeze of wind came off the land. We prefently got under 
fail, and had made a good ftretch along fiiore, when the wind 
fuddenly came ahead, and blew fo ftrong, as to oblige us to tack 
about, and look for a ftielter from its fury. We ran back a 
good way on this defign, and at ji A. M. entered a large bay 
encircled by a reef of rocks, to which we faftened our boat, in 
the manner before defcribed. This bay is called Jeraboop, by 
the Arabians* In the middle of it there is an ifland, on which 
ftands a priefl:*s houfe. His name is Beridi, and we underAand 
that he is vifited by all the faithful who pafs by, on account of 
his extreme piety and old age. We were too much taken up 
with the late misfortune which had befallen our fociety, to in- 
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dulge curiofity; and left our Arabs to pay their devotions on the 
ifland alone. 

We could get no obfervation at noon. The wind blew very- 
violent the whole day from the N. W, but there is no fea in this 
bay, though it is two miles acrofs from the rocks to the (hore, 
which is here as mountainous as ufual. We caught fome beau- 
tiful rock-fifh in the evening, with our hooks. They were well 
tafted, and encouraged us to hope for fuch refrefhments, at other 
places on the coaft. The wind increafed during the night, and 
threatens a ftorm. 

SUNDAY, 15th June. 

We cannot move this morning, as the wind (till remains con- 
trary : the weather is very boifterous without, but we may laugh 
at the ftorm, which idly fpends its rage on the reef of rocks, 
that rifes up, like the fevenfold fhield of Ajax, between us and 
danger. Never was a coaft fo provided by nature, with a barrier 
againft the hoftilities of the fea or of mankind. The very furge 
is not permitted to lafli it. And all the navy of Europe would 
be deterred by this formidable outwork from approaching any 
fortification which might be ereded on the (hore. What a pity 
is it, that the country is not worthy of the difpofition, which 
has been made in its favor ! There is no occafion for armies to 
protect the coaft ; and it is certain, that Arabia Petrea is not 
indebted to this line o( rocks, for her fecurity. She poured forth 
myriads of enthufiafts, under her warlike fon Mahomet, in fearch 
of more fertile lands. Nor does it appear, that her defarts, in 
that interval, attracted the avarice of foreign invaders. 

We amufcd ourfelves during the morning in catching fifti, 
which readily take the bait here« Some of them have a mouth 
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like a parrot's beak, which our Arabs advife us not to eat. But 
whether from their unfeemly form, or their being really unwhole- 
fome, Ibrahim could not difcover. At lo A- M, we faw a 
boat ftanding towards us, which we fuppofe to be bound to 
Yambo. The people on board defer ied us, and at eleven o'clock 
fhe run fo near the reef we were upon^ as to be within hearing. 
We find fhe comes from Suez, and learn that moll of the Englifti 
veffels have left that port. This was all the converfation that 
we had with the boat, which put before the wind, and was foon 
out of fight. We gather this confolation, however, from the 
intelligence, that it is likely the winds are about to fhift in 
this quarter. We can no other wife account for the departure 
of our Ihips from Suez, fo much earlier than we expected. Our 
voyage may therefore, be more prolperous tlian it promifed 
to be. 

We had no obfervation at noon, and the wind remained in 
the N* W. quarter while we lay here. A poor woman waded, 
and fwam through the water to our boat in the evening, and 
was very thankful for fome meafures of rice which fhe took 
away* 

MONDAY, i6th June. 

We were awakened at one o'clock this morning, by the boat 
getting under way. It is impofllble for the Arabs to perform 
this manceuvre, without our knowledge ; and though we loft our 
reft by the noife on board, we were agreeably furprized at tlieir 
taking advantage of the light breeze, which came from the land* 
With fail and oar, we made a fhift to go at the rate of a knot 
and a knot and an half an hour, the whole night. At day- 
break we faw a veifel to the N. W» ftanding as we did. Our 
people fay, that fhe is alfo bound for Suez, and has been out no 
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lefe than twenty days from Yambo. At 9 A. M, we difcovered 
two more fail ahead. At ten we perceived a (hoal, which they 
call Morfa, fome leagues diftant ; and at noon, two of the boats 
appeared at anchor, within a point of land in the N. E. quar- 
ter. We ftood for them ; but the wind had now (hifted to the 
N. W. and it was the work of fome hours, to carry ourfelves 
within the reef where the largeft veffel was lying. We hooked 
our boat clofe by her about 3 P. M. and underfland the bay 
we are in is called Banas. By our obfervation to-day it lies in 
the latitude of 2^ 30' north. Cape Mahar within view to the 
northward. We are much difappointed at finding what little pro- 
grefs we have made fince we left Yambo ; and particularly, after 
having been at fea to-day no lefs than fourteen M>urs. But our 
voyage bears an intimate refemblance to what the Greeks em- 
barked in of old ; and by our mode of coafting alone, we can 
cafily conceive Ulyffibs to have been ten years rounding the fhores 
of Greece ; without the intervention of any enmity, but what 
the mariner may expeffc from the winds and waves. 

In the evening vtciwent on board the veffel by us. Her bur- 
den and accommodations place her far above the ftile of our boat ^ 
and we could not but repine at our lot, which had thrown us 
into an open boat, when it is plain that fome of them are pro- 
vided with cabbins. We were received very civilly by her roki- 
dah, who tells us that he is going to &ujez. He is fickly, apd v^as 
very thankful for 'fome medicines we fpared him^ which we 
brought with us for the con)plaint he is afflidted with. Thefe, 
the Arabians never fail to folicit of Europeans, when they have . 
occafion for them,, as they have a notion that we have one and 
all of us, a fmattering in phyfic. The wind frefliened, and blew 
all night from the N^ W. as ufuaL 
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TUESDAY, 17th June. 

The wind is ftill contrary, and we cannot move this morning. 
It blew fo ftrong at day-break, that our Arabs made our boat 
faft with another rope, by a turn round a pointed rock- Where 
we lie, a man of war might ride in great fecurity. There aie 
feveral fathoms of water clofe by the rocks, which break the 
force of the fwell that tumbles down from the N. W. the reef 
at low water is eveiy where dry, and we then pick up plenty of 
fifh among the crevices of the rocks. While we have this fup- 
ply, we rtiall not be at a lofs for pro vi lions. We have ilill a 
Iheep left, and fhall referve a few fowls which we got from the 
Adventure, for more neceflltous times. 

At 8 A, M* the nokidah of the large veflel paid us a vifit. It 
was partly to return our compliment, but his principal bufmefs 
was to look at our chart of the Red Sea, Our Arabs tell us 
that he is one of the beft pilots of their nation. On a review of 
this chart we find it tolerably ex3<S, as to the names of the 
iflands and headlands on this coaft. It is our intention, in the 
courfe of our voyage, to correal it where it is faulty, and to 
point out all the reefs and flioals between Yambo and Cape 
Mahomet, We have the advantage of being with pilots, who 
are acquainted with every creek ajid corner of the coaft; and 
may gather fuch information of the track, as will prove of 
fervice to veffels thrown by currents on this dangerous fliore. 
The fellow's furprize was very great, to hear places named by 
ftrangers, which only thofe of his own profeirmn among his coun- 
trymen were acquainted with. They have no fuch thing as a 
chart i but his natural fagacity quickly made him com])rehend 
the plan of ours. But as wc are the fiift Europeans whom he 
has heard of in this navigation, he cannot reconcile to himfelf, 
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how the fituation of thcfc iflands could have been taken by vcf- 
fels that dare not approach them. He has not the leaft idea of 
the ufe of the quadrant ; and he conceived that we were rather 
making difcoveries in the heavens, than afcertaining our latitude 
below. 

We began to keep a regular vyratch to-night. Each gentleman 
and his fervant to take two hours in rotation. We (hall run no 
rifk, it feems, until we get among the iflands, but it is prudent 
to inure ourfelves in time to a neceflary habit. There were hard 
gales from the N. W. all day and part of the night. 

WEDNESDAY, i8th June. 

We were under way at 6 A. M. with the wind at N. by W. 
and flood out to fea. But the wind was too moderate to be of 
much fervicc to us, agdnfl the heavy fwell which the late blow- 
ing weather has occafioned. We tacked therefore at lo o'clock, 
and the wind coming round more to the W. we were enabled, 
contrary to our cxpeftations, to fetch a reef to the northward 
of Cape Mahar about 2 P. M. There is another boat at anchor 
about a mile to the northward of us, fuppoied alfo to be bound 
to Suez. Our boat beats better to windward than the two which 
were in company with us yeflerday. The largefl of which has 
run into fhore near a league to the fouthward, and the other 
within a mile of us. 

We were difappointed of an obfervation to-day by the high 
lands to the fouthward, which obflruftcd our view. Our pro- 
grefs however has been very little. Were not the full moon at 
hand, we fhould look for little fuccefs in beating up fuch a coafl 
as this. A few days of a foutherly wind would give us a good 
fhove in the fhort diflance we are going ; and all our hopes reft 
on the influence of this ufeful planet. The gentle light which 
9 fhc 
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(he now affords us during the night- feafon, proves a great rdief 
to us after the funftiine of the day, in this fultry month. But 
difficult as we find it to keep ourfelves cool in the day-time, it 
is no eafier matter to defend our bodies from the damps of the 
nighty when the wind is loaded with the heavielt dews that ever 
fell. To be in readinefs for every change of wind in our favor, 
we are obliged to forego the benefit of the awning I mentioned. 
We lie cxpofed to the whole weight of the dews, and the cloaks 
in which we wrap ourfelves, are as wet in the morning, as 
if they had been immerfed in the fea* It is plain, however, that 
they are not impregnated with the bad qualities, which render 
people fo fearful of the dew in moft parts of the world, or our 
conllitutions would have evinced the fa6t. 

The weather was very moderate during the night, and the 
wind remained in the ufual quarter- We reUeved our watch re- 
gularly, as the night before, and find that a little practice will 
make it eafy to us, 

THURSDAY, 19th June. 

We got under fail at day-break with the wind at N, and ftood 
out to fea until 10 o'clock. The wind now heading us, we 
tacked and lay up along fliore. Our courfe was but flow, but 
we continued gaining ground until 2 P, M. when we ran into 
a fine bay, and brought to, on a reef within an hundred yards 
of the beach. We are not at all difpleafed with the working of 
our boat. She has run her two con forts out of fight, and beat 
the boat which was a-hcad of us yefterday. There was a con- 
teft between them tlie whole morning, and the viftory declared 
in favor of our boat, which has fetched a mile to windward of 
the other. However contemptible the prize, there is a fecret fa- 
tisfadion in being fuperior to our neighbors on every occa- 
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fioa. And I 4fwk^, wliedicr the winner at an horfc-racc couU 
have ejxultcd more, than we did at our dexterity, in beating a 
yeflel, much worfe found than ourg* 

The bay we are in, is in the latitude of 24* 36' N. by: an 
ohfervation which we took to-day. To the W, it is defended 
by a reef of rocks,, and the high land to the northward and 
eaftward, woykl fecur^ it from a ftorm in thofe points. There 
is water enough within for the largeft fhips ; but it is very un- 
certain, whether they could gain admittance within the roef 
that guards this coaft. It is not always that we difcern that 
reef to the weftward of us ; but there is every reafon to imagine, 
that we are ftill failing within it; and that the rocks are only 
more funken in thofe places, where the fea is not feen to break 
upon them. It was accident alone, that brought the Adventure 
through this reef before our arrival at Yambo; and it would 
be the fame chance, that would fteer a velfel of her hurden into 
this bay, clear of the dangers which impede the paffage. 

To atone, in fome meafure, for the want of exercife in our 
prefent fituation, we make a praftice of going into the water 
regularly before fun-fet. The coves we lie in, are very conve- 
nient for this purpofe ; and we find great benefit, as well as re- 
frefhment, from the fait water. 

FRIDAY, 2oth June. 

We weighed at day-break, and flood out to fea, with the wind 
at N. N. W. At 7 A. M. we faw the ifland of Hafana, bear- 
ing about N. N. W. at the diftance of eight leagues. At 
eight, we ran by a funken rock, above three leagues from the land; 
and at the fame time we difcerned breakers upon our lee-quarter, 
a league further in the fea. At ten we tacked with the wind at W. 
and flood along the coafl. At eleven we came among a number of 
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breakers, that extend three or four leagues into the fea. Our pilot 
appears to be well experienced in this navigation* He difplayed his 
dexterity to-day, by running us through narrow channels, and 
almoft brvifliing the rocks to the windward of the boat. This is 
as dangerous a part ai we have feen of this coaft i nor would it be 
polfible for a fhip, without an Arabian pilot on board, to fteer 
through this net of rocks and fhoals, except by a miracle. 

We proceeded under an eafy fail for fome hours. The weather 
was remarkably hot, and we were expofed, as ufual, to all the rage 
of a vertical fun. But we had the fatisfaflion to reflet, that we 
were gaining fomewhat on our way. And this ferved to alleviate 
the inconveniences to which we are fubjefted by our fituation. 
The fatisfaftion, however, was tranlient. The wind headed us 
at two o^clock, and we were obliged to run into (hore by another 
boat, which is faid to be bound for Suez. We had the mortifica- 
tion ftill not to keep the ground which we had fo happily attain- 
ed. The pilot did not like the birth, and ran back again to the 
fouthward, in fearch of another. It is impoflible to portray the 
countenances which we exhibited during this manccuvre. We 
could not contain our vexation, and remonftrated pretty warmly^ 
with the pilot, on his fporting with our good fortune, and throw- 
ing away the advantages which we fo feldom obtained. He lent a 
deaf ear to our complaints i and went near a league, before we ar- 
rived at the bay where he intended to pafs the night. Here we 
came to on a reef, at 4 P, M, and found the water not deep enough 
to admit veflels of any burthen. Our obfervation at noon brought 
us into the latitude of 24* 46 'N, The wind was moderate all 
night from the N. W, 
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SATURDAY, 21ft JawE. 

We were rouzed at three this morning by the boat getting under 
way. Our beds take up the breadth of the boat, and were wc 
ever fo much overpowered with fkep, the trampling of the ma- 
riners* feet upon our bodies, would foon chafe away all inclina- 
tions of that nature. There was a light breeze from the lapd, 
and the moon being at her full juft before it fprang up, flatters our 
hopes of more favorable winds for fome days to come. We went 
eafily along until day-break, when the high land of Hafana ap- 
peared, bearing N. W. at the dl^buice of fix leagues. This ifland 
is in the form of a fugar-loaf^ and riifes like an exhalation from 
the fca* At 9 A. M. a fine breeze fprungup from the S. E. and 
at noon we anchored in 9, fmall bay, oflf the northemmoft point of 
Hafana* We were much out of humor at this delay,, but found 
it impoiflble to prevent the Arabs flopping, for purpofes unknown: 
to us. It is an hard(hip on ys, to lofe the benefit of a fair vsdnd,. 
with a month's provifion and water on board. But we are obliged 
to coniider the reiolutions of thefe people as law> in every thing 
that refpei^s the man^emwt of the bo4t^ 

Tte ifland of Hafena i» * barren? rockt inhabited only at parti- 
cular feafoQs> when the natives frocn th^ contioent bring off wood, 
water,, and provifions, for the conveniency of veffels that pafs to 
and fro* They ereA temporary halnta^ons for thdr fanuUes,''and 
Kve chie% upon th( fiih with which this coaf): abounds. This 
lilaud i^ not more thm t^vo les^^ws long, and about half as bmad« 
It lies about three leagues from the mdn> .and. in the latitude of 
25*3 ' N. by this, day's bhferv^cHi. Here we found three boats>. 
bound likewife for Suez. They mean to join us to-morrow, in 
order to pafs the dufler of iftands that lies to the northward of 
this.. This we learn from our nokidah y who afTures us that the 
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Buddoos, or wild Arabs, infeft thofe parts, and make no fcruplc 
to attack a fingle boat. It was one reafon for his calling hei-e, if 
we are to take his word ; and though we hold ourfelves ftrong 
enough to venture fingly through this fea, aU argument and dif- 
pleafure on our fide, are equally vain - 

The wind blew brifklj from the S, E. the remainder of the day, 
and continued in the fame quarter until we retired to reft* The 
lofs of time did not add more to our difcontent, than did the in- 
dolence and phlegm of our Arabs. 

SUNDAY, aid June, 

Our nokidah and pilot both lay afhorc laft niglit, fo that it 
was not prafticable for us to have failed, had our inclinations only 
been confu!fed, A land breeze came off from the N.E. about 
an hour before day- break, and at 6 A. M. we fent Ibrahim afhorc 
to haften our people- He returned with an anfwer, that the 
other boats were not ready, and that it was fruitlefs to urge tlie 
neceffity of our affairs, or to expea their departure a moment be- 
fore their own time. 

It is more than probable, that the fnow Aurora was wreck- 
ed on the back of this ifland in the month of December ; a cir- 
cumffance which has been already noticed in this work. The 
captain's journal places the ifland in this latitude ; and we have 
fuffident proofs of a wreck being in this neighborhood. The 
beach is covered with a number of * teak- timbers, knees, and 
bolts of a velTel ^ and a fine Englifli-built cutter lies upon the 
ftrand, which is new, and in good repair. 

• The teak- tree Is a native of India, and its timber rcfcmblcs oak fo much, that 
it is ufed throughout the Eaft for (hip-buUding. It is thought to furpafs oak in 
point of duration. 

N 2 At 



f 9^ ] 

At nine we weighed, in company with five boats, and ftood to 
the eaftward, with Httle or no wind. At ten a fine breeze fprung 
up from the S. W. and wc ran by a number of flioals and breakers 
to the windward of us, that arc four or five leagues from the 
main. At eleven we paffed a Tandy ifland, from which there ap- 
pears to ftretch a connefted line of breakers to the ifland of Ha- 
lana. Within this line we have made our run to-day. At 2 P. M. 
we anchored to the eaftward of the ifland of Harama^ which lie» 
about fix leagues to the northward of Hafana. We had no ob- 
fervation at noon, but we conclude it from our reckoning to be 
in the latitude of 25"* 20 'N. Tlus is a low fandy ifland, extend- 
ing about two miles in length, and half a mile in breadth, and 
^tuated about a league from the main. There are a few huts 
hear the place we are anchored at, which fcrve to fliew the po- 
verty of the inhabitants, and that we have little to fear from 
them, though we perceive that there are boats belonging to the 
ifland. 

From this day's navigation we are convinced, that no fliip can 
approach this part of the coaft of Arabia, with any degree of fe- 
curity ; as the fea is all along foul with ftioals and rocks, and wc 
frequently faw breakers ta windward of us, which could not be 
lefs than fix or feven leagues from the land. The wind was va>- 
riable during the night, but blew chiefly from the wcfl:ward. 

MONDAY, 23d June. 

We weighed at day-break, after taking on board a^ couple of 
flieep, which, we purchaied here for three dollars each- There 
was a briflc breeze from the E. N. E. with which we flood along 
the coaft. At feven o'clock we pafled the fmall ifland of Abu- 
mellie,. which is furrounded by breakers.. Here we difcovered an 
Arab family afliore, and a boat put off with fome of the men, to, 
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vlfit bur people. This ifland is bare of every thing but a' few 
buihes, and does not lie half a league from the main. At eight 
the wind came round to N. which obliged us to ftand out more 
to Tea, Our bark is, indeed, a prime failor, and no vdicl 
which wc have met with, can keep pace with her. But this is 
rather a difadvantage to us, as our pilot daily foregoes the fuperi- 
ority he has ganied, to keep company with the other boats. He 
HOW inclined more to the weft ward than was nccefTary, His in- 
tention was evidently to loiter for our conforts. We cannot pre- 
vent the delay which this plan muft occafion, during our difa- 
greeable voyage. Our Arabs feem refolved to grant their coun- 
trymen the protection which our company may afford them ; 
and at the fame time, they are not wanting to perfuade us, that 
©ur fecurity confifts in going together. 

The run to-day has been very clear, and the coaft appears more 
fertile, than we have fcen it on this fide of Mocha, At 2 P, M. 
we tacked and ran into fhore. To our great difappointment, we 
could not weather a bluff point ahead ; and the pilot ran back 
near a league, before he could find a fee u re birth. At length he 
came to, on a reef clofe to the lliore before four o^clock, where 
we were prefently joined by two of our fleet. We could get no 
obfervation at noon, on account of the high land to the fouth* 
ward ; but, by our reckoning, we take the place which we now 
lie in, to be in the latitude of 25' 38' N. 

We had more exercifc for our phyfical fkill this evening. There 
is a boy lying iick of a fever, on board one of the boats near us ; 
and on application for relief, we fent him fome cooling draughts, 
to be repeated according to the dire(5lions which wc received. 
But fome bowls of weak tea, which the boy more readily took, 
produced an immediate perfpiration, and feem more likely to 
promote his recovery. Our fuccefs will not fail to recommend 
us to the Arabs. The wind blew from the S, W* a great part 
©f thenight- 
TUESDAY,. 
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TUESDAY, 24th June. 

We got under fail at day-break, with a fiiie breeze from the 
land, in company with the two boats. The other three appear- 
ing above a league aftern. Wc kept about half a league frorh 
the fhor^, but found the water fo (hallow, that we hold it im- 
poffible the annual Judda (hip (hould go to Suez in this track. 
There were breakers the whole way, fome leagues without us* 
Beveral fandy iflands are fcattered about this part of the coaft^ 
which are laid down in the chart. The (hore is now covered 
with imderwood, and inter(perfed with date-trees ; but no inha- 
bitants have come into view. 

At 8 A. M. the wind died away, and our crew took to their 
^rs and rowed out to fea, in hopes of nieeting with the fea- 
wind. The channels here, in many places, will fcarcely admit 
our boats between them ; and the rocks around us, (land out of 
the water, and aic cdvtred with the largeft birds which were 
•ever feen. The Ambs call them Meriah. They have a prodi- 
jfious long bill and long legs, which enable them to catch fifk 
in hear a fathom water. The current feems to be for us, but 
we have no opportunity to try it. At nine we came up with 
the fouthernrhoft point of the ifland of Naaman, which is laid 
down in the chart in i6** 6' north ; with fands about it. But 
this we find to be an error. The ifland begins in the latitude 
of 25* 50 ' and extends to 26* 6' north; arid although at a dif- 
tance, it might be taken for a number of different iflands, on a 
nearer view, it proves to be one continued land, overflown in 
feveral quarters at high water. We run between this ifland and 
the main, through very clear and deep water, with a firong breeze 
at W.S.W. Latitude per obfervation 25^*50'. 

At 3 P. M. we opened a cove within a reef of rocks, and 
9 anchored 
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anchored clofe on the Arabian coaft^ where one of our fleet hacf 
already arrived. The reft we fairly ran out of fight to-day, ex- 
cept a boat of our own fize, commanded by our pilot's brother j 
which flopped at Naainan to procure a fupply of wood. By our 
reckoning, we take our anchoring- pi ace to be in the latitude of 
26"* north. At fun-fet our nokidah weighed his anchor, and ran 
out into deeper water, to prevent a furprize from the wild 
Arabs, who frequent this neighborhood. The other boat fol-^ 
lowed pur examgle. There were calms and light airs the whole 
night. 

♦ 
WEDNESDAY, 25th Joke. 

We wdghed our anchor at day-break, with a light breeze 
from the land. The two boats were in company, and we went 
under an eafy fail for fome hours. At 8 A* M. a fine gale 
fprung up from the fouthward, and agreeably quickened our 
courfe. We ran by feveral fandy iflands, within a league and 
an half of the main, and in fpitc of the hot weather, entertained 
our imaginations with the fairncfs of the wind, and the novelty 
of the navigation. We had been a fortnight on board yefter- 
day, and though we were advanced not a third of the diftance 
to Suez, we had the fatisfaftion to refle6t, that we had gained 
all our ground in the laft four or five days. For the fir ft week 
our progrefe had been delayed by the misfortune of our com- 
panion, and the ftrength of contrary winds. The winds are now 
variable, and promife to be fo until the change of the moon. It 
only depends upon our Arabs, to improve the occafion which 
fortune prefents to us- 

On fome of the iflands which we paffed, were feveral bu^ds^ 
larger even than thofe we faw yefterday. We pofitively mif- 
took them for men at a diftance, wading in the fea ; and one 

of 
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tof them was fo bold, as not to be feared at a ftiot, which was 
fired at it from our boat. At 1 1 A. M, the wind veered round 
to the weftward, and our pilot thought fit to run under the 
lee of a fandy ifland, where the other boats foon came to, like- 
wife. With this wind we might have gone a great way fur- 
ther to the northward, were we not in a manner fhut up 
among fhoals and rocks, by keeping fo clofc to the fhorc. By 
our obfervation this ifland is in the latitude of 26* 7^ north. 

Here our people gathered a quantity of eggs, which the 
birds lay upon the fandy reefs. They tell us thefe eggs are 
well-tafted and wholefome ; but we are not driven to fuch 
ilreights, as to be obliged to put up with all kinds of food. 
The boy is much mended in his fever, and entertsdns a great 
opinion of the virtues of tea. There were light airs from the 
fouthward, and calms, during the night. 

THURSDAY, 26th June. 

We got under fail at day-break, in company with the two 
boats. The wind was at S. E. and we ran eafily for fomc hours, 
through very foul water, with fandy iflands on each fide of us. 
At 9 A. M. we came to, under a fmall ifland ; where our noki-- 
dah tells us we muft wait for the reft of the fleet, in order to 
pafs fome iflands ahead, which are haunted by piratical Arabs. 
The caution of this man begins to communicate itfelf to our 
minds. Were there not fome danger lurking near us, he could 
not be (6 uniform in his behavior, or fo folicitous for the 
junftion of the boats behind us. As the wind frefliens from 
the fouthward, we have hopes that the refl: of the fleet will join 
us in a few hours. But this is little confolation to perfons in 
our fituation, who are anxious to conclude our voyage, and are 
obliged to forego a fair wind in a contrary monfoon. This 
^ ifland 
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Uland is about four leagues from the main, and by our obferva- 
tion, is in the latitude of ad"* 8^N- There is a pricfl: dwelb 
upon it, called Morbeck, to whofe cell our Arabs are gone, to 
pray for a fair wind, at a time that they are trifling one away I 
To the fouth of this ifland there is a remarkable rock, which ap- 
pears at a diftance, like a lion cotichant. One of the boats 
is anchored by us, the other is gone to the continent to cut 
wood. 

• At noon we difcovered two boats to the fouth ward, and be- 
fore 2 P. M. we were joined by all the fleet, except one boat 
which is a bad failor, and lags behind. We imm^iately got 
under fail, and flood to the N. W. with a fine fea breeze. We 
ran briikly through deep and clear water, until pafl: four o'clock, 
when the wind coming round to the northward of weft^ the 
whole fleet fleered into fliore, and anchored clofe on the Arabian 
coaft. The hindermoft boat came up within a mile of us, fo 
that we are now fix fail in company. This place, by our ac- 
count, lies in the latitude of 26^ 16' N. 

We had fcarcely come to ah anchor, when we difcovered ca- 
mels and a number of women moving towards us. They proved 
to belong to a wandering tribe of Arabs, who arc wont to come 
down in a friendly manner, to fell fticep and water to veflels 
that touch on the coaft. Their appearance was truly miferable j 
and we could perceive but little difl'erence between the human 
and biute creation, whom nature had bred in this defart region. 
Their wants, their appetites, and their infcnfibility, bore an in- 
timate refemblance together. And they were as much below 
T our envy, as above our compallion. Light aiis from the weft 
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FRIDAY, 27th June. 

We were difturbed in our firft fleep, by the fleet of boata geU 
ting under way at one this morning. There was a light breeze 
frc«n the land, and with the help of our oars, wc made a fliift 
to go between two and three knots an hour. Pur run was through 
very- foul and (hallow water. At 1 1 A. M. we pafTed a Tandy 
iflaijid, which is lofty, and makes like the ruins* of a cafUe ftand«* 
ing in the water : the fides perpendicular and_ appearing like 
walls, and at one end, the face refcmbling a decayed tower* 
The rocks in this fea are often thrown into fantaftic fhapes« 
Some we have feen like boats under fail, and fome like animals 
ahd men. 

A fine breeze now ^rung up from the S. W. and at noon we 
ran by another ifland, fandy like the former, and lying widiin 
four leagues of the main. By our obfer\'ation, this ifland is in 
the latitude of 26* 26' N. from hence wo continued our courfe 
through clear and deep water, until 3 P. M. when the wind 
heading us, we fl:ood into fliore, to fetch our pilot's brother, 
whofe boat got the ftart of us to-day, ainl had come to an 
anchor under the land. This was the boat that went for wood 
yefl:erday, and we were aftoniflied to fee a fine timber on board, 
which flie had picked up aftiore. It is of teak, and being about 
30 feet long, we conjefture it to be one of the beams of the un- 
fortunate Aurora, which the fea has cafl: up again. The 
Arab thinks to get a good price for it, at Ibme of the ports 
in this fea. 

This place, by our reckoning, is in the latitude of 26* 36 'N* 
Here we found an opening in the land, which difclofed a very 
deep and romantic valley, where the fea, at times, appeal's to 
flow in to a confiderable depth. The fame cliain of mountains 
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ftill continues within land, that we have traced from Yambo. 
They only vary in the line, which in fome places, approaches 
nearer to the coaft than in others. Four of our fleet not being 
able to reach us, bore away for anchoring-ground, which is not 
in fight. This is no fmall mortification to us, who will be un- 
der the neceffity of waiting for them. The wind blew from the 
weftward during the night. 

.# ^4 .4/. J.- SATURDAY, 28th June. 

There was a fine breeze fprang up from the land before day- 
break, but we did not weigh, in expeflation of being joined by 
the other boats. At 5 P. M. they came in view, but the force 
of the wind was fpent, and we failed with little or no wind. 
At 8 the wind came round to the N* W. and began to blow fo 
frefh, that our pilot was fain to run under a reef of breakers, 
which lies more than three leagues from the main. Here our 
pilot's brother was already arrived, but none of the reft of the 
fleet could come up. Our fituation is very eligible. We are hefe 
Kief ended from the violence of the weather, and are ready to flip 
^<mt, fliould the wind veer again to the eaft or fouth quarters. 
As we advance on our voyage, we have daily frefli matter of 
Surprize, and behold the intricacies of a navigation, which we . 

%ad no idea could exifl: in any comer of the globe. By our ob- M 

fervation^ this reef is in the latitude of 26'' 40' N. Cape Sellah 
bears due norths at the diftance of fix leagues. 

This fea abounds with the large mother-of-pearl oyfters ; and 
our nokidalx to-day gave us a proof of his agility, by jumping 
out of the boat when under fail, and bringing up one of thefe ' 

*oyfters in two fathom water, in time to catch a rope from tlie * 

boat's quaiter. Thefe fellows' dexterity in fiflung cannot be 
fufficiently admired; and wherever we aie, we may depend 
"' * O 2 upon 
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upon our mafter for a difli of excellent filh. At low water 
the reef appears fome feet above the level of the fea, and our 
table was not unprovided with its ufu^ fervice. This circum* 
ftance is very favorable to this coafting voyage 5 as, whatever 
other hardfliips they may endure, the want of provifion is not 
felt by the mariners. 

There were hard gales all day from the N. W. fo that we 
could not quit our ftation. As the moon enters into her lad 
quarter to-day, this contrary wind betides us no good, and we 
apprehend there will be no change until the new moon. We 
are become very fkilful in the influences of this planet; but how 
are they to be pitied, whofe fuccefs depends upon fo inconftant 
a power ! The weather was more moderate during the night*. 
The wind in the fame point. 

SUNDAY, 29th June.- 

At half paft fix this morning a light breeze came off the hnd, 
and flattered us to leave our ftation. We weighed in company 
with the other boat, and flood, to the N. N. W. but the wind 
fhifting fuddenly to the W. N. W. and an ugly fwdl being againft 
us, before we had got a league, both the boats were obliged to 
tack, aiid run back to their former birth under the reef. Here 
we were joined by three more of our fleet at 9. A.M. They 
had luckily made fuch a ftretch to fea, as to be able to reach this 
reef, when the wind changed to the weftwari There was now 
but one miffing boat, and at 1.0, we difcovered her at anchor 
upon the reef,, about a league to the fouthward- Our fears of 
the weather are now confirmed. We muft look for delays for 
fome days to comej which, joined to fbme circumflances of 
our fituation, call forth ail our fortitude to combat with cheer* 
fuUy. 

The 
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The weather was very tempeftuous, and there were frequent 
gales frOiU the N. W. during the day. The night was more rao* 
derate j but we had a difturbance of another nature on board our 
boat, which alarmed us at firft, but turnal out to be a ludicrous, 
rather than a ferious adventure, 

Befidcs cur nokidah and pilot, there is another Arab on board, 
as I have faid before. The reft of the crew are AbyfTmians* 
During the firft watch at night, which it was my turn to kjeep, 
this Arab, who was talking with his companions* fuddenly fell, 
upon the deck in the ftern of the boat, and to all appearance, 
was feized with a convuLfive fit. We were immediately in mo- 
tion, and offered to adminifter fuch relief to him, as we had. 
feen pradifed in the fame cafes. But our aftoniihment was 
great, when we found the Arabs would not permit any afliftance 
to be given him. They declared, that he was only difordered 
in mind, and that an evil fpirit polTefled him, who could only 
bei expelled by the force of prayer. Accordingly the nokidah 
began to pray over him aloud, while two men held the un- 
happy creature down, to prevent, as they faid, the ill efFefts of 
the temporary influence which over-ruled him. They told us 
ftories of men in this fituation, who committed murder, and 
every other a£t of defperation. This idea appeared fo extrava- 
gant to us, that we treated it with ridicule ; and could not but 
pity the ignorance of a people, who were fuch flavea to fuperfti- 
tion* The notion was certainly imbibed from the demoniacs of 
Paleftine, who are mentioned in the New Teftament. We have 
fciiptural authority to believe their exiftence at a certain period. 
But to fuppofe they have ft ill liberty to enter into human bodies, 
and that man has the fame power as our Saviour polTefted over 
fupematural beings, are tenets worthy of a weak and unen- 
lightened mind- We were much furprized, however, at the 
kngth of the fit, which coatinurd between two ^d three hours i 
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and, from the ftrong agitations of his body, left the Arab in a 
ftate of imbecillity for the reft of the night. But the devil was 
at length exorcifed, and the nokidah remarked to us with triumph, 
the great efficacy of prayer ! 

MONDAY, 30th June. 

We weighed at fix this morning, in company with the four 
•boats, with a light breeze from the N, N. E, The other boat 
ftood after us at a diftance. Our run to-day was through very 
deep and clear water, and, by the long and ugly fwell which 
tumbled in upon us from the N. W. we conjefture there is no 
reef of rocks without this part of the coaft, and that a large 
veflel might ftand in without danger. Latitude, per obfenration, 
26** 44' north. At twelve o'clock the wind hauled round to th*e 
N. W. and the whole fleet tacked and ftood into (hore. At 
I P. M, we ran into a fmall inlet, defended from the fea by a 
reef, and hooked ourfelves to a rock, within two fathoms of 
the beach. Here we were joined by the reft of the fleet, ex- 
cept one boat which cannot keep up. 

As we came in here, our nokidah told us to prime our fire- 
arms, and prepare ourfelves for the reception of the wild 
Arabs. He had fcarcely fpoken, when our old pilot leaped into 
the water and fwam aftiore, and with all the agility of youth, 
afcended an eminence that juts into the fea, to learn if' there 
was any immediate danger. This inlet opens into a valley, on 
each fide of which we have planted a centinel. Th? country has 
refumed its barren appearance, and yields only a brufti-wood, 
with which our fleet have fupplied themfelves. This place is 
calledjebul, or Mount Lebel, and by our reckoning, lies in the 
latitude of 26^ 46' north. 

About half an hour after our arrival, a man and woman 
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came down to us in a friendly manner, and affured us we had 
nothing to fear, as there were no Buddoos in that neighbor- 
hood at prefent. But our Arabs pay little attention to this 
information ; and are fo fufpicious of this flation, that we 
doubled our watch during the night, and perhaps, would have 
made an enemy repent of an intrufton at fuch a feafon. The 
weather was moderate during the night, but tlie wind flill re- 
mained in the N. W. quarter. 

"*' , TUESDAY, ift July. " ■*' 

We got under way at half pafl: one this morning, with a 

light breeze from the land, in company with the four boats. We 

ftood along ftiore with fails and oars, imtil 7 A. M. when the 

wind heading us, we made a ilretch out to fea. At eight we 

tacked with the wind at weft, and ftood to the northward. At 

nine we paffed a little fandy ifland, about two leagues from the 

main. At ten we ran clofe by a reef of rocks, about half a 

league further in the fea. There was no fwell to-day, which 

we attribute to our being within ftioals and reefs, and we faw 

a rock fome leagues without us. But this may be owing to the 

nature of narrow feas, where a fwcU foon rifes, and as foon fub- 

fides, as the wind frefliens or moderates. 

We fetched as high as we could on the Arabian fliore, and at 
noon anchored in fmooth water, where three of the boats foon' 
joined us. The pilot's brother is a better failor than we, and 
is anchored at leaft a league ahead. By our obfervation we are 
in the latitude of 26' 56 ' north. The coaft is not fo hilly here, 
and our people arc Icfs apprehcnfive of a furprize. The wind re- 
mained at N. W. during the reft of the day, but fo moderate, 
that we have great hopes of variable winds, if not a total change, 
at the new moon, which now approaches. We have only run 

half 
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half the diftance betweien Yambo and Suez ; but a few days of 
a fouthcrly wind would do our bufincfs. There were light airs 
from the land in the nights 

W-EDNESDAY, 2d July. 

^We weighed at day-break with a breeze from the land^ in 
company with the three boats. We ftood clofe in with the 
fliore, and went through fmooth and (hallow water until 9 A, M. 
when the wind coming xound to the N. W. we made a ftretch 
out to fea, tacked, and weathered a fandy ifland ahead, where 
our pilot's brother lay to his veflel for us. This ifland, by our 
reckoning, lies in the latitude of 27* i' north, and has a rerf 
of breakers, extending fome leagues beyond it to the N. W. It 
is only inhabited by birds, of which we faw an amazing number 
on the fhore. At eleven the wind heading us, we ran into the 
Arabian (hore, and at noon anchored in a cove, furrounded by 
high mountains, which rife perpendicular from the fea. Here 
we found the pilot's brother, and were foon joined by the three 
other boats. Our fleet now confifts but of five boats, the other 
having been totally feparated from us. 

This cove is called Maraut by the Arabians, and by om* ob- 
/ervation, lies in the latitude of ^f 3 ' north. We have reafon to 
think that Ras, or Cape Sellah, which is laid down in the charts 
m 27* north, is twenty miles to the fouthward, and the land in 
27** does not form a cape. We have our pilot's authority, as 
well as our own obfervation, for this remark. 

Towards the evening fome natives came down, with about a 
dozen camels loaded with water. We were at too great a dif- 
tance to be in danger of a furprize, and fent our people afhore 
to replenifli our ca(ks, which, with all our care, began to be low. 
Here we likewife provided ourfelves with firewood ; and are told 

there 
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there is a spring of water near the beach, which is the firft we 
have met with on this coaft. It is, however, fo very brackifla, 
that nothing but neeefilty could induce any one to drink it. 
Our nokidah returned, with a branch of a very fragrant fhrub. 
It grows wild among the rocks, and differs in appearance and 
fmell, from any fpecies that we know of. The vicinity of the 
natives made us double our watch during the night, which was 
calmer than ufuaL , 

'*' THURSDAY, 3d July. 

We got under way at day-break, with little or no wind ; but 
vrith our oars, we made a fliift to creep on at the rate of a knot 
an hour. The four boats in company* At 9 A. M. the wind 
came from the N. N. W. with which we made a ftretch out to 
fea. We foon found that we could make nothing of it, and at 
ten we tacked and ftood into the land. We faw an ifland ahead 
about four leagues to the northward, which we take to be the 
ifland of Sufcha, as our chart names it, though our pilot calls it 
Shaur, By our obfei^ation at noon, we were in the latitude of 
27'' 9' north. Our run to-day has been through deep and clear 
water, and as we have not obferved any reefs or fhoals without 
us, we have reafon to think a fhip might ftand clofe into the 
Arabian coaft in this latitude. This is» in fa6l, but a matter 
of opinion, founded upon fuch evidence, as the reader has before 
him. We are neither matters of our time, nor the motions of 
our veflel, and our remarks can only arife from a fupei-ficial 
view of things* 

» At I P. M. we anchored under a point of land on the main, 

which we take, by our reckoning, to be in the latitude of 27** 12' 

north. From hence we faw another ifland, bearing to the wefl- 

waid of Shaur. We are now approaching to the fcenes of dan- 
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ger.wtth winch vfre htttre been folong $mv£ci hj «ur M2i» i mi 
have fome hopes that ^e 'fiiall ndt be awaked to the reality of ^mt 
apprehcnfions. Wc were (bon )<nned by the fed o{ out littte 
ileet. The wmd blew from tfie N. W. during die day^ Wtwsiy 
moderately. 

Towards the clofe of the evening, we discovered a couple c(f w*^ 
men and fome camels in the coiuitry^ with the help of mn* glallcs. 
This was fufHcient to put us more upcm our gtiard, to prerenft 
our being furprized by thefe roving tribes. There were calms and 
light airs from the northward^ for the fiiit part of the night« 

FRIDAY, 4th July. 

We we^hed dt one A. M. with a light breeze from die lanri^ 
iti company with the other boats. At fix a fine breeze sprang up 
-from the S. E. with which we ftood along the Araftuan coaft. At 
eight we ran by the ifland of Shaur or Smicha^ ^hofe ihcras 
are very fteep^ and refemble decayed walls at adiftance. This 
ifland is abotit two kagues in lengthy lies about two Ics^es 
^om the marin, and by our reckoning, is in the latitude of 27* 
20' N. A reef of breakers extend from the ifland to the N. W. 
on which we faw the wreck of the annual Judda fliip, iaid U> have 
been loft here in a gale o( wind in the year 1774, o» iier way to 
Suez. Her ftem and ftern, and many of her ribs, ftill appear 
above the water, and pronounce h^- to have been of prodigious 
magnitude. Indeed, the accoimts oi this Arabian galleon's bur- 
den, are fo extravagant, that it might fisem to offend credibility 
to repeat them. I (hall only obferve, that fhe fails from Judda 
in tfie month of March> and by following the track which w* 
have gone, as near as poffibte^ fhe is generally fifty days, or two 
months, on her voyage to Suez : and, as it has happened this 
year, from fome accident or othe^, (he fometimes gets i\^ further 
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than Tor. To fail in the performance of fo fliort a voyage, in 
the moft favorable feafon of the year, v^^oiild be an inexplicabk 
circumiiancc to a mariner, unacquainted with the navigation of 
this extraordinary coaft. To us, who are no ftrangers to the 
courfe, the wonder k, how a vefTel of her great burden and un- 
wieldy ftru6ture, can accomplifii the pafTage at all. 

At lo A. M. the wind hauled round to the weft ward, and we 
ftood N* N. W, until eleven, when all the fleet bore away for the 
land. After we had pafled the ifland of Shaur, an ugly fweU 
came tumbling upon us from the N* W. Our run to-day was 
through fhallow water^ until we reached Shaur ; but we found 
very deep water between th^ ifland and the main. At noon w^ 
anchored under a i^eef of rocks, above two miles from tlie Ara- 
bian coalt. Latitude, per obfervation, 27° 28^ N. There is a pro- 
digious high mountain inland, fome leagues to the northward of 
us, on the top of which are two remarkable fpires^ that refembk 
a buH's horns. We faw a fire alhore, but no people. The wind 
was W, all day, and part of the night. 

SATURDAY, 5th July. 

We weighed before one this morning, with a light breeze from 
the land. The other boats were in company. At day- break the 
wind came round to the S- E, with which we ftood along the 
fiiore. There was an heavy fwell from the N. W, which confider- 
ably impeded our progrefs. Our run to-day was through clear and 
deep water. We looked out ahead for Mount Sinai, and ftood on 
until noon, when the wind fhifting to the weftward, we tacked^ 
and the whole fleet ftood into the land. Our latitude, per obferva- 
tion^ was 27* 49 ' N . We now difcovered a large town ahead, which 
our Arabs call Moilah. There is l.ttle doubt but it is the fame 
place, which our chart erroneoudy bys dov«i in zy" N. about 50 
i P 2 miles 
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miles to the fouthward. We faw an ifland to the N. W. whichr 
our pilot tells us is Sanafir, At i P. M. we plainly difcemed the 
high land, which we take to be adjacent to Cape Mahomet, bear- 
ing W. N. W. At three the wind veering round to the W. the 
whole fleet anchored within a reef of rocks to the nordiward of 
Moilah, and about one league and an half from the ihore. 

The mountain mentioned jrcfterday with the remarkable top,. 
Kes behind this town, which appears through our glafles to be a 
regular fortification, of a fquare figtire. Our ndddah gives the 
inhabitants a very bad chara6ler, and tells us a ftory of their re«- 
cently feizing, and plundering a Judda boat, which put into the 
road through ftrefs of weather. At fun-fet, the fhore to tiic N'. 
of the gulf of Akaba bore W. by N. Cape Mahomet we take to 
bear due weft, as we have entered the gulf. By our reckonings 
this reef is in about the latitude of 27* 58 * N. The wind conti** 
nued at W. the remainder of the day. 

When the evening clofed in, aU the boats run out inta fix fa*- 
thom water, on account of the vicinity of Moilah, of which place 
our Arabs have a very unfavorable opinion. After it was dark,, 
we faw many fires on the Arabian (horc, but every thing remained, 
quiet during the night. The wind inclined towards the fouthi- 
ward. 

SUNDAY, 6th July. 

We got under way at two this morning, in company with the- 
other boats, with the wind from the S. S. W. At day-break we 
few the ifland of Sanafir^ bearing W. by N. at the diftance of four 
leagues and upwards. There are breakers without us, which pro- 
bably extend, with little interruption, from the ifland of Shaur to 
Sanafir. At lo A. M. we came up with the latter ifland^ and 
came to, under it, to wait for fome bouts which feil worfe than 
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purs. This ifland is nothing but a high barren rock, and Iks in 
the latitude of 28* 3 ' N. We faw a turtk-fhell on the beach, but 
could not procure a turtle here, or in any of the iflands we have 
paffed. At half paft ten we ftood to the northward, in company 
with the whole fleet, and on opening a ftrait that divides this 
ifland into two parts, we difcorered two boats at anchor under 
the land. On their perceiving us» they immediately got under 
fail, ftood towards us for a time, then flackened their fail, and 
after having amufed us for an hour and more, ran back jinto their 
former ftation. By thefe manoeuvres we concluded them to be 
pirates, which was confirmed by their not anfwering the fignals, 
which were made them by the rear of our fleet. Our numbers 
only prevented their engaging us, and our Arabs bade us expeft 
to fall in with more veflels of this kind. The ftiore of Sanafir is 
very bold, and would admit of a large ftiip running clofe to it. 

At noon we faw the ifland of Tiran bearing due weft, and the 
ifland of Barkan N. W. The wind was flill at S.S.W. when we 
bore away for the ifland of Barkan. Thefe iflands are both laid down 
too far to the fouthward in the charts, as is the coaft adjacent to 
Cape Mahomet. Latitude, per obfervation, 28*^ 7 ' N. At 2 P. M. 
the whole fleet anchored in a cove at Barkan, By running fa 
deep into this gulf, we could not ftand with this wind for Cape 
Mahomet, which muft bear S. W. of this ifland. We have here 
obtained a convincing proof of the neceflity, which boats are un- 
der to fail in fleets on this coaft. Not more than five months 
ago, four boats from Suez to Judda^^ were plundered at this very 
ifland of Barkan by pirates* and fbme Greek and Turkifli paffen- 
gers cut oflF by thefe barbarians. This ftory was confirmed by the 
teftimony of fome of our fervants, who were afliore, and faw 
quantities of whrat and coffee fcattered about the beach. The 
wind hauled round to the S. E. at fun-fet, but we did not move, 
the paflTage to the Cape being too hazardous, we find, to rifl; in 
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ihc dark. Wft vtett ifidttced, from tdiicattmf drcVlmftances, to^ 
double our watch during the night; the beft pi«t of which the 
wind was ifrom the fouthwatd. 

MONDAY, 7th July. 

We weighed at four this taoming, in company with the other 
boats, with a light breeze from the S. E. At day-break faw a 
veffel fome leagues to thfe fouthward, ttanding as we did. At 
ten o'clock pafled an ifland within three feagUes of the main, which 
our pilot tells us, is Tiran. This information much furprized 
us, as in our chart, Tiran lies Ibme leagues to the fouthward of 
Cape Mahomet, whereas, by our reckoning, this ifland lies in 
28"* 1$^ which is confiderably to the northward of the given la- 
titude of the Cape. There is indeed an heacWaiid to the north- 
ward of this ifland, which we took for Cape Mahomet ; but our 
pilot tells us, that the Cape beats S. W. 6f us, at the diftance of 
feven or eight leagues. By our rUn yefterday and to-day, the coaft 
from the Cape to the top of th6 gulf of Akaba, runs nearly N« 
and S. though our chart lays it down two points more wefterly. 
This is not the only miftake. This gulf is twice as broad as the 
chart makes it, or we have been failing on dry ground the whole 
day. Latitude, per obfervation, 28* 14' N. 

At I P. M. the wind hauled round to the S. W. and all the 
fleet bore away to a reef of rocks that wfe had before paft, and 
anchored under them, within 3 or 4 leagues of the main. It is 
a mortification to us indeed, to be baffled in doubling the Cape 
with a wind, which we have fo anxioufly wiflied for, and which 
is become foul inftead of being fair, by our having run up fo 
high into this gulf, when we might have Hood over diredk from 
Moilah to Cape Mahomet. 

2 At 



At ibn^fet the wind, to our grett joy, came round to the E. S. E,. 
as it induced the whde fleet to get under feil, which we had never'' 
before done at night* In weighing her anchor^ the largcft boat 
among us was near driving upon the rocks. The wind blew 
fire& upon them, and it is probable fhe would have been ftranded 
in a few minutes, bad not one of our people fwam ofF to her in 
thne with a rope, with which we towed her out of the danger that 
threatened her. By the advice of our n<^iidah^ we primed our 
fire-arms anew, and iate up the whole night, to be the better 
prepared for the rec^ion of the pirates, who, he s^ures us, are 
accuiloined to hxtk in great numbers about Cape Mahomet* 
This was doubtlefs a troublefome circumftance, but our minds 
were fo taken up with our app^roach to the gulf of Suez, that 
there was not raosn left for difagreeable refle6tions. With the 
prcfent wind ivc were in hopes of making the harbor of Tor 
ibme time to<-niorrow, and if a cbance then appeared of our 
Slaving a tedious paffiige by water^ we relblved to proceed by land 
to Suez, as captain Dibdin's officers had purpoTed to do, which 
iSat removing of the cargo of the Judda fhip would^ in all likeli^ 
hood» afford us a good opportunity g£ elK:£ling. The night was 
ierenet and we Aood oa with the coaft under an eafy faiL 

TUESDAY, &th July. 

About tiro this morning the wind fkijfted to the N. N. W. and 
we flood to the weftward, at the rate of three knots an hour. We 
have left the reef of rocks behind us, or our Arabs would not 
go on (b boldly on a fool coaft. Juft before day-break we laid 
down to take a (hort nap after our watching. By 7 A. M. we were 
awake, and upon «iquiring for Cape Mahomet, were much fur- 
prized when the pilot pointed it out to us, bearing to the fouth- 
ward (^ us at the diftauce o£ twelve or fourteen leagues. Our 
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disappointment was great at this informatidn. We expefbd to 
have r6unded the Cape before this^ and had recourie to out chart, 
which only plunged us into frefh perplexity. We could only 
Iblve the difficulty by fuppoling, that we had gone much higher 
up the gulf of Akaba than we imagined ; and were now obliged 
to ftand to the fouthward, in order to double the Cape. At 
eight we opened a gulf, which they tell us, is the gulf of Akaba, 
and the head-land which we have come round, and took yefterday 
to be Cape Mahomet, muft be the true ifland of Tiran. This 
coaft has been bolder than any other we have pafled ; and what, 
is remarkable, we did not fee a fhoal or breaker, the whole 
morning. 

Our latitude, per obfervation, was 27*^ 42' N. We were above 
half a degree to the fouthward of yefterday, and this tended to 
convince us, that we had been much deeper in the gulf of Akaba 
than we fufpefled. We ftood W. and fometimes W. by S.as the 
wind permitted. At i P. M. we faw two fail to the fouthward, 
one of which our pilot fuppofes to have been the large boat, 
which parted company with us long iince. At two the wind 
fhifted again to the fouthward, and all the fleet bore away for the 
land to the weftward of us. At five we anchored under a rocky 
ifland, within a league of the main, where we found a ftrange 
boat at anchor. None of the fleet, but the pilot's brother, fetch- 
ed this ifland befides ; but we are told they will eafily join us when 
the wind changes. Our vexation is infinite, that our fituation 
will not admit of our taking advantage of a foutherly wind. When: 
we have doubled the Cape, we may look for this wind in vain. 
The pilot points it out to us, at the diftance of three or four 
leagues, and talks of getting to Tor in the morning. 

Juft as the fun fet behind the coaft we were upon, the ma-« 
riners of the ftrange boat obferved a couple of turtles, fwimming 
from the reef we lie on, and immediately rowed out to fea after 
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than. It is common to turn theie animals upon their backs^ 
when they are aileep on the fur face of the water i but it was a new 
thing to us, to fee them taken when awake, m their own elemeat. 
We could not but laugh at the attempt, but we had foon reafon to 
condemn our own incredulity. The dexterity of tlie Arabs was 
equal to it. One of them jumped out of die boat with a rope in 
his hand, purfued, overtook, and after a ftruggle under water, 
fattened a hook to the head of the largeft turtle in four fathom. 
It was, with equal facility, run up into the boat, and brought in 
triumph on board our veffel. This creature weighs about two 
hundred weight, and will furnilh a plentiful meal for the whole 
fleet. The wind kept to the fouth moil of the night. 

WEDNESDAY, 9th July. 

The other boats came up to us at*two tins morning, when we 
weighed with a fine breeze from the N, W* At three the gale 
cncreafed fo much, as to fend us at the rate of Cix knots an hour. 
Tliis made us uneafy, as we doubted the poflibility of doubling the 
Cape. When the day broke, we faw high land to our righti 
w^hich we ftill took to be the Arabian coaft ; as we had not, to 
our knowledge, parted with it- But as the fun rofe, we were not 
a little aftonilhed at his fituation, which was quite the reverfe of 
what it ufed to be. We loft no time in calling upon the pilot, to 
explain this phenomenon. He replied without emotion, that we 
had paffed the Cape during the night, and that Tor itfelf was a 
confide rable way behind us. We had no compaii on board, but 
from the fun's pofition, we were ceitain that we were going to the 
fouthward. We could not divine the reafon of this, except that 
the bay in which Tor lies, was deeper than the chart defcribes it. 
This idea fatisfied us for awhile ^ and under this delufion we 
ftood on at the fame rate, fomctimes doubting the fidelity of our 
Arabs, and fometimes hoping that we were in the right courie, 
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But we were at length awakened to a conviftion of our fli(pi- 
cions. By our obfervation at noon, we found ourfelves to be in Ac 
latitude of 26"* 35 ' N. which is above a degree to the fouthward of 
what we were yefterday. The deceit was too glaring, to be fur- 
ther concealed from us. We had been looking out the whole 
morning for the Egyptian fhore, as the gulf of Suez is not reck- 
oned to be ten leagues in breadth. We were inftantly afcer- 
tained that we were upon the Egyptian ftiore. It now ftruck us-, 
that our boat was originally bound for Cofire, and that the vizier 
of Yambo had put us on board of her, for the fake of referving 
the major part of the freight to himfelf, which he adhially did re- 
ferve, by the confeffion of the nokidah during the paflage. So that 
we got to Cairo, he did not care by what route. He had perform- 
ed the Xerif *s orders, in difpatching us from Yambo, and as there 
is a frequented track from Cofire to Cairo by the river Nile, it is 
a fufficient referve for the confcience of an Arab. The vizier had 
often preffed us to go by the way of Cofire, which we had as 
often rejefted, from the idea of its being a more uncommon and 
dangerous road, than that by Suez ; and as we were not compli- 
ant, he had thus tricked us into what we had determined to. 
avoid. 

In this perfuafion, we charged our nokidah and pilot with per- 
fidy, and informed them, to their utter aftonifhment, that the 
fhore before us, was the Egyptian, and that we were not many 
miles diftant from Cofire. Their ideas of navigation are entirely 
confined to the headlands and ftioals, which lie upon the coaft ; 
and to obtain a knowledge of our fituation from the quadrant, 
was as new, as it was unintelligible to them. Their fear, how- 
ever, of our refentment, made thefe fellows at flrft perfift, that we 
were bound for Suez ; to which falftiood they attefted by fwearin^ 
by their beards; an oath the moft facred to Muflulmen. But 
what perjuries will not fear lead mankind into ^ Their notions of 
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Europeans taught them to dread a deteftion of their behavior. 
Their ignorance gave them hopes of impofing this place upop ixs 
for Suez ; and they apprehended that their lives would be the 
forfeit of a premature difcovery. It wm nowr plain, that they 
had taken the advantage of the night before la IV, to run over to 
the Egyptian coaft. They had never before failed in the dark, 
and they artfully contrived to deceive us, vmder cover of the 
night. All our difficulties were now folved. We had been led 
to miftake the gulf of Suez yefterday, for that of Akaba. It was 
direftly aftern of us when we awoke ; and we did not difcover 
that we had made a new fliore. We had not at that tune, the 
moft diftant imagination of the treachery which was intended 
us. We were puzzled, indeed, to account for the courfe we 
kept ; but the fituation of the coaft might oblige us to change 
our direction ^ and the affurances of tlie Arabs of our being 
near the Cape, perfedly lulled us into a fatal fecurity. 

The pen would convey but a lifelefs pidure of our feelings in 
this important crifis. A thoufand circumftances crowded upon 
our minds, to evince the cheat which had been put upon us. 
Several boats had left Yambo for Cofire, preceding our departure; 
and we had been informed, that all boats bound for Cofire, were 
obliged to make Cape Mahomet at this feafon, before they 
ftretched over to the Egyptian Ihore. The boats that we had 
joined, were actually thofe bound for Cofire j and we had failed 
with them for above three weeks, under the belief of their being 
deftined for Suez. It is not fo wonderful, that incidents of this 
nature ftiould have efcaped our notice. We mixed but little 
with the Arabs, and were fuch ftrangers to their language, that 
there was no occafion for their being upon their guard when 
they converfed before us. But Ibrahim, our interpreter, had no 
fuch excufe for his want of difcernment* Moments there doubt- 
lefs were, when he might have fufpeded their defign, if they had 
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addrcfs enough to conceal it partly from him. We have no 
doubts of his honefty ; but from the fimplicity he has betrayed 
in this matter, draw but a bad omen of his ferviccs in the enter- 
prize before us. It is too late to hefitate upon the ftep we are 
to take. Refiflance is equally abfurd and vain. Neceffity, with 
all the force of a vortex, impels us forward. We cannot pre- 
tend to carry the boat to Suez, contrary to the inclinations of 
our mariners, and againfl tlie northerly monfbon. We know 
Cofire to be under the Turkifh government, and immediately 
dependent on Cairo ; and we have the vizier's pafs, to afford us 
a fafe-condu6t to that place. We have no doubt of the virtue 
of this pafs, however we have been deceived by the perfon whd 
gave it. He had the Xcrif 's order to forward us to Suez ; and 
after he has fb materially benefited by our purfes, we give.hixa 
credit for an inclination to ferve us, by the means of his mailer's 
fignet, which we know to be refpe6ted in all Mahometan re^ 
gions. 

Our minds werp fomewhat relieved by thefe reflexions^ We 
partook of the turtle at dinner with apparent cheerfulncfs ; and 
tven went fo far, as to adopt their own meafures, and wprefs ta 
the Arabs our indifference, in regard to the port we were going 
to. In this difpoiition we -made the moique of Cofire, without 
any other emotions, than what difappointment naturally excites* 
in the human breaft. The toils and dangers which we had un-- 
clergone, envenomed tb^ ftings of that difappointment ; and af-^ 
ter a month's endeavors, we found ourfelves nearty in the fame 
iituation, as when we fet out from Yambo : not^ indeed, £j £nr 
removed from Suez, but infinitely in more uncertainty and dif^* 
trds. 

At 7 in the evenii^ we anchored in the harbor of Cofire ; 
and find by the diftance which we have run, that die iflaxid we 
remained at laft night, was that of Shadwan, well known to the 
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Englifh veflets which trade from India to Suez, As foon as it 
was dark, the nokidah went afhore, to advife the commandant 
of our arrival ; and to intereft him, as he aflured us, in our be* 
half. To confefs the tmth,, we had not the profpeft of paffing 
the mofl: agreeable night. Our fortune was wrapped up in 
doubt, dark as the fhades whicli enveloped the creation ; and we 
anxioufly looked for the returning light, to dilpcl the obfcurity 
o£ the fcene 1, 



Thus, Madam, have I at length conducted you to Cofire, in- 
ftead of the promifed port of Suez* In purfuing the courfe of 
this narrative, you have been fubjeClcd, like the principal charac- 
ters, to the inconilancy of fortune; who, in imitation of the 
light ones of the fex, finds a pleafure in deceiving thofe the moft 
who afpire to the favor of her fmiles, I have frequently had 
occafion to diflent againft the well-known proverb of the Ro- 
mans, *' Fortune favors the brave,'' though I am far from pre- 
tending, that the undertakers of this voyage, are an inftance of 
its fallacy. The fatigues that we have endured in a month's 
cruize in an open boat, during the hotteft fcafon of the Eaftem 
year, and the dangers that we have ran in exploring a wild and 
piratical coaft, were well encountered for the end we had in view. 
True fortitude is exalted by oppofition» and, like the fabled 
Antaeus, rifes with frefti vigor from fucceflive overthrows. The 
prefent moments, when our reception at this place, nay, our 
very fafety, is precarious, are critical indeed, and teem with events, 
that may awaken curiofity, and excite the fufceptible breaft to 
regret the unfeafonable interruption of this narrative. 

If the foregoing fheets have the good fortune to meet with 
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your approbation— *if they are adjudged to contsun the unftiadied 
touches of nature^ and intereft the public in the fate of three 
unlucky travellers — I (hall be tempted to renew the thread of our 
adventures^ and recount the mod' remarkable occurrences of our 
journey from Cofire to Alexandria. The novelty of the track 
will engage the reader, where bufmefs is deficient ^ nor can he 
wholly be at a lofs for amufement, in a region fo untrodden, on 
a river fo celebrated as the Nile ! 

It is a received maxim, that there is no incident in a man's ^ 
life, but from which he may derive fome inftruftion. If I have 
reaped any advantage from the late fcenes I have been engaged 
in, it is a flock of philofophy, which has cofl me no little pains 
in the acquifition ; and wiU, I truft, prove fufficient to fupport 
me in any trial, to which the lot of humanity may hereafter fub- 
je6l me. But to my own fufferings may my indifference be con- 
fined! When I feparate my concerns from thofe of my fellow- 
creatures ; when I become deaf to the call of diftrefs ; or behold, 
unmoved, the tear of contrition, may I be rejefted by the more 
enlightened clafs of fociety, and chiefly by her, who is one of - 
its firft and brighteft ornaments ! 

I have the honor to be, 

MADAM, 

Your's, &c* 
Cofire, in Upper ^gypC, 
9* Jw'y '777- 
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SERIES OF ADVENTURES, &c; 

IN THE YEAR M.DCC.LXXVII,, 
EN LETTERS TO A LADY. 



LETTER IL 

MADAM, 

TO prove as good' as one's word is the province of every 
honeft man, but more particularly will it be expefted 
where inclination and duty go hand-in-hand. Whatever may be 
the fate of my former letter, the fpecious name of honor will 
ihfure the performance of my promife, and lead me into error 
under a miftaken notion of things. The man of honor fubmits 
his better judgment to the opinion of the multitude, and facri- 
fices his friend's life, or his own, to extend his reputation. In 
like manner the author is betrayed by the fecret impulfes of va- 
nity, and is fo tenacious of the empty applaufes of the croud, 
as to be ftill rilking what little fame he may have acquired, in 
the purfuit of more. But you. Madam, have to anfwer for this 
tranfgreffion, and, though innocent of the intention, are un- 
happily the caufe of a poor author adding to the number of his 
lins. There is doubtlefs matter enough in the pages which he 
has the honor to fubmit to your perufal ; but in refpeft to the 
manner, he only wifhes that he was poffeffed of your talent to 

excufe it to the worldi 

There 



There is a regret mingled with the pleafure I feel in retracing 
my progrefs throi;^ a land, which has bem f c mwiic d from the 
earlieft times, and is replete with the nobleft ruins of antiquity. 
Which gave birth to Cleopatra, and conteuns the afhes of Alex- 
ander ! From whence mufic boafts its divine origin, and on whofe 
mythology Homer formal die grounds of his immortal work ! 
The parent of fcience ! the nurfe of heroes ! and the mo- 
nument, alas ! of decayed grcatneis f Too fevere, O Egypt 1 
has been thy lot ; too fevere an example doft thou afford of the 
inftability of human glory. It is in thy fchool that the proud 
fhould learn humility, the atheift religion ; more inftru6tion will 
he gain in the review of thy fortune, than from the dreams of 
philofophers or the leffons of divines. Here will he fee the in- 
vincible Sefbftris vanquifhed in his pofterity ; the public works 
through which he meant to hand down his name to latcft ages, 
yieidedto the concjueror^ Time ; aiMl his once potent empire di- 
vided by the fword of iofidcU ! — The f^iblime imagery of Shake- 
fpear ruibes to my mind on the contemplation of this awful: icene» 

^' The cloud-capt towers* the gorgeous palaces^ 
*• The folemn temples, the great globe itfelf. 
" Yea, all which it inheritSj^ 0)all diflbWe^ 
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The faireft productions of art here bear the marks of bar- 
barous rage, and ignorance ufurps the fields, where learning 
reared her column to the ikies. Tl>e far-famed Nile now 
xoUs his ftream through lonely plains, and fuUen laves the 
ihores, where freedom fmiled ; which Love and which the Mufe 
were wont to grace. 

For the fake of a more familiar ftile, I have prefeived the 

form of a diary in the following narrative. I deteft formality, 

and would facrifice a well-turned period for the appearance of 

3 eafe. 
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cafe. The reader who looks for conne6lcd accounts, Ciceronian 
epithets, and polifhed exprcflions, in thefe rambling pages, will 
be greatly miftaken in the intention of the author ; whofe higheft 
aim is to amufe the curious, and to touch the humane, Loofe 
hints, concife defcriptions, and unftudied details, fum up the 
chief parts of a work, which is merely publiflied to promote 
the interefts of humanity, and to afford a caution to the unwary 
traveller. There is one thing which he has moft reafon to fear 
will be objefted to it, and that is, the want of the maivellous 
and furprizing, in a region fo involved among the fables of 
antiquity. 

THURSDAY, loth July. 

Cofire is fituated in 26^ 20 'north latitude, and is the fouthcm-- . 
moft port on the coaft of Egypt. It has been a place of great 
note, and is ftill confiderablc for the exportation of grain to 
Arabia, which is brought in the caravan from the Nile. There 
is a prodigious high range of mountains behind it, which are 
an exa6t counterpart to thofe on the Arabian fide ; through thefe 
ihountains is the road to the Nile. The harbor is defended to 
the northward by a reef of rocks, which ftretch about a mile into 
the fea ; and to the foothward and weftward, the land forms it 
into the ihape of a crefcent. Here is water for (hips of burden ; 
but without a pilot, they could not venture into the bafon. The 
fort of Cofire ftands upon a rifing ground; and is a fquare 
building of about four hundred yards in circumference. It was 
formerly ftrong enough, to have withftood a regular attack ; the 
walls being of ftone, and raifed to a confiderable height. But 
at prefent, it is in a defencelefs ftate; the breaches which time 
has made in it, being repaired with mud-work, and not more 
than three difinantled pieces of cannon left to protect it. The 
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town itfelf is in a more mifcrable condition. Of all the nu- 
merous houfes which once reared their heads here, nothing but 
their walls are ftanding ; and of the mofques, which good Muf- 
fulmen efteem beyond all other edifices, but the remains of two 
now can be difcemed, and one of thefe bowed almoft to the 
ground. The reader is here prefented with a view of a place, fo 
new to obfervation. It is a matter of conjedlure whether, in 
fifty years hence, there will be any traces of habitations on a 
fpot, which at this moment exhibits only the outlines of them. 
But if the town difplays fo unfavorable an appearance, it falls 
infinitely fhort of the dreary afpefl of the country around it. 
So far from a tree being in fight, the eye cannot catch a verdant 
Ipot, whether it furveys the mountains within^ or the plain that 
ftretches along the fea-fhore. And this defart is the barrier to 
the celebf ated and fertile land of Upper Egypt ! 

At 7 o'clock the principal Turk and two Arabs came on board 
the boat, to invite us aftiore, and to acquaint us that there was- 
a houfe provided for our reception. We had pafled but an un- 
comfortable night, and were oveijoyed to be relieved from our 
fufpence, by fo polite an invitation. We readily accepted of it,. 
ahd-oorfelves and our baggage were conveyed to the houfe ap- 
pointed for us ; which, though the beft in the town, was little 
better than an Englifli barn. Here we were received by an Arab 
of diftlrtfticn, whom we found to be the fon of the Arabian 
fhaik or prince of the diftri^t, who was abfent on an excurfion 
to the Nile. Though the garrifon of the fort of Cofire is un- 
der the command of a Turkilh oflScer, appointed by the bey of 
Cairo, the government of the city'and the commerce of the port, 
are entirely in the hands oS the Arabs ; to the chief of whom 
we af e recommended by the vizier of Yambo. This is a -piece 
of intelligence which we have learnt from the nokidah of our 
boat, and indeed, the vizier could do no lefs, to atone for his 
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To GEORGE BALDWIN, Efq. 

''SIR, 

*' We take the liberty to acquaint yon of our arrival at this 
place oij the loth inftant* A concurrence of accidents has obli- 
ged us to undertake this uncommon route, although it was our 
intention to have proceeded to Cairo by the way of Suez. As wc 
are charged with *difpatches of the utmoft confequence from 
the prefident of Madras to the Court of Direftors, we flatter 
ourfelves, that this circnmftance will be a further inducement to 
your humanity, to intercft yourfelf with the bey of Cairo in our 
bdialf, that he mdy immediately iffue pafles to Ghinnah and 
Jirje, for our better fecurity in going down the Nile. We have 
a protcdlion from the vi^er of Yambo to the Arab (haik of this 
diftiia, who has treated us with great civility, and promifes to 
fend us to the Nile, under charge of his fon, by the return of 
the caravan, which is expelled here in a few days. It is with 
his afiiftance that we are enabled to forward you this intelli- 
gence of our fituation. When we have the pleafure. Sir, of fee- 
ing you at Cairo, wc (hall do ourfelvies the honor to deliver the 
letters we arc charged with to your addrefs, which we confider of 
too much importance to you to be trufled to this conveyance. 

^' In the hopes 6f meeting with you in a fhort time, and of 
exprefling our fenfe of the fervices which your influence in this 
country may afford us, we remain, 

SIR, 

Your very obedient, &c/* 

*• Coflre, on the coaft of Upper Egypt, 
I2th July, 1777/* 

When the ftiaik and his courtiers had taken their leave, we had 
a continual levee the whole morning, and the durbar of an eaftem 
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prince could not be more croudcd than our apartments. We 
treated our vifitors with coffee onljr, as it is tlie cuftom of the 
country for every one to carry his principal entertainment about 
with him, which is the pipe. It fupplies the place of meat and 
drink, and even thought itfelf ; though they tell you here, that 
the pipe is the beft friend imaginable to meditation. Be this as 
it may, the Arabs [do not feem to benefit by it in this relpedt ; 
riiough never did I fee a paflion carried to fuch excefs as this. 

At noon the young (haik accompanied us in a walk about the 
town, and as we pafled the fort, we were faluted with one gun: a 
compliment for which we made a fmall donation to the gunner. 
In this excurfion we gathered nothing, but a nearer view of the 
poverty of the people, and the dreary face of the country. At our 
return home we had another vifit from the ftiaik, to acquaint us, 
that the carriage of a letter to Cairo would be very heavy, and 
that we might as well omit fending it. When he named 60 dol- 
lars for the trouble, we were not a little ftartlcd at the fum, and 
ftiould have been well inclined to drop the matter, had we not 
held it of great moment to our concerns. We declined, however, 
giving fuch an extravagant price, for what we told the ftiaik was 
of little confequence in itfelf. He was called away by fomc bu- 
finefs in the midft of this conference, and our nokidah offered to 
follow him, and to bring him to reafon in his demand. The fel- 
low accordingly went on this cmbafTy to the fhaik, who confentcd 
at length to take 20 dollars for the difpatch of the letter. The 
money was immediately advanced, and the camel was that night 
fent off to the Nile, if any reliance could be placed on the word 
of an Arab- The attempt to impofe on us in a charge of this 
kind, was only confidered by us as an effay on the flrength of om: 
purfes ; and we arc in hopes, from our having lowered them fo 
confiderabJy in their prices, that we (hall be the lefs liable to im- 
pofition, in our future dealings with the natives of Egypt. 

Our 
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Our evening, as ufual, was paffed in receiving company, among 
whom we faw feveral people who were to be our fellow-travel- 
lers. There was a merchant, in particular, who was very intel- 
ligent, and oflFered to accommodate us with his houfe, on our 
arrival at Ghinnah, a large city on the Nile, to which the cara- 
van is to carry us. He tells us, to our great fatisfaftion, that 
we (hall find no diffidulty in procuring boats for our paflage 
down the Nile ; and that at the eafy expence of 25 dollars. So 
that our [money holds out to Cairo, we muft be content to pay 
for every inch of the road, through this ftrange and remote 
country. We have been obliged to make feveral little prefents 
to the great people already ; but thefe have been confined to 
pieces of Indian handkerchiefs, and bottles of European liquors. 
Thefe the Turkifti commandant carried away under his garment, 
with all the gravity peculiar to his nation ; and, to heighten the 
joke, he was pleafed to let the fpirits pafs under the denomina- 
tion of phyfic. 

The weather here is remarkably pleafant for this time of the 
year. This muft be owing to the prevalence of the northerly 
winds, that blow acrofs the Red-Sea to this coaft. Neither are 
the dews fo heavy and troublefome, as we found them on tlie 
fliores of Arabia. A lucky circumftance to travellers, who have 
been fo long accuftomed to the magnificent and fpacious canopy 
of the fky, that they cannot fleep within doors, or be confined 
beneath the low and contrafted roof of a chamber. We have a 
good yard belonging to the houfe, where we pafs the nights. 

SUNDAY, 13th July. 

Our charges are confiderably augmented by the price of water, 
which is become (b fcarce, that we are at times at a lofs for a 
draught of it. The people here drink of a bad fort, which they 
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bring from a fpring at above a league's diftance, it not being in 
their power to pay a quarter of a dollar per ikin, for fo cot^ 
fiderable a necelTary of life. 

The northerly wind continues to blow fo ftrcngly, that we 
have great leafon to think we fhould have been much longer 
beating our paffage to Suez, than we fliall be in getting to Caira 
by the route we have ftumbled upon. The chara6lcr of our no- 
kidah begins to be again doubtful. After all his promifes to 
ftay by us until our departure^ and to fee us provided wi A good 
camels, he came to us this evening with the fhaik, and, after a 
parade of his attachment towards us, pretended to regret the 
necefEty which called him away. He even perfuaded the old 
man to declaim in his behalf i to acquaint us that the letter 
which the vizier of Yambo had fent by the nokidah, was of the 
utmoft moment to our intereft ; that we were thereby entitled 
to the (haik's protedion, as far as his life would afford it ; and 
that he hoped we would remember him, now he was about to 
leave us. Notwithftanding our indignation was rouzed at the 
prevarication of this fellow, we did not hold hirh worth our at- 
tention, nor did we chufe to let the fliaik into the reafon of our 
defiling his ftay. It was our bufthefs to appear to place an un- 
limited confidence in the man, whom chance had made the 
mafter of our fates. And indeed he adtcd very impartially on 
the occafion, and concluded his harangue, with intreating us to 
confult our inclinations only, when we fixed on a recompence 
for the nokidah's fervices* We thanked him for his goodnefs, 
and carelefsly added, that we would think on this lubjeft in the 
morning. There is no doubt but the nokidah's waiting our 
motions, might be prejudicial to his affairs which fummon him 
to Yambo ; but it was our declared intention to have made him 
a very handfome confideration on this account. To have fent 
advices to our friends in India of our fafety, and of our depar- 
9 turc 
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ture for the Nile, was a matter which we had much at heart. 
This very fellow had promifed to accomplifli it. He has un- 
doubtedly forfeited all further pretenfions to our favor, fo that 
the prefent which we give him will be very trifling. 

MONDAY, 14th July. 

The grcateft part of the morning was fpent in a tonverfation 
with the nokidah, and in writing a letter to the vizier, in tefti- 
mony of this fellow *s good treatment of ns. His condu^Ving 
us to this place appears to have been more tlie vizier's crime 
than his i and, in fpite of his recent abufe of our confidence, our 
diftreffes had not deprived us of the principle of forgivenefs, fq 
fer as to permit us to deny him a requeft of this nature. The 
fafety of his family^ who were in the vizier's power> depended, 
as he afliued us, upon our word. The addrefs was extraordi- 
naiy enough, to a man who had been the primary caufe of our 
misfortunes ; and it may be expected that we did not mifs the 
opportunity to give a vent to our indignation. But, irritated 
as we were againft the minifter, we difdained even to expoftu- 
late with him on liis unfair proceedings. We were determined 
not to afford him matter of triumph, and concealed the effecls i 
which his detelled policy had been attended with. The letter was - - * 

cxpreffed in general terras ; and we bore witnefs to the conduft 
of the nokidah, as far as regarded his attention and refpe£l to-* 
wards us. With this he fcemed better fatisfied than with the I 

prefent we made him. We afligncd but ten dollars for himfelf m 

and the pilot, of whom 1 have made fuch frequent mention in * *^ 

the journal of tlie boat* This was a fufficient mortification to , 

people, whofe expectations had been raifed by the rewards we 
promifed them on our fafe arrival at Suez, and whofe ideas of 
our wealth were fo extravagant. The fever al trifles we had left 
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in the boat amounted to no inconiiderable fum ; but the value 
of thefe were already forgotten. We were more liberal to the 
boat's crew, who came at the fame time to take leave of us> 
as they had been the innocent inftruments in the execution 
of the plot, which was devifed againft us in the town of 
Yambo. 

We perceive a jealoufy fublifts between the Turk and Arab 
on our account, which we have no reafon to be concerned at. As 
the prefence of the former will prove an infallible check on the 
motions of the Ihaik, we fhall rather be defirous of fomenting 
the difference, by paying an equal attention to thefe chiefs, than, 
by attaching ourfelves to one, run the chance of incurring the 
refentment of the other. The government of the diftrift is im- 
doul^tedly in the hands of the ihaik, who holds it irom the man- 
date of the bey of Cairo j and to his influence we muft commit 
ourfelves in our journey to the Nile. But the oftenfible dignity 
lies with the Turkifli officer, who commands the fort of Cofirc 
in the name of the bey, and is placed here as a fpy on the con- 
dud of the fhaik. They never meet at our houfe but by acci- 
dent; and then nothing but common civility paffes between 
them. The Arab, in particular, is uneafy at the frequent vifits 
of the other, and it is no longer ago than this morning, that he 
cautioned us to truft to him alone for the fupply of our wants* 
While the Turk, on the other hand, let us this afternoon into 
the knowledge of every thing that we wanted to be informed 
of. The cuftomary price of camels to the Nile will be but trifling, 
and we hope, by his means, to eicape the impofitions which we 
fhould otherwife incur from the poverty of the Arabs, who, in 
many rcfpefts, are of no unamiable charafter. We have found 
them to bfi decent in their manners, and temperate in their diet ; 
addicted to no warmth or levity of temper, refpeftful in the 
laft degree to their parents, charitable in their difpofitions, and 
z humane 
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humane to their dependents : ftriftly attentive to all the forms of 
their religion, and wholly unacquainted with the unnatural vices - 
which originated in the Eaft, and have long difgraced the Chrif- 
tian empire. But this affemblage of good qualities is thoroughly 
tainted by the luft of lucre, which no bounds are forcible enough 
to reflxain. Their command of mind is applied to facilitate the 
bafeft purpofes of gain, and their pretended fanftity often ferves 
to cover fome fcheme of fraud. It rauft be owned, the neceflities 
o£ people, who almoft live in a ftate of nature, muft bear hard 
on the innate principles of goodnefs which they may poflefs ; 
and when the prejudices of their religion, which inculcate the 
praftice of deceit towards Chriftians, are thrown into the ba- 
lance, it will not be fo much wondered at, that the feale of in- 
juftice prevailed againft us : that we were fo maltreated in Ara- 
bia, or that we ftiall be obliged to win our way through the de- 
farts of Thebais to the Nile, by dint of gold. 

The young fliaik, after his father had left us, took a liking 
to a very good fpying-glafs which we had brought with us. As 
he is likely to be our fellow-traveller, we begged his acceptance 
of it. At the fame time our nokidah came to take his leave ; 
and we parted on good terms, notwithftanding what had paffed 
between us* 

TUESDAY, 15th JuLr- 

This morning a jar of water was brought to us from the fhaik, 
which had juft arrived from the mountains. He had heard us 
complain yefterday of the want of fweet water, and very politely 
fent this jar to our houfe,, which had come for his own drinking. 
We were content to pay three dollars for the carriage, as we fet 
an higher value upon water, in our prefent circumftances, than 
if it were wine. We had an early vifit from the old man, to 

whom: 
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whom we prefeiited a piece of Indian chintz for Ms women. 
Had we been appiized of our going this road, we might have 
brought numberlefs tiifles frcwn our vefleJ, which would hav# 
appeared of fome eftimation in the eyes g( a people, to whom all 
foreign articles have the charms of novelty. This man however 
has fccn more of the world than the generality of his country^ 
men. He has been twice at Conflantinople ; aiid at Alexandria^ 
he tells us, he went on board an Englifh man of war of fixty 
guns, from which he fcems to have derived an high idea of the 
power and dignity of the Britifh nation. He has bepn comfortr 
ing us with the hopes of the caravan's not exceeding the time 
appointed for its appearance; which now approaches, to our 
great fatisfaftion. There is nothing to be fecn here but fca, 
mountain, and iky ; and we long to be coafting the banks of the 
Nile, and to become eye-witneffes of the fertility and beauty of 
a country, fo celebrated by hi&orians, and confirmed in our ad* 
miration by the teftimony of the people here, who are never 
tired of repeating its praifes. We learn that our boat, and four 
others, failed this morning for Yambo $ and that three larger 
ones remain here to receive their lading from the caravan. The 
paffage to Yambo can be made with eafe in four or five days. 
What a contraft to the long and tedious voyage that we experir 
enced to this place ! 

Nothing is a greater proof of the warlike difpofitions of the 
Arabs, than the pleafurc th^ take in the infpeftion of arms of 
all kinds. Our fwords, guns, and piftols, have undergone a 
thoufand examinations ; and been honored with a profufion of 
applaufes, not, we fufpe6l, without hopes, on their fide, of pro- 
fiting by our politenefs. Were a fword or fpear to be put into 
the hand of an Arab, whatever difguife he might be in, his bent 
of mind would as quickly betray itfelf, as did Achilles', when he 
handled the arms which UlyflTes placed before him. He is al- 
ways 
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ways armed as if going to battle ; and we never fee any one, 
whofe profcflion allows of it, unprovided with a pair of loaded 
piftols in his girdle, a fabre and a dagger by his fide, and a fpear 
of about fix feet in length in his right hand. In his left he al- 
ways carries a pipe, which, moderately fpeaking, is not five mi- 
nutes together from his lips in the courfe of the day. Though 
this general praftice of carrying fire-arms on peaceable occa- 
fions, is totally repugnant to the ideas of civilized minds, there 
is nothing but what may be reconciled to us by the force of ha- 
bit ; and we now view this threatening apparatus of war without 
the fmalleft emotion. In the evening the ftiaik brought us a 
plate of unripened Umes, which, indifferent as they were, we 
undeiiland have come from the neighborhood of the Nile. 

W E D N E S D A Y, i6th July. 

We are very fortunate in refp^^l to tlie owner of the houfe we 
live in. He is an old Arab, of a civil demeanor and a quiet 
temper; and if ever a moital pafled away an inoffenfive life, 
it is this hoft of ours. His worldly cares extend not beyond the 
little oeconomy of an humble roof, and the fale of a few articles, 
with which he makes fliift to provide for the calls of nature. 
The only luxury he taftes of, is his pipe of tobacco and his cup 
of coffee ; and his fole enjoyment, is the tendance of a milch 
goat, that follows him about v/ith the docility of a dog. The 
milk of this animal he kindly referves for our ufe ; and, indeed, 
it is ferviceable to us, in a miferable place, where milk is not to 
be procured. In the courfe of fuch a fimple life, it is not likely 
that he fliould imbibe the errors which higher ftations are apt to 
betray their pofleffors into -, and there is no doubt but the prayers 
of this poor Arab are acceptable to the Almighty difpofer of all 
things. Content carries along with it the afpeft of every virtue ; 

and 
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and not to repine at the deftiny which Heaven has allotted us, 
is certainly of more folid importance to mankind, than the at- 
tainment of a thoufend dazzling talents, which, by fitting us to 
the admiration of this world, too often render us indifferent to 
the acquifition of a more glorious recompence. 

The (haik and the commandant are become very regular in 
their vifits to us. By this particular attention we conceive hopes 
of the caravan's approach, as we do not think they would thus 
court us through mere form. The Turk is by much the more 
modeft of the two, which muft be attiibuted to a more general 
knowledge of the world. He has afked for nothing but the li- 
quor before mentioned ; and has received nothing from us, but 
a piece of muflin handkerchiefs, which we prefented him with 
laft night. The Arab does not maintain this decency in his con- 
du6l, though he is by no means open in his demands. He is 
continually afkihg us, through the channel of our interpreter, 
of the things we poffefs ; and this morning defired to look at a 
curious pair of piftols of mine, which I had carefully concealed 
from his knowledge. Though I could not learn in what man- 
ner he had difcovered them, I was obliged to promife them to 
him on our arrival at the Nile ; when we fondly flattered our- 
felves to be delivered from the neceflity of ftanding upon our 
guard. Thefe piftols have a ftop upon the cocks, which muft 
render them fafer to an Arab, who is accuftomed, on a march, 
to ileep with them in his girdle. 

The weather was hotter to-day than we have before expe- 
rienced it, which we attribute to an alteration in the wind, that 
has blown from the land, though very faintly. Were it not for 
the conftant gales which prevail in thefe feas, the coafts would 
be intolerably hot, as the foil is nothing but rock and fand. 
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THURSDAY, 17th July. 

The fhaik brought us this morning a bottle of cinnamon -water 
under his cloak. We were prevailed on to tafte it, out of com- 
pliment to him, who ihewed us the example, but we heaitily re- 
pented of it. Whether owing to the ftill, or whatever caufe it 
might be, there was a copperas tafte in the liquor, that did not 
agree with our ftomachs. This will be a caution how we make 
free with foreign liquors, among a people, whofe ignorance may 
be impofed on by the venders of thefe articles. 

We have difcovered an amiable trait in the chara6ler of the 
old man, which has confiderably heightened our opinion of him. 
He has a paternal regard for his fubjefts, and feems to Iliare in 
any innocent recreation they can take. It was no longer ago 
than laft night, that a flave-boy, belonging to our company, was 
playing on the fiddle for the entertainment of the fhaik. The 
novelty of the found brought a crowd about the gate of the 
yard, where we were fitting on carpets to enjoy the cool of the 
evening. The old man perceived them to be pleafed with the 
mufic, and alked our permiffion to let them come in- This was 
no fooner granted, than the yard was filled with people of all 
ranks, who expreffed great fatisfadion and furprize at the fldll 
of a boy, who might be put on a footing with the blind fiddlers 
that fet a count 17 wake in motion. The ideas of the better fort 
of a fimple people, cannot be expefled to be more refined than 
thofe of the lower clafsof a pofiflied nation. Nature is the fame 
in every climate, and betrays its want of cultivation, by an un- 
diftinguiihing tafte in the feveral degrees of perfe^ion to which 
the arts and fcicnces may be carritti. The notes of a violin or 
flute may touch a rude ear with fenfations of delight, although 
not regulated by the paufes of time ; or how can we pretend to 
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receive pleafure from the wild notes of the wood-lark or night- 
ingale ? The truth is, we look not for any excellence in the 
bird, but what nature has aflforded. The fweetnefs of his pipe 
makes ample amends for the irregularity of the meafure ; and we 
Arink the melody, without feeling the want of correftncfe. 

We had a vifit as nfual from the Turk, who watches his time^ 
and comes always after the departure of the ihaik. He infimns 
xts, that he has juft had a meflenger, who brings advice of the 
inmiediate departure of the caravan from the Nile. If this ac- 
count be true, it muft arrive within two days at fiutheft. The 
Turk fhewed us a chop or fignet, that he received from Ibrahim 
^g, the bey of Cairo^ nominating him to the command of the 
fort df <3ofire. He is a very obliging and good-humored man; 
and it will be our inclination^ as well as intereft, to cultivate his 
^friendihip. 

It is not often that we venture out of Ac doors of our 
gateway, except by moon-'light, when we ftray down to the lea- 
"fide, which is the only profpeft from this place that can bear 
obfervation. There was doubtlefs Ibme appearance of cultiva- 
tion, when the country was better inhabited, as the moft ftubbom 
foil cannot refift the efforts of induftry. But as the power of 
the Turks began to decline in thefe parts, commerce failed apace ; 
"die inhabitants of this p<^ulous city removed by degrees to the 
more fertile banks of the Nile, and have left it a prey to poverty^ 
and delblation ! 

FRIDAY, i8th Jitly. 

IWe received very difagreeable tidings this morning rdalive to 
the caravan. The road is fo infefted with Buddoos, or wild 
i Arabs, that its prc^reis is delayed, until a reinforcement arrives 

y from die Nile. It feems that a ihaik of the mountains, throu^ 
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which the caravan pafks, has lately difappeared j^ fo that t)^ fe* 
curity which the country was in from his influence, no longer 
fubfifts. It is cuflomary for the caravan to pay a tribute to thefc 
chiefs, for a pafiage through their diftrids. They are only rob- 
bers of a larger growth, and openly fet their protection to ialci, 
to defend the traveller from the rapine of thwr tribes. 

Diftrefling as this circumftance is, we are habituated to difap- 
pointment, and are arrived at that happy temper of mind> which 
rejcfts complaint in things unavoidable. As foon as a fufficient 
number of camels arrive, to tranfport ouifelves and baggage to 
the river, we are determined to fet out, in company with the (haik 
or his fon; our number and fire-arms being fufficient, in ow 
opinion, to put any band of robbers to flight. We fliall, at leaft, 
make up fifteen camels ^ not to mention the Chriftians an4 
others, who might be glad to join us on fuch an expedition. But 
it is likely we fhall not be reduced to take this flep, which, at any 
rate, mufl be attended with rifle. The caravan may come before 
any further intelligence, as it only waited for the difperfion of the 
Biiddoos, who are between it and this place ; and the practice of 
giving notice of its approach, by lighting fires on the hills, has 
been difcontinued, fince the anival of thefe troublefo^ne neigh*- 
bors. 

The boats that waited for grain by the caravan> are now refolv- 
ed upon failing, as its appearance is fo uncertain. The maftec <^ 
a boat belonging to Judda, came to us this morning to kmw our 
commands. As he feems to be a good fort of man> and this is the 
only opportunity we may have of advifing our friends in India of 
our fituation, we are determined to write by him, to the care of 
Mr^ Horfeley at Mocha, who has his letters very punctually for^ 
warded to Suez per njtam Judda. 

The Arabs arc beggars from the highefl: to the loweft. Jndeecl, 
fi> facred is the ftate of poverty ^among thdn, that liii^ bold Uf 
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votaries as under the peculiar direftion of Providence. And thi» 
humane notion is Ae fourcc of that charity, which is the moft 
general virtue they poffefs. It is not, therefore, to be wondered 
at, that an Arab feels not the ftiame which overipreads the cheek 
of an European petitioner. He afks, without fcruple, for what he 
thinks his poverty entitles him to; and intrudes himfelf in his 
rags into the prefence of his fuperiors, from which he feldom or 
never experiences a repulfe. A fon of a (haik of Yambo is about 
to return thither on one of the boats, and came to-day to demand 
a prefent of us. As we were at a lo£s what to offer him, the old 
fhaik ftood our friend on this occadon, and gave him two gold 
pieces in our name, called mauheboops, of the value of one dollar 
and an half each. Thefe we are to give him credit for when we 
fettle accounts with the (haik. In the evening the man came for 



1 our letters, which we delivered to him. 

SATURDAY, 19th Julv. 



j The jdr was fo bleak during the night, that we were glad to- 

I retire into the houfe, though the place we fleep in is defended 

from the wind, by the height of the walls. This is one of the 
fineft climates under the fun, the air ferene and wholefome, and 
the fky always unclouded* The rays of the fun are tempered by 
the refrefliing breezes from the fca, which conftantly blow during 
the hotter months of the year. The Ibutherly winds, prevail only 
in December, January, and February ; and at the changes of the 
moon, they are fometimes felt for a day or two in the other 
months. From our experience of this fea,^ we do not think it 
prafticaWe for a veffel to get up to Suez later than March. But 
then (he may always reach Cofire, whence her packets, and even 
her goods, may be conveyed at an eafy expence to the Nile. Ghin- 
- "^^ ftah, a city of Upper Egypt, is fituated about 1 50 miles W.N.W* 

of 
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of Cofire; thither the caravan goes, and there boats may be had 
in great plenty for Cairo, which is 500 computed miles from 
thence. This route can only be recommended to a packet-boat 
with difpatches from India, or to a veffel that lofes her paflage to 
Saez J as the expence of boat-hire down the river, and the cuftoms 
of this port, would prove a confiderable draw-back on the pro- 
fits of the voyage. But in fuch a fituation, we doubt not that 
veflels would find their account in coming here, inftead of repair- 
ing to Judda, as the fnow Adventure had orders to do, to the 
great lofs of her owners. A treaty of commerce might as readily 
be effefted with the princes of Upper Egypt, as with the bey o£ 
Cairo; if the India Company do not confider this trade as pre- 
judicial to their interefts. It is not my intention, at prefent, ta 
enter into a difcuflion of tins matter, as I acknowledge myfclf but 
an incompetent judge of it. But if the fpecies of goods which ara 
carried to the Cairo market, and the channels into which they are 
afterwards thrown,t be confidered,. it does, not, appear, that the 
eftablifhment of this commerce would operate materially to the 
Company^'s lofs. The cargoes for this, track are chiefly of the 
fined aflbrtment, and their circvdation confined to the ports of 
the Mcditerraneaa ; fo. that it is not to be feared they will inter- 
fere with the fale of the Company*s merchandife *^ 

The Arabs here are much ief& referved in converiation than in 
Arabia. The fhaik himfelf has mentioned his wives to us more than 
once, though it is a fubje6t on which his cotmtrymen at home 
prcferve the ftrifteft filence. But in proportion as they are re-** 
moved from the land of their Prophet, it would feem that thej 
throw off the aufterity which is infeparable from bigotry. Their 
features are confiderably relaxed here, of the folemnity that they 

♦ It is not unlikely that this queftion will be decided by the Turks themfelves, 
whofe iicklenefs and rapacity may lead them to overfet an infant commerce, by means 
more forcible to thofe engaged in it, than the authority of ihe legiilature itfelf^ 
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afFeft at Yambo; and the old man reli(hes a joke with as mudi 
glee as ourfelves. He has juft now gained much upon our con- 
fidence by an inftance of forbearance, which befpe^s him ibme- 
what divefted of the rapacious fpirit of his tribe. My Europeaa 
fervant was imprudent enough to venture out in the duflc, intx> the 
quarter of the town where the ^Iks de joie refide. He was difco- 
vcred by the patrole, and after haying fulFered fome indignities, was 
hurried away to the guard-houfe, whence he was releafed by the 
fhaik's order, as ibon as the report was made to him. This hap- 
pened two nights ago, and was kept from our knowledge. The 
old man was very backward to mention the fubje^ to us, which 
he did at length, on account, we believe, of the mifchief that 
might enfue to the foolifh fellow, were he ever caught by the na- 
tives in fuch a place again. Had this incident occurred at Yambo, 
or even at Mocha, where ftrangers are lefs liable to impofitions, 
thefe is no doubt but the fervant would have been detained in 
prifbn, until his liberty was purchafed at the price of three or four 
hundred dollars. 

The fhaik brought us word this evening, that he iiad juft re- 
ceived certain intelligence of the caravan having left the Nile. 
While he was fitting with us, an exprefs arrived, intimating 
that a party of Buddoos wci-e in the neighborhood, and had feized 
a camel and four afles belonging to the town, which had gone 
out thi« morning to fetch charcoal. The old man immediately 
fignified his refolution to Iklly forth with a few attendants, and 
obfave their motions. For this end he borrowed the pair of 
piftols belonging to me, which he had long fixed his eye upon, 
and which I had promifed to prefent him with on our arrival at 
Crhinnah. Fires were now lighted on the different eminences 
which overlook the town, and the drum beat to arms. Nor were 
thefe precautions ufelefs, in fuch^defencelefs place as this, which 
[might be plundered with great cafe by a refolute and well- 
5 accoutered 
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aecoutefed band. But thefe robbers are reported not Mily to be 

indifFerently armed, but to be void of all fpirit when they meet 
with refiftance. The third part may be furnifhed with match- 
locks, and the reft with fpears and fwords. A miferable race, 
wandering from hill to hill, and fubfifting on the pilfer of ftrag- 
gling paffengers. We prepared our fire-arms for their reception, 
(hould they venture to afiault our caftle; and there was little oc- 
cafion for our keeping a regular watch, as it was not pofllble to 
obtain a found nap during the night, whofe ** dull ear" (as Shake- 
fpear denotes it) was deafened by the rattling of the drum, and 
the chorus of a war-fong. Thefe the Arabs continued until the 
morning dawned, and, delivering them from their fears, permit- 
ted us to take an hour's repofq. 

S U N D A Y, 2Dth Juxr. * •• • 

1 

We find that the Turkilh commandant had every tiling in rea^ 
dinefs in the fort, to have done execution among the Buddoos. 
The gunner this morning was fpunging the few pieces that are • 

mounted on the walls, having drawn, we fuppofe, the charges 
of powder, which may ferve o\\ a future occafion. The Turk • 

breakfafted with us, and magnified, with the rhodomontade of I 

his nation, the ftrength of his citadel, and the valor of his 
troops ; both of which, however, we muft confefs, might with- 
ftand the attack of an aimy of fuch vagrants, as thefe have beea 
reprefented to us ! 

Even in this remote corner of the globe, the charadler of the 
Turks ftrongly difplays itfelf- Sufpicious of ftrangers, and jea- 
lous of obfervation, they endeavor to conceal their weaknefs un^ 
der an oftentatious language. Though he has never invited us 
into his fort, the commandant frequently talks of the impor- 
tance of his charge ; and though the contempt which the fliaik 
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entertains for him is too vifiblc to cCapc got notice, he is willii^ 
to inipire as with an idea of his own roperiority. Conicioas 
that his power is daily mouldering away in thcfe parts, the Turk 
grows more and more diftruftful of the Arab ; while the latter 
can no longer fupprefs the rancor which he has concaved agatnft 
his tyrannical mailers. To what lengths this mutual averfion 
will carry them, time alone can dilcover. But this appears pro- 
bable : fliould a favorable con jun£hire prefent it&lf to the Arabs, 
to recover the territories of Egypt, it will not pals by unheeded. 
This conqueft of their Prc^hct's family may return into their 
hands, and then, by a natural courfe of things, revert to the do- 
minion of the original poffeflbr. Thus, by a retrograde motion, 
the chains of bondage may be imloofed, and the rights of the 
native be rcftored to him. 

One of the prefent fubjedb of our apprehenfion is, that the 
houfe we live in will not lafl our time, (hould the caravan meet 
with further delays. The rafters arc of the date-tree, and in- 
ftead of plank or tiles, the floor is compofed of ruihes laid dofe 
together. On this loole fand is placed, and over all the coarie 
matts of the country. Materials of this fort muft have a won- 
derful elafticity in them ; and every ftep we take, is attended by 
an uriiverfal tremor of the houfe. Neithw would a ftranger ima- 
gine that we were better provided in regard to the roof. This 
is formed of nothing ftronger than rufhes, or which ftones.are 
heaped, to prevent their being fcattered by the winds. But in 
this fettled climate the native requires no defence,- but againft 
the rays of the fun ; thunder and lightning being almoft un- 
known to him ; and even rain a very uncommon vifitor. By 
the accounts of the inhabitants, no rain has fallen at Colire for 
thcfe three years paft ; nor docs it ever exceed a fliower or two, 
when it comes. Of this the ftru6hire of their remaining houfes 
is an unqueftionahle proof; for being rebuilt with mud, and half 
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thatched with rufhcs, bnc day of rsdn woald mix them with their 
jnother earth. 

MONDAY, aift Jijlv. 

Old and defolate as this town is, cats are the chief and almoft 
only nuifance which we have found here. But we are infefted 
with tliefe vermin to fuch a degree, that no provifion can be fc- 
cured from their talons during the night. It is to no purpofe 
to lock the door, when the roof is fo unable to withftand their 
aflaults. A droll adventure happened laft night, in confequencc 
of the voracioufnefs of thefe animals, which may not be unwor- 
thy of remark. We had been prefented with a difli of nice 
cakes by one of our Chriftian acquaintance, which a fervant, 
out of his great wildom, hung up in the room where one of our 
companions flept. Though the doors and windows were flung 
open on account of the heat, he thought the cakes would be faffer 
here than in any other place ; and for the greater fecurity, fuf- 
pended them over the gentleman's bed. But the very reyerfe fell 
out. When all was quiet, the cats, which had been attiaftcd in 
great numbers by the favory fmell of the cakes, rufhed in at once 
from all quarters, and, without the leaft refpeft to the intended 
guardian of them, and direiled by inftin<ft to their booty, flew 
in a tumultuous manner towards it. Our companion was 
awakened by the growling of two of thefe ferocious creatures, 
who were difputing for a prize on his pillow ; and, finding by 
the noife which aflailed his ears, that the combat raged with 
equal fury on all fides, he ran to a ftick that flood near him, and 
with an aftivity equally new and furprizing, lay about him with 
fuch fuccefs, that his perfecutors made off at length with the re- 
mains of the plunder. We, who took up our lodging in the 
yard, were difturbed by this uncommon tumult/which did not 
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continue left thm » quarter of an hour. It inmediafedy teddloi 
to our mmds an adventure of Don Quixote's^ widi this dife- 
rence only, that the prefent was not a preconcerted one. It was^ 
perhaps happy for our friend, that the cats had ibmething forcible 
enough to draw their attention from him, or his hcc and body 
might have fufiered equally with the knight's of facetious memory. 
Our mirth was increafed however according to the innocence of 
the diftrefs, which deprived him of his deep during the whole 
night. This Was every moment broken by the mewing of theie: 
animals,, that hovered around the fccne of adion until the day 
broke, and difclofed to the unfortunate hera the caufe of his 
perplexity. 

Should we remain here much longer, we (hall not have where- 
with to fupply the cravings of thefe people, who. are continually 
importuning us for powder, ball, flints, and every article that they 
fix their eyes upon. Empty bottles are pi^cularly acceptable 
to them ; and the fhaik himfelf did not difdain to requeft a dozen 
for his own uie. Even fuch trifles as thefe have given rife to 
lealoufies in thb Ample place : nay, one of the fhaikls guards has 
gone fo far, as to throw out threats of vengeance againft our 
iibrvant Ibrahim, becauie the preference of a few bottles was 
given to another. To punifh his infolence, we took upon us 
this morning^ to forbid this fellow the houfe. Since our firft ar- 
rival he has been remarkably officious,, and profufe of his tenders, 
of fervice ; but as we have always confidered: him in the light of 
a fpy, we did not regret the opportunity which permitted us to. 
rid ourfelves of fo troublefome a vifitor-. 

TUES DAY, 2^d July. 

A' boat arrived laft night from Tor,, in the gulf of Suez> 
wlwcix brings intelligence that there are four Engliflx veflcls ftill 
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at Suez. We may therefore flatter our^ves with &e hopes of 
relieving our friends in India from their apprdienfioiis for our 
lafety : the accounts we have hitherto fent being unfatisfa^lory, 
4md their conveyance uncertain. Our fhaik likewife informed us, 
in the courfc of his vifit this morning, that two Europeans had 
arrived in a boat at Tor, and had fet out on camels for Sues 
without any efcort, about a month ago. Thcfe we know to be 
the gentlemen already mentioned to have, touched at Yambo, and 
who had the charge of the packet which Captain Dibdiri brought - 
from Madras* We could not but cwigratulate ourfelves on be- 
ing carried by this rOad inftead of that by Tor, which would 
infallibly have been the furthefl: port that our boat could have 
reached in the Red-^Sea, at this feafon* Our fituation appears to 
us in every refpeft more, eligible than theirs. The country be- 
tween Tor and Suez is efteemed the moft uncivilized in all Ara- 
bia. There is no regular caravan, and we cannot but tremble 
for the fecurity of thefe adventurers. Their appearance indeed ia 
a powerful circumftailce in tiieir favor i and it might be better 
fiw us, if we were as bare of baggage and money as they are it- 
ported to be. . 

The ihaik informs us, that another camel and fome afTes have 
been taken by the Buddoos, which occafioned his fending an ex- 
prefe laft night to meet the caravan^ and warn it of the danger. 
The alarm which thefe robbers have fpread through the country, 
has certainly been the caufe of its extraordinary delay, which is 
fo grievous to the inhabitants of Cofire, that the Turkifh com- 
mandant juft now told us, he has difpatched a camel to Ghiut 
nah, to requeft that an additional guard may be fent affcer the 
caravan, to conduft it hither. A fcarcity of every article of life 
has been felt here for fome time, and famine itfelf can only be 
^varded off for a few days longer. 

There is a trait in the chara6ler of the Arabs, which is very 
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diigufting ; but no more peculiar to them than to MufTulmen in 
general. They are fo dirty in their linen, that though they 
take great pains to adorn themfelves in gay apparel, this habitual 
uncleanlinefs cannot be concealed. Their fliirt is of the coarfcft 
linen, and much refembles the Englifh ihift. Their drawers 
are looie, and ufuallj of iilk, and their under garment of dyed 
linen, except on particular occafions, when it is exchanged for 
a more coftly one of filk. Over this they throw a cloak of broad- 
cloth, which is edged with fattin or fur. They wear flippers on 
their feet, and turbans on their heads, of much lefs magnitude 
than the other followers of Mahomet. The drefs of the women* 
varies little from that of the men. Their fliirt and drawers are 
the fame, but their whde habit confifts of a loofe gown, which 
is gathered up and faftened at the breaft. They take the greatefl: 
pride in their hair, which falls down their necks in numerous 
plaits. But this is concealed when th^ go abroad by a part of 
their vails, with as much care as their faces. The vail is di* 
vided into two pieces, and joins by a clafp on the forehead, 
which is either of gold or of precious ftones : {o that the fore- 
head and eyes are entirely expofed to public view. The com- 
plexions of the females are much fairer than thofe of the men, 
which muft be attributed to. the care which is taken to preferve 
them from the fun. In this particular they feem to be a diftin6t: 
fpecies from their fwarthy mates ; and are really to m refped to 
the neatnefs of their drefs, and the liberality of their principles. 
This encomium is but due to their merit, and falls fliort of the 
afliflance which we experienced from them in the hour of oiu: 
greatefl diitrefs^ 
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WEDNESDAY, 23d July. 



We were agreeably ftruck this morning with the appearance 
of three camels, which were haftening to the town. They 
brought the news of the caravan's approach. It left the river 
in three divifions, and travels by eafy ftages towards Cofire. The 
firft divifion fell in with the wild Arabs who were lately in this 
quarter, and was attacked by theni, and plundered of forty ca- 
mels loaded with merchandize. It happened to be the fmalleff', 
and unprovided with a proper guard. The two larger divifions 
will not be here before to-morrow, and are faid to confdl of one 
thoufand or twelve hundred camels. But the danger we learn is 
now over, as thefe banditti are gone towards Suez, which is the 
road to their own country. This is the intelligence which we 
received from the Turk at break faft, and it was confirmed by the 
Ihaik, when he came to wiih us joy of our fpecdy departure. 

By thefe camels there is little come befides wheat, and we 
are ftill diftreffed for good water. We have been obliged to drink 
the water of this place for thefe two days pafl: ; it is very 
brackifti and unpalatable : but we take the precaution to boil it 
for our ufe 5 and this has probably prevented its dilagreeing 
with us. 

One of the plagues of Egj^pt feems to be renewed to*day, to 
our extreme annoyance and regret. We had been quite free from 
the infe£>s which are continually engendered in hot climates^ 
when a warm fouthcrly wind has brought fuch a fwarm of flies 
along with it, as to prevent the poifibility of obtaining our 
cuftomary nap after dinner- The whole houfe is filled with 
them, and not a moment's fatisfaclion is to be found wit hi a 
doors. This is the firft time that the wind has been in the 
foutherly quarter fince our arrival at Cofire ; and confequently 
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is the firft fair wind that we ihould have met with, had our boat 
purfued her voyage to Suez. The gulph of Suez is fo narrow, 
:that the wind muft be very favorable to carry up a boat ib badly 
fitted out as ours j and all attempts on our part to beat up the 
channel, muft have proved fruitlefs. Though the charge of 
duplicity againft tlie vizier and the nokidah of Yambo, remains 
unrefuted, this prevalence of contrary winds is no impeachment 
of their experience of this fea. The weather is confiderably 
changed by the alteration of the wind ; and had we a thermome- 
ter to announce it, I am convinced that it is hotter by many de- 
grees, than it was yefterday. We are the more incommoded by 
the heat, as our houfe has not a window towards the iea. 

THURSDAY, 24th July. 

The (halk this morning propofed to us a icheme of getting 
^xpeditioufly to the Nile, though he could not but take notice of 
the heavy charges that would attend iU We had been rq)eat- 
ing our complaints ^f the delay of the mam liody of the cara- 
van, and of the detriment which our ftay here, would be of to 
our affairs. This was a fine opening for him to benefit by our 
tieceflity, which he judged ^as too preffing, to admit of hefita- 
tion in point of expencc He offered to procure us as many ca- 
mels, as would tranfport us and our baggage, from thofe which 
arrived yefterday. For thefe, however, we were to pay double the 
price of camel-hire te GWnnah, on account of the fcarcity of 
thefe animals at prefent. To this meafure we would readily have 
fubfcribcd, had not the price he demanded, exceeded trebly what 
it ought to have done from his own calculation. When he 
even reduced it, at our remonftrance, to eight dollars per camel, 
we were ftill at a lofs how to aft. We found that we could not 
manage without eighteen camels, for the accommodation of our- 

felves. 



khu^ the lliaik, and an efcort of ten foiaieitt, wfiTdk fie thinks is; 

the fmalleft we can have, and for whofe attendance we muft pay 
fixty dollars.. As it is impoffible for us to afcertain the charges 
that we (hall incur on the way to Cairo j as the impofitions that 
we may meet with* on the Nile may equals if not exceed thofe 
which we have already experienced, it was but prudent to have 
an eye to our purfes, which may be exhaufted before we find a 
friend to replenilh them. But our deliberations on this head,, 
were put an end to by the advice of the other principal people of 
the town, who came upon us at this critical moment. They re- 
prefented to us the danger that we fliould run, in travelling with 
fo fmall a body ; that the caravan*s delay was certainly occafioned: 
ty alarms on the road; and that„ at all events, it was better for 
us to wait for intelligence from the caravan, before we attempted 
to proceed. Nay, they even went fo £ar as to reprobate the con- 
du6t of the. fhaik, which, in this relpeft, favored of temerity, 
and an inattention to our interefts. Though we gave not an. 
entire credit to the infmuations of thefe people, whofe jealoufy of 
the fhaik'S good fortune was palpable enough, we had heard too 
much not to be guided by reafon, which pointed out to us the 
fafeil path to purfue. Rejoiced as they would have been, to have 
Qnjoyed the opportunities which the old jnan had to pillage us< 
daily, their malice confirmed our refolution, which began to 
waver,, of waiting for the caravan .. 

To our great relief, Ibme affes which we fent to the moun- 
tains, are returned, this morning, with fix (kins of water. This 
we may drink without fear, as its quality is good; but it is ra- 
ther more unpalatable than that we have been ufing of late. 
The tafte is oily, from tlie fkins having been newly foaked in 
that difguilful liquid, to prevent their leaking. We have the 
agreeable profpeft before us, of being furni(hed with this be-^ 
vecage during our journey through the defart;; as the Arabs, 

whofe 
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whofe bufinefs it is ta keep the ikins in order, are too lazy to at* 
tend to the cleanlincfs of the infide of them« 

FRIDAY, 25th July. 

This morning the (haik brought the matter of the Tor veffel to 
pay us a wfit. It feems, that he went in company with the Eu- 
ropean gentlemen from Tor to Cairo, where he carried his own 
coffee for fale. We have the pleafure to be eafed of our fears on 
their account, by this intelligence of their fafe arrival at that ca- 
pital. It is rather extraordinary, that we fliould have remained 
fo long ignorant of thefe circumftances, and that the adventures 
of our countrymen fhould have been related to us by halves. But 
this has been more the effeft of accident than defign* The Arabs 
give us credit for the fang-froid which is the principal ingredi* 
ent in the compofition of their own minds \ and were carelefs of 
the communication of an incident of fuch little importance to us, 
as the fafety of thefe ftrangers. Great events are fometimes ex- 
hibited to mark the character of an individual ; while a trait like 
this will fuffice to fix that of a nation ! 

From the matter of the veffel we enquired feveral particulars 
of a journey, fo new to our experience, and fo fimilar, in our idea, 
to the one which we were about to undertake. But little could be 
gathered from a man, whofe imagination was wholly engroffed 
by felf-interett, that could contribute to out inttruflion or amufe- 
ment. The road, he tells us, lies through a continued defart, on 
which they travelled for fifteen days ; and, to their agreeable fur- 
prize, they met not with any interruption or alarm. In the courfe 
of the converfation we learnt, that this man's veffel is the proper- 
ty of the fhaik's brother, who is a merchant of Cairo. This con- 
ne6tion of his may be a bond for the old man's good ufage of us; 
a«, over and above his dependence on the bey, his brother might 

deaily 
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dearly anfwer any complaint which we might prefer on our arri- 
val at Cairo, 

At noon a camel arrived, with intelligence of the caravan's 
long-expefted approach. It had halted during the heat of the 
day in a valley about two leagues diftant, and will be here in the 
evening. The (haik confirmed this news in a vifit in the after- 
noon, and gave us affurances, that we (hould fet out the day af- 
ter to-morrow at furtheft. At fun-fet about 200 camels came 
in, and the reft are expedled during the night. We fent a mcf- 
fage to the (haik, to defire he would provide us with camels, and 
give the neceffary orders concerning our departure. This brought 
him to our houfe again. But the prologue to the fccne was the 
demand of a loan of twenty dollars, which he was in want of to 
purchafe coffee. As he was to accompany us to the Nile, an ad- 
venture of this kind would make it the better worth his while, 
and give him fome employment during his abfence. Thefe were 
arguments not to be contefted ; at leaft, we (hould have been wilr 
ling to keep the old fellow in humor, had it been at the expence 
of double the fum in queftion. For as to any difcharge of the 
debt, it was the laft thing we looked for. We had been too long 
acquainted with the genius of the Arabs, to confider fuch a de- 
mand in any other light, than a new fpecies of begging. The 
crafty veteran received the money with many profeflions of gra- 
titude ; and while he promifed to expedite our journey, we ob- 
ferved a fmile of exultation on his countenance, which feemed to 
portend us no good. 

SATURDAY, 26th July. 

The moming was ufhered in by a vifit from the (haik, who was 
attended by the principal Arabs of the town. We foon difcovered 
the errand they came upon^ which was, agreeably to the national 
maxim, to fee what they could ftrip us of before our departure. 

X Every 
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Every eye appeared enlivened with expeCUtion, an4 4evanrccl m 
idea the contents of our baggage, which was piled up in one cpr- 
per of the room. Whatever might be they: diflenfions ii^ other 
matters, they were evidently i^nanimous on the prefent occafion. 
We were determined to bring them to the point at once, and de- 
manded of the ihaik the fum total we were to pay for getting to 
Ghinnah. This, after fome heiitation and wrangling among 
themfelves, they fixed at 205 dollars. The paper which they de- 
livered to us to explain matters, will evince the knavery and ex- 
tortion of this race : efpecially when it is known, that the ufual 
hire of a camel is but two dollars, and that money bears ten times 
its original value, in a country where fpecie is fo fcarce. The 
tranllatipn is literally as follows : 

To the government of Cofire for its protcftbn Dollars 100 ^ 

To twelve camels from hence to Ghinnah - - - 80 ^ 

To pay for two afkaries or foldiers, to guard you - - lo ^ 

To a prefent to the Ihaik for his company - - i^ v^ 

Dollars 205 

This fum, added to our other expences, will occafion our being 
fufFerers to the amount of 500 dollars fince our arrival here; which 
may alfo be placed to the accoimt of the vizier of Yambo. We 
paid it down, however, on the fpot, and difmifi^d our vifitors, who 
appeared to be well pleafed with the fuccefs of their negotiation*. 

While 

• For the informatbn of travellers, I have here given a table of the coins of 
Egypt, with the value of the European fpecie that are current there. 

The medine, a piece of iron filvered over, about as big as a filver threepence^ 
and worth about three farthings Englifli. 

The ginzerli and mauheboop, two different coins of gold^ worth no medines 
each. 

An imaginary piaftre, valued at 60 medines, 

Zequins of Venice, at 160 medines each, 

Piaftrcs of reals, at 60 medines each^ 

German 



while we were employed in packing up our bagg4ge> and pre- 
paring for our expedition, a man of a good mien, and a creditable 
appearance, entered the room without ceremony, and requefted a 
private audience on bfufinefs of moment to ourfelves* He was of 
the race of the Seids, who pi-etend to be the defcendants of Ma- 
homet, and, as fuch, arc nniverfally refpefted among the follow- 
ers of that fuccefsful impoftor. The generality of thefe Seids 
tread in. the footfteps of their founder, and have as flendcr a title 
as himfelf to the homage which they demand from the deluded 
multitude. But fo prevalent is the blindnefs of man, that the 
Ihadow fhall outweigh the fubftance in his fight ; and thefe hy- 
pocrites, under the garb of a fpecious name, (hall obtain pen- 
fions from Mahometan princes, who were never guilty of reward- 
ing merit or virtue during their reigns. I have myfelf known 
more than one inftance of this kind, while I refided in India ; and 
was once told by a Seid, who came to folicit charity of me, that 
he had reje6i:ed with fcom a purfe of 300 rupees, or 40 1. which ^^ D— ^^ X- 
was offered him by the nabob of Arcot, who was fain to pur- 
chafe his prayers at a larger price ! With fuch a confidence, 
which would lead him into every fccret, and fuch a protection, 
which would fecure him fwm any chaftifement, it is no wonder 
that the man who now viiked us, (hould have become acquainted 
with the intrigues of the Arabs, or that he fliould have hadrefo- 
lution «K>ugh to warn us of them. After alking pardon for my 
digrei&on, to thi« man we will now return. 

When the fervants were difmiffcd, and the door was flnit, the 
Seid prof^fed to us his concern at finding us in that inhofpi- 
tabk region. That he bad heard of our former adventures with 
furprize, and was filled witfi admiration to conceive, how we 
fliould furmount the dangers which now encompafled us. That 

German crowns, at 78 medines each. 

N. B. All foreign coins vary according to tbeir weight, and rometimes from the 
parts of Egypt where they pafs. 
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as our foes were numerous, our condufl could not be too circutn- 
fpe6l ; and that, above all things, we ftiould decline, to the utmoft 
of our power, any propofal to travel in a body diftinft from the 
main caravan : for, as he was convinced there were defigns formed 
againft us, the only chance to fruftrate them, was to keep our 
perfons and baggage with the croud. However bitter and alarm- 
ing this communication was, we could not but pay our hearty 
acknowledgments to the author of it. We confidered him as a 
good Ipirit, who had aflumed this form to aflift in our preferva- 
tion, and we promifed to hold his friendly caution in faithful re- 
membrance. The yard was full of people, who were fewing up our 
trunks in bags, and the fliaik himfelf was fometimes among them 
to give directions. This circumftance obliged the Seid to fhorten 
our conference, who took his leave for fear of obfervation ; but 
not before he had recommended us to the protedlion of his Pro- 
phet, whofe votaries, at the very moment, were plott'mg our de- 
ftrudUon. 

. Scarce had our humane monitor left the room, when the fhaik 
^ame in to excufe himfelf from accompan3ring us. He lamented 
that fome aflfairs of importance required his prefence at Cofire, 
becaufe he fhould be deprived fofoon of our company. But as ta 
our convenience and fafety, they would equally be confultcd by 
his fon, who would attend us on the road. He found no diffi- 
culty in perfuading us of the truth of this conclufion. Our pre- 
fent views were to get, in the beft manner we could, to fome civi- 
lized place, whofe extent would fcreen us from notice, or whofe 
government would fecurc us from further depredations. In the 
immediate temper we were in, the ferviccs of the fon fecmed ta 
promife us full as much fincerity as thofe of the father. 

SUNDAY, 27th July. 

We were employed the whole morning in preparing for our 
departure, which is fixed for four o'clock this afternoon. After 

all 
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all the money we have paid, the principal article of our journey is 
yet to be provided at our expence : and this is water. Ten new 
ikins, that hold from three to four gallons each, were accordingly 
purchafed for the ufe of ourfelves and fervants. And this ftock 
flood us in no contemptible fum, in a country where good water 
is dearer than any other neceffary of life. We fumifhed ourfelves 
with a kind of biflcet to fatisfy the calls of hunger, and added to 
the ftore a mutton-pye of our own making : for cookeiy was a 
knowledge to which we had been indebted more than once, for a 
comfortable meal, fince we left the fnow Adventure. 

Our old hoft is almoft the only reafonable being we have met 
with here. While the reft of his countrymen are racking us to 
the utmoft, he is very well contented with a gratification of fif- 
teen dollars, for the time that we have refided in his houfe, which 
is upwards of a fortnight. We take a pleafure in beftowing on 
this good man the little trifles we leave behind us, fuch as chefts, 
beds, and old linen, in gratitude for his fervices, which were not 
the flighteft to people in our fituation ; impofed upon as we fhould 
have been in every neceflary of life, but for his timely interpofi- 
tion. We were obliged, however, to obferve great fecrecy in this 
donation ; wluch, mean as its intrinfic value may appear, might 
have excited the attention of his fuperiors, and induced the ftiaik 
himfelf to difpute it with him after our departure. 

At four o'clock we put on our Arabian drefles, which we had 
provided for tlie journey. As we have fuflfered the hair to grow 
upon our upper lips for fome months paft, we are each provided 
with a tolerable pair of whifkers ; and as our complexions are by 
this time pretty well tanned by the fun, we hope the more eafily to 
efcape obfervation. But there is a peculiar charafteriftic in the 
individuals of every nation, that will diftinguifh them through the 
difguife of drefs and language. This is exemplified daily amid 
the neighboring ftates of Europe, whofe habits and manners are 
nearly the fame; and cannot fo much excite wonder in our cafe,. 

where. 
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where the whole temperature of our minds and bodies was fo con- 
trary to that of the people, whom wc endeavored to perfonate. 
Our landing on this coaft, it is true, was known, and our pro- 
grefs was every where preceded by the herald of rumor. But nei- 
ther of thefe caufes confpired towards the difcovery of our origin, 
however they might have operated in the feizure of our efFcfts, 
and the detention of our perfons- Every ejt immediately pro- 
nounced us to be aliens to the land, and did not require any 
further fupport of this opinion, than its own penetration. 

The Turkifh commandant had been very fparing of his vifits 
of late, which we had imputed to his fhame of feeing us, after the 
fcenc of extortion he had been concerned in. Though wc gave 
liim credit for a principle which the Arabs are wholly devoid of, 
it appears, that we did him great injuftice in our conclufion. In 
the divifion of the fum demanded of us for the ufe of the govern- 
ment, the Arabs had not only excluded him from a fhare, but had 
kept the whole tranfadlion from his knowledge. This we learnt 
from his own mouth, in a farewell vifit that we now received from 
him. Whether he really was our friend, or was over-reached by 
the fbaik and his adherents, We cannot pretend to determine ; and 
if we thought favorably of this Turk, it arofc front his perfcmal 
civilities towards us, and could not be juftified by the general de- 
portment of his nation towards Chriftians. This Turk, and an 
Arab merchant, were the only people in whofe profeflions we 
trufted ; though it happened, that their good wifhes were all they 
could beftow on us. The merchant was a refident of Judda, and 
was here on a commercial fcheme. He had contrafted an af- 
fe6lion for the Englifti in his native place, and cautioned us fre- 
quently againft the knavery of his countrymen, though he was 
afraid to difclofe his good-will towards us openly. To him we 
cntrufted letters directed to the care of Mr. Horfeley at Mocha, 
advifing our friends in India of our departure to Ghinnah. 

The ihaik's avaricious difpofition feems to equal that of his 
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cauntiymen in gcncrd. He h9S thmwH 0ff^t laft the ma{k of 
diffimulation, w4 a6la in his native charafter. While it an- 
fwered his purpofes, he aff?fte4 the humane patron i and now 
he plays the unfeeh'ng tyrant with as good a grace. Our depar- 
ture is ^deferred until the morning, on account of the caravan's 
not being in readinefs ; and the ftiaik has taken this opportunity 
to infinuate to us, that the camel-drivers are not fatisfied with 
the price we have paid them ! Gracious Heaven ! of what lati- 
tude is the confcience of an Arab, which is not content with 
three times the value of his beads' labor ! for three times are 
we already charged, to what the native pays for the hire of a ca- 
mel. We are bent upon not complying with this further impoli- 
tion, unlefs this man ihould be bafe enough to obfbru^l our depar- 
ture. The old fellow and we parted for the night on bad terms ; 
and he was particularly irritated at our declining to accept of a 
centry to guard our baggage, which was piled up in the yard. This 
was done by the advice of our venerable hoft, who told the (haik, 
that his walls were a fufficient defence for our property. This di- 
verted the.fhaik's attention from us, and he let drop fome words 
fignificant of our reliance on a foolifh dotard, who might not be 
able to protedl our efiefls from the attempts of the town's people. 
We pdd no other regard to this fjpeech, than by fpreading our 
carpets around the baggage, and taking our pofts on the ground, 
ready to defend it againft the defigns of fecret or avowed enemies. 

MONDAY, 28th July. 

«' All's well that ends well," fays the old proverb ; and this, if 
ever, was verified with us. The (haik came early in the morning, 
and looked gloomy. His ordinary falutation was even omitted, 
and convinced us, that his difcontent was great, and not to be re- 
moved, but by a compliance with his humor. When a Mufful- 
man fails in the modes of politenefs, the worft is to be apprehend- 
ed 
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cd from his power, which will carry by force the point which his 
addrefs was unable to accomplifh. All ceremony was now laid 
aflde, and he told us in plain terms, that he mufthave more mo- 
ney. He condefcended, indeed, to place this requifition to the 
account of the people of the town and country, who had been pef- 
tering him for buxies, or pi-efents, from us. That it was our 
misfortune to be confidered by thefe people as men of vaft 
wealth, whofe trunks were filled with gold, precious ftones, and 
rich merchandize, on which it was their cuftom to levy a tax. It 
was in vain that we remonftrated again ft this demand, which was 
as wanton as unjuft. It was in vain that we referred to the 
fhaik's own knowledge of our cffcQ:s and profeflion, neither of 
which fubje6ted us to the taxation impofed upon merchants and 
their goods. It was in vain that we appealed to the government 
of Cofire for its interpofition in this matter, as we had p^d fo 
largely for its prote6lion. The dependants of the fhaik were yet 
to receive their mite, and he declared in a determined tone, that 
he could not pretend to fend us in fafety to the Nile, until he had 
received orders from the bey of Cairo, unlefs we fatisfied the hill- 
people with a donation of twenty-five dollars. Hard as the ex- 
tortion was, we panted too much for a return to our friends and 
country to hefitate long about it ; and the fhaik was content with 
the fum of twenty-three dollars, which we had kept about our 
perfons for the extra expences of the road. And lucky it was for 
us that this money was referved from our baggage, which, in its 
prefent fituation, could not have been opened for a fupply, with- 
out expofing our real treafure, which was not inconfiderable, to 
the eyes of the fhaik. Sufpicion of our concealed money was the 
only ground on which he proceeded in his demands ; but a con- 
viftion of it might have operated more materially to our detri- 
ment. The cloud which had loured in the countenance of the 
ftiaik, was in a moment difpelled, and, with a tone of infinite good- 
humor, he ordered the camels to the door to take up our lug- 
gage. 
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gage. The hopes of our departure were now for the firft time 
certain, and while we gave orders to the fervants in what manner 
to difpofe of the things, our fpirits infenfibly returned to us, and 
chafed all ideas of animofity and complaint. It appeared that 
during our altercation the caravan had left the town, but was to 
halt in a valley at a fmall diftance, to be joined by all ftragglers. 
To avoid the impertinence of the mob that furrounded the houfe, 
the fhaik advifed us to quit the town, and wait for our camels at the 
weft angle of the fort. After a very cordial and moving feparation 
with our good hoft, we reforted to the houfe of the Judda mer- 
chant, and partook of a breakfaft which he had prepared for us. 
Having embraced him, as a friend who had been raifed up to us 
from the tribe of our enemies, we haftened to the appointed fpot. 
Here, as we fat beneath the wall, our other friend, the Turk, ap- 
peared on the ramparts, and bade us adieu ! At this inftant the 
camels came up, and we found that they had only provided us 
with ten inftead of twelve, for the eighty dollars. Nor was the 
fhaik prefent to rectify this wilful miftake. To increafe my 
own hardfhip, my companions happened, as luck would have 
it, to be beforehand with me, and to poffefs themfelves of the two 
only riding camels that were in our train. I was, therefore, fain 
to put up with one of the beafts which carried the baggage ; and 
not finding my feat fo eafy as I could have wiflied, I confoled my- 
fdf with beftowing an hearty malediflion on the fhaik, for this 
parting proof of his kindnefs. Soon after we had moved onwards, 
we were overtaken by the young fhaik and the two guards, who 
were to be our efcort on the road. They brought us the compli- 
ments of the fhaik, who had grace enough left to fhun an inter- 
view, after this lafl fcene of his political farce. The young man 
endeavored to palliate the offence, by affuring me it was a mif- 
take, which fhould be reftified when we joined the caravan. Be- 
fides th^ aforefaid Arabs, our company confifted of Major Alex- 
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ander, Mr. Hammond, and myfelf, my European fervant, two 
flaves belonging to the major, our interpreter Ibrahim, an Arab 
fervant named Abdul Ruflar, whom we had hired at Cofire, and 
an Indian fakeer, whom we perrmtted to ride on a baggage-camel, 
to aflift him on his route to Cairo, where he was bound on a reli- 
gious penance. We had a couple of mufkets, as many blunder- 
buffes, and two pair of piftols among ourfelves, with plenty of 
cartridges which we had prepared. The fhaik's fon and his at- 
tendants were much more completely armed, as were the cameU 
drivers, who followed us on foot. At two o'clock in the after- 
noon we joined the caravan, which we found in a valley two 
hours journey from Cofire. The diftance I computed to be five 
miles, as, by the beft obfervation I could make now and during 
our journey, a camel goes at the rate of two miles and an half 
m hour. Here a fcanty ftreara waters the thirfty foil, and 
about an acre around is covered with date -trees. Under thefe 
we made a delicious repaft, upon the mutton-pye which we had 
brought with us. The water is brackifh in this fpring, and is 
what the inhabitants of Cofire generally ufe. 

In this valley we had a gUmpfe of the friendly Seid, and it 
was the laft we got of him. Some of the camels were in mo- 
tion long before ours, and he palled us on one of tliem. At 
three o'clock, we moved off the ground, and were not a little 
ftartlcd to find that our whole coUeftivc force did not exceed 
forty camels. The caravan had departed, it feems, when the 
Seid went by, and the conviftion of this brought his vain pre- 
cautions to our minds. We could not help expoftulating pretty 
feverely with the young Ihaik on this negleft of his, which 
might fubjed us to rilk. But as he laughed at any idea of dan- 
ger to foch a body as we were, and talked of overtaking the ca- 
ravan before it reached the next ftage, we were under the ne- 
ceffity of becoming quiet, to avoid the appearance of fear, 

which 
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which would hitvc funk us in thdr cftimation. It was our in- 
terdft to conceal^ as much as poffiWe, the real motives of oui^ 
appreheniion^ and to appear to place a confidence in the man, 
who was become our condpftor. Our party was the fourth 
of this little company, and we kept in as compaft a body 
as the road would allow of, to fecure us the better agsdnft the 
effedts of treachery or furprize. We continued our way through 
the valley, which foon became deiart and ftony like the hills 
above it. At fix o'clock we halted to drink coflFee, and to feed 
our cattle. This ftage was three hours, or feven miles and an half. ^ 
At eight o'clock the fignal was given for marching, but juft as we 
had mounted our camels, an alarm was fpread of the approach 
of the wild Arabs. In the confufion which this naturally occa- 
fioned, we immediately difmoimted, and affembling our fervants, 
marched direftly to the quarter where our Arabs had fet up a* 
war-cry, and whence the difcharge of feveral matchlocks hkd 
reached our ears. On the road we met with the young (haik 
and his attendants, who were fceking us out, and ftemed not a: 
little furprized at our alertnefs, and the good countenance We af- 
fumed in this ugly affair. This we uhderflx)od from an expref- 
fion which he dropped in the hearing of our Ibrahim ; which, 
joined to the fudden cefiation of the tumult, convinced us that 
he was at the bottom of it. But whatever he and his affbciates 
intended, the trick failed of any other purpofe, than that of let- 
ting them fee we were ready to repel any infult. They gave, 
fonie trifling reafbn for the buflrle, which they told us was owing 
ta tifc unexpe6i:cd appearance of one of the hill-people,, who had 
threatened to pillage us while at Cofire. As we neither few 
this man, nor" received any fatisfaftory account of the matter, 
we attributed it to a defign to try our mettle, and to make what 
advantage they could of our fears. But we lent a deaf ear to. 
their demands of buxies or prefents, which we mwtificd them ii^ 
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laying, were not due to the timidity that they had betrayed^ 
When all was calm we mounted again, and moved' on; our: 
only light the ftars, which fhone very bright. We continued tOt 
traverfe the fame valley as before, until two ofclock in. the morn- 
ing, when we halted beneath the hills, and; fpread our carpets to 
take fuch repofe, as our timei and the peculiarity of our circum- 
ftances, would admit of. The laft ftage was fix hours, or fifteenj 
miles, and by our reckoning, we arc twenty-fevea miles, from: J. / 
CoCire. ./../^^-^^ 

TUESDAY, 29th July; 

At five o'clock the Arabs rouzed us to get ourfelves ready. 
We were foon mounted, and began our march ; falling, and not: 
Kcovered from yefterday's fatigues.- We were- very folicitous for 
a junction with the caravan, but from, the laft evening's ma- 
noeuvres, and our difappointment at nighty we are by this timer 
afcertained that our feparation had been, intended, and confe- 
quently, that a meeting would be unlikely before our arrival at 
Ghinnah. In this uncomfortable fituation, our only hope refted; 
upon the knowledge which the caravan .had. of our being in the. 
defart, which we flattered ourfelves would deter our condu6tors 
from any open outrage. Befides, we numbered the camels and. 
merchandize of a merchant of Ghinnah among our body, which. 
we confidered as a kind of protection ; though whether we owed; 
this union to accident or defign, we could not determine. This 
merchant, by name Mahomet, travels with us ; and we uiwjp?- 
ftand, that we are to be lodged in his houfe during our (hort 
ftay at Ghinnah. He is the brother of one Ally, who profeffed 
a great regard for us at Cofire ; and who is the caufe, we fuppofe;, 
of the invitation which the merchant has given us. 

The country as we advance, ftiU wears the. fame barren face.. 

Here 
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, Here and there a dwarf date- tree appears, and the trufle-bufh is 

frequent on the road, to the great delight and benefit of the poor 
eamel, who devours it very greedily. Among thefe bulhes we 
found feveral deer, who mufl neceffarily live many days without 
water in the depth of this defart ; except that, like the rein-deer> 
who digs with certainty for provender beneath the fnow, they 
filpply themfelves with water from a fimilar pra6lice. The Arabs 
find fprings in particular (pots, and I doubt not but nature has 
implanted in thefe poor animals the inftinft to fatisfy one of 
her loudeft calls. We.likewife faw numbers of quail, and feve^- 

" ral earths of* an unknown animal ; probably of the hare and 
gerbua, which are common in the defarts of Arabia, but did 
not come within our view. This country would be truly romantic, 
were it covered with verdure. The variety of flopes and declivi-r 
ties with which it is interfperfed, the frequent viftoes which the 
openings between the hills afford, would . prefent the beautiful 
fcenes of nature, were the foil fertilized, . as they do theiublime, 
in their rude and fterile ftatc The mountains contain both ala-r 
bafter and marble, of which many pieces lie fcattered upon the 
road. We made a long and fatiguing march, and at eleven o'clock 
halted in a pafs between the mountains, where the Arabs dig for 
frefh water, and find.it very good. They have nothing indeed to 
do, but to remove the. dirt with which the fpring is choaked up; 
and as the water is drawn before its tranfparency returns, we 
ftrained it- through a cloth to take off the foulnefs. The moun-f 
tains here are fo perpendicular, and approach fo clofe together, 

that at noon there is a.fhade on thefouth fide for travellers to 

repofe under. We had ccntinels on the heights during our flight 
repaft, as this: place has the.charaftcr of being very dangerous. 
The laft ftage was fix hours, or fifteen miles. At one o'clock we /f ^Z. 
moved onwards with a plentiful fupply of water, and went near 
a mile through this pafs^ which winds about like the entrance of 
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an Indian fortrefs ; and where an handful of men jpaight checfc 
the progrefs of a large army, were the country worth difputing 
for. The wind was very hot from the vicinity of the rocky 
mountains, and this day's journey proved very laborious to us, 
who had led a fedentary life for fo many months paft. Oujr 
minds indeed had been fufficiently cxcrcifed, but our limbs were 
enfeebled from eafe and inaftivity. We had no refrefhment, but 
.fomebifcuit and water, during the day, though otxr conduftor, 
who was well mounted, pufhed on frequently before us, and 
had his cup of coffee with his friends, beneath the (hade of 
fome projecting hill, that afforded fuel for a fire. This our 
camels would by no means admit of our doing; and though 
coffee would have been the befl recruit which our fpirits could 
have received, we could only repine in filence at the young 
man's neglect. At five o'clock we halted on a. plain to refrefh ^^ 
ourfelves. This ftage was four hours, or ten miles* J^^ 

At feven o'clock in the evening we mounted again, and for 
the firfl time afcended an eminence by a very eafy approach. We 
quickly regained the level country, and advanced at a fafter rate 
than by day, through the vallies in which we are conflrantly bu- 
riedi The night was as bright as the lafV, and we fhould think 
it a lucky incident were we to lay by in the day, ^and ta travel 
only by night. At two o'clock in the morning the moon rofe, 
which was the fignal for us to halt. And much indeed did we 
fland in need of rcpofe, after a journey of fuch a continuance. 
Befides, we fuffered greatly from the uneafy motion of the ca- 
mels, which nothing but habit could reconcile to a man. For 
my ovm part, I am fo particularly aggrieved by the faddle of the 
camel on which I ride, that the fmall of my back is (hipped of 
its fkin. This arifcs from my ftill being ftunifhed with a bag- 
gage-beafl, notwithftanding the fine promifes of the young fhaik. 
Authors are much miftaken in their particular ideas of this ani- 

lo mal. 



[ i(>7 ] 
«ial. His Wing able to go from i oo to 1 50 miles in the twenty-four 
hours, is a very fable. Perfeverance and hardinefs are the qua* 
li ties which diftinguifh him above all other quadrupeds, and pe« 
culiarly adapt him to the barren countries, where he is found in . 

the moft vigorous ftate. His conamon pace does not exceed / Ij: 
three miles an hour, at which rate he will go fixteen hours out of J^ 

the twenty-four, for a journey of a month and upwards. But put ' /^ /y- 
him beyond his ufual fpeed, and he loon tires. For a day indeed it 1 

may be quickened to five, and even fix miles an hour ; but he 
fhortly grows obftinate, and refufes to proceed at a rate fo dif- 
proportioned to his abilities. He is however very docile, and 
when trained to a caravan, requires .neither a rein to guide,^ nor a 
whip to foiward his motions. To a ftranger nothing can be fo 
ineligible as this mode of travelling; tedious and fatiguing to the 
laft degree, and efpecially in thefe parts, where we could not pro- 
vide ourfelves with litters, to defend us from the fcprching rays 
of the fun. Our courfe yefterday and to-day was generally tp 
the northward of weft, and fometimes weft and by fouth, and due 
weft. The laft ftage was feven hours, or eighteen miles, and by 
our reckoning we aie now feventy miles diftant from Cofire. ^ . ^y 

WEDNESDAY, 30th July. 

At five o'clock this morning we were wakened from our fleep, 
which had been very found> notwithftanding the fufpicious com- 
pany we are in. We got up more affured of the good faith of 
our condu6lor, feeing that no attempts had been made to fuiprize 
us> at a feafon when exbaufted nature had left us at his mercy. 
At a moment of fuch alarm, there was fomething p^irticularly 
aggravating in our fituation. Worn out with the labors we had 
undergone, fleep infenfibly ftole upon the moft determined eye ; 
and the common fatisfaftion of keeping a watch at leaft upon the 
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motions of an enemy, was denied us. Short as our nap was, it 
gave us fpirits to purfue our journey. But this might not long 
have proved the cafe, if we were to obtain but two hours repofe 
out of the twenty-four, in travelling to any confiderable diftance. 

Before we had gone far, my European companions and my- 
felf began to find our bowels greatly afFefted by the water which 
we got yefterday. This, at all times, is an alarming complaint ; 
and nothing but our fuppofed vicinity to Ghimiah, could have 
adminifter-ed confolation to our diftrefs. We entered, after an 
hour'^ march, upon a large plain, fterile and ftony like the qioun- 
tains which we now left behind us. It is a circumftance worthy 
of remark, that we never croffed any confiderable acclivity in 
our paflage through this defart ; though at every point of vie^y, 
the traveller fuppefes he has a laborious height to afcend, and 
that he muft make his way good, by conquering the ftupendous 
precipices which continually prefent themfelves before him. But 
indulgent nature has accommodated the country to the neceflities 
of the native. Throughout the hilly region, which extends it- 
felf from the Red-Sea to the Nile, (he has fcooped out a line of 
vallies for the paflTage of the caravan. Hie foil is a mixture of 
ftone and fand, which, beaten down by the conftant tread of 
the fplay-footed camel for many centuries paft, affords an even 
and firm pavement to the beafts that travel over it. The road is 
wide enough in fome places for an army to pafs in a line ; and 
in others, will not admit above two or three camels abreaft. 

This country muft have experienced a fad rcverfe, were it ever 
fo fruitful as the antients have reprefented it. For the laft fifty 
•miles we have not met with any tree but the hawthorn, or any 
verdure but what the fweet-fcented fhrubs faintly afford the 
fight ; and now that we are within a few leagues of the Nile, 
the profpedl is not mended for the better. At eleven o'clock we 
•halted under a Spreading hawthorn to breakfaft; but had not as 
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yet a glimpfe of the Nile, or any token of our being in the 
neighborhood of fo fine a river. The laft ftagc was fix hours, or 
fifteen miles. Here, to our great aftonifhment, we found that our 
water was expended. This muft have been owing, as much to 
thefts in the night, as to the impudence of the camel-drivers, who^ 
as we go along, draw water from our (kins in defpite of us, 
though depending from the beafls on which we ride. The info- 
ience of this tribe is furprifing. Though their camels are hired 
by us, they pretend to a right of mounting them themfelves, 
when they ai'e weary of walking. Thus, do the poof baggage- 
beads groan, at times, under the additional burden of x man's 
weight- It was as much as I could do to keep my camel-driver 
from getting up behind me ; and my friend, the major, was not 
fo fortunate, whofe driver once efFefled a feat on his camel, in 
defiance of his remonftrances, and threats, to deter him from 
fuch a piece of aflurance. 

At one o'clock, the young fhaik moved forward, to procure 
us a fupply of water from fome fprings which lie out of the road ; 
and we propofed to remain here during the heat of the day. But 
we preferitly difcovered fomething that made us haften our depar- 
ture. There was a certain Arab, whom I have already mentioned 
to have rendered himfelf very difagreeable to us, during our 
abode at Cofire. This fellow had been appointed by the fhaik 
as one of our guard ; and was at this very time under the fh^de 
with us. By his afliduity on the road, he had tried to efBice the 
unfavorable idea we had of him ; and as our friend, he now in- 
finuated to us, that it was b^ter for us not to truft ourfelves at 
Ghinnah, where the inhabitants were profefled rogues, and 
would plunder our efFefts. Nay, he went fo far as to propofe 
to condufl us to Banute ; a town a few hours higher up the 
river, where he could enfure us the beft fcception, and a choice 
of boats to tranfport us to Cairo. This circutoftance was too 
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barefaced not to alarm us, and we determmcd to pufh on, 
through an almoft infupportable heat. But our conduftor was 
abfent, and we were left in the hands of our guard and the ca- 
rael-drirers ; a force which indeed we did not fear, but wooM 
have been glad to be quit of in a folitary and inimical place. 
This rcfolution was confirmed by Abdul Ruflar, our Arabian 
fervant, who was entitled to credit from his paft behavior. He 
advifed us by no means to liften to, or remain with thefe rafcals i 
but to follow the young fhaik, whom they had the confidence t6 
tell us was a foolifli youth, who did not know our intei-efts. Ac- 
cordingly, at two o'clock, we mounted our camels, in fpitc of 
their importunities to wait until the evening, and moved on, in 
the moft fultry day I had cVer felt in the Eaft. We foon re- 
joined the merchant's camels, which had taken fhelter under « 
thom«trese at forae diftance, and were ready to attend us. While 
united with this body, we did not fear going aftray ; and purfoed 
wir courfe, under a full fecurity of being on the road to Ghin- 
nah. We had no water, but what our earthen guglcts contained j 
and this was foon eicpended. It is impoilible to defcribe what 
we fufFered from heat and thirft during this ftage. A mouthful 
or two of dirty water, which one of our guards gave me, made 
me forget for the moment his recent inlblence ; and all our for- 
mer apprehenfions were infenfibly fwallowed up in the moi^ 
painful idea of falling vidlims to thirft. Our tongues a£bually 
1>ecame parched to our palates ; and we were obliged to wet them 
every now and then, with fpirituous liquors, to prevent fufFoca- 
tion from the clouds of dull: which continual whirlwinds threw 
abound us. This expedient was but tranfitory, and ferved in* 
deed to encreafe the rage of thirft. It was our common mif- 
fortune alfo to labor under a violent complaint in our bowck ; 
and to the want of the bad water that occafioned it—a want 
which we had lamented in the mc^ e»neft manner^^-^ur pre- 
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fervation was prdbably owing. I was fo affliiSted myfelf with tUis 
diforder, that I could fcarcely fit my camel tJirough excefs of .pain 
The wind and duft had equally afFedtcd our fight, fo that we wan* 
4ered on in agony and darknefs. There is no doiibt that our 
Arabian companions partook in fome meafure of our fufferings ; 
btrt they were too much accuftomed to the fun, to feel all the 
€fFe<fl« bf his fury ; and we had fome reafon to fufpeft, that their 
ftock of water lafted long after ours had failed us . To crown this 
fcene of diftrefs, we at length overtook the fhaik, who, we learnt, 
had been cUfappointed in replenifhing his fkins, by the appearance 
of wild Arabs about the fprings. This news founded like the 
knell of death in our ears ; not; from the neighborhood of thefc 
robbers^ who were once fo formidable to our fears, but from the 
abftnce of' a fluid, on which we fuppofed our lives to depend* 
Faint and fpiritlefs, therefore, we toiled on until eight o'clock at 
night, when we halted, without having encountered any foe in 
the way. But far different was this halting-place from any other 
we had come to. Without a draught of water to moiften our 
throats, it was imprafticable to force down a morfel of bread ; 
and the pain and weariness under which our bodies labored, were 
too extreme to admit of a momentaiy repofe. Overwhelmed with 
hunger, thirfV, and fatigue, we fat ourfelves upon the ground, 
and revolved our melancholy fituation in filence. Every fkin was 
alternately ranfacked by us for water, and not an article left un- 
tried that was likely to produce the leafl moiflure. My compa^- 
nions and I had unluckily recourfe to raw onions, which were 
among the baggage. But no fooner had we tailed of this potent 
•root, than we repented of our rafhnefs. The effeft was quite 
contrary to our hopes ; and our drought was irritated to the 

higheft degree. This ftage was fix hours, or fifteen miles. 

At nine o'clock the word was given to refume our march. The 
doubtful light of the ftars, and the evils we endured, prevented 
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our feeing clearly what was goiug forward. But our Arab fcr- 
vant foon alarmed us with the intelligence of our having left the 
merchant's camels upon the ground ; and by fome words which 
the drivers had let drop in his bearing, that they had but a bad 
opinion of the fhaik's intentions refpefting us. The fccne was 
now become very critical, and a cataftrophe not very happy, 
appeared likely to enfue. \Ve rode up immediately in a body to 
our fraudulent conductor, and charged him with treachery to- 
wards us. We.inftanced his firft having parted company with 
the caravan, and then with the merchant's camels, which being 
both bound for Ghinnah, plainly indicated his unfriendly defign 
of carrying us to another place. To our great furprize, he ac- 
knowledged tlie charge of deceit towards us in this particular, but 
endeavored to diveft it of any fuiifler motives. That it was his 
father's opinion, as well as his own, that our departure might 
be retarded at fuch a city as Ghinnah^ from the rumor of 
our riches, which would induce the officers of government to vi- 
fit our baggage. That he had it in command from him to leave 
the caravan at the firft ftage, and to carry us by another route, 
without awakening our fufpicions, which he muft confefs his 
countrymen had given too much caufe to be direfled againft 
.them. That the merchant's camels, from which we had juft parted, 
would reach Ghinnah in a few hours ; and that we fliould arrive 
about the fame time at Banute, a village fomewhat liighcr up 
the Nile, where we might embark fecretly, and without moleita- 
tion for Cairo. There was fomething as plaufible in the fub- 
ftance of this defence, as engaging in the delivery of it. That 
coolnefs of temper, and ready eloquence, for which the Orientals 
are fo confpicuous, were fully exerted on this occafion. From 
the former declarations of our guard, and the prefent confeflion 
of the fhaik, we were aflured there was a combination againft us ; 
but whether it had any ill tendency, we could not fo eafily deter- 
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mine* In truth, we were now in the power of our guides, and 
our ddiberations could only terminate in a refolution, to fell our 
lives as dearly as pofllble, ihould they attempt to play us falfe. 

There was but little variety in the fcene during the remainder 
of this ftage. The night was too dark to favor our obfervation 
of the obje£b around us, if our misfortunes had not extinguiihed 
every fpark of curiofity within our breafts. Hour fucceeded hour, 
without a veftige of fertility appearing, to announce a fpecdy pe- 
riod to our troubles ; and we wqre almoft funk into a fit of de- 
fpair, when the iiglit of a camel, bearing two fkins of water» tm^ 
ed us in a moment to the pinnacle of joy ! Colors would be faint 
to exprefs the tranfports of wretches half-dead like us of thirft^ at 
fuch a change ! We owed this fupply to the good-nature of the 

Hiaik, who puihed on before us to the river, to relieve our diftrefs; 
and I muft do him the juftice to own, that no fervice could have 
been more material than what he rendered us on this occafion«. 

. Nor did it pafs unrewarded. It reftored him to our good ffxtSy — -— ' 

and we renewed our promife of an handfome donatioxt on his 
putting lis into a boat. Before I ventured to drink, I hod the 
precaution to wafli my mouth, and to gargie my tlux>at ieverat 
times. I recpmmended the fame method to my companions, and 
I do not believe it was unferviceable^ as. the extreme drynefs of 
our palates would otherwiie have obliged us to fallow a quantity 
that might have proved fatal ta us. But ftilL we drank with great 
eagernefs and pleafure. And it is not to he wondered at, confider- 
ing the goodnefs of the water, and our long abftinence. Wc were 
now within a mile of the Nilci and at three o'clock arrived at a 

. village compofed of tents and huts. We made no difturbance in 
unlading our baggage, and having ftretched our carpets upon the 
ground, betook ourfelves to a fhort, though found, repofe. The • ' 

laft ftage was fix hours, or fifteen miles ; fo that we travelled yef- /^/' ; ^^ 
terdaynalefs than eighteen hours, or forty- five miles; anamaz- ^ ^' [ 
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/ , Ing fh'etch, if our cala|mitou8 fitwition be 'Cohfid«r«|. This 

// M / ' '' ' P^^ °f ^*^^ Nile, by our wcfcooing, lies 115 miles to the weft 

/ r., / ^. .-of Cofire. 
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> 

//f"/^^^^^. We awoke this morning long after the fctn liad rifen, and, upon 

y^ ^/AaA' looking aro»nd us, liad liic pleaftire of fcdng the Nile^ which 
f > now began to be gilded with his early beams. We were near a 

quarter of a mile from the river/ and could only obtain a view of 
the water throir^ different openings in the bank^ Here the bon- 
-deiJs are adonmi in feveral places witb the date ^md othaer fruifr- 
trees ; though the country around wears the feme ;dreary.afpefl: 
as before. Inone of thefe verdant fpots'iies.the village of fiaimte; 
the place we are in, bang lonely and unculdvated/ind coniifting 
of a clufter of cottages, the property of fome camiel-drivKrs. No- 
thing can more evince the magnificence of this celebrated river, 
than its breadth at this diftance from the fea. It .^ipears to our 
eye not miich lefe than a mile wide ; thou^ twitii its; windings, 
it cannot run a courfe of Idls than 700 miles, from its.leaviqg 
Banute, until it difchar^es itfclf into the. Mediterranean. . 

The young fhaik was abfent fbme hours, and bradght us the 
dilagrecable tidings, that no boat could be procured in this neigh- 
borhood. We were now feduced to tixe indiipeniable ncceffity of 
- feeking one at Ghinnah ; and the fliaik left us, to getfrcfli camels 
to carry us to that city. We are again inclined to doubt die er- 
rand on which we came here ; but whatever may have been the 
view of our conduftor and his affociates, a folution of their odd 
conduft cannot be very remote. While our patience is thus ex- 
crcifed in refpeft to our minds, it is not lefs fo in a cafe of equal 
importance to our bodies. Though we have faded, in a manner, 
for three days paft, we arc afraid to fend to Banute for a fupply of 
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rrfeat and fruito IheinhaBkaiits/ wc kaxii,Jtt'e.in^pu<i^ut beggars, 
who would not wilt our beftowing dlnos upon them, fhowld they 
happeii to be apprifed of our ftnall numbct. A pretty fpecimeu, 
indeed, of a place which ha;s been recommended to us by our 
iguajd ! But the hun;thte diftance Iwhich the ihaik keep^, fliews 
plainly his opihiail pf it..: A pair-jof pigeons whwh this plac^ af- 
forded, ferrcd juft to allay the appetites of out company ; and as 
we had no money at hand, the ffiaik lent us a couple of dollars Jp 
pay for them and fome dried dates, which we took with us 1,0 eat 
.upon the road^ • . . . 

A* tiiree o'clock in die afteriUDon we quitted thxB miferable /^ 
village, and fet out for Ghinnah, in tolerable healtli ^t^d (pirits. ^ / /. ^ ^ t^ 
Whether we owe our recovery .to the falubriou5 water of the ^7) 
Nile, or to a ceflBrtion pf fati^c for the lafl: twdvve hours, we 
arofe thi^ morning witjii a perfcft freedom from our late com- 
plaint. Our fapes were now turned to Ae north, and we v^it for 
the moft port of this ftage in the iame dire&iDii. This W35 no 
unpieafitig circumitance, as we theiehy prefented our hacks to 
the fun, which had fo dfeadfiilly annoyed lis yefterday . At four 
we .entered a fandy valley, where we faw an herd of deer. When 
we mounted the hills beyond it, we had a ^ance, for the firft 
time, oi a cultivated country. The Nile appeared about. twx) 
miles to the weftward, washing the £Dat of tbe mountains .1:^ 
which it is ikirted on that ^e. To the eaftward, the: w&ole 
fpace between us was laid out in plahfiatbns of grdb, which 
were watered by inlets from the river. There was as -extraor- 
dinary a contraft in the pro^eQ: before us,, as cquU poffihly^ 
-occur in the wantonnefs of nature. Thefcenc.to dur left, ver- 
dant, and crouded with dumps of ftately trees, wiiich wece: 
bounded by a fine river ; while that to the right was ^barren as 
before, and oiBFeced nothing but fands. and ftony .mountains to 
the eye., 
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Our company was reduced by the abfence of o'ttr guard, w^io 
had got the ftart of us on the road by the fliaik's orders, fo that 
we could not mufter above ten camels, had we been in the way 
of danger. At five o'clock we paffed by the ruins of a large 
village, which our guides tell us has long been abandoned, on 
account of robbers, who were continually plundering the pro- 
perty of the inhabitants. Here we were alfo deferted by the 
fliaik, who gave us notice of his intention to pufti on to the 
city, to prepare an houfe for our reception. He aiTured us, that 
he could anfwer for our fafety on the road, and at Ghinnah, 
where he would introduce us under cover of the night, and pre- 
vioufly provide for our embarkation. Whatever reluftance we 
might have towards this ftep, it was impoffible to fruftrate it, 
and he put his camel on at fuch a trot, as made us lofe iight 0{ 
him prefently. We were even worfe provided with cattle than 
before, and on our endeavoring to mend their pace to keep up 
with the Ihaik, we received remonftrances from the owner againft 
hurrying his camels. This fellow attended us, and was as 
furly a dog as I ever met with in my life. When he found 
that my companions and I paid little regard to his words, he 
had the impudence to make Abdul RufTar, our Arab fervant, 
and the poor Hindoo, alight, and trudge along on foot, under 
pretence that the beads they rode, were overladen. When we 
were apprized of this circumftance, we rated the owner foundly 
for his infolence. But he remaned inflexible, and J know not 
to what a pitch our difference would have arifen, if Abdul Ruf- 
far had not wifely urged us to acquiefce in a thing, which lie 
now pretended was a matter of choice. He had great merit foi' 
his prudent interference, at a time when we were about to for- 
get the reftraint we were under in this Mahometan region. And 
happy would it have been for the Fakeer, if he could have 
yielded to circumftances with equal temper. But his fpirit was 
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fo wounded at the indignity which had been ofFered him, that 
he took the firft opportunity of remounting his camel, unob- 
ferved by the owner. We were at this jun6hire fome hundreds 
of yards ahead, and were not a little furprized to hear the mod 
lamentable outcries in our rear. Thefe proceeded from the un- 
fortunate Fakeer, whom we beheld under the difcipline of the 
Arab's ftick, but urging his beaft forwards, without betraying the 
leaft defign towards quitting his feat. As we approached him, 
his confidence fecmed to redouble, and he began to pour forth 
the vileft abufe on his antagonift in the Moor language. It was 
perhaps conducive to his fafety, that the Arab did not under* 
ftand him, who, at our inftance, not only defifted from the aflault, ' 
but left him in quiet poffeffion of the camel. This fo elevated 
the fpirits of the Hindoo, that giving more credit to his own vo- 
ciferation than to our fupport, he defcanted largely on his own 
courage and rank in life, which he averred was formerly a Sube- 
dar, or commander of Sepoys in the Englifh fervice. As this 
man had hitherto kept a centinel on his lips, we did not regret the 
rude manner in which they had been put off their guard ; as the 
many ftories which now fell from them, ferved, in fome meafure, 
to banifh painful reflexions. But, indeed, the fcene which now 
difclofed itfelf, quickly abforbed our attention. After a fix months 
confinement in a fhip, and in barren countries, it was not with- 
out an exquifite fatisfaftion that I beheld the earth cloathed ag^n 
in green, and adorned with her faireft ornaments of wood and 
water. The captive, who has long pined in a gloomy dungeon, 
could not experience more joyful emotions at the fight of day, 
than animated me on this occafion. I looked about me with fen- 
fations unknown before. I called to my camel-driver to gather 
every bloflfom that the bufhes afforded, which my imagination 
fupplied with fragrance ; and this part of the Nile, which would 
appear contemptible when oppofed to the rudeft banks of the 
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Thames, was to me fraught with numberlcfs beauties. We now, 
for the firfl: time oa our journey, beheld the marks of agricul- 
ture. The people were in fome places tending their cattle, and 
in others following the plough. The river difcovered itfelf at va- 
rioiis breaches in the banks, about two miles to our left 5 and we 
faw wells that were worked by ♦ pacotahs, as in India. Water- 
channels now interfered the road, to fupply the country to the 
right of us, which here began to be cultivated. At thefe channels 
our poor camels halted, and drank with the eagernefs and perfe- 
verance of creatures unaccuftomed to quench the heavkft call of 
nature, which I may fafely pronounce to be thirft. I can truly 
fay, that, during the laft three days, I have not eaten an ounce. 
Meat we had not, and 1 could never get down above a mouthful 
or two of brea4.. My companions were nearly in the fame litua- 
tion i which can only be attributed to our ftomachs having been 
overcharged with the quantities of water, which the heat and duft 
obliged us to fwajlow^ 

. Between the time of our feeing the ruined vSlage and fun-jfet, 
we counted not lefs than a dozen deibl^ted towns, which we wer^ 
given to underiland had been unpeopled on the fame account : 
Ibme large, and the houfes (till ftanding; and others defended by 
walls and towers^ whole remains are ftill refpe^able. Were a 
traveller allowed to indulge a coiijefture on a curfory view of 
things, I fliould rather fu^ft that thefe ruins were of far greater 
antiquity than the modem inhabitants of Egypt imagine; and that 
time, the grand deftroyer of all human fyftems, had depopulated 
thefe parts, and not the dread of the roving Arabs. When the 

♦ A pacotahiis a macbinc-of a very fimple c<Hiftru£lioiT. By the means of a long 
bamboo, fixed acrofe a maft, a fingle man will raife water from the depth of ten or 
twelve feet, b.y walking up and down the bamboo. During this leifure movement, the 
man above encourages himfelf with, a fong» in which he is accompanied by his fellow,, 
vho ftayt below, to diftributc the water as it coaii|KS u^ in the bucket. 
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^ Saracens over-ran Egypt, whole cities muft have yielded to tihc 
deftru6live tide ; and while the bloody conteft fobfiftcd betwefcto 
them arid the Ttirks, the reft were involved in the general wreck 
of this country's grandeur. I particularly remarked the ruins of 
one town, fituikted on two hills to the right of the road, and join- 
ed together by a wall which runs acrofs the valley. The front of 
this town ftill extends itfelf a mile, and its towers- and hum- 
mums, which are of ftone, are many of them in tolerable repair. 
Our guides had, indeed, names for this, as well as ibme of the 
reft of thefe places; but being of Arab derivation, they could 
throw no light on the fubjeft of our enquiry. 

Th6 night was very bright, from the countlefs hoft of ftars 
which are wont to Ihine with unclouded luftre in this ferene he- 
mifphere. A full hour before we reached^ Ghinnahjc we left our 
northern direction, and travelled due weft. The many gardens 
and plantations that we paffed, announced our vicinity to the j^/ , ' . 
city, where we arrived at nine o'clodk* At our entrance we went '\ ^ 
by a large mofque, which was illuminated, and full of people, who t * • r ^ i 
were attending divine fervice. We faw many good houfes and ^ , ^ . \ 
ftreets, before we reached the lodgtrigs that had been provided for ' 
tis. Here we were houfcd at half paft nine, without having met 
with any adventure that conld tend to a difcovery of our perfons. 
The manfion feems large and commodious, and belongs to the 
merchant whofc camels accompanied tts the greateft part of tiie 
way. He welcomed us with great cordiality, and, having feen otir 
baggage carried tip ft^rs, lighted us himfelf to our apartment, 
where fome new bread and frefti dates were ferved up to us. Dur- 
ing our repaft the merchant Mahomet, his brother Ally, and the 
ihaik, attended us, and on their wifhing us a good night, we remind- 
ed them of pur anxiety to be gone. The laft flrage was fix hotirs, or 
fifteen milfes, fo that we have come 130 miles iince we left Cofire, /J . ^ / / ^ 
though the difctft diftatocc tnuft Ml fomtwhit ihort of that 
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number. While wc were going to bed, we were thrown into fomfe 
confufion by Major Alexander miffing his Indian fabre. The bag- 
gage was rummaged for it in vain ; fo that we were obliged to cadi 
up our hofl: to lay the complaint before him. The major now re^ 
membered having left it below ftairs, and, as it could not be 
found, the fufpicions of our hofl: immediately fell upon the fol- 
dier, who had been fo long the obiedl of our averfion* This fol- 
dier he now fallied forth at this late hour to feck; and bidding 
the major to be of good cheer, affured him that the fword ftioulA 
be recovered^, if fl:ill within the precinfts of the city. 

FRIDAY, id August. 

I awoke, at day-break to-day after a veiy found repofe. One^ 
night's reft had perfeftly reftored me to myfelf, if I may ex- 
cept a languor upon my limbs, which fo laborious a journey 
might occafion to a conftitution that is none of the ftrongeft. 
When I had got on my Arabian habit,. I perceived a pair of ftairs 
that led to the top of the houfe.. As I conceived myfelf to be fuf- 
ficiently dilguifed,. I made no fcruple to afcend them, in order to 
take a view of the city. Giiinnah, or Gana, as the antients called 
it, is pleafantly fituated on the eaftem banks of the Nile, in that 
diftri6l which is known by the name of Upper Egypt. By our 
niceft obfervation of its bcaring/rom.Cofire, it lies in the latitude 
26* 4p' N., which brings it confiderably lower down the river than 
we find it, either in. the old or modem maps. Its length, extends 
from eaft to weft,, and its principal ftreets run in a parallel line, 
and afcend by a gentle acclivity from the river to the center 
of the city.. This fituation feems adapted to. the neighbor- 
hood of the Nile, which, in the time of the floods, muft lay th? 
adjacent parts under, water. Its appearance is truly rcnnantic, as 
•very houfe is furrounded with an.inclofure,,and partly concealed 
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from view by the lofty date-trees, that ev^ry here and there 
mingle their tufted heads with the fpiral mofques and fwelling 
domes, as if ambitious to rival their proudeft heights. I was pro- 
ceeding in my obfervations,. when our hoft came up to bid us 
good-morrow, and hearing that I was above, he called to me in 
hafte to defcend, I was rather furprized at this abrupt conv- 
mand; but when he pointed out the offence which his neighbors 
might take at having their women overlooked, I bore with the 
reproof^ though my curiofity had not been awakened from that 
quarter. I waa well acquainted with the jealoufy of the Mahor 
metans in this particular; and therefore did not confider the con- 
du£t of our holt as any way unreafonable. To the great fatif- 
£a6lion of the major,, he produced the fword, which he decided 
had been taken on the thief he mentioned. He demanded, how^ 
ever, eight dollars for the hire of two men, whohad aflifted him 
. in the purfuit of the foldier fome miles from the town. The mor- 
ney was paid to him without hefitation, as the weapon was of var* 
lue to the owner; but our ideas of the juftice which prevails here, 
became very unfavorable, when we underftood that the lofs of 
his plunder was the only punifhment which the knave was likely 
to experience*. 

We feafted this morning at breakfafl on cow -s milk,, to which 
we have been long ftrangers, and on the firft good bread we have 
tailed in Egypt. Indeed, we learn, that this place is plentifully 
fupplied with every neceflary of life,, fituated in a ferene climate, 
and far removed from the turbulence and intrigues of the capital 
we are haftening to. A pifture, pretty in fpeculation, and what 
we flatter ourfelves we fliall find.juft in the praftice.. Thefhaik 
and our hoft joined us at our coffee j and we expefled to have 
heard fomething of the boat ; but their errand was to get fuch 
prefents for the camel-drivers and guard, as are ufual for travel- 
Bars to give. We were content to, be quit of them for a dollar 
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^ach ; though it wetit iitrt a little igainft our incKiialibft to in- 
clude Ae roguilh fddier atoong the number. Scarce haid th^ leifit 
us, when we had a vifit froth the guard themfeives. The offbider 
came without a blufli into t)ur prefence, and had the feffroittery 
to make a jeft of taking the fword, which he pretended he only 
meant to have kept as a pledge, for the prdfent that was due to 
his comrade and himfelf. He added, that they were now come 
for that prefent, which they had fo juftly deferved at our hands, 
by the proteftion they had afforded us on die road. We ^vere in- 
clined enough to have difputed their merits in this cafe, had it not 
been in the power of thefe fellows to publifh our arrival at Ghin- 
nah, and expofe us to the rapacity of the government. Their 
demand, therefore, met with a civiler reception than they expeft- 
cd, and we aflurcd them that it had been already gratified. We 
were now witnels to orie of the molt ftriking Snftances of flie un- 
licenced tempers of the Arabs that ever occurred in hiftory. For 
no fooner was the fpokefman certified of the fliaik's having re- 
ceived his quota, than he caught up his fabre which layby him 
on the carpet, and half-drawing it, told us with a refolute air, that 
if we would difclofe but the fum which the (haik had prefumed to 
take without their knowledge, he would force it from his throat 
witfi the point of his fword. This language from a foldier, of his 
fuperior, did not fuit our notions of military difcipline ; and we 
difpatched Abdul RuflTar to feek for the fliaik, and acquaint 
him therewith. He foon came, and fuch a fcene pafl!ed between 
the prince and fubjeft, as baffles all defcription. An hundred 
times did they catch up their fabres, and challenge feach other to 
inftant conflift, and as often did they revile each other in the bit- 
tercft terms. But our friend had the greateft juftice in his re- 
proaches, as he ftigmatized the foldier with having betrayed his 
truft, in refpeft to the major's fword. This breach of truft feem- 
cd to both of thefe warriors the printipal crime in the robbery ; 
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lyvi the) quarrel waxed to fach a pitck, that finding it impoiTible 
tp ibfteii their fory, we looked to our arms^ in order to intimi- 
date the foldier. His comrade had fneaked ofF in the beginning of 
^s difpute, and wifely informed the people of the houfe of what 
vfzs pafling above. This intelligence, together with the noife, 
broiight up the hoft with his family, juft at the nick of time, that 
oi^;. apartment was about to become the icene of bloodshed, in a 
pppulc^s an4 civilissed, city, on the trifling fubjeft of a few dol- 
lars ! T^h^s. company foon accommodated the matter, and the fol- 
djier was difmifled, with a promifc of obtaining his dividend of the 
fum in queftion* 

Our diftafte fo^ th^ people we arc among, was fb heightened 
by th^a^late trajpf^ipn, lliat we now preffed the fliaik, very feri- 
oufly, todifchafge the obligation he was under to embark us in a 
boat for Cairo* We found purlelves at greater liberty^ and un- 
dpr lefa apprehenfion^ wh?n coipmitted to the wide waves in an? 
Arab boat, than now when we are upon Arab ground ; and I 
doubt if there was cH)e among iis, who would not have under- 
takea th^ pilotage of a boat to Cairo, though idie current was the 
onlyg;u^de he could depend upon, in preference tx> ftaying at 
Ghinnah a day longer. The (haik faw our anxiety, and affured 
us folemnly of his intention to keep his word, as foon as a boat 
could be got ready. O^r hoft, and his brother Ally, offered ta 
pledge theinfelves for the (haik's fincerity> and the latter propoied 
himfelf to accompany us to Cairo^ They left us to fit down to a 
meal of wheat, boiled in mutton-broth, which had been delayed 
by the ftrange bufinefe of tiie day.. 

SATURDAY, 2d August. 

We are doomed to be the fport of fortune, to achieve ailven- 
tureSi which we never afpircd to, and to find our fituation more 
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dangerous than ever, at the moment that we are fooliflily expeft- 
ing the period of our troubles. Though the night was clofe, and 
I had not refted weU, from the duft which incommoded the terrace 
we fleep upon, I was up, according to cuftom, at day-break, and 
in going down ftairs to the back-yard, in order to wafh me, was 
met by a fervant of the houfe, who took me by the arm, and, with 
a lignificant gefture, hurried me up again in apparent agitation. 
When he could make a fhift to explain himfelf, by the means of 
Ibrahim, we underftood, to our great concern, that the vizier of 
the city was in the houfe, and locked up in clofe conference with 
our hoft. This early vifit had a very unpromiling appearance, 
and as we had remained within doors fince our arrival, we attri- 
buted this difcoyery of us, to fome treachery in thofe who were 
in the fecret. My companions potted themfelves on the ftair- 
head, to learn, if poffible, what was going forward, and I was 
ruminating in an inner apartment on the confequences of Arab 
duplicity, when they came running to me, with an account of 
the ftreet-door being befieged by a body of horfe. Our hoft him- 
felf followed them into the room, and, with the utmoft ftiew of 
terror, defired us to load our fire-arms quickly, and affift him to 
defend the houfe, which he cxpefted would be aflaulted every mo- 
ment. It was fome time before we could get him to interpret the 
meaning of this alarm. We were not a little furprized at laft to 
learn, that the horfe at the door belonged to the fhaik of Banute, 
and were ferit with injunftions to carry us before their matter, 
who had been apprized of our having paffed his refidence, with- 
out paying him the ufual compliment. As improbable as this 
ftory appeared, what impofition was there which could not have 
been praftifed with fiiccefs on people, who were utter ftrangers 
to the cuttoms and language of the countiy? We were well in- 
formed of the independence of the Arab ihaiks, and their pro- 
pcnfity to extort money from travellers ; and though the fending 
9 an 
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tn armed force into a commercial town was incomprehenfible to 
us, yet we did not know but it might enter inta the lyftem of their 
politics, where one party was fuperior to another. In order, wc 
fuppofe, to tei'rify us into their meafufes, our hoft told us, thaf 
there was no regular government at prefent in Ghinnah ; that 
every man was the proteftor of his own houfc, which he would 
defend, on our account, againft all invaders. From one of our 
windows, which in this country more refembles a pigeon-hole 
than any thing elfe, we beheld a number of horfemen, who pa- 
raded the ftreet, but did not betray any intentions to proceed to 
violence. On our obferving this matter to our hoft, he pretended 
that it difcovered an inclination to treat with us ; and immediately 
went down to the gate, to make, as he faid, the beft terms for us 
in his power. Thus were we, on a fudden, fhut up in a belea- 
guered place, and either on the point of being put to the fword, or 
being obliged to deliver ourfelves up prifoners of war. The caftle* 
was bcfieged in form, and the treacherous governor about to fore- 
go his truft. We remained, during this interval, under arms in 
our apartment, and had centinels pofted on the ftairs, to apprize 
us of any danger. After this farce— for a farce it was, though of 
a very ferious nature to us— had been kept up for two hours and 
upwards, our hoft at length came up. He told us, that he had fo 
far fucceeded, as to get us excufed from our vilit to Banute, for a 
pecuniary confideration, and that the fum of 150 dollars would 
free us from thefe troublefome guefts. From the vizier's vifit, and 
theftrange conduct of the hoft, we fufpeded there was a coUufion 
between them and the cavalry at the door, and that we had already 
fallen within the gripe of the government of Ghinnah. Under 
this perfuafion we fubmitted with a good grace, to what we judged 
was unavoidable. We paid down fifty dollars in advance, though 
we. loudly protefted againft the impofition, which we declared 
would leav? us almoft deftituLe of money* To moderate our vexa- 
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tion« and to revive ii» pkafing ideas of our (tqiarcurc/ oar hoft 
very artfully fliifted the fubje£t« and reminded us of putting him 
10 ca(h for the boat» which the flmk and his brother were gone 
in purfuit of. His demand was forty dollars, which we readi^ 
iy depofited in his hands, on his £blemn declaration, that he re^ 
qeived them for the hire of a boat, which (houtd be ready for 
our recq;Kion at night. 

In a (hort time after our hoft had left us, he returned to advife 
us of the vizier's approach, who followed him into our apart- 
i^ent, attended by a number of officers of ftate* They came, as 
thiey informed us, to enquire into our bu^nefs, and our reafons 
for travelling through thfir country. Tho' they had taken us ra- 
ther ui^wares, we put the beft face we could upon the matter, and 
declared ouriidves travellers, whom ill-fortune, and not our own 
inclinations^ had led among them. On their demanding our pafs,. 
wc produced the one from the vizier of Yambo ; and we thought 
it fortunate that we could fhew them letters from Captain Bacon, 
and the fupercargoes of the fhow Adventure, to Ibrahim Beg, the 
bey of Cairo, to convince them that our journey was not a fecrct 
to the bey. The vizier put the pafs into his pocket, and we re- 
marked, that he eyed the letter to the bey with great attention, 
and whifpered with apparent earneftnefs to fome of his followers 
before he returned it to us. We gathered the moft flattering pre- 
fagesiroBi this incident ; and as he had preferved the utmoft po- 
liteneft and moderation in this interview, we faw the vizier and 
his train depart, in the fuUeft confidence of having found pro- 
te^on in our letters, ag^ft the government, which were fo well 
inctincd to have perfecuted us. 

When thefe people were gone, we partook of a repaft which the 

family had provided for us. It was iimple, but well-dreft, and 

confifted of meat and vegetables, botk dewed and roafted. We 

had not f^ea the young (haik all day,^ and were uneaiy at his ab- 
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fence. When he nuide his appesu-aace^ he offmed w Uiat he had 
been employed in our ferviee fince we faw him laft^ and that he 
only wanted the money^ (6 fecure the boat vfhkk he had ei>gaged 
for tts. But tills informadon (eemod chiefly to be ft prelade to 
his own demands^ and we difconrered that he was come, like the 
reft of his countrymen^ for a prefent. Though we had prcnniied 
him a gratuity conditionally^ yet as we placed t<K> much reliance 
on the oath of ah Arab, we hoped to bifid him more ftroi\gly to us^ 
by an a& diat favored of con6dence, as w^ as of bounty. We 
therefore prefented him with twenty dollars i and Mr. Hammond 
gave him a (haul to which he had taken a liking. He appeared 
{o much ftrock with this genero(ity» that he fvrare by his Pro* 
phet^ he would not leave the houfe until a boat was provided fci; 
ns. We then fent for our hoft, with whom we had entrufted the 
boat-hire; but und^ilood £rom him» that he had juft pdd it 
away with the reft of the money to the Banute cavalry, who^ on 
this prompt payment, had relinquifhed their firft demand. Thd* 
this ftory was rather ftrange, it carried not a fufpicious air on the 
face of it. We faved fixty dc^lars by the manoeuvre, and readily 
prof&red to advance the boat-hire anew. A reys, or nokidah, ac-r 
companied the hoft, who, after fome altercation, agreed to let us 
have a large, commodious boat, to carry us to Cairo, for fifty-five 
dollars. As the price was confiderably increafed, we affe6ted to 
run ihort of cafli, in hopes to imprefe them with a notion of our 
being too poor to be worth detaining. Accordingly we produced 
feveral Indian coins, both of gold and filver, which we defired 
might be weighed, to make up the fum. Though we kt them un- 
derftand that thefe were pocket-peices, which we had prcferved 
through curiofity, I fear this expedient was the means of awak- 
ening the avarice of thefe robbers, and teaching them to expe^ a 
hoard of this treafure. On receiving the amount, with five dol- 
lars befides, to provide bread and two or three iheep for the 
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vdyage, the fhaik^ our hoft, and the nokidah, fwore in conjunct 
tion to the immediate performance of the treaty. But they think, 
as the poet fays of lovers, that ** Jove laughs at Arab peijuries/' 
and they can fwallow the moft facred oaths, without the finallcft 
intention to keep them^. And this we found more ftrongly veri-p 
fied than ever. 

On the faith of their promifes we had packed up our baggage^ 
and difpofed ourfelves for our removal. Nine o'clock was the ap-^ 
pointed hour, and we waited for it with all the impatience of a 
bridegroom, who looks forward to the moment which is to 
crown his fondeft wifhes. But our watches announced die hour, 
and no Arabs appeared. We, however, accounted eafily for the 
delay ; efpecially as the natives muft find it difficult to afcertain 
time, in a country where clocks and watches are unknown. Ten 
o'clock came, and brought no intelligence of them. Our fufpcnce 
now began to be cruel ; and we fent Abdul Ruflar dowii ftairs, 
to enquire what was become of the hoft and his companions. He 
returned without having obtained any other tidings, than their 
being ftill abrdad. It is impoffible to give the reader an idea of 
our lituation during this interval. We were aflembled on a ter- 
race that was open to the air, and had no other light than what 
the ftars afforded us. The worft interpretation was put upon 
their abfence, by fome of our company. Ibrahim began to de- 
fpalr; and Abdul RufTar hhnfelf could not account for the €on- 
duft of his countrymen. Tired out with fruitlefe expeftation, 
we ftretched ourfelves upon our carpets, and endeavored to com- 
pofe ourfelves to reft. In the midfl of our difordered (lumbers, 
we were fuddenly alarmed, about midnight, by a noife at the out- 
ward gate of the houfe. We heard the door open, and the found 
of a man's feet haftily afcend the ftairs. Hope hung upon his 
fteps i and when we beheld our hoft enter with a light in his hand, 
we called out, as if writh one voice, that we were ready to attend 
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him. . Judge ye, who have ever experienced the fallacy of appear- 
ances in matters neareft to the hcait — -judge of our emotions^^ 
when we found, that, inftead of a boat being in readinefs to carry 
us away, the vizier and his train were below ! The late hour, 
our recent difappointment, and the furprize which this news 
threw us into, operated together to render us very unfit to re- 
'ceive thefe unwelcome vifitants. But we had not even time to 
enquire into the meaning of this intrufion, when the vizier en- 
tered. He was accompanied by all the officers who were with 
him in the morning ; but his retinue was now enlarged by a 
number of foldiers, each of whom bore a torch in his hand. They 
feated themfelves, without waiting to be alkcd^ on the carpets 
which we had rifen from ; and calling for our interpreter, the 
vizier defired him to tell us, that he was come to levy a duty on 
the goods and jewels that we had with us : that he and the council 
of ftate had formed a refolution to demand no more than 4,000 
dollars ; and if we refufed to pay fo moderate a fum, they muft 
fend us to their mafter, the Shaik-Ul- Arab, who was then on the 
frontiers of his dominions, to anfwer for our refufal. The exor- 
bitancy of the demand made us treat it in a light manner ; and as 
to our taking another journey upon camels, we decided it wis 
better to die here, than to fall a facrifice to the fatigues of the Ara- 
bian method of travelling. We told them our baggage lay ready 
for their infpeftion, and they might foon fatisfy themfelves of 
our poverty. Whether this confident behavior imprefled them 
wiUi an idea of our fincerity, or that their defigns were not ripe 
for execution, we cannot pronounce; but the vizier declined the 
fearch. He however politely infinuated, that a fliaul or two would 
be Very acceptable to him. I had two fine ones beloi^ng to my 
Turkifh drefs, which had ftood me in 100 dollars* Thefe I pro- 
duced without hefitation, tho* I declared truly they were all I had, 
when I prefented them to the vizier. On receiving them, the mi- 
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niftcr begged us to be cafy, as he now confidere4 us to be under 
his protection, and would give us a pals in the morning fox our 
iafety down the river^ Wh^ he had taken his leave, we re- 
proached our hoft for the failure of his word- But he (hifted the 
blame from himielf to the vizier, who, he afTured us, had put a 
ilop to our voyage for this night. He repeated his former affer- 
dons, that the boat was^ ready for our reception. In (hort, he 
drew fo flattering a picture of the vizier's good intentions towards 
us, and exprelTed fuch a zeal for our fervice, that he obtained his 
ends of getting a (haul himfelf from Major Alexander^ and of 
hailing us once more into a tranfient fecurity. 

S U N D A Y, 3d August- 

The morning came, only to furni(h us with frefh inftances of 
the perfidy of thefe people. Inftead of the vizier's pa(s, or any 
figns of our departure, wc wwe left to our own reflexions, an4 
we &w nothing of the young (haik^ of our hoA, or of his brother. 
Nay, to fuch a pitch was their negle£fc <:anied, that at noon we 
ibund there was no dinner provided f;>r us in the houfe. In this 
^embarraflment we f^it out Abdul Ruflar to purchaie us fome pror 
Vifion ; and as we underflxx)d the city abounded with Chriftiaa 
merclmnts, we dire£bd him to apply to them for their opinion of 
our detention, and for their advice and afliflance on this alarms- 
ing occaflon. Too flxift a watch was kept upon the motions of 
Ibrahim, to admit of his negotiating fuch a matter for us. It was 
rarely that he was fuffered to ftir out of doors, under pretence that 
the people of Banute were once more in iearch of us, to tax us in 
another prefent ; and when this liberty was allowed him, he was 
attended by the hoft, or fome of the family. We were yet in the 
dark, therefore, in refpe^Sk to the form and nature of the govern- 
ment under whole octortions we groaned. But we gave the ab* 
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feflt prixiee, whoew he miglit be, ^ cJtiWk fw a joiwf Ip^ fliarw 
ip oui: ftiffcrmgs. 

In about an hotii^s ttme our faith^ol domdtid jrettinietl, witb 
a couple of fowls and fomc greens, whkh hi iittmetfiately fet 
4bout to drefsr for ur. But, to dur grefat cortex rn, he bad met \*klt 
ho fuccefs in the more materia! part cf his errand. Nor jfiimittanctf 
had been given him at the Chriftian houfe*, beteatffe kwu tii» 
hour of dinner; an hour facred to privacy among thtf Orwital 
nations. While We were waiting for our humble repaft, we were 
hot a little fufprized at the fight of the'i42:ier, who csame to pa;^ 
us a yifit, attended only by his fervaurt^, who remained^betow. It 
was about two o^clock, and long paft his time of dining. Never- 
thelefs, on our viftuals appearmg, he fet down to^ a fmgle diib 
with us, and partook with much feeming fatisfafti^i of the fare 
which was put before him* He called for fpirits, which he jocofe* 
ly faid the Chriftians were the inof! choice in, and drank feveral 
cofFee-rtipsr of rum, both during and after our meal^ The vizier's 
name is Mahmoud. He is a young man of about thirty years of 
age, tall and well made, of a pleading aipeft and infinuating ad- 
dre6, lively and entertaining in his difcourfe, and void of the re«* 
fbrve which marks thegeneridity (^ his nation. It appeared to us 
that he was come invog^ with an intent to unbend himfelf witb 
the novelty of European company, and with the charms of a li- 
quor which is forbidden by his law. But ftrong as theie motives 
might be, we had quickly czaSt to be convinced,, that there was 
another more prevalent in his bc^om, which induced hkn to ho* 
hor us with this vifit. He began his attack in complimenting the 
knowledge and fagacity of our countrymen, and in paffing the 
higheft encomiums on the manufeftures of our country. He 
dwelt in particular on the beauty of the fire-arms, and, by an 
eafy tranfition, exprcffed a defire to poflefs a pair of JBngiifti pif- 
toh. I had one pair left, very handfomely mounted with^ filver^ 
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which I immediately prefented him witfi* Thefcf had been feen by 
our treacherous hoft the preceding morning, when we had taken 
up arms to defend the houfe, and as I perceived that the vizier had 
got an item of them, I parted with them in the beft manner t 
could. Not fatisfied with this compliance, he now caft his eye on 
the major's fword. But its mafter had too great a value for an old 
and trufty fervant, to ^vc it up fo eafily* He had already redeem- 
ed it from the hands of a robber, and, perhaps, on that account, 
prized it more than ever. But the vizier's inclination for the 
fword feemed to increafe, in proportion to the reluctance of the 
owner to refign it. In fuch a fituation as ours, I could not fee 
the ufe of with-holding any article from a man, who, by his rank 
and authority, might apparently difpofe of us as he pleafed. In 
my experience of thefe people, I had never found the good of 
refijftance, in cafes of this nature ; and cannot take ^uiy fhame upon 
myfelf for advifing conciliating and pacific meafures, in a country 
where a fuccefsful oppofition would prove fatal to us. We had 
arms to defend ourfelves, and I believe Ikill to have repelled fupe- 
rior numbers ,• but it muft be allowed, that we ihould dearly have 

abided a recourfe to them. Under this conviftion, I endeavored 

* 'I 

to Ibften the vizier's difappointment, by tendering him a creefe, 
or dagger, in lieu of the fword he wanted. Its handle was agate, 
ftudded with fmatl rubies and emeralds ; and as it belonged to 
my Turkifti drefs, was a very proper prefent to an Arab. This 
creefe, with the piftols, coft me feventy dollars at leaft; but the 
fooner we are diverted of pur valuables, the nearer will be the 
hour of our departure. The meaning of this interview was too 
obvious to efcape our notice ; and we fliould have been content 
to have purchafed this minifter's friendfhip at the price of our 
baggage. Though every requeft he made could only be con* 
ftrued into a demand, he never exceeded the bounds of good-breed- 
ing in tliis piratical vifit ; and it muft be acknowledged, that there 

never 



C 193 1 

never exifted a more polite robber than the vizier of Ghinnah. He 
had the art to fhift the difcourfe to fomething flattering or amuf- 
ing to us, whenever we attempted to touch on the fubjeft of our 
departure ; and notwithftanding we perceived his drift, he had 
the addrefs to evade the queftion, and to lead us from the point 
we had always in view. In (hort, he laughed with us,, rallied 
vnth us, and drank with us; and, as a particular compliment, obli- 
ged us in our turns to fmoke of his pipe. He lengthened his vi- 
fit until eight o'clock in the evening, and, during the whole time, 
difplayed all the (kill and education of a profeffed courtier. We 
were abfolutely foiled in our attempts to found this politician's 
mind; and, at the end of the interview, had not obtained the 
leaft infight into the extent of his defigns upon us. When we la- 
mented our confinement in a private houfe, and complained of the 
deceitful conduft of our hoft, he affefted to take a part in our 
troubles. But his language was ambiguous, and left us to con- 
ceive fomething more than it conveyed. At his departure, how- 
ever, he affured us with a fmile, that he intended to renew his vi- 
lit on the morrow 5 but that he (hould infift on ftanding our ca- 
terer, and fending us a dinner more fuitable to our condition. To 
this he added, that he hoped it would be the laft meal we fhould 
eat in Ghinnah. Inconclufive as thefe words were, we, were 
fomewhat affured by them, and thanked the minifter very cordi- 
ally for his good intentions, 

MONDAY, 4th August; 

What with the anxiety of our minds, and the clofenefs of our 
apartment, we pafs our nights in a very uncomfortable manner. 
The weather is very fultry, and the high walls which furround us 
on all fides, feem calculated to prevent a free circulation of air. 
But we had more important cares to engage our attention. From 
the wreck of our fortunes, we were intent to fave a fufficiency to 
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carry us to Europe, (hould it pleafe God to deliver us from this 
rapacious tribe. I had about lool. left in Venetians and guineas, 
which, with a gold watch, and a ruby ring of fome value, I con- 
cealed in an handkerchief about my waift. My European fervant 
contrived alfo to carry about him fome piftures and trinkets kt 
with jewels, of mine, in his fafh and turban. Mr. Hammond 
and the major made ufe of limilar contrivances, to preferve their 
treafure. But the abundant riches of the latter became a grievous 
burden to him. He had lent the fupercargo of the Adventure 
1000 pagodas, or 400I. refpondentia, to be paid at Suez. At our 
departure from Yambo he had received this fum, and what with 
pagodas and rupees that he had befides, he could not at that time 
be in poffeffion of lefs than loooL in fpecie. A large capital, and 
though fomewhat lefTened by our former travels, ftill confiderable 
enough to put him to great difficulties in the difpofal of it. An 
heavy bag of 500 Venetians was fufpended about Ibrahim's waift, 
and afforded us no little trial of the honefty and attachment of this 
Indian. The major's flave-boys were likewife encumbered with 
gold and filver; and a prodigious handfome fword, which he had 
hitherto fecreted in his bed^ was now, for greater fecurity, hidden 
in a hole under the ftair-cafe. The handle and fcabbard were of 
filver, highly wrought, and doubly gilt. This fword was valued 
at looK fterling, and was once the property of an eaftern prince^ 
Thefe meafures were adopted^ from a fufpicion that our trunks 
would undergo a fcrutiny to-day, and that nothing but this cere- 
mony having hitherto been omitted^^ obftrufted our departure. It 
was our original misfortune to be lumbered with too much bag- 
gage, and it had been better that we had committed every thing ta 
the waves at Cofire, than to have brought any packages but papers^ 
with the caravan. Its appearance almoft warranted the exaggera- 
tion of the vulgar J and the approach of theEnglifh travellers, load- 
ed with gold, precious ftones^ and merchandize, was every where 
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publUhed^ As they had no idea of people being led by curiofity 
or accident to vifit their country^ it was very natural for them to 
place our journey to the defire of gain> and to coniider us in the 
ijght oi merchants. InAead of coming here with privacy — as we 
had fooliflily believed on the word of our condudor— it now ap- 
pears^ that we were expe^ed with impatience by the principal in- 
habitants ; and that our perfons and our goods had only been 
transferred from one hand to another. To the bleffing of God 
only can we now attribute the moderation of the fhaik of CofirCt 
and our prefervation on the road hither. Our lives and property 
had been at the difpofal of him and his dependants, and we could 
not bat fhudder to reflect on the company we had travelled with. 
But to be expofed to pillage in a large and populous town, to 
which merchants of different countries refort, is only to be ex- 
plained by the ftrange ideas th^ entertain of our baggage, which 
they will not fearch, though we prefs them to do it, and will not 
feize, though inclined to pofTeis it. Thus kept in a ftruggle be- 
tween avarice and fear, our journey is delayed, our apprehenfions 
awakened, and our lives poffibly endangered, until the confli6t 
fliall be decided in the breafts of thcfe fpoilers ! 

We have feen nothing of the young fhaik fince he received hii 
prefent, nor of our hofl Mahomet, fince he made us the fine pro- 
mifes of a fpeedy departure. Ibrahim watched an opportunity 
this morning to flip out unobferved, and to accompany Abdul 
Ruflar to fbme Chriftian houfes. They were direfted to found thefe 
people, refpefting the proteftion they were inclined to afford us. 
To know whether they could harbor us in their houfes, in cafe 
we efFefted an efcape from our prifbn ; or at leafi: would aflifl in 
procuring us a boat, to accomplifh our flight under cover of the 
night. This negotiation was as fruitlefs as all the others we had 
undertaken. Neither their defires to ferve us, nor the hopes of a 
good reward, were forciWe enough to command the intcrpofition 
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of thefe Chriftians, confident as they were that we labored under 
the perfecution of the government. To fill up the meafure of our 
diftrefs, the very boatmen, whom Ibrahim fpoke to diftantly on 
the fubje6t, pofitively declined to receive us on board without a 
paflport. Once more then muft we give up the flattering prof- 
peft of liberty, and attend with patience the iflue of our misfor- 
tunes • 

It has been remarked by fome philofopher, that in every triat 
to which humanity is put, how numerous foever the illufions of 
hope, there is ftill a fucceffion of caufes to revive this active prin- 
ciple, and to preferve the mind from the influence of defpair. It 
is a pleafure to me to fubfcribe to a fentiment, which holds out 
fo comfortable a truth to mankind, and which afcribcs fo bene- 
volent a property to the divine ordination of events. Various had*^ 
been the turns of our fortune, but never had we loft fight of an 
happy fequeL Even now, when all immediate fuccour is denied- 
us, we look forward to a diftant promife. The Indian Fakeer^ 
whom we had hot feen fince our arrival here, and whofe abfence 
we could only attribute to his having purfued his journey, fol- 
lowed Ibrahim into the houfe, and offered to carry a letter to 
Cairo. He informed us of his^ having been frequently denied ad- 
mittance to us, and urged us to difpatch him- with all poffible 
fpeed, that he might depart unnoticed. The gratitude of this 
poor Indian excited our admiration, and we delayed not a moment 
te take advantage of his unexpe6ted offer. We penned a fliort 
but pathetic letter to Mr. Baldwin at Cairo, acquainting him of 
our alarming fituation, and begging his intereflJ with the bey to 
demand our releafe of this government. We had every reafon to 
believe that our letter from Cofire had not reached Mr. Baldwin, 
but we had a better foundation for the fuccefs of this, as the- 
bearer had evinced himfelf our friend, and was in a chara6fcer 
that would render him unfufpefted. But to enfiire the delivery of 
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it, as much as lay in our power, we prefented the Fakeer with five 
dollars, and on the back of the letter defired Mr. Baldwin would 
pay hirauas much more, as a reward for his fidelity. The Indian 
was very thankful for this kindnefs, and after concealing the let- 
ter in his turban, took leave of us with no little emotion. He 
luckily went out of the houfe unqueftioned by the porter ; and 
we prepared ourfelves to receive the vizier, in a better temper of 
mind than we had been in for fome time paft. 

At two o'clock the minifter came, accompanied only by the 
rafcal Ally. We were glad to find that he was not unmindful 
of his promife ; and indeed he exceeded our expeftations in the 
fumptuous dinner he had provided for us. It confifted of thirty 
covers, wherein various kinds of fifti, flefh, and fowl, were ferved 
up to our table. We had- not feen fo plentiful a meal for many 
a day, 4nd were not backward in doing honor to it. The vizier 
was particularly attentive in recommending the bed difties to us, 
and feemed much»pleafed at the appetite with which we ate. He 
relaxed entirely of his ftate, and when the victuals were removed, 
he and Ally fet in for ferious drinking. It was impoffible for us 
toe^ape a dram or two, which he forced upon us. But he would 
take no excufe from AUy^ who being a Mufliilman like himfelf, 
was called upon to keep him in countenance. The rum was old> 
and confequently potent, and. did not require a great quantity to 
intoxicate thefe boon companions. The vizier's head however 
was much the ftrongeft; and while the liquor only rendered him 
more talkative, its efFefts upon Ally were mifchievous and alarm- 
ing. He a6led a thoufand extravagancies, and at length pulled 
one of the vizier's piftols out of his girdle, and. fired it in the air. 
In this ftate of frenzy the piftol might as weU have been direfted 
at one of our breafts,, and we were very glad, in a few minutes 
after, to fee him fink upon the floor in a fit of ftupefa6lion. This 
afforded matter of great triumph to the minifter, who began to 
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conceive an infinite aj9e£tion for us, talked of carrying us home 
to an houfe more digiUe for our reception^ and in the fiihiefs of 
bis heart, offered us horfes and guards to conduft us through the 
city. He was very defirous to play a game of chels with me, 
when be underilood I was converfant with it^ and we were enter-* 
taining hopes of being benefited in fome fhape or other by this 
paroxyfm o£ kindnefs, when he was fiiddenly overcome by fleep. 
He ftretched himfelf upon tte carpet on whkh he had been fit- 
ting, and all our airy notions of relief vantfbed with his w^ing 
thoughts. 

He had been upwards of an hour in this fituation, when a 
meffenger brought a letter, the delivery of which was too impor- 
tant to be difpenfed with. We therefore ventured to wake the 
minifter, who I believe was afiiamed to be found in fuch a man* 
ner. On perufmg it, he laid the contents concerned us. That 
the ihaik of Banute had fent two boats to purfue us down the 
Nile, under a fuppofition of our having pofhed on for Cairo, and 
that they were now returned to feek us herc» He bade us how- 
ever to rely on his jwoteflion, and to keep oudelves quiet until 
theie people had left the city, when he would difpatch us with 
iafety. He then took his leave, not empty-handed, as during 
the vifit he had wheedled the major out of a (haul, which appears 
to be the chief oh^£t: of his defires. We had gaiiMd no ground 
in this interview ; and held the revival of the Banute ftory, as a 
mere feint to renew our apprefaenfions, and to conceal the real 
motives of our detention. 

T U E S D A Y, 5th August. 

The profpeA begins to grow darker and darker, and our de- 
parture Xeems to be more diftant than even We are utterly neg- 
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lefted by the family, and, in a m^ner, forfaken T>y the worhL 
We had fent Abdul RuiTar to fearch for them in vain, when a- 
bout eleven o'clock he returned with Ally. He was juft rifcn 
from his bed, and the fumes of the liquor were Icarceiy evapora- 
ted fix>m his brain. We were not forry to fee him in a fituation^ 
from which we had a chance of procuring Ibme material inteili- 
gence. But he was a traitor in his cups, and gave the lye to the — 
notion that good liquor will make a rogue honeft. For my owa 
part, I had been fo mortified at the depravity of human natuie, 
which, in the fhape of our landlord and his aflbciates, had not 
only violated the rights of hofpitality, but repeatedly broken the 
moft tremendous oaths which could be taken in the fight of a jufl: 
God, that I was tempted at times to difown my alliance to fuch 
a race. Opprefled by one part of it, and unaffifted by another,, 
•whofe religion fhould have enforced their compaflion towards us^ 
it is not furprizing that we beheld them with an eye of abhor- 
rence and diftnift. We had experienced that there was no fafety 
among them, and t6 the interpofition of the divine Power alone^ 
could we look for our deliverance. But the fimplicity of Ibra- 
him led him to renew a confidence, fo often mifplaced« He gave 
more credit to the word of a MufTulman, and was the laft to fee 
into their falfehood. He took great pdns to worm out of Ally 
the fecret intentions of his brother. Repeatedly did he demand 
what they fought for from us, and as often did he proffer in our 
name to leave our baggage to them, provided they would convey 
us and our papers to a boat. Shame frequently appeared in 
Ally's face during this interrogation ; and it was not without 
the hefitation attached to a guilty confcience, that he acknow- 
ledged they wanted more valuables. On this the major produced 
a filver mug, which he promifed to deliver to the brothers- at the 
river-fide. But Ally would not be fatisfied without a diamond- 
ring, which he had fcen on the major's finger at Cofire. This. 
z was 



[ aoo ] 

was a ring of no ihconfiderable value, and had been imprudently 
expofed by the msyor, at a moment, indeed, when he did not fuf- 
peft the mifchief which was hatching againft us. It would have 
been impoffible, perhaps, to have waved this demand, if the ma- 
jor had not luckily been in pofleffion of^a pafte ring of nearly the > 
fame fize, which he impofed upon Ally for the diamond one. 
This ring and the filver mug were to be his, when he performed 
his engagement of putting us into a boat. The fight of them 
feemed to rouze the fellow, and to animate his zeal in our behalf « 
He left us on the inftant, with a defign to feek his brother, 
and to fee what could be done for us- As an earneft of his good 
intentions, he l6ft word with Abdul RufiTar below, that he would 
provide a dinner for us, which w^ were likely to have gone with- 
out before. We faw nothing of him however untU two o'clock, 
when he brought us a very fcanty and indiflferent difti of fi(h 
ftewed in oil. We could not help murmuring at our condition, 
and the rafcal apologized, as well as he could, for the badnefs of 
the viftuals. We were now left to ourfelves for the reft of the day, 
to folve if poflible the intentions of our enemies, and to deliberate 
in vain on the beft meafures to guard againft their maUgnity. 

In the evening. Ally brought his brother to us, whom we had 
not obtained a fight of for the three laft days, though fuppofed 
to be under the fame roof with us. Nature had been very juft to 
this man, as the villainy of his difpofition was written in legible 
characters in his countenance. He was in a manner dragged up 
to our apartment, and his prefent appearance would not have 
difcredited a king's evidence at the Old-Bailey. He hung his 
head, though poffeffed of an infinite ftock of affurance, and the 
frivolous reafons which he affigned for his abfence, were the 
pla'meft proofs of his guilt. He now joined with Ally in feem- 
ing earneft for our departure, and which he afiTured us nothing 
•delayed but the fearch of our baggage. This ceremony he under- 
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floods was to be performed in the morning, and he fully difco- 
vered his principles, by defiring us to fuflfer him and Ally to in- 
Ipeft our baggage before the vizier came to do it. There was a 
time when this propofal would have been treated with the con- 
tempt it deferved ; but our immediate dependence on thefe fel- 
lows, obliged us to liften to it with complacency. We were 
aware of their knavilh defigns, but we confidered our effedls as 
the clog which impeded our courfe ; and a livelier pi6lure cannot 
be exhibited of our (ituation^ than the readinefs with which we 
accelerated the hour, which might leave us deftitute of the com- 
mon neceffaries of life. Our operations were now confined to the 
obtaining of our enlargement. We thought only of refuming 
our journey. The means of accomplifhing fo arduous an xmder- 
taking, were entirely left to the direftion of chance, 

WEDNESDAY, 6th August. 

This is the fixth day of our arrival at Ghinnah, and we are as 
perfeft ftrangers to the place as the hour we came here. Our 
view is limited to the ftreet in which we live, and which we peep 
into from our windows, that are very fmall and very high. Here 
our faces engage the attention of paffengers, many of whom are 
brought by curiofity to view us : the detention and ill ufage of 
European travellers having made no little noife about the city. 
But compa£lon is the only medicine they can afford us. Al- 
though our cafe is known, we have little chance of relief under 
fo precarious a government, where the ruling maxim feems to be, 
that the weaker fide muft go to the wall. 

It is our fortune once more to excite the pity of the fairer part 
of the creation^ and to find tenderaefs and humanity among the 
members of an Arab tribe. Exa6Uy oppofite to our prifon is the 
haram of a man of fome confequence, if we can judge of him 
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from the ftumber of his women. It was but two days ago that 
we difcovered we were the objefts of thcfe females* regard; who^ 
when the fan goes down, come tripping by pairs to the front of 
their terrace, and, by ligns and falutations, enquire into our wel- 
fare, and lament their inability to relieve our diftfeffes. Some of 
thefe women are beautiful, and all well made ; and they make no 
fcruple to appear before us unvaikd, at no greater diftance than 
the breadth of a narrow ftreet. It would be an eafy matter for 
us to difcourfe together, with the help of our interpreter, were wc 
not afraid, in our critical fituation, of incurring fufpicion and 
danger. We find fatisfaftion, however, in this dumb intercourfc. 
Unavailing as their fympathy muft prove, our vanity is not the 
lefs flattered by it. We have retorted upon our opprcffors with- 
out defign, and triumph over them in the tendered point ! 

Before we had breakfafted, our hoft and his brother vifited us, 
to make the propofed fearch. Wc readily opened our trunks to 
them, and they were not a little furprifed to find nothing but 
linen and cloaths, where they expedled at leaft to light upon 
piece-goods, jewels, and money. They took, however, two hand- 
fome chiha bowls, a box of cut Trichinopoly ftones, half a dozen 
fheets, and a Turkifh habit from the major; and from me a 
TTurkifh coat only. Mr. Hammond's trunks efcaped their 
hiands. We were much aftomfhed at this moderation, but fup- 
•pofe an apprehenfion of the vizier's catching them in the fa6t, 
'occafioned their hafty retreat. As they were going away. Ally 
ftaid until his brother was out of hearing, ami then afked the 
major in a vvhifyer, to let him fecrete the filver mug which was 
promifed him in the boat. It unluckily ftood on the window- 
feat with the rdnftins of the major's breakfaft, and without wait- 
ing for an anfwer. Ally took it up, and marched with it down 
-ftairs. 

Wc had fcarcdy got rid of thefe phmdctcrs^ when the vizier 

and 



t «03 j 

md his tiwa mid* itoeir appewwice. They w?rc very rigi4 >p 
riicir fcratiny, until they came to a box belonging to ine, whic^ 
contained a pacj<et and letters of coniequence. The manmr in 
which this box was fecured, with nails and wax-clothi gave then^ 
hopes of being well rewarded for their trouble. But when thp 
lid was taken off, and the contents were difplayed, never was fucfe 
furprifc feen, as was betrayed in the countenances of the viziep 
and his adherens. They feemed to awaken as from a drea^x, 
and after conferring together with evid^t marks of difa^xiint- 
ment^ they precipitately retired, notwithftanding our remon- 
ftrances, that they would finiih the exaonnatic^, and permit ^9 
to depart, though at the expence of o»r baggage. 

We had fent Abdid Ruffar abroad to procure intelligence, and 
he returned with the news^ that a boat was o/si the point of Cet^ 
dng ont for Cairo. He h^ founded the ndcidah, to know 
what he wonld do in our behalf; who, in defiance of bribery^ 
would only venture to convey a letter for us to that city. As 
nothing could be effefted towards our eicape, we were content to 
addrefe another letter to Mr, Baldwin, relating the new troubles 
we had met with, and the ojeceflity of his immediate affiftance, to 
deliver us from the perils which environed us. This letter 
Abdul Ruflar carried witii great fecrecy to the nokidah, who, 
in confideration of a prefent, midertook to deliver it to Mr* 
Saldwin. 

In the afternoon the vizier repeated his vifit, under pretence oi 
taking down our names, and making out the pafs for our de- 
parture. The conduft of this man towards us had been truly 
Angular, He had courted us for his own views, and he had de- 
ceived us without any appareiiH: motive. He had taken indeed 
many things from us iti a polite way, but when he had an op- 
portunity of fetisfying his avarice with the choice of our moye- 
ablest he Ihrunk back, as if alhamed or afraid to perfevere in his 
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intentions. This palpably ihews that there is a ruling authority 
to which he is accountable^ and to which we are indebted for our 
lecurity to this hour* He pofitively told us that we (hould go at 
night, and our hoft as pofitively promifed us his camels, to 
tranfport us and our baggage to the river-fide. At fix o'clock 
our hoft came, but it was only to inform us, that the yoimg 
ihaik had ran away to Cofire with the boat-money. We could 
not at firft think fo ill of our conduftor, but our hoft aflTured us, 
that we had feen our laft of him. More money was now de- 
manded for the hire of a boat, but we had fo long perfifted in the 
ftory of our money being all expended, that we could not have 
produced any, without confirming their opinion of our wealth. 
This fellow, however, had the addrefs to obtain the fword from 
the major, which had been refufed to the vizier, and had been re- 
deemed, with fuch trouble, from the clutches of the foldicr. This 
fword he now demanded upon the footing of a former promife ; 
and the major thought proper to gratify his wiihes. He has been 
a material fufferer during the tranfaftions of this day, 

THURSDAY, 7th August. 

. We were at breakfaft upon ripe figs and bread, for which we 
were indebted to the attenticm of Abdul Ruflar, who is our ca- 
terer at fuch times as our hoft neglefts us, when two of the vizier's 
people entered the room, accompanied by our hoft and his father. 
The laft is an old man, and not only privy to the iniquitous con- 
duft of his fons, but a tormenting folicitor himfelf for any thing 
that comes within his view. The trite tale of the Banute cavalry 
being returned for money, was once more attempted to be im- 
pofed upon us ; but we had learned to parry the attack, by de- 
firing them to convey our baggage to the horfemen, who were 
welcome to difpofe of it as they thought fit. This liberal offer 
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did not fuit their defigns. It was the fpccic which they looked 
for, and it feemed as if they h^an to fufpeft that we did not keep 
it among our baggage. From looo dollars, which thefe mock 
agents at firft demanded, they fell at once to loo, then to 80, 60, 
40, and at length to 20 dollars ! The vizier's adherents foon re- 
tired, when they found themfelves treated in fo cavalier a manner, 
and left us to difcufs the matter with Mahomet. This is the 
Cerberus whom we are to gain over, if the door to our efcape is 
to be opened to us. We have tempted him with many a fop, but 
his price is yet to be reached, if it be in his power to permit of 
our departure. We condefcended to aflure him, that we had not 
the money to fatisfy this demand ; but that, to oblige him, we would 
give up our filver fpoons, which we ufed at our table, and which 
were equal to the value of twenty dollars. He appeared to liften 
w;ith great attention to this propofal, but fuddenly recolledUng 
himfelf, he paufed for a moment, and told us, that without a let- 
ter from us, fpecifying that he had received no money from us,, 
he could concern himfelf no further about our affairs. The 
effrontery of this Arab exceeded, if poffible, his depravity. He 
talked as if his endeavors had been exerted for our good ; and 
held the language of friendftiip amid the daily praftice of injuf- 
tice. We were, therefore, not a little rejoiced to find, that our hofl: 
did not quietly enjoy the fruits of his villainy. On inquiring 
into the neccffity of giving him fuch a letter, we learned that the 
town's people threatened to pillage his houfe, and to fhare with 
him the 1000 Venetians which he was reported to have obtained 
from us. A declaration under our hands of its falfity, would 
ftifie the report, and preferve his property from being left to 
the mercy of an enraged populace. We had been fo little ac- 
cuftomed to truth in this country, that we were become fceptics*. 
in every thing, which did not immediately fall under our own ob- 
feryation. This fellow, however, had evidently fome reafon 
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for his feafs, and, in order to difcdver their 6iigin, we dif- 
miffed him with a promiffe of fiimilhing him wiA the paper 
he wanted. 

Ibrahim informed us, that he had been frequently prefled by 
Ally, to go abroad with him at unfeafonable hours. This beha- 
vior awakened our fufpicions, that fome foul play was intended 
to this faithful domeftic i and we accordingly caxitioned him not 
to truft himfelf in Ally's company. But by a ftrange infatua- 
tion, he neglefled this admonition ; and by venturing out of 
doors, when we had laid down to take our aftemooh-nap, fell 
into die net which was fpread for him, and very neariy involved us 
in the danger we were moftly to apprehend. He returned about 
five o'clock in a ftate of intoxication, and could hardly find words 
to explain the caufe of it, when he became quite befide himfetf. 
We gathered, neverthelefs, from him, that Ally had met and in- 
veigled him into a cofFee-Tioufe, under pretence of treating fcim 
with a difti of coffee. That he had tafted fomething particular 
in the coffee, and would not be prevailed upon to ftay, when he 
found his head begin to grow giddy. That villain Ally had 
doubtlefs introduced an opiate into the cup ; and whatever his 
view was, it was bafiled by the refolution of Ibrahim, who forced 
his way home in that condition, and difplayed a conduft we did 
not give him credit foi^ before to-day. The major's bag of Vene- 
tians was ftill about him ; but it was impoflible for us to know 
what intelligence might not have been drawn from him in fuch a 
fituation. He was by no means addifted to liquor; and though 
he would not refufe his dram when on board the Adventure, he 
had fo long abftained from fpirits, that we were convinced he had 
not been aflifting to his own intoxication. We had the grcateft 
confidence in his honefty and attachment, but we dreaded the 
difcoveries which he unknowingly might have made. We were 
anxious to fuppofe that no harm had yet been done, and hurried 

him 



[ M7 ] 

him to bed in an inner apaxtihent, where #e watched him like a 
child^ that he might not get down ftairs,. or hdd any conver(a<r 
tion withMahcnnet or Ally, until he was fohersed again. Thefe 
IpJood-boundis followed the fcent which the latter had hit off, and 
came up repeatedly, under pretence of talking to Ibrahim about 
our departure. But we were aware of their intentions, and bin-' 
dered their waking or getting any accefs to him. It would nor 
have been fo eafy for us to have prevented die intrufion of the vi^ 
;yier, and we trembkdibr his appearance at this moment. I ca» 
declare for myfelt that I have not experienced the poignancy o£ 
diftrefs until this accident j by which we find ourfelves brought 
to the brink of deftrufticMi, throi^h the fimplicity of one of our 
own attendants. The morning, we hope, will reftore him to a 
ijenfe of his foliy,. aoddii{ttl.tiia cloud which thicl^ around us.. 

FRIDAY, 8th August. 

The ocoirrenccs^of this day hiave been fo crouded, fp ftrange,' 
ind fo afiefting to humanity, that the reader will doubtlefs offer 
a plea to himfelf for the irregularity of a narrative, which was 
taken down late at night, and while our fates were ftill in all the 
horrors of uncertainty. The defire of being held in the memory 
of mankind>even awaits us to the mouth of the' grave ; and how- 
ever hideous the danger^ a liberal miiid caiinot bear the idea of 
going out of the world by an obfcure and uriknown trade, while 
thei^ ts a chancy of tranfmitting its fufferings, its fortitude^ and' 
its rcfignation, ta the regard of pbfterity. And (hould it pleafe^ 
God to permit this journal of our diftrefles, to ftirvive me genef al 
wreck w4iich threatwis our lives and property, it may have the 
merit of difdofing^to odiers, the perils which attend the traveller 
through this fevage clime i and to warn him by our example's^ of 
the little credit he fhould repofe in the fanftity, the hofpkality of 
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the Arabs; for which virtues they have been falfely celebrated by 
uninformed hiAorians ! 

The morning had paficd as ufuaU in fufpence and diftruft of 
thefe people's intentions, nor did any thing occur to fweeten our 
daily potion, but the repentance of Ibrahim, and the behavior of 
the poor women whom I before mentioned to have taken notice 
of us. Immured in a fimilar confinement, they felt for our fitu- 
ation, and partook of our troubles. The tale of our difafters had 
certainly reached their ears, as they enquired by figns whether we 
had cloaths left, or vi6hials to eat. Afhiated by our melancholy 
geftures to fuggeft the worft, thefe tender-hearted creatures 
brought fruit and fugar-canes, all they could probably lay their 
hands upon, and threw them by ftealth acrofs the ftreet to our 
terrace. This humane ta& they were employed in for half an 
hour and more, when they difappeared, on our advertiiing them 
of the arrival of vifitors. 

The alarm was falfe, for it was only Abdul Ruflar, who was 
returned from reconnoitring the motions of the enemy. In his 
walk he had been encountered by fomeChriiHao merchants, who 
now recommended to us, to get a letter privately written to the 
Shaik Ul Arab, complaining of the uiage we had met with, and 
imploring his protection. They not only advifed this expedient, 
but promifed to forward the letter for us, in the fuccefs of 
which they implicitly confided. We could not do better, we 
thought, than follow the opinion of thofe of our own perfuafion ; 
and we had a^ually difpatched our agents to them upon this 
errand, when the fcheme was unknowingly overfet by the ma- 
jor. We had all along confidered ourfelves as clofe prifoncrs i 
and the major refolved to make an effort to get into the ftreet. 
to be certified of the worft of our fituation. He found the 
door locked, and knocking to get it opened by the porter who 
conftantly attended without, the family were alarmed^ and opne 
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in numbers to prevent his forcing this paffage. A ftruggle en- 
fued, which the major thought prudent to defift from, and re- 
turned up ftairs with our fervants, who were detained at home 
by this untoward accident. 

While we were confulting on fome remedy for this difappoint- 
ment, a body of people came up to our apartment, ufhered by bur 
hoft. The principals were an old fat man, and one drefled in a 
fcarlet robe, who told us that he was the hakeem or governor of 
the town, and had been commanded by the Shaik Ul Arab, his 
mafter, to take us under his proteftion ; to enquire into the par- 
ticulars of the injuries which we had fuftained ; and to tranfinit 
a faithful account of us to the fhaik, who would fee juftice done 
to us, let whofoever be the aggreffor. Our fpirits had long been 
in want of a cordial to revive them, and this fpeech operated very 
powerfully upon them. The appearance of thefe officers, and the 
authority which they took upon them, gave credit to their words. 
We conlidercd ourfelves as diftinguifhed by the compaffion of the 
fhaik, though we could not difcover by what providential acci- 
dent the tale of our difafters had come to his knowledge. But 
elated as we were by this fudden change in our affairs, and con- 
fonant as the hakeem's offer was to our hopes of revenge, we were 
too well aware of the unftable ftate of an Arabian government, 
to be led aftray by a falfe emblem of power. The event proved 
that we did not judge much amifs ; and that it is dangerous to 
make enemies in a body, where we are not afTured of friends. 

Before the afTembly had well feated themfelves, the vizier arri-^ 
ved, and took his place among them. He betrayed a downcafl 
and irrefolute countenance, and I obferved him to look ofteii at 
us, to guefs I fuppofe at our intentions. I endeavored to clear 
his doubts with a fmile. In reply to the hakeem, we declared our 
fcruples to prefer complaints, flrangers as we were to the coun« 
try, and unaflured of proteftion. On this we were urged by 
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moft prefent to a plam recital of fafts, which they faid was but 
due to the honor of their mafter^ whofe charadler would fufFei^ 
by the mal-treatment of ftrangers, who were fuflfered to leave his 
dominions without redrefs, Ibrahim on this advifed us to give a 
general ftatement of our lofTes, without ^ecifying the names of 
our oppreflbrs ; which would irritate no one, and ftill obtain us 
the protection of the government. Had this <:ounfel been follow- 
ed, it might have turned out better ; though it is impoffible for 
human judgment to determine it. The examination began ua^ 
der this reftriflion, and Ibrahim exprefled fundry fums of money 
and articles of value we had been deprived of, by the arts and me- 
naces of perfons unknown. The vizier fate in the circle like a 
private man, and liftened in lilence to the account of the robbe- 
ries i in which he feemed fatisfied not to be declared an accom- 
plice. But the zeal of Abdul Ruffar quickly altered this peace- 
able fcene. I had obfei-ved him fitting in a corner, with in- 
dignant looks and reftlefs poftures, when, unable to bear with 
the villainy of his countrymen any longer, he darted up, and 
pointing to his own neck as a pledge for our fafety, he went 
up to the hakeem, and pronounced aloud, that our doubts of 
protection prevented, the truth from appearing in its proper 
colors. That, to his knowledge, our hoft Mahomet had for- 
ced money and eflfeds from us; and that the vizier hunfelf 
had defrauded us of fhauls and othei- things to a confiderable 
amount. But the integrity and courage of tliis poor fellow 
met with a very unworthy recompence. He had built more 
than ourfelves upon the regal authority, which could not, in 
the perfons of the fhaik's officers, fhield him from danger and 
difgrace. The vizier rofe abruptly from his. feat, and hdf 
drawing his fabre^ would have flopped his countiyman in his 
talc, had he not been luckily prevented by thofe near him. 
The affembly broke up in confufion, and we could not but 
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be alarmed for our own fefcty at ifuch a qioment. No fooner 
was Abdul Ruffar delivered from one enemy, than he encounter- 
ed others more bitter in the hoft and his faipily, vfho fell furi- 
oufly on him in the prefence of the hakeem, and it was with 
much difficulty that we rcfcued hini frpm tjieif h^nds, at the ex- 
pence of fome heavy blows. But the fpenp di4 not conclude here. 
To make good our hoft's affertion, that every one is abfolvite in 
his own houfe» he turned the vizier, hakeem, and all the ihaik'3 - 
officers out of doors, and tojd them deridinglyt to go and confult 
elfewhere. Our faithful domeftic would ffiin ^ave follpwed t^iemf 
but he was prevented ; which fo intimidated him, that dreading 
the refentment of the family, he came unobferved to our terrace, 
and dropped himfelf thirty feet at leaft, from a perpendicular 
height, into the ftreet. He efcaped ; but not, we apprehend, with- 
out fome fprain or contufipn, from fo defperate a leap. 

This tumult had fcarcely fubiided, when one pf a more ferious 
and infulting nature enfued. Apprehepiive of a difcovery, and 
perhaps weary of carrying about fuch a load, Ibrahim had depofi- 
ted the bag of Venetians which he was charged with, in the cor- 
ner of a dark room which held fire- wood. The major was appri- 
zed of this ftep, and might very well be fati8fie4 of the fccur^ty cf 
his tr^ure. But the prying difpofition pf the family furmount- 
ed our precaution. Ibrahim had been |net coming out of this 
room by Ally, before the arrival of the hakeem and his com- 
pany. Sufpicion is ever on the watch, and gives ^ motive to 
every a^on that falls under its obferv^don. The late difpute^ 
in which he had borne fo active a part, had not driven it 
froai this fellow's ijnind ; who, whm all was quiet again, iliole 
up foftly to the room which had excited his curiofity. Ibra- 
him by good fortune faw him enter it, and crying loudly for a& 
iiflance, r^ tpward^ ih^ pkce which concealed the money^ 
He was ke^td vid fptiowed l;>y the m^jor and my European 
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fcrvant, who found him at the room-door ftrugglihg for the bagv 
which Ally had fecurcd, and would have retreated with. Num- 
bers however prevailed, and the bag was prefently redeemed from 
the rafcal's gripe, who retired, muttering vengeance againft us. ' 
We had foon reaibn to lament this unfortunate difcovery. 
It awakened a new ^irit of avarice in our hoft, and confirmed 
him in his exaggerated ideas of our wealth. He came up flairs, 
attended by the informer Ally and his fervants, armed with Iwords 
aiid fpears, to demand the contefted treafure. We had expeCled 
this, and in the interval, the major had time to change the bag 
of Venetians for one of rupees, which was not a twentieth part its 
value. The gold was again committed to Ibrahim's waift, and 
the lilver was carclefsly thrown into one of the trunks. The de- 
ception fucceeded ; and, after fome altercation, the bag was pro- 
duced from the trunk, and impofed upon Ally fdr the one that 
he had feized upon. The bulk was nearly the fame, though no- 
thing but the confiifion he was in, can account for his not 
diftinguifhing the difference between the weight of the gold and 
filvcr. Though this a6lion was nothing lefs than a robbery, 
thefe Arabs were willing to give it a more favorable term, and 
faid, that they took it on condition of providing us with a boat, 
and accelerating our departure. There was fomething too grofs 
in this behavior to amufe us with expeftation r but we were as 
ready as themfelves to fave appearances^ and to conceal our mop^ 
tification at being fubje6led to fuch violence. Some of our com*- 
pany had propofed manual refiftance ; and a mufket was a6haally 
taken up on the occafion, which was laid downrupon a convic- 
tion of the folly of oppofition, where our lives were not concerned, 
in a country fa inimical to Ghriftians, and fo- fevere in its decrees 
againfl thofe, who, however jufWy, have dipped their hands in 
*hc blood of a Mahometan. We adopted a middle courier and 
£> far maintained our.dignity, » to iniifl upon the hofl's dif«. 
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mifEng^his fcrvants before we would treat with him; This he 
eafily complied with, and received the bag containing eighty* 
fcven rupees, with many affurances o£ fidelity^ and promifes to 
effeft our deliverance from: this city.. 

Our hoft juflified the opinioa we entertained of him. So far 
from keeping his word, and endeavoring to ferve us, in return 
for the money he had extorted, he only left us,, to contrive fome 
method to make fure of our remaining treafure. In lefs than 
half an hour he returned, accompanied by two villains, who 
called themfelves the fcrvants of the Shaik Ui Arab, and who 
produced a paper,, which they tenned his order to iearch our 
baggage. Though we could not but doubt the authenticity of 
this paper, we were far from oppofing a meafure which we had 
fo often folicited ; and which we hoped would deliver us from 
further perfecutiom on this head. It is too cutting to my reflect 
lion to recountthe particulars, of this fcrutiny^ which was cour 
dufted rather with the violence and indecency of a robbery, than 
with the forms of a fearch. Not a fingle thing efcaped the hands 
€)f thefe fellows, that was of the leaft value. Mr. Hammond,, 
among other articles^ loft a pair of filver-moimted piftols, whicb 
he had hitherto preferved, and they plundered the major of his- 
filver Ipoons, a filver urn handfomely chafed, and weighing above 
fifty ounces, which he had in vain concealed within fome kitchen 
Htenfils, befides a quantity of linen to a confiderable amount. 
From me they took a filver hookah, a fet of gold buckles,, two 
pieces of Indian handkerchiefs, a gold brocade waiftcoat, and, a 
Turkifh gown, which, at the loweft calculation^wexe worth 200 
dollars. I left the room while this fcene wa& tranfafting, as it 
was to* the laft degree grating to my nature, to behold, unre*- 
venged, fo daring an outrage againft all divine and human laws. 
They retired about eight o'clock in the evening, loaded with their , 
%oils^, and we thr^ ourjfelves upon the floor^ to endeavor ta get 
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fome repofe, after a day fpent in uproar, altiercaBoii» and fa* 
tigue : infomuch that we had not leifure to take a proper refinelh* 
ment. It is no wonder if our reft was difturbed, and our ima- 
gination haunted with gloomy ideas, imder fuch peculiar drcum- 
ftances. We could obferve from our windows a ftrong guard to 
be polled about the houfe, with camels ready faddled at the 
door, but for what purpofe we |uiew not j whether to take us to 
the boat, or to any place mort fuitable to thdr black defigns. 
We were deprived of our fervint, who ufed to provide us wth 
the neceflaries of life, and were to truft to chance for the mor> 
row, fhould it ever dawir upon our eyes, after the unparalleled 
treatment we had fuffered. Guilt might poflibly be touched 
by the ftings of diftruft and fear ; and to quiet tfaefe monitors, 
it was uncertain how much further our perfecutors would plunge 
^emfelves into the abyfs of wdckednefs. In the variety of this 
^ftrefs, life was (till dear ; and, divefted as it was of eafe and en- 
joyment, we ilept with arms in our hands, to preierve it from 
violence ! 

SATURDAY, 9th August. 

I 

The dawn relieved us from our apprebenfions, but found us in 
all the agitations of fufpence. We were chiefly di^reiTed at the 
abfence of Abdul Ruflar. We knew not what mifchance might 
have befallen him, in his attempt to efcape the death which was 
intended him ; and we were at a lofs to fumilh ourfelves with 
provifion for the day. There was a rifk attended the going 
abroad of Ibrahim, after the adventure of yefterday j and we had 
not much dependence on the charity of the f^nily, who had 
already forfeited every pretention to humanity in our eftimation. 
We had luckily 9, Ettle coffee lefr, wludh we b<Mkd, and oaad^ 
out a fareakfaft with the ftale bread «f yeflcDti^. A^out as hoar 
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tf fter 4his» a feiy<uit of the honfe lUKxpefledly brought us up 
foaie mUk mixed with Water, with a fcanty allowance of bread. 
We underftood that we were indexed to our hoft for this meagre 
repaft, but we neither faw him, his brother, nor atiy living crea- 
tures but at a diftance> during the whole morning. Among thefe 
were our kind friends in the oppofite houfe^ to whom only we 
ni>w ap{>ear to be of the leaft confequence. Thefe compaifionate 
females had been sdarmed at the tumult in our s^)artment on the 
preceding ev«iing. I had obferved them, at the time, frequently 
peep over their wall, to fee what was going on, and feem- 
ingly anxious about the confequences. Nor had they exhaufted 
tbeii- attention towards us. At the ftill hour of noon, when 
the ftreets.are doierted by the people, they came to their terrace, 
and with iympathizing looks would have confoled ourfufferings^ 
Often did they wipe their eyes which were fuffufed with tears, and 
as often did they inquire, by the moft fignificant figns, whether 
our lives had been endangered during the tranfa£lions of the paft 
day. Notwithftanding our forlorn condition, we (hould have 
little deferved the name of men, if this behavior had failed to 
make a fultable impreflion upon our minds. Like the cordial 
which is adminiftered to the dying patient, it fei^ved to revive our 
fpiiits, though we were fenfible its effefls were temporary and 
infufficient. Their gencrofity was equally extended to our, 
wants. Natiu^ly fuppofing that we were dinted in our nou- 
riftiment in fuch an inhofpitable houfe, thefe afFe6lionate fouls 
threw over loaves of bread and boiled eggs, tied up carefully in 
their vails, which came fafely to us, and would have proved a 
plentiful fupply, if fomething extraordinary had not difturbed 
them while taken up with this charitable aft. We are appre- 
henfive that they were difcovered affifting us by their keeper ; 
and, as they did not appear to us again, that they are doomed to 
ftiifter confinement, for exerting animpulfe of benevolence tp 
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Aeir fellow-creatures in diftrefs ! No breaft but a Muffulman's^ 
could harbor a jealous thought on fuch an occafion^ or con- 
found a principle of compaflion with an amorous inclination to- 
wards perfons in our iituati<Hi« 

About two o'clock the fame iervant whom we had feen before, 
brought us a wretched compofition of eggs and oil, which, for my 
part, I foimd it was impoffible to touch. I was content, therefore, 
to adapt my meal to our prifon, and dined upon bread and wa- 
ter. At this moment we had notice given us, that the hakeem 
and his train were below ftairs, and that he purpofed to remove 
us in the evening from this hateful habitation. He prefently 
came up to us, to confirm this agreeable intelligence, and received 
cur cordial acknowledgments for his humane intentions. We had 
experienced many reveries of fortune fince our arrival in this 
country, but none fo fudden, fo unlooked-for, as the prefpnt. 
From the circumftances which attended the hakeem's expulfion 
yefttrday, we little expefted to fee him re-enter the houfe in tri- 
umph, and refcue us from the force which had fo fuccefsfoUy op- 
pofed him before. But it feems that he comes armed with new 
powers from the fhaik, to take us immediately under his own 
proteftion. It is not eafy to unravel the politics of this ftate ; but 
the decifive behavior of our hoft laft night, is a prefumptive evi- 
dence of his authority being about to draw to a conclufion. He 
has plundered us of all he could lay his hands upon, and he wife- 
ly abfents himfelf at a period when he either cannot, or does not, 
think it worth his while to detain us. We found from the ha- 
keem, that Abdul Ruflar is fecurely lodged in his houfe, tho* his 
legs and feet are violently contufed by the fall. We are happy in 
his fafety ; but the damage which this faithful adherent has fuf- 
tained in our caufe, cannot but ftrongly afFeft us. The hakeem 
now bade us farewell until fun-fet, when he promifed to return 
with a camel and an efcort, to convey us and our baggage to a 
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dwelling of his own." To prevent the family from giving us any 
further difturbance, he left a fervant at the door of our apartment, 
whom he direfted to keep watch during his abfence. 

There was no danger, however, of our being molefted in the 
fmalleft degree. The houfe appeared to be abandoned by its in- 
habitants ; and this folitude luckily afforded the major an oppor- 
tunity of recovering his coftly fword, from the hole in which it 
had been depofited. This he once more fewed up in his bed ; 
and we had packed up tiie remains of our baggage, long before 
the appointed hour of our removal. We waited with great pa- 
tience until the day clofed, and it was quite dark before any of us 
betrayed the leaft uneafinefs at the hakeem's ftay . But as the night 
waxed old, we relapfed into the dreadful ftate of uncertainty which 
we had fo repeatedly known. We had not a doubt of the vera- 
city of the hakeem ; but we began to fufpeft that our enemies 
had prevailed againft him, either by fecret intrigues or open vio- 
lence. We were apprized of their animofity, and we had every 
thing to dread from their fuccefs. It was ten o'clock before this 
gloomy profpeft was difiipated, by the arrival of the hakeem. He 
came attended by a party of foldiers, and a camel to tranfport our 
baggage. The villain Ally had now the affurance to fhew him- 
felf, and to fuperintend the removal of our things. Before we 
went out, the hakeem obliged us to prime our fire-arms anew, 
and dropped certain expreffions which feemed to Ibrahim to im- 
ply danger on the road. Had we been convinced of an ambufcade 
being laid for us, we fliould rather have preferred to encounter it, 
now we were patronized by the government, than to have remain- 
ed in an houfe, which had been a fcene of mortification and deceit 
to us. The die was caft, and we were to abide by its decifion j 
which we did, by marching after our camel and fervants, who help- 
ed to carry the baggage, accompanied by the hakeem and his 
guard. Each of the fervants took a lighted taper in his hand, 
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and, to heighten the fcene, we were enjoined profound fiknce. In 
this manner did we traverfe a number of ftreets, each of which 
we found fecured by a gate ; and after going above half a mile, 
arrived at the place of our deftination about eleven o'clock, with- 
out having met with any interruption. We were introduced by 
the hakeem to our lodging, and after palling through a large 
court, were carried up ftairs to a finall, but airy, bed-room. Our 
baggage was aHb brought up, and depofited in a back-room, 
where the fervants are to deep. The friendly hakeem now took 
his leave of us, and fixing a centry at our door to protect us, left 
us to enjoy ahnoft the only found reft we had known fince our 
departure from Cofire. 

SUNDAY, loth August. 

Here are we, after all our cHfficulties and dangers, fefely 
pounded within the precinfts of an haraih. Such, on our awak« 
ing this morning, did we find the houfe we were got into. It is 
an antique ftrudlure, much injured by time, and ftands upon a 
fpacious foundation, though the apartments are fmall, and hud- 
dled together after the mode of thefe eaftem piles of laicivioufiiefs. 
Around our chamber the floor is raifed about two feet from the 
ground, which ferves us to eat upon by day, and to flecp luxuri- 
oufly upon by night. Hence we have a fine view of the river, 
from which we are but two or three ftrcets diftant. It is here 
feemingly lefs than a mile in breadth, and difcovers itfelf through 
different openings in the gai'dens, with which this city is adorned. 
The wind from the north-weft now pre\'ails, and meets the cur- 
rent, which runs with the utmoft rapidity towards the fea. This 
produces a fine effeft. The town lines this fide of the Nile, and 
the oppofite bank is bordered by a moimtain, which at one place 
breaks off abruptly, and difclofes a large plain, covered with en- 
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clofures of grain, and here and there embelliflied with groves of 
date and* orange trees. While we were indulging ourfelves with 
this profpeA, w^ had a vifit from the friendly hakeem, who feem* 
cd alarmed at our expofing ourfelves to public view, and haftily 
fhut our windows. He excufed this check to our curiofity, from 
the ncceffity there was for us to remain in privacy until the ar- 
rival of his mailer, or of further orders from him refpefting our 
concerns. We could not but acquiefce in this meafure i and after 
bidding us to rely on the juftice of the Shaik Ul Arab, he left us to' 
partake of a meal of good bread and milk, which his domeftics had 
provided for us. Our breakfaft was fcarcely over, when the hakeem 
fent for Ibrahim, to attend him at his own houfe. We expeft 
this interview will determine fomcthing pofitive about our fate. 

When we left Cofire, we laid our account that our troubles 
would end with our journey to the Nile. Who could have drramt 
that after clcaping the p^ils of the defart, we fliould be reduced 
to defpair in a populous city f It were better that our baggage had 
been Amk to the bottom of the Red-Sea, than that it (hould have 
afforded us a trifling part of the uneafinefs we have fuffered. Pri-. 
foners for ten days in a private houfe, where each moment Wa^r 
impoifoned by the uncertainty of our deflriny, we were nowi* per- 
haps, in a more honorable confinement in the hands of govern- 
ment, which we Ihrewdly fufpefil: affeits our caufe, rather fr<^n n 
defire of recovering the plunder for itfelf, than of doing juftice to 
us. But we arfc content if our departure can be purchafed at fo 
low a price. 

We were anxious to fee Abdul Ruflkr, whofe anklefs we find arc 
much more ftrained by his fall, than were at firft reported. But 
he is not to be moved here until the evening, when we fliall be 
aW<5 to adminifter fuch relief to him, as is in our power to 
do. At one o'clock Ibrahim retufned to us, and we undcrftand 
that the hakeem has got out of him all our loifes^ not excepting 
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the other night's pillage, which he had at firft determined to con- 
ceal. And with fome reafon, as the villains threatened our lives 
if we divulged it to any one. But Ibrahim fays, there was no 
one prefent at the examination, but a Chriftian fecretary, who 
took it down, and the hakeem privately affured him, that his 
matter would give orders to feize the robbers, and make them re- 
ftore their booty. God only knows the termination of this mat- 
ter ; but, for our parts, we would compromife to efcape with our 
prefent damages. We now ate heartily of a plentiful meal, which 
Ibrahim had provided for us. Mutton, fifh, and vegetables, are 
very cheap here, and no European could complain of their man- 
ner of dreffing their food. 

We faw nobody during the evening, but the fervants belonging 
to the hdufe. But we received a complimentary meffage from 
the hakeem, with notice c^ his mailer's approach, who is expell- 
ed here immediately. Thefe are welcome tidings to us, who have 
no idea of getting away, until the arrival of this great man. It is 
our plan to be rid of this place as foon as poflible; and we pro- 
pofe to make a tender to the fhaik of all he may recover on our 
accounts. Happy, if wc have the luck to efcape without further 
pillage. ., 

. In order that we might enjoy the benefit of a cool wind, and 
a moon-light evening, we went to bed very early, as we had been 
deiired not to open our windows until the lights were extinguifti- 
ed. And now an adventure occurred, which was romantic to the 
iaft degree, and bore a refemblance to thofe feigned ones, portray- 
ed by the inimitable pencil of Cervantes* I was awakened out of 
a found nap about ten o'clock, by a loud knocking at the gate, 
which fecures the upper end of the ftreet we live in. . I found my 
companions had been difturbed by the fame noife, and were 
equally furprized with myfelf at the ftrangenefs of it. Prefently 
after the gate was opened, and a' number of people aflcmbled be- 
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fore our houfc, whom we could difcern by the light of the moon, 
difpofing themfelves in different fituations on the ground, and 
converfing with great eameftnefs and vociferation. While we 
were pondering on the iffue of this bufinefs, which had an alarm- 
ing appearance at fuch an hour of the night, when we knew our 
refidence was meant to be kept fecret, and that our lives might 
be fought by the villains whom we had informed againft, I went 
out on the back terrace to awake the guard, which was ftationed 
to protect us, when fuddenly a band of mufic ftruck up without, 
and recalled me to the fcene of aftion. This band was compofed 
of firing, wind, and parchment inftruments, and though the 
harmony was none of the beft, it could not fail to have a Angu- 
lar effe£l upon our imaginations, haunted as they were with 
doubts and apprehenfions. A fingle voice fometimes accompa- 
nied the mufic, which was in general of a melancholy ftrain. This 
ferenade lafted until midnight, and when the moon went down, 
it was continued by torch-light* But tlie intent of it we are ut- 
terly at a lofs to difcover. Whether to celebrate a marriage, or a 
funeral, or whether it was performed by the hakeem's guard, to 
iHvert their mafter or ourfelves. It was one o'clock before the 
night was reftored to its ufual quiet; at which time I fell afleep, 
but had my repofe difturbed by the extravagance of fancy, which 
brought a motley jumble to my mind, of mufic, harams, arms, 
captivity, and impaffable waftes ! 

MONDAY, nth August, 

This day was the moft barren of incidents of any that we have 
long experienced. Not a meffage, nor the leaft intelligence from 
the hakeem, in regard to our affairs. This has at leaft a good 
appearance* He means, perhaps, to wait the airival of his maf- 
ter, inftead of deceiving us witli the hopes of his own interpofi* 
tion^ and obtaining prefents from us on that fcore, like the vizier 
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and the people into whofe hands we at firft fell. We learn from 
Ibrahim, that the rude concert laft night was intended for the ha- 
keem's enteitainmerft, who is our neighbor, and who fate fmok- 
ing and drinking coffee with his women the grcateft part of the 
night. This is a favorite diverfion with the Arabs and Tuiks, 
who keep themfelves ftill during the heat of the day, and enjoy 
the cool hours of the night, and the ferene light of the moon, with 
a relifh unknown to the inhabitants of the inclement north. 
Thofe only who have partaken of this enchanting fcene, under a 
Iky ftill unclouded, can form an idea of its luxury ; where the ve- 
ry dews are genial, and the night-breeze carries a temperate cooU 
nefs on its wing. And this feafon favors more the bringing of 
their women into view ; when filence and folitude prevail with- 
out, and afford them the felfifh fatisfaflion of beholding beauty, 
without the intrulion of a rival, and tlfting of its charms with the 
avarice of mifers. 

At four o'clock we had a vifit from the hakeem, who only ftaid 
to enquire after our healths, and to reaffure us of his prote£Hon. 
We had determined on making this man a prefent, to iecure his 
further good offices, and finding that he was averfe to taking any) 
thing but money, we fent him twenty-one Venetians by Ibrahim^ 
with an apology for the fmallnefs of the donation, which had been 
bounded by our poverty. To our great joy, our domeftic, Abdul 
Ruffar, returned with Ibrahim from the hakeem's houie. He was 
obliged to be moved in the arais of the fervants, though we are 
pleafed to find that his hurts do not portend any ill effefts. One 
of his ankles is quite reduced, and the other promifes fair to admit 
of his getting abroad in a few days. 



TUBS- 



t 223 ] 

TUESDAY, i2th August. 

The indifpofition of Abdul Ruffar has already proved very in- 
convenient to us. Our fiiver is expended, and we are at a lofs to 
exchange our gold for dollars, or to gain any intelligence of what 
is pafling without doors, during this poor creature's confinement. 
He often cautions us againft trufting any of his countrymen in 
matters of fuch importance ; fenfible as he is of their want of cha* 
rity for Chriftians. As for Ibrahim, he is as much a prifoner as 
ourfelves. The hakeem tells him, that he cannot anfwer for 
his fafety, imtil the fliaik returns, fhould he fall in the way of 
our old hoft and his gang. We are too well afcertained, from 
Ocular proof, of the little order which fubfifts here in the ab- 
fence of the chief, to doubt it. We learn that his return is 
anxioufly expefted by the whole city, and cannot be very diftant, 
if we may truft to the information of Abdul Ruffar, who fays, 
fuch is the temper of this people, and fuch the inftability of this 
government, fhould the fhaik remain for any length of time in 
another place, the inhabitants of Ghinnah would throw off all 
fubmiffion to his officers, and fall to cutting each other's throats. 
What a bleffed land have we dropped into ! What a race are we 
amongft! who are only to be ruled by the fword, and to be 
taught humanity at the expence of their blood ! 

We had fcarcely breakfafted. when the hakeem entered our 
apartment, accompanied by a^ man whom we had frequently 
feen at Cofire. He had been affiduous in his vifits to us there, 
and had proffered us the ufe of his houfe during our ftay at Ghin- 
nah. This the fhaik of Cofire prevented by his intrigues, and 
the man arrived here yeflerday in the caravan. We find he is a 
merchant of this city, and though, agreeably to the mode of 
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Arabian travellers, he was wont to affume a poor habit at Co* 
fire, we now faw him in a creditable drefs, and feemingly on 
an intimate footing with the hakeem. He lamented our misfor- 
tunes, which were the common topic of converlation, and re- 
proached us for not having accepted of his offers of afliftance. 
Though he muft have been fenfible that we did not merit this re- 
proach, while our condu£l was direfted by another, and though 
we have caufe to be on our guard againft the profeffions of an 
Arabian, there is little doubt but we (hould have fared better 
under this man's protection, than in the vile hands we fell into* 
Our prefent fituation is far from being difagreeable. The hakeem 
is civil and attentive to us, and at the fame time docs not pefter 
us with his company, or folicit us for prefents. From this 
conduft we draw more favorable omens, than from any inci- 
dent fince the change of our fituation i and as he confirms the 
report of the fliaik's approach, we endeavor to refign ourfelves 
witli patience, for the accomplifhment of that defirable event. 
It may be, that our releafe will be at laft owing to the inter- 
pofition of Mr. Baldwin at Cairo. We have great expcftations 
that our letters are both fafely delivered to him. The reward 
of five dollars, which is to attend the receipt of each, is the 
ftrongeft incentive that could be devifed to fecure the fidelity of 
the meffengers. But fortune has been fo much out of humor 
with us of late, that we cannot promife ourfelves a return of 
her fmiles, until they beam upon us. 

Jufl: as we had laid down to reft, there was a knocking at the 
outward gate, which we found to be made by the hakeem, who 
came to borrow one of our fufees. He was mounted on a fine 
horfe, which 1 obferved from the window, and was accompa- 
nied by a party of armed men on foot. He fent us word, 
that he was going about the town to preferve peace and good 

orders 
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order; which is a neceffiuy pra^ke in cities better regulaud f / /> / / ^ /l. 
than Ghinnah. 

WEDNESDAY, 13th August. 

We are obliged to be early rifers, in order to receive the com- 
'party that wait upon us during the cool of the morning. We have 
generally finiflied our breakfaft by feven o'clock, and at that hour 
to-day we were fummoned by our fervants to the back terrace, 
which commands a noble view of the river, to fee a number of 
boats under fail. Thefe we learnt were the Banute fleet, which 
arrived here two days after us ; with the ibldiers of which our 
hoft, the vizier, and others, had alarmed us, and forced us to pay 
down a fum of money, which was falfely charged to their account. 
They are going down to Jirje, and being chiefly gallies, painted, and 
gik, and adorned with ftreamers, they cut no contemptible appear- 
ance in falling down with the ftream, to the amount of twenty 
boats. We defcried armed troops on the poop of each galley, and 
heard the drums beating to anns on board. There is a myftery 
in the accounts of thefe Banute people, which we cannot unravel. 
Immediately after their departure, we had a vifit from the hakeem, 
who threw open the windows of our apartments, and told us with 
a chearful air, that we had now nothing to fear, as the Banute 
people, who are a fet of thieves, and apt to plunder defencelefs 
veflTels on the river, were failed for Jirje. This defcription nei- 
ther anfwers the f^ay which thefe people made here, nor the good 
cfondition of their boats, which is far from befpeaking them to be 
a needy race. We therefore enquired of the hakeem of the origin 
and government of Banute ; and were told, that it formerly be- 
longed to his mafter, the 8haik Ul Arab, but had lately been ta- 
ken polTeflion of by the Turks. This confirmed us in a vague re- 
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port wc had heard^ of Banute being really in the hands of Ibray- 
him Beg. It might confequently be, that the hakeem wiftied for 
his matter's return, that juttice might be done us ere we proceed- 
ed to Cairo ; and was willing to conceal us from the Turks, 
whom he artfully reprefented as robbers, to prevent our applying 
to them for a paflage. So ftrongly had this prepoffeflion taken 
hold of cur minds, that fome among us were not wanting to la^ 
ment our ignorance of this circumftance, and to confider the de- 
parture of the Banute fleet, as a preclufion to the efcape which, 
we had fo long meditated. 

At five o'clock the hakeem paid us a fecond vifit, in whicR 
he was accompanied by two confiderable merchants of the 
town. They all produced letters from the ftiaik,. which they 
told us refpefted our loflcs, and his coming to redrefs our 
wrongs. When the merchants took their leave, the hakeem alk- 
ed us, whether we were inclined to take a walk with him to the 
river- fide. This agreeable invitation my companions were obli- 
ged to decline, as the rafcals who plundered our trunks, had not 
left them a Turkifh gown : but I readily accepted of it, as I had 
a gown that luckily efcaped their fearch. It is eafy to conceive 
the joy I felt at being reftored to the freedom of the air, after 
our perilous confinement -, not to mention the good face which 
our affairs affumed by this ftep, as. the people's intentions muft 
appear to be honeft, who expofed us to the eyes of the town. 
I accordingly arrayfedmyfelf in. the bcft manner, and followed the 
hakeem, attended by my European fervant and Ibrahim. As 
we walked towards the river,, we were accompanied by a croud of 
people, who behaved themfelves very refpeftfully ; awed, perhaps, 
hy the prefence of the hakeem and his guard. We foon left the 
town, and afcended a dyke which is thrown round it, to prevent 
it fufFering by the inundations of the Nile. I had the good for- 
tune to be witnefs to the commencement of this periodical pheno- 
menon,. 
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menon, by mere chance. From the dyke we defcended to the ri- 
ver, by a pier that extends itfelf to the natural ftrand, and mea*- 
fores fome hundreds of yards in length. At the extremity of this 
pier we feated ourfelves on carpets, which were Ipread for us on 
the ground, and I had full leifure to furvey the objefts around 
me, the novelty and beauty of which equally engaged my admira- 
tion. The Nile is originally of a tolerable breadth here, and at 
other feafons would not difappoint the traveller in his expeftations 
of fo celebrated a ftream. But two days ago it began to aflume a 
grander afpe6l. The kitchen-gardens which fupply the town, 
and (land in the low grounds, are already overflown ; and feveral 
channels are opened in the bank, through which the waters rufli 
with great rapidity, and promife by to-morrow night to fpread 
themfelves to the dyke, which is at lead a quarter of a mile dif- 
tant. The fame efFe6ls feem to have been produced on the oppo- 
fite fide ; where I obferved the country to be overflown even to 
the mountain's edge, and the rifing lands to appear like iflands in 
the waters. In mid-channel the ftream runs with amazing force ; 
carrying down ruflies, bufties, and fragments of trees, which the 
floods have fwept away with them from the heights, and wiH in 
a few days difcharge into the Mediterranean. The fun was fallen 
behind the hills on the weftern banks, from whofe burniflied tops 
a dazzling radiance played upon the. ruffled waters. The boats 
glided along their curling furface : the date-groves rung with the 
amorous cooings of a thoufand doves, and the cattle lowed in the 
diftant dale. The charms of this lovely evening are beyond my 
art to depifture, but they will be ever faithfully imprinted on my 
imagination. At dulk we returned homeward, and I could ob- 
tain but a very imperfefl fight of Ghinnah from this point of view; 
as it ftretches towards the river like the end of a Turkifh flipper, 
and is fcreened by the dyke from the eye. We paflTed by a bridge on 
our way back, turned on a fingle arch over a creek where the boats 
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fie» and wbkh appears to be a modem ^ivork of no ^i^ani: 
defign ♦. 

♦ It may not prove uuplcafin^ to the reader, to compare the obfcrvations of other 
travellers on this place and its neighborhood. As we paffed over the defart dc- 
fween Cofire and Ghinnah, we can confirm the aficrtion of Captain Nordcn, that 
there are no remaios of the antient canal mentioned by Herodotus and otltei^, to 
have been dug for convqriog goods from the Nile to the Red-fea« GWnnah and 
its environs are ftill noted for manufafiuring the bcft earthen-ware in Egypt^ in 
the bottoms of which, the fame peculiarity fubilfls as related by Dr. Pococke. 

<* At two o'clock in the afternoon there came on a calm, which obliged as to 
land on the fame fide, a little below Gienej or Kum^ a town, which is not at piefent 
very confiderable, but which has^ however, a mofque. There was formerly in this 
place a great coipmerce j for they had made a road which led to Cofire^ a port of 
the Red-fea j and in three days they croffed the defarts of Thebais. But at prefcnt 
this route is not fecure, on account of the robbers. 

^< I had been told much of the antiquities of this place, which engaged me to go 
thither ^ bat I found nothing there. The inhabitants themfelves of the piace 
could give me no account of them. In vain did I ieek for the antient canal that 
was dug for conveying merchandizes to the Red-iea, and for bringing others from 
thence by this means. I did not perceive the leaft mark of it, neither in the town» 
nor in the adjacent places. It is in this town they celebrate every year the great 
feftival, at which the Bey of Girge is commonly ptiefent ; but not without having 
fifft obtained permiffion from the Arab princes or Schechs. 

" I perceived that all the neighboring places of Giim were covered with all forts 
of plants, fuch as pomplons, coloquiatida^ and others, .which were, for the moft 
part, unknown to me. As I did not fee airy com there, I imagined that they had 
cut it ; and that the plants which I perceived, were the fecond product of the 
ground. 

^^ There were in the neighborhood of the town divers ponds, in which water 
was preferved after the inundation ; but it vras not good for drinking^ It had a 
brackifii tafte, which it takes from the foil itfelf ^ and indeed the inhabitants do not 
ufe it for any other purpofe than watering their grounds, and giving drink to their 
cattle.** Norden's Travels in Egypt, &c. vol. ii. 

^* We now purfued our voyage with a fine wiifd^ and pailed by the canal that 
goes to the city of Coptos, which is at prefent remarkable for making the bed ear- 
then-ware in Egypt^ it being very light and much efteemed ; hut they could ntver 
be prevailed on to make the vafes with broad bottoms, that they might ftand without 
danger of falling ; fo that the people are obliged to fet tfacm in wooden frames.*^ 
Pococke's Travels, chap. vi. 

a I found 



I fcsmd wf&lf tiathfir fttigaed from ny walk^ and iw^ glad of 
t^ approtch of our ho\v of repok, which, for waat of cajtidle- 
Itght, we ace .obii^ to anticipate as foon as .the day is clo&d. 
But we wereansakflnedfrmn our &Alleep by the founds of tink- 
ling inftruments, accompanied by a choras of female voices, i 
looked out of the window, and 6w a band of thirty damfels at 
leaft, come trippiaxg towards us, with meafured paces, and ani- 
mated gcfturcsu The laoon (hone very bright, and we had a full 
view of diem, firom their ewtcring the gate of our ftreet, until 
they reached ourhoufe. Here tjiey flopped, and fpreading them* 
fetves in a circle before the door, renewed the dance and fong 
with infinite fpirit, and rccriled to our mind^ the pi£lure which • 
is fo fully given of thefe dancing females in holy writ. After 
tiauey had fa^ysoored us a i^w JcniiMites with their livdy perform* 
mnoe, ihey nkQvpd x>n to the 'hakeem's houfe, and ferenading 
lum with $m air or two, this joyous band quitted our quarter, 
and w;enlu as tbc dying &tuiid$ informed us, to awaken the other 
ilumberefs of the town^ to inelody and joy ! Tbefe are certainly 
^e delcendanta oE the women of Ifrael, whofe beauty and fkill 
^ddened the heart .of the fapient king. The dancing girls of 
India are not to be fpd^en of at the fame time : they are but an 
illegitimate race, were their excellencies to bt compared with thofe 
of the nymphs of the Nile* Had thefe figures prefented thcmr 
feives to me in a vifion, 1 fhould have concluded that they were 
the £air inhabitants of our maniion, who were come to demand 
the reilitution of liieir late poiTeflions 1 

THURSDAY, 14th August. 

We were impatient to know the caufe of the agreeable AiC- 
turbance we met with lafl night, and learnt from one of ,our 
guard, that the dancing girls obferve the ceremqny we were wit- 
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iiefs to, on the firft vifible rife of the Nile. It feems that they 
took our houfe in their way to the river, where they went down 
to bathe at that late hour, and to ling the prdfes of the benevo- 
lent Power, who yearly diftributes his waters to fupply the necef- 
fities of the native. 

It is defigned, to all appearance, that we (hall meet with no 
friends in this inhofpitable region, or immediately lofe the pro- 
teflion of thofe who have difplayed a ray of humanity for us. 
We were but this morning congratulating ourfelves, on having 
fallen into the hands of a good man, who has not only refcued 
us from the houfe of a villain, but has even flieltered us under 
his own roof. He had yefterday admired a couple of carpets be- 
longing to Mr. Hammond and me. We had fent them to 
him after breakfafl:, when he paid us a vilit to thank us for our 
attention. He came efcorted by a large train, little dreaming 
how fhortly his glories would fet, which now (hone forth in 
meridian luftre. The change in his fortune was annoimced to us 
about five o'clock in the afternoon, when feveral ftrange fervants 
came to our houfe. Their errand was to advife us of the ap- 
proach of a new hakeem, who was fent by the fliaik to difplacc 
our friend, and meant to take up his quarters for the night, in 
the back part of our habitation. While we were forming conjec- 
tures on this fudden event, feveral of the principal merchants of 
the town vifited us, to confirm the news. They aflured us, that 
the ftiaik had particularly charged this new officer with our 
affairs, and had.difmiffed the old hakeem from his employment, 
fdr having fufFered European travellers to be plundered, and de- 
tained within his jurifdidtion. In our own minds, we would 
readily have difpenfed with this feverity, to a man who had 
rendered us the moft material fervices. Moreover, we could not 
but fufpeft, that the intereft of the vizier, and others who had 
benefited by our arrival, had prevailed againft the more honeft 
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charafter that had exerted itfelf in our behalf. This refleftioit 
wounded us deeply, as the truth of it might reduce us to our 
former defperate fituation, Confidering the bad treatment we had 
met with, it is not ftrange that we fhould be jealous of any inno*- 
vation in the prote6tion which had been lately extended to us ; 
and, in our experience of this tribe, that we fhould doubt of 
finding a fecoiid man of moderation among the officers of go- « 
vernment. 

About fun-fet the new hakeem arrived, and fent us word that 
he was ready to receive us. This is the firfl vifit we had paid to 
another. We foimd him feated upon a carpet on the back ter- 
race, virith a crowd of people about him. He is an elderly man, 
tall, thin> and of a mean appearance; diflant in his behavior, 
and feemijagly full of his own confequence. This may poffibly 
arife from the lownefs of his origin,, which is that of an Abyf- 
iinian flave. His deportment was fo different from that which 
diflinguifhed his predeceflbr in office, that we could not but look 
upon him as an arrogant upftart, who promifed to abufe the fa- 
vor of his lord. He condefcended, however, to tell us, with a 
iinile,. that his mafler had recommended us to his good offices, 
and had diredled that the flriftefl juflice fhould be rendered to 
us. While we flaid, a number of perfons came to pay their 
compliments to him, among which was Sauker, one of the raf^ 
cals who had affifled the two brothers to pillage our baggage. 
By this eflfrontery he perhaps expefts to efcape fufpicion ; and 
to intimidate us by his prefence, from bringing a charge againft 
him. We foon retired to our apartment, and found that the 
vizier, among others, made his court to this new magiftrate. 
Nothing can be. a more, diredt implication of the arbitrary go- 
vernment we are under, than the promotion of this Abylfinian 
.to one of its firfl dignities. When Charles of Sweden, the mod 
defpotic monarch of his age, wrote to the fenate.of Stockholm, 
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thM be woixld fend his jack^boot to pr^ide ovtr .tlhem ; ungrate^ 
ful as tbc idea was, it furely was lefs hniniUating, than if be bad 
threatened to difpatch a Turkifh flave from Bender for that pur- 
pofe. And yet we were now witne& to the univerfal homage that 
may be p^d to fuch a chara6ter. The faddennels of his arrival, 
and the refpefl which he commands, no doubt befpeak, that he 
is charged with fome important bufine&; but we fhould be 
pleafed to depart, without waiting the iffue of his errand, though 
it prove to be the reftitution of our loffes. The fhaik, it feems, is 
but a day's journey hence : but we fear we ftiall be ncceflitated to 
wait his arriva}, which the critkol fufcnatioa of his affairs ftiH 
renders uncertain. 

We have tiot feen our old friend iince his diigrace, but we ient 
Ibrahim to make him our acknowled^ents and good wi(hes. He 
feemed much flattered with a mark of , attention, fo new to a perf<m 
in his condition ; and returned us affurances, that he will repre*- 
fent our flory in its true colors to the fhaik, for whofe court he is 
to fet off to-morrow or next day. This kind interpoiition may 
ferve to advance our fuit ; and wc underftand that we (hall then 
get rid of the company of our new gueft, who goes into the 
houie of his predeceffor, on the latter's departure. His fervants 
let off fome paltry fire-works at night behind the houfe, for 
which they demanded a gratification . They were cunning enough 
to call that a compliment to us, which was more likely intended 
for their mailer ; and we were glad to be releafed from their 
- impertinence, art the expence of a few filver pieces, of fhe value 
of a penny apiece. 

FRIDAY, 15th August. 

We do not find that we are likely to be as loon quit of our 
gueft^ as we at firft expedled. There is no talk of his moving 
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(his morning, and as it appears to depend upon the departure of 
his predeceflbr, we may have the pleafure of his company for 
fome days longer. This is a fad reftraint upon us, who are 
confined to the front of the houfe, which confifts of two fmall 
apartments for ourfHves, and one, more roomy, for our fer- 
vants. Nor are we free from apprehenfions, left fome difcovery 
(hould be made to our difadvantage. The hakeem's fervants are 
continually mingling with ours, and may draw inferences of our 
abounding with mcmey from our manner of living, if not from 
the imprudence of our people, whofe fimplicity. may betray us, 
notwithflanding the cautions we have given them on this head. 

Juft as we had dined, an order came from the hakeem to clear 
the room which our fervants were in, for the reception of fome 
travellers. This, at the time, was a very difagreeable command 
to us, though it may turn out as much to our benefit, as any thing 
which has occurred fince our arrival here. Tlie travellers prove 
to be a company of Turks, on their return to Cairo, from an ex- 
curfion into this country. There is a man of confequence among 
them, who, on notice of our being here, immediately fent fome 
of his attendants to enquire into our bufinefs in this quarter. It 
may be fuppofed that we were very particular in the narration of 
our troubles, and the ill ufage we had met with. The politenefs 
and humanity of thefe Turks were very ftriking to us, who had fo 
long experienced nothing but rudenefs and barbarity from the hu- 
man race. They regretted the impoffibility of having our com- 
pany on the road, without the permifllon of the Shaik Ul Arab ; 
and were hurt at the thoughts of leaving us among a people, whom 
they feemed to have no opinion of.' But they promifed to repre- 
fent our cafe to the bey of Cairo, and to exert all their intereft with 
him to demand our releafe from the fhaik. They acknowledged, 
however, that the reafons for detaining us until the fhaik's arrival, 
may be very good, as the river is at prefent fo infefted with pirates, 
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• that they are obliged themfelvw to go by land toCairo, There b 
H Chriftian among them, who has charged hbnfelf with a third 
letter, whicli we have addiefled to Mr. Baldwin from this aty. 
He is a confidential domeftic, and, by his influence, has prevailed 
upon the Turk his mafter, to write to the ihaik in our behalf, to 
ftate our uncomfortable conditioa, and to advife him to difpatch 
us forthwith to Cairo, as we are content to leave tiic panifhment 
pf our oppreflbrs to his difcrction. Heaven knows what eflfed: 
ithis kind mediation may have with the ihaik ; but we have long 
iqfpefled that our releafe can only be accomplifhed £rom Cairo i 
and are flocking ourfelves with a fund of patience to fupport 
us in the tedious interval. The journey by land, we are told, is 
from ten to twelve days, and the Turks propofe to fet off at day* 
break. Allowing, therefore, three days for obtaining an order 
from the bey in our favor, three weeks at leaft muft elapfe, be* 
ibre the return of the anfwer which is to fet us at liberty. But 
Hope, the deceiver Hope I fometimes whirrs better things in 
our ears ; and as we are importunate in our defires to be fent 
away, we are inclined to exped the ihaik will not detsdn us after 
bis arrival at Ghinnah. 

SATtTRDAY, i6th August. 

. The Turks have deferred their departure until night, which, 
on account of our reliance on their good ofHces at Cairo, and 
their delivery of our letter, has given us more vexation thian the 
matter may dcferve. The itch of avarice appears to have infe£t* 
ed the ma& of the people we are aoKmg, from the higheft to the 
loweil:. The new hakeem, though an Abailee, and a ikve to the 
Chaik, cannot reitft the diieafe, and is already fingering, in idea, 
the gold and valuables which he conceives us to poiSeis« He fent 
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fbrlBrahIm rt mJdftrght, and qucftioncd himclofely toucRing; 
our circumftancfcs, and the prefents we made to his predeceffor : 
and, laftly, if we had any offering left for himfclf, Ibrahim, in 
conformity to his inftru^ions/ reprefented the poverty we were 
reduced to, aad which utterly difabled us from tendering any 
thing woithf the hakcwn's accepfwice. He difclaimed all knovr^ 
ledge of our havJc^ given eidier rtioney or goods to the quondofH 
hakeem, thou]g^ he found that this man had got an item of the 
removal of our carptts*^ It is a bitter comfort to us to obfcrve,r 
that the nraa who was, fent dowft by the (haik to pi-otcft us, fhould 
be the &fl to. attempt our propeity. The fubftance of this mer- 
cenary interview we received from Ibrahim> while we were at 
bceakialt.. 

, We had vi&ts to-day from fevcral of the Turkifh gentlemen^ 
who are in the fiiite 6f the grandee. They repeated their tenders 
^f fcuvicc an their arrival at Cairo. A very fine? Georgian boy is 
ia the train, whofe l>cautiful featiii-es and fair Complexion eafily 
diftinguifh hfmfirom the Turks* He is a flave, and,, we under^ 
ftand,. is in high favoif with lus maften 

As the hafceem had cdbred in tiie libeity of gping abroad, when* 
«er we pleaftd tx) apply to him for a fervant to protect us, at five 
e'cloek Mr-Hammoajd, who was now equipped with acloak, ac- 
eompanied by myfelf, Ibrahim, and the hakeem's fervant, fallied. 
fordit. Wc diFciftcd our Ifceps to the bazar, or mark^trplajcQ, 
aqd entered ^ caravaaifei'a, wiiich atttafted' our curiofiiy, Thefe 
buildings are. reccptades for travellers, and are either erefted at 
the public expence, or by the donations of private people. The 
one we faw was a very large ftruflure. ^s entrance was through 
a ftone gateway, 'which led into a fquare court, furrounded by 
apafftflienfei <?f two ftpriw. The ground-floor was open in front, 
and thrciWii upon arches^ and divided into different rooms, by a 
h*llifti!ftde of ftone* , The hacH jpart wap clofed, and apprc^rir 
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"ated for warehoufes for the merchant. Beneath one of theft 
arches we found a Turk fitting, whom we had left at Yambo, 
and who had once put it into our heads to come by this inaufpi- 
cious route to Cairo. We immediately recognized one another, 
and were very hearty in our congratulations on this unexpected 
meeting. He took us into his apartment, and placing coflFee 
before us, very kindly condoled with us on our misfortunes, which 
had reached his ears. We find that he remains here, on account 
of the dangers on the river. After prefling this Turk to vifit us 
frequently, we took our leave, and walked without any interrup- 
tion to the river. Here we went on board a boat, which waits 
for a lading of coflfee for the Cairo market. This boat is one of 
the moft convenient I ever faw. She has two cabbins, befides an 
awning of matts, that extends to her main-mail. The roof is high, 
and, with the fides, handfomely carved and painted. We were 
politely received by the nokidab, who faid he hoped for our com- 
pany to Cairo. We (hould rejoice much to be accommodated in 
t-his manner in our voyage down the Nile. It was from this boat 
that the view of Ghinnah, which is annexed, was taken. At fun- 
fet we returned home, and found our good friends the Turks were 
preparing to decamp. At nine o'clock they mounted thdr camels 
to the number of twenty, well armed, and went oflF with the benefit 
of a fine moon, which renders travelling at night very delightful 
in thefe ferene climates. The chief of the Turks rode on a fine 
dun camel, and was followed on another by the fprightly Georgi- 
an, well accoutered with a fcimitar and a matchlock. 

SUNDAY, 17th August* 

The hakeem has a6lually fixed his refidence at our houfc, and 
means, we fuppofe, to take good care of us and our baggage* 
When tho'Turks went away, he took poiieflion himfelf of their 
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apartment, which was before occupied by our fervants. We are 
riowreducal to an uncomfortable fituation, and cannot enjoy a 
moment's privacy, but during the hours of meals and repofe. But 
we are determined to fuffer no further inconvenience from the vi- 
cinity of the hakeem. We have accordingly dirofled our fcrvants 
to take up their lodgings at night on the terrace which extends 
itfelf over our apartments, and which we often afcend in the 
evening, to obtain a view of the country. 
^ We were furpriafed with an early vifit jfrom the Turk, whom- we 
had encountered at the caravanfer a yefterday, and Weremuch^leaf- 
cd witii this mark of his attention . He now gave us the particulars 
of fome tranfaftions at Yambo, which nearly concerned us^ and 
which proved very fatisfaftory, in refpeft to the meafures which 
we had taken with Lt. ♦ * *. The reader will remember our fepa- 
ratibn in the Red-fea, and the melancholy circumftances which 
reduced us to the neceffity of returning him to Yambo, .on a boat 
bound to that port. On his arrival at Vsunboi it iappears, that 
his mirfncfs broke out with more violence than ever. Inftead of 
waiting for the boat's coming to an anchor, he jumped over- 
board at the entrance of the harbor, - and fwam to the beach be- 
low the town ; and would have made his way into the country, 
had he riot been purfued by fome of the mariners, who overtook 
him, arid carried him before the vizier of Yambo. This'was the 
fecond time he had been brought to this mihifter in this exttaordi-. 
nary msainer, and within the compafs of a few day«. His mif- 
fortune had been more than fufpefted oh the fbrn|fjjjiccafi6fi;i 
but it was now communicated to the minifter by the nokidah of 
the boat, who was charged with our meflage, to requeft- that 
Lt. * * * might be fent on the firft veffel to Judda. On his. com* 
ing into the vizier-s prefence, he gravely demanded to be made a 
Muflulman, arid to be entertaihed in the fervice of the xerif. This 
jFcqu^^ luckily could not be complied with, by the Mahometan 
: :/ law, 
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law, which does not admit of converts, who are deprived of the fe- 
fulty to judge between right and wrong. Neither does it now cf. 
tablifli its faith by the means of the fword. So different arc the 
principles of the fame fe6k, when the flame of blind zeal has abat- 
ed of Its ardor. It happens, however, that the unhappy victims of 
madne& meet with an attention in this coyntry, that knot paid* 
to rational beings. They are confidered as inipired, bccaufe hur- 
ried beyond the precincts of reafon j and thot^h they Aill ierve as 
a butt of ridicule to the fhafts of the vulgar, they are fecured by 
their iituation from the (badow of an injury. On this pciiscip^ 
the vizier zdxd. From his own wardrobe he gave the turbattuid 
/Arabian drefe to our unfortunate companioo, tohomor his fnxtzy, 
and f^t him fafely to Judda,, full of the idea of hanring be- 
come ^_ foUonrer of Mahomet* Poor you^ \ to what joy aal fii* 
^sfa£don wilt thou hereafter awake» Ihould it pleafe God tx> reftore 
thee to thy fen£». What will ^y fenfatioos be» to coniider tha 
|aft as no more than a dream; to reflet on the dangerous ab^cfb. 
U^ tlipu haft efcaped, by tbe i^terpctfixion of the DiviiK hseoA ! It 
muft occDT ta every humane mind, that the.new$ q£ hi» iafety va». 
^ moft pleafiog mu£c Xq our eais. Drivoa by ftem neceflity to^ 
a fepasatjoa with himy. when Im condition wa» truly deploraUe,. 
we cwdd 9Pt but admire at the ha|^ turn which matters had 
teiken. We had a<aed fyr the beft in fending Ltv * « « back ta 
Jndda;; and could not bvt choice at the ijjtelligence which, now 
reached us,, of hi» being gone tliither under proper pixstc^n^ 
Had he le& fortunately remained with U9 j, had he beea expofcd 
to a month^s fun in an opeaboat ; had he vifited the coafls of 
]^gypt ;. toiled witbi die cara\ian over the de&rti» aad exporiehcfii 
^ oppreffioa we have met wit;h at Ghinn^h, it if impolHble that 
his intelleiSls^ could have widiftood t^ complicated ihodc, and a. 
fipn%med ma4nef<(» or perhaps de^, would h^veenfued ! Where- 
at on^ good confequence is to^be exg^ed frpm the ftep we: 
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took ; every affiftance will be given him by the furgeon tff tht 
Swallow floop, which was luckily at Juddaj and we can pro- 
mife ourfelves tjiat he was hofpitably received by our friend Cap* 
tain Bacon^ and even accommodated with a pailage to Bombay^ 
(hould the Adventure be bound to that port*. We alfo learn 
from this Turk, that the nokidah of our boat was more to blame 
than the vizier <rf Yambo, that we did not attempt t6 get to Suea* 
He virent to the vizier while we were at anchor at the mouth of the 
harbor, and told him that he could reach no port but Goitre ! 

In the evening the major (allied out in an Arabian drefs^ 
which he made here, accompanied by Ibrahim and our uiuat 
guard. He returned with two Chri^an merdiants, whom he 
had got acquainted with. They are per^s of credit here, 
and very civilly invited us to repay their vifit. 

MONDAY, tSth August* 

We were difturbed at midnight by a knocking at the door, 
which [MToved to be the hakeem and Ibrahim, whom he had Called 
up to attend him. This was the firil viilt he bad paid us^ and was* 
as difagreeable as unexpected. We at once gueflbi the purport of 
it» He is a plain man, and did not nk much ceremony in mtro<^ 
ducing what he had fb much at heart. But we were at a lofs 
what to offer him, that could be acceptable. Money he pre- 
tended to decline taking, and we, with equal artifice, pretended 
that we had none. There were two fcti of filver buttons, and* 
two filver chains, which belonged to the regimentals and fwords 
of the major^ and which had efcaped pillage. Thefe we produ- 
ced, as the only remains of our goods which were of value ;^- 

* The hununereader will rejoice with us, to know, that our deitgnsTcfpe^ngour 
unfortunate companion were fully anfwered. That he found Captiain Bacon at 
Judda, and returned iivthe AdvcRture to Bombay^ recovered of his frenzy. 
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though we prortifcd to acknawlcdge his fcfviccs in a better 
manner from Cairo, fliould he procure an order from the fhaik 
for our immediate departure. The weight of thefe toys attracted 
his notice, though he did not feem to admire their workman- 
fliip, which was none of the heft. He however put them into 
his bo£bm, and deitred to look at fome of our cloaths. But 
fo particular was this fellow, that he could not be prevaifcd 
upon to peep kito our trunks ; and fb fi:rupuk)us, that he would 
not receive a (ingle thing, until we put it into his hands. A pretty 
falvo truly, for his confcience, which grafped at all in our pof- 
feflion 1 Beiides the iilver articles, he carried away three broad- 
cloth coats of different colors, and two iilk tambour waiftcoats— ^ 
for the purpole, we imagine, of covering his pipes, and the fcab« 
bards of his fwords-r-and half a dozea cambric handkerchiefs fos 
his own ufe. In confideration of this prefent, he has undertaken 
to write to his mafter, for permiifion to fend us away by land^ 
which is the only fafe track at prefent. It is not without extreme 
compun^on that we forego the eafe and* pleafure of a voyage 
down the Nile, to encounter the hardfhips and dangers of the 
defart. But wc forefee no end to our detention here, while we 
depend upon the river for a conveyance > and readily acquiefced 
in the hakeem's propofal, who about one o'clock left us to finiih 
our repofe^ 

Before we were up we had a vifit from the friendly Chriftians^ 
who brought us a prefent of fine milk, and made us an hearty 
tender of their fervices during our ftay here. There is an honeft 
fimplicity in thefe men, that affords us infinite fatisfadtion ; and 
we fuppofe it was the appirehenfion c^ immediate danger to them- 
felves, which with-held their gpod ofikes^ when we ftood fo 
much ipore ia need of themu 

Behold the juftice of divine Providence 1 which often punifhea 
the iniquities of mankind, by their very accomplices in guilt. A 
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«tribution the mdre dr^dftii/as thfe villain who brcakft through 
^v6ry tie himfelf which links man to man, is not yet fo hardened 
as to be proof to a breach of confidence in another. The blow 
which is given by the public executioner, is weak, when com- 
pared to that which comes from the hand of a friend.. There is 
intelligence juft arrived from Cofire, that the merchant Maho- 
met, who invited us to his houfe to plunder us, and who had re- 
turned in the laft caravan to that place, is fo defperately wounded, 
that his life is defpaired of. The quai'rel arofe between him and 
fome of his confederates, touching the divifion of our fpoils. 
His brother Ally and his father were this day examined before 
the hakeem, on the fubjeft of their ill ufage of us. The refult 
we have not learnt -, but it cannot be very dangerous to them, as 
we find Ally has obtained leave to attend his dying brother. 

In the afternoon the hakeem, and two merchants of the town 
in the confidence of the fhaik, came to our apartment to take a 
lift of the things we have loft. This they advife one of us to carry 
to the fliaik, and to make him a formal tender of the whole. This 
errand would be readily adopted by us, had we any thing fit to 
prefent to him, agreeably to the Eaftern cuftom. Thefe people 
looked into our trunks for this purpofe ; but finding us bare of 
valuables, they gave us hopes of being diipatched without paying 
this great vifit. 

TUESDAY, 19th August, ' 

Some further particulars relative to the misfortune of Maho- 
met, were communicated to us this morning. We learn, to 
our furprizc, that the young fliaik of Cofire, and the foldier 
who ftole the major's fword, were the principals in the affault. 
They went in company with Mahomet to Cofire, and were 
conftantly foliciting of him a proportion of the money which 
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he had obtained from us. This he had the impradence to de- 
cline ; and on their finding he was deaf to their arguments, they 
one day took an opportunity to feduce him from the caravan, 
and attacking him jointly, they cut him defperately with their 
(words. There is no doubt but he defended himfelf manfully ; 
but his llrength and refolution could not avail him againft this 
cowardly proceeding. The aflaflins have efcaped to Cofire, but 
the folcUer's relations, who live here, have been feized by the or- 
der of the government. In cafe of Mahomet's death, however, 
we find a pecuniary muld will preferve the murderers from the 
punifhment due to their crimes. 

This ftory affords a truer picture of the difpofitions and man^ 
ners of the Arabs, than volumes could portray on fuch a fubje^. 
We reflect with horror, <m the connexion which fubfifted be- 
tween us and the dehnquents in queftion ; and confider our ef- 
cape from them, as altogether unexamined and miraculous. It 
is now j^ain that they could meditate the plunder of our bag- 
gage ; and we might have fallen a facrifice in the defart, with 
much lefs danger to them, than the deceaied Mahomet, whofe 
family will exa£t revenge. 

We had another vifit from our Turldfli acqumntance at the ca- 
ravaniera. From him we have obtained a very extraordinary and 
alarming piece of intelligence. Since our arrival here, we had 
received confufed accounts of Ibrahim Beg's abfence from Cairo ; 
but we could never get to the bottom of the ftory. It now ap- 
pears, that for this month paft^ Egypt has been the feat of a bloody 
and obftinate civil war. Ifmaul B^ took on him to afTuxne the 
government of Cairo, by the connivance of the Porte ; but the 
late Bey Ibrahim difputed the ufuipation> and appeared in 
arms to maintain his own tittle. The matter was conteiled 
in a delperate battle without the walls of Cairo, and ended in 
the defeat of Ibrahim Beg, who retired up the NUe, and is 
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now in ft ppovince not three days march from this place. In- 
ftead of pirates infefting the river, we underftand, that the danger 
arifes from the fbldiers of Ibrahim Beg, who are railing contri- 
butions upon it. The Turk tells us, that the galGes which fell 
down hence fome days ago, were commanded by Muftapha Beg, 
who is in the intereft of the depofed Ibrahim, and is gone to 
join him. But it is not poffible, that the fugitive chiefs can 
long withftand their fuccefsful opponent ; whofe army is already 
ftrengdiened by a large detachment of the Grand Signior's forces. 
We underftand too, that the Shaik Ul Arab has acknowledged 
Ifmaui Beg, which accounts for the bad charafter that was given 
us here of the Bamite people, who are of the other party. It 
alfo ftrikes us forcibly, that the letters which we produced for 
Ibrahim B^, were one caufe of the ill treatment we experienced 
from the vixier and his aiTociates* The ihaik was out of reach 
of our complaints, and Ibrahim Beg, our only friend befide, not 
in a fituation to redrefs them. We had a contrary idea v/hen 
we bcMfted of thcfe letters ; and muft acknowledge the uncer^ 
t^ty of human conjecture, which errs in matters apparently the 
moft obvious. 

This fudden revolution creates no furprize in a country un* 
fettled in its government, and divided by the jarring interefts of a 
number of petty prince. But to us it is a matter of ferious re^ 
flefldon. We hear, indeed, that the European fadwries are un* 
difturbed at Cairo* But Jiow far the influence of Mr. Baldwin 
will prevail ,with the new bey, or how we (hall reach the capital, 
through the difbrders of a coimtry, ^tated by oppoiing fac« 
lions, and laid wafte by the fword of rebellion, we are. at a lofs 
to determine. Danger befets us on every fide. Public commo- 
tions are imited to private perfccutions, to ccnnpleat our diftrefs ^ 
and the inoft alarming drcumftance of our affairs feems to be^ 
that we are at the merc^ of two fimple though boneft iMuiiilmen^ 
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our domeftics. They hive hithetto preferved their fideUty ta 
us ; but fuch is the frailty of human nature, that a long refi* 
dence here may have a bad; efFeft on their morals ; expofed aa 
they arc to the artifices, and oblig:ed as they aire to mingle in the 
focicty of this fraudulent tribe^ 

W E D N E S D A Y, 20th August. 

. Wc had an early vifit from the hakeem this naoming, who 
brought us a plate erf raifins of the fun, which are produced in 
Lower Egypt. He came, feemingly full of the icheme of one 
of us going to the (haik, and proppfed fending a boat up to-day 
on this fervice. We readily fell into this meafure, which,, 
notwithftanding the obje6lions that were made to it yefterday^ 
I have long confidered as abfoluteiy neceflary to our immediate 
releafe. Little can be done with the minifters of Eaftern princes, 
whofe hands are tied by the awe. which they ftand in of their 
mafters,. or whofe minds are fo habituated to the receipt of pre- 
fents, that nothing fhort of the whole fubftance of the peti- 
tioner, can fatisfy their avarice. I made a tender of my fervicea 
on this occafion; not more from a principle of curiofity, than a 
defire of battening our departure ; and was happy to find that 
they were accepted of by my companions. 
- In the afternoon we had a vifit from the quondam hakeem,, 
whofe advice v/e have conftantly folicited fince his difgrace. As 
he can now have no fclfifli intereft in our concerns, we are in- 
clined to place more confidence in him, than whea we were at 
his difcretion. He has hufinels with the Ihaik, and has kindly 
promi&d to accompany me on this embaflfy. He is well ac- 
quainted with o\M ftory, and if he is as much our friend as we 
take him to be, he may quicken the difpatch of our bufinefs, by 
4 candid reprtfeotation of fa6ts. He tells us, that the place of 
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the ftiaik^s prefcnt refidencc, called Ghofei is but feven or eight 
hours journey by water, and that we Ihall be abfent but two 
days from hence.; 

, The day pafled away without another meflage from the ha- 
k«m, or any preparation for my journey. 

THURSDAY, 2ift August. 

There is no end to the prevarication of thefe people. The 
more earneft we are to go in perfon to the fhaik, the lefs willing: - 
tiiey are to admit of it ; and it is likely, after all, that we {hall 
be juft where we were before the new hakeem arrived. He told 
Ibrahim this morning, that he was looking out for a boat to 
ccttivey me to the fhaik, but it was uncertain when he fhould 
procure one. This excufoi from a man who can certainly com* 
xpand every boat belongng to Ghinnah, is next to. waving the 
vifit altogether. 

' A funeral proceffion pafled our houie about noon, which was- 
very foleron and numerous. The corpfewas preceded by troops oif 
women, who went vaikd, and at certain intervals, uttered a choral 
gry, whicli was accompanied by exprelfive adlion. The coffin 
was home by fome of the friends of the deceafed, and feveral 
little flags of different colors were carried around it. ^ A body of 
priefls clofed the proceffion, who recited aloud pafTagps from the 
AlcoJcan> as they walked along. MufTulmen never negledl to 
fhew their fenfe of thefe fights; and perhaps it would prove of 
BO detriment to Chriflians,, to imbibe fome of their cufloms on 
thefe occafions. There was an Arabian merchant on a vifit to 
us^ wjien the funeral went by ; and though . in company with 
flranger,s> he was not afhamed to run to the window, and to join 
audiblyin the devotions pf.the train. It is true,, that the ob^ 
fervance of thefe .forms, makes not the Arabs better membsrst 
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of foekty J fliiit it neither cheeks their propenfitf to ftaud, nor 
ihftils ofte bertdvolent idea into their brcafts, tov^rards the votaries 
of a different perfuafion. But ftili it throws a decency into 
their difcourfe, a fobriety into their manners^ which is very per- 
fuafive. They poflefs, what may be called^ the graces of reli- 
gion, which would better adorn a good Chriftian, whofe temper 
is charitable, and whofe heart unknowing of deceit ! 

Juft as we fate down to dinner, the hakeem fent for Ibrahim, 
and told him, that he expe^cd an anfwer from the fliaik to- 
day or to-morrow, which, perhaps, would faVe me the trouble of 
waiting on him. This is what we dreaded ; but I fear, there is 
no rebelling agiunft this man's will ; and we rouft endeavor 
fome way or other to fix him in out intercft* In the evening 
Mr. Hammond and I went to the caravanfera^ to pay our com* 
laments to our Torkilh acquaintance* He received us with his 
ufual civility. The chance of pioceeding to Cairo by the Nile^ 
Teems to be much againft us, on account of the difturiaances* 
We (houid, tfierefore, be very hs^py in the Turk's company in 
our journey by land, as liis knowledge of the language and 
cuf^oms of the country, would be a great defence to us againft 
the inconveniences of the road. His drcumAances, however, 
will by no means aiFord the expence of five cameb, which the 
coffee he has would require; and he is content to wait the 
iffue of the difputes upon the river. We could not converge on 
fb delicate a fubjed in a public place, and lurre tberefbre defined 
the favor of his company in the morning, when we Ihall pro*- 
pofe to pay for his ounel-hire, fliould he oonfent tD make one 
of our party* This is to be kept a profound fecrct. Though 
fifty dollars can be no obje£t to us, when compared to the fer- 
vices we are likely to reap from his prefence, we muft, at all 
events, conceal a circumflance from die hakeem, wluch would 
fnfikiently denote the llrength of our xefburtes. 
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As vfe were gobg to bed, we had a vifit firam th^ hakeem, 
Mrho is very myfterioxiB in his houn of communicating with us^ 
To our great joy, he did«ot touch on the ufu4 ftiing of j^refcnt^i 
bdt came^ as he (aid, to fatiisfy our minds of his intentions to 
iend us under a fafe condud to Cairo^ when he received tlie 
fhaik's fanftion for fuch a ftep. 

FRIDAY, 22d August. . 

The hakeem fent for Ibrahim at day-break, and fotmded him 
rcipefting the vabiables in our poffeffion, which might be worth 
his acceptance. Wc have aheady promifed to fend him a rem^ 
nant of hroad-cloth> and £>iAe India goods, on our arrival at 
Cairo, by the return of tlie guard which he is to give us for our 
protoSkion. But the native di^ofidon o{ thcfe people renders 
ifaem fii^xLcious of die profeOions of others. He, who does not 
hdd him&lf hound by a promife, will not grire another credit 
fyr the performanos of one, wluch may be brok^ with im^ 
punity« The hakeem, therefore, wants to abfcdve us of this 
diftant obligation, provided we come down immediately with 
ibmething of equal value. Generous man ! how he confults the 
interefts of men icnmediatdy under his prote£Hon ! What lub- 
mane ^ideayors he daily exerts to render juilice to diftrefled 
ihangers^ whom he came here profeflfedly to confole and to re<^ 
iievel TWo of the gang who were leagued againii us, have been 
twice brought before him. The vizier has been as often fum- 
moned to his tribunal* Examinations have been taken of the 
fads; but as the accufers and the culprits have never been 
brought together, nothing is likely to enfue from this extraordit- 
nary mode of trial, that can tend to the recovery of our property, or 
the punishment of the oflfendei's^ Smaller crimes, however, are 
correficd with feverity^ when they are offered t^ MuflTuImen ^ 
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an inftance of whkh CK:curred to-day before oiir door, r A Chrif- 
4ian and an Arabian were convicted before the hakeem, of fteal* 
ing a fmall quantity of filver plate from a caravanfera. This 
aft of delinquency was punifhed by a fevere baftinado on. the 
ibles of the feet, which we underftand is the general method of 
corre6Uon. ; 

This being the Mahometan fabbath, the hakeem went in great 
flate to the mofque. But the furniture of his horfe was not of a 
piece with the difplay he meant to make. It was very antique, 
and cohfiderably the worfc for wear. Neither did his beaft do 
much credit to his keeping. The horfes in Upper Egypt feem 
to labour in common under this negleft. They are very 
fprightly animals, though of a frtiall fize ; and yet they cut no 
figure, where com and fugar-canes are in great plenty; which 
muft be attributed either to the unfkilfiilnefs of the groom, or 
the penury of the owner. Indeed, provifions of all kinds are fo 
cheap in this country, that the natives live well, for little or no- 
thing. We, who neceffarily pay for things at double rates, pro- 
vide for a family of ten or twelve people, at the moderate expencc 
of one dollar and a half, or feven (hillings per diem. In this are 
included fruits of various kinds, of which we eat fo heartily, 
^at they often conftitute a quarter part of the coft. Bread is at 
leaft thrice as cheap as in England, and fine mutton fells ufually 
at two pence per pound. But what avails the plenty that reigns 
here, when freedom has fled the land, and taken up her abode in 
northern climes ? Infecure in the enjoyment of their property, 
which is the fport of every inteftine commotion, the natives ra- 
ther drawl out a life of uncertain tenure, than exift with the fpi- 
lit of human creatures. 

A fervant belonging to our houfe brought me a piece of cop- 
per money, which I immediately knew to be Roman. On 
my giving him a filver dewanny for it, value a halfpenny, he 
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pioduced three others^ all Roman coms^ and founds as he tells 
me, among fome ruins here. To fpur his aftivity in procuring 
me more^ I gave him two dewannies apiece for the reft, with which 
he Teemed much delighted. I can only regret the critical fitua- 
tion we are in, which pr^vente our beating up an ample fields 
that undoubtedly abounds in every ipecies (^antique rarities. 

SATURDAY, 23d August. 

The quond4im hakeem fent for Ibrahini early this morning, and 
propoffed my accompanying him to the (haik this evening. We 
very readily clofed with this fcheme, and fent our compliments 
to the hakeem, defiring his permiffion to go. This was a requeft 
which he could not flatly refufc ; but Ibrahim fays he appear- 
ed much chagrined that we would not truft to the letter he had 
fent, and to which lie daily expefted a favorable anfwer. We 
aref o tired out with evafions, that any ftate feems preferable to 
that we are in ; and I have accordingly prepared myfelf to em- 
bark with the quondam hakeem and Ibrahim for the Ihaik's court 
at fun-fet. 

While we were at breakfaft, we h^d a vifit from the Turk, who 
was accompanied by a friend that is likewife going to Cairo. He 
opened to us a defign which we much approved of, and doubt not 
to bring it to bear, in cafe of the fliaik's permiffion. Retells us 
there is a boat ready to fail for Cairo, on which we may embark 
at my return, provided we are willing to give their paflage to fome 
caniel-drivers, who are waiting for a conveyance to Cairo. He 
is acquainted with a company of thefe people, who want to tranf- 
port their coffee thither. They will fave us the expence of a 
guaf d, as every man carries a matchlock, and, in defence of his 
property, will form the beft prote6Hon we can defire for our boat. 
We efteem ourfdves very lucky in having found an advifer, whofe 
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intereft will prompt him to be fincere^ and whofe journey dcpendr 
upon our fuccefs, 

I had a meflage about eleven o'clock, to prepare for my voyage 
immediately after dinner. This meal is ferved up at noon in this, 
country, and we were in the height of it, when Ibrahim was fent 
for by the hakeem. We did. not like this fummons, and were the 
kfs furprized, when we learnt that the hakeem difTuaded us from, 
going to the fhaik^ This he did, under the pretence of the trouble- 
it would give me, and the little con(equence a vilit would be of,, 
tinfumifhed as we were, with a pKlent ta finooth the introduc- 
tion of our fuit. To this we replied, that nothing could be ac- 
counted a trouble which would effeft our departure ; and in re- 
Ipeft to the want of a prefent, the gentleman who went, propofed\ 
to lay the paper, which contained our loffes here, at the fhaik'^: 
feet; and to requeft him to recover the whole fon his own ufe; 
And that this could not be confidered as a trifling gift, which 
amounted at leafl: to 1,200 doUai^. But he was deaf to thefe ar— 
guments ; and at kngtii told us lie would write again by his pre- 
deceflbr in office^ nrging an- order for our fafe conduft to Cairo.- 
But that he could not admit of my vifiting the fhaik, and falling; 
into a thoufand difficulties, from- an inability to fatisfy the de- 
mands of the (haik's fecretaries and domeftics. There vras fome 
(hew of reafon in this remonftrance. We were well acquainted with* 
their craving difpofltion ; and. though we had money enough ta 
have fcattered among them, our fituation is fo precarious, that 
we dare not pretend to it. The faft is, we are in his power, and 
cannot aft ccmtrary to his inclination. We therefore fubmitted* 
with a good grace, and (ent Ibrahim to the quondam hakeemi to 
remind: him of our ftory^ and to befpeak his influence with the 
ihaik in our behalf. Ibrahim attended him to the boat, and 
brought us back aflurances of his utmoft fervices, which the poor, 
man delivered with tears in his eyes. This is tco uncommon an. 
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expref&on of fincerity among the Arabs, to make us fuipicious of 
its not coming from the heart ♦. ^"! , , , v . / 

We walked to the caravanfera in the evening, to acquaint the 
Turk of our difappointment, and to tender him camels for the / 
conveyance of his coflFee, fhould the fhaik think it fafer for us to ^, 
go by land. He received the offer with gratitude ; but ftill gives 
us hopes of hearing better news concerning the troubles on the 
river. 

SUNDAY, 24th AuGtJST. 

The Turk came to us this morning, with a face full of {bmc« 
thing important. After the firft cup of coffee, he delivered him- 
felf of his burthen, which was at all events to difTuade us from 
going by land. He told us, that he propofed fctting off in a few 
days for Jirje, to wait till the river was clear, and prefTed us much 
to accompany him. We were rather ftartled at this propofition, 
after what had pafTed between us the night before ; and, willing 
to know his fentiments fully on the matter, we repeated our in- 
tention to proceed by land, in cafe the palTage by the Nile fhould 
remain flill perilous. Now it was that we learnt the deQ)erate 
fituation we were reduced to. The dangers which encompafied us 
appeared in their proper colors, and required not the touches of 
art to give them a formidable appearance. Armies of contending 
parties obflrufted our progrefs by water ; and a band of robbers 
threatened to pUrfue our footfleps by land. In fhort, we difco- 
vered that this Turk was tender of the charaders of MufTulmen, 
until he began to fufpeft we fhould fuffer by their treachery. 
He therefore informed us in confidence, that we fhould be mad- 

♦ Thus were all my hopes of viewing the antiquities of Luxor and Thebes, dafli- • 
ed in a moment, by the caprice of a flave, who is become our matter, and detains 
*me from accompanying this Arab to the (haik, who is in that neighborhood. 
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men to tniftourfelvcs over the cie(krt$ of Thebais, when Ourde^ 
parture could not be kept a fecret. That^ allowing the hakeem to 
be fincere, and that he difpatched tis agreeably to the (haik-s or-^ 
der, there would not be wantiilg rogqcs in this town^ who, cott- 
fedent of our carrying away mbnfey and jewels with us^ would fe- 
crctly collet): thirty or forty li^t camels, and although we had 
got two days ftart of them^ might eafily overtsdce, plunder, and 
murder ou( whole body. To iUuftrate this obfervation,. hp rer 
fated to us a ftory of a Turkifli gentleman of his acquaintance^ 
who was treated in this manner about two years ago, ia a jour- 
ney from Cofire to Ghinnah, A report univerfally prevailed, as inr 
our cafe, that he was poffefled of gn^t wealth, and he w<a fol- 
lowed by a fdeO: band into the defart, and furprized while he wa^^ 
taking foio^ refrefhment beneath a thorn-tree. IBs party wag: 
too weak to refift the robbers j and the Turk was Ihot through 
the head at the firft onfet. This anecdote naturally led him to> 
reflcft on our late fituation, whieh had been fo iimilai* to the un-^ 
forttmate traveller's, and tacongratulate us on the iffue, which had 
been &) difierott. He was afcertained that the feme fate had been 
intended us, from which we had efcaped by a fingle interventioii* 
of Pisovidence. On the other hand, our friend pointed out the* 
probability of our fhunning:'tlK dangprs of the river,, by the tak* 
ing refuge in any town we might be near, on an alarm of enemies ; 
not to add the chance of fteeiing clear of them by night,, and our 
ability, in a ftout boat, to make a manful refiftiance againft an. 
hoftile attack* We were quickly convinced of the propriety of 
this advice ; audit is refolved th^t We. vmt f<Mr the (haik's anfwer 
refpefting our departure; Should it fo happen that he direft ouc 
being fcnt by land, we are to inform the hsdceem^ that we are con-- 
tent to run dl rilks by water, rather than encounter the fatigues 
of another camel-journey : And, moreover, Aat our purfes will 
not afford the expence of it. In the mean time,, the Turk is to fe- 
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€VtK a Boat, and to hoVl it in readihefs for us. This is a plan, 
which has been reared on the moft pkufible foundation, but, 
like thereft of our msj fchemes^ may be demolifhed by the changes 
©f the morrovr* 

I know not whether I (houM lammt or rej<rice at my not be-* 
ing -pcfdk&A of iik true fpirit of virtif^ which, overlooking all 
dbftacles and perils^ leads the pofl&flSnrto* hazard every thing for 
4he aequifition of an antique medal or ieal* Were I one of the 
numbed whom Pope fays, *' fighs for an. Otho, and neglefts his 
bride," I might indeed add to the lift of the curibfities whicb I 
fi^ave picked up, but at the himt time endanger our very liberties^ 
by a ihew of enquiry into the finalleft matters. To procure thefe 
reliques, money muff be produced, the mere rumor of whicli 
fi^glA awaken the avaiice of the people, at whofe diTpofal we 
fie. Thefe re^bfliom were fuggefted by a prefent, which I re- 
ceived this evening from one of the Chriftians,. of feais,- taken 
up both here and at antient T&ebes. The imprefJions, it muft 
t)e confeft,. difcover no great elegance in the engraving. But their 
antiquity is not to be doubted, from, the remotenefe of thequar-^ 
ter in which they were found*. 

MONDAY,, 25th August. 

Kews is at length co-nved of the death of the merchant Maho^ 
met at Cofife. The perfbna who communicated it to us, had 
the confidenee to warn us of going abroad immediately^ left the 
relations of the deceafedfhouldrevengethemfelves upon us, whole 
money ^hey confider to have been the caufe of his murder. A 
pretty infeirenee, truly !: worthy of the fubtle intellefts of this di- 
abolical tribe ! But whether the danger exifts or not, we intend 
to make a plea of it to the hakeem, to haften our departure, as 
we do of the murder itfelf, to excufe our going by land. Indeed, 
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when wc are afcertained of the villainy of the Arabs, who aore law- 
Icfs enough to take away a Muffulman's life in the middle of a cara- 
van, what fecurity can be ^ven to Chriftians, for their fafety with 
afmall body ? Our Turk paid us a morning vifit amid thefe deter- 
minations* and again confirmed us in them. He propofes our 
getting away to Jirje as foon as poilible, and remaining lliere, until 
an opportunity offers to convey ourfelves to Cairo. He defcribes 
Jirje to be a large and well-regulated city ^ where we may keep 
ourfelves private in a caravanfera^ and be two days nearer the 
capital, to obtain intelligence. We are too tired of the oppreffion 
and deceit of the people of Ghiimah, not to wifti eameftly for a 
change of the fcene i which^ at any rate, cannot prove lefs 
agreeable and eligible to us. 

The fall of vilify occaiions as great lamentations in tins 
tewn, as would the demife of integrity in an honeil land. The 
tragedy which was lately afted near Coiire, gave birth to a mourn- 
ful proceffion of females, which pafTed through the diflFerent 
ftreets of Ghinnah this morning, and uttered diiinal cries for the 
death of Mahomet. In the center was a female of his family, 
who carried a naked fword in her. hand, to imitate the weapon 
by which the deceafed fell. At fundry places the proceffion flop- 
ped, and danced aground the fword^ to the mufic of timbrels and 
tabors. They paufcd a long time before our houfe, and fbme of 
the women made threatening figns to one of our fcrvants ; which 
agree with the. caution we received to keep within doors. It 
would be dangerous enough to face this frantic company ; whofe 
conflant clamor and extravagant geflures give them all the ap- 
pearance of the female Bacchanals of Thrace, recorded of old. 

As our Turk came up flairs this evening, he was flopped by 
fome of the hakeem's fervants, and we were obliged to fend 
Ibrahim to obtain him admittance. The little man was much 
nettled at this ufage, nor could we account for it. The buftlc 
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Below ftairs had occafioned an enquiry into the caufe, and Ibra<- 
him was fummoned by the great man, to explain it. The Turk 
mfifted upon accompanying him, and returned to us very well 
fatisfied. He told the hakeem that he was an acquaintance of 
long {landing ; was known to our conful at C^o, and purpofed 
to attend us to that city. We are very well pleafed that this 
matter is broken to the hakeem ; who politely apologized for the 
. affront, which had been offered to a friend of ours,, through the: 
ignorance- of his fervants* 

The meannefs of this AbaiTee is fiiocking to a^ liberal mind^ 
which mufl: be reduced, indeed to accept of the trifles which he 
greedily folicits.* He fufpe£ts us ta be bare of money, and is* 
willing to cafe us of our remaining cloaths. He even takes 
apparel which can be turned to na ufe; and the Very flieets 
from our beds^ have not efcaped his rapacious hands^^ Daily ar^ 
the inroads which he makes into our baggage ^ and we are 
content to have it reduced to a fmall compafs. Among all the: 
bad qualities this fellow; pofTeffes, pride cannot be included ini 
the number*. 

TUESDAY, 26th August.. 

The times of Yambo leem to be once more revived, and our 
patience fated to be put to the feverefl proof. Three days are 
elapfed fince the laft letter went to the fhaik,. and no anfwer is 
yet arrived. It is a myflery to^ all,, that no notice has been 
taken of the various accounts, which have beentraofmitted to the 
ihaik relative to us. He doubtlefs knows of our detention ; but 
we greatly apprehend, that he is fliU a ilranger to. the principal 
circumftances of our flory. Were it not for the, confidence we 
repofe in the former hakeem,, we fhould not expert any orders in 
our favor, until the fhaik's return, which, every one fays is near 
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at hand. This morning wc faw his nephew pafs towards the ri- 
ver, where he embarks in a hoat to meet the fliaik. Four or five 
hours of a fair wind, will carry him to the place to which his 
uncle has lately moved. 

We had a long vifit from the hakeem this Ibrenoon. He tells 
us that advices came yefterday from Cairo, which afford hopes 
that a ftrong force will foon be fent up the river, to clear it of 
Ibrahim Beg's parties. A large detachment of Ifmaul Beg*s ar- 
my has fecured an important poft about fifty miles below Jiije ; 
fo that the communication is open JFrom thence to Cairo ; and 
Muftapha Beg's gallies are thereby detained at Jirje. A very 
ihort interval may occafion a revolution in matters ; and the re- 
bels who obftrud our progrefs, may be driven back to the upper 
parts of the Nile. We alfo find that Ifmaul Beg, by thefe ad- 
vices, has invefted the Shaik Ul Arab with the foverdgnty of four 
more provinces of Upper Egypt. A refined ftroke of policy in the 
Bey, to confirm him in the intereft of the government ; and to 
oblige him to defend thefe very provinces againft the fugitive 
chiefs, who might acquire a fupply of men and money from the 
conqueft of them. 

In the courfe of our converiation with the hakeem, we dif- 
covered his predileftion to our going by land. On our pointing out 
the' obftacles which might deter us from fuch an undertaking, he 
endeavored to obviate them, by the ftrongeft afTurances of his 
care and protection. He went fb far as to declare, tihat on our 
fetting out for Cairo, he would feize upon Ally and the fellows 
who had robbed us, and detain them in cuftody until our fafety 
was known. That he would alfo affix chops or feab, upon the 
warchoufe-doors of the camel-drivers, until Aey returned with 
the intelligence of pur arrival at Cairo. Thefe promifcs are encou- 
^ ragitig enough, and might induce us to venture at laft upon ca- 
mels, if an example were made of the rogues who plundered us, 
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to deter others from attempting the like. The camel-drivers who 
went with the company of Turks to Cairo, are expefted back in 
four or five day$. They will, perhaps, bring us an anfwer from 
Mr. Baldwin, and we have the good fortune to be fumifhed, by 
his means, with a recommendation to the ftiaik from Ifmaul Beg. 
But there is little chance of our being obliged to determine on this 
point, during the abfence of the Ihaik. The government is likely 
to reap no little advantage from our coming here. The murdei- 
of Mahomet has given it a pretence, to fecure the property of the 
camel-drivers belonging to that caravan. We faw a fecretary pafs 
by with a party of foldiers this afternoon, and were tokl, that he 
had been affixing chops to the diflferent warehoufes of their cara- 
vanfera, which contained coffee to a confidcrable amount. This 
would partly go towards fatisfying the family of the deceafed, but 
the moft confiderable portion be confifcated to government. 

I went up to the top of our houfe in the evening, to obfcrve 
the progrefs of the inundations of the Nile. The freflies now are 
at the greateft height ^ and there appeared a prodigious alteratioB 
in the (bene fince my laft view of it. The waters are fpread to 
the very pxtremities of the town. The ftream is greatly agitated 
and difcolored, and runs down with the force of an headlong 
torrent. , . 

WEDNESDAY, 27th August. 

I was awakened before day-break by the fame troop of women, 
which paiied our houie the other day in honor to the memory of 
Mahomet. Their difmal cries fuited well with the lonely hour of 
the night ; and I underftand that this relic of the Grecian cuftom 
lafts for the fpace of fevcn days j daring which interval the female 
relations of the deceafed make a tour through the town, morning 
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and night, beating their brcafts, throwing aflies^ on their heads^ 
and difplaying every artificial token of forrow- 

The general rumor of the town is, that the fltaik will be here 
to-morrow. Some of his domeftics are arrived, which in a man- 
ner confirms it. It is time for us to be relieved from the reftraint 
we arc mider, as every hour teems with the danger of difcoveries. 
From the frequent infpedion of our baggage, we ftill hold it ex- 
pedient to carry our mcHiey and valuables about us. Befides the 
irklbmenefs of fuch a charge, accidental occurrences have often 
brought us to the brink of betraying it : and more than once, to 
my great confufibn, has the hakeem himfelf fate down fo clofe to 
the place where my watch has been concealed, that he muft infal- 
libly have heard it going, had we not drained all our invention to 
engage his attention. Gk)d grant that the ihaik was once com6 
among us ! when the worft which can happen will be, that we 
fhall know the utmoft malice of our fate. 

We took a walk this evening along the banks of tiie Nile, to 
foe the revolution of things in that quarter. The deluge extends 
itfelf daily on every fide i and we remarked many places where 
the river has formerly made inroads into the town itfelf.^ A face 
of bufinefs diffiifes itfelf around the country. The hufbandmen 
have prepared their grounds for the reception of the manure, 
which the floods will leave upon them. Nature afllfls them in 
a point, the moft laborious and expcnfive to the farmer in other 
* countries ; and to this account the cheapnefs of grain may be 
imputed in Upper Egypt^ more than to the quantity which the 
land produces, which is only cultivated on the banks of the Nile. 
When the waters retire, the feed is immediately fown, and a 

♦ The author muft except the kingdom of Bengal, which is w«tei»d by thi^ 
noble river the Ganges ; whole operations «uid effsds bear an intimate refembkuice 
to thofe of the Nile, 
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crop is reaped with^a the Ihort ^ace of fotir months. The moft - 
aftonifhing inftancfe of th? quicknefs of vegetation that the world 
can afford. As we had encountered fome intelligent fellows on 
the road, I enquired into fbme of the natural curiofities, which 
have fo long diftinguifhed this region. I learn that the oftrich is 
too common^ to be much regarded by the natives. That the 
crocodile is a moft formidable tenant of the Nile, and held in 
great dread by the fifhermen; one of yrhom told us, that he 
was prefent at the death of a crocodile a fhort time ago, in 
whofe belly were found the gold rings and ornaments of a 
dancing-girl, who was devoured by the monfter, as (he was bath- 
ing in the river. The hippopotamus, or river-horfe, is likewifc 
yet, though rarely, met with, between this place and Jirje. I have 
an exa£l refemblance of him in an antique feal which came from 
the ruins of Thebes^ but I muft add, that he is often found to 
be twelve feet and upwards in length. His (kin is fo hard as to 
re(ift a mu(ket-ball ; and he is fo cunning, as feldom or never to 
be (een a(hore, by day-light. Among the various reafons that 
induce my preferring to travel by water, the delire of beholding 
this rare produ<aion of nature, is not the leaft cogent : and I 
€annot but anticipate the gratifications which are in ftore for us, 
w^ienever I meditate on a voyage down the Nile, difturbed as it 
is by the commotions of war. 

THURSDAY, 28th Ai^gust. 

The morning was u(hered in by the arrival of a great man, 
who came immediately to our houfe, accompanied by the ha- 
keem, who went to the rivcr-(ide to receive him. He is a Turk, 
and was lately governor of Ghofe, a town fome hours diftant 
up the Nile, from whence he was removed on the revolution at 
Cairo. He is going by land to that city, and on hearing of our 
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fituation, very politely fent a meflage to requeft the favor of our ' 
company. A better opportunity could not have offered itfelf 
for our proceeding by this route ; and we muft undoubtedly 
avail ourfelves of it, if no good intelligence reach us touching the 
paffage by water, before the fliaik's return, which this Turk af^ 
fares us will be to-morrow evening, or the next morning at fur- 
theft. It will be with the utmofl: regret, that we forego the 
verdant profpefts, the romantic fcenes, wliich the banks of the 
Nile abound with, to traverfe ftony vallies and a dreary wafte* 
We cannot with any degree of patience, compare the eafeand 
convenience of a boat, to the labor, fatigue^ and heat we fhall 
experience, in journeying upon camels. But fo hearty is our 
averfion to the people we are among, fo wearied out are we with 
the delays we have met with, that we are ready to encounter the 
horrors of the defart, provided we encounter them under a fafe 
conduft, rather than remain here a week longer^ to wait the 
iflue of the difputes upon the river. — But our refolutions are the 
fport of fortune, and catch their hue from the afpeft of the day. 
It is with fome concern, that we (hall feparate ourfelves from 
oiu- little Turkifh acquaintance, whofe good-Jiumor and atten- 
tion have greatly preferred him in our cfteem. Rut it would be 
folly to rejeft the protefHon of this great man, who travels with 
a ftrong guard, for the uncertain and dangerous profpe6t of get- 
ting down by water. 

We were warmly folicited by the hakeem to-day, for various 
articles, which he had overlooked before. This is a ftrong inti- 
mation that his mafter is at hand« to deliver us at leaft from lus 
importunities. 
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FRIDAY, 29th August, 

A woman came to our door to-day, who ufed to afk charity 
of us at Cofire. She is juft arrived with the caravan, and brings 
fome fhocking accounts touching the death of Mahomet. It ap- 
pears, that he was left in the 4cfart by the villains who aflaulted, 
him, and remained there three days without any affiftance what- 
ever, when he was accidentally taken up by a party of a few 
camels, and carried to Cofire. There he lingered three days more^ 
ere death relieved him from the pains he endured. The tortures 
which. were referved for this poor wretch, from the rankling of 
his many woimds, are really afFe6iing„ to humanity; but the 

horrors which muft have haunted, his confcience in this dread 

ful interval, are toa formidable to conceive. The deceit which, 
he had praflifed towards ftrangers, the breach of hofpitality be- 
neath his own roof,, and the perjuries that he had conunitted iH/ 
the prefence of a juft God,.. muft in thofe moments have recur-, 
red with double force to his inugination,^ and ftrpck him. with a/ 
full convi6tion of his guilt. Even the Aratjs themfelves, wha^ 
arc feldom reftrained from evil from the contemplation of a fa^, 
turc ftate, ackno\yledge the interpofition of t^ie divine hand in 
the fate of tlii's man. . Unhappy vi£tim of grejudiceand paffioh ! , 
niay thy fins have been expiated by the anguifli.of thy exit! And 
may the eternal pardon which is promifed to repentance,, meet 
thee as fully, as what I beftow upon thy offence ! 

Our hopes, of going in company- >vith the Turkifli officer, 
arc cut off' as foon as formed. He purpofes fettipg out this- 
night, and we are immoveably fixed here, until the prefence of 
the ihaik breaks the fpell. Wc cannot but ficretly rejproach the< 
hakeem for this difappointment. Had he permitted of my cm^i 
baffy to the fhaik, there is little doubt but we fhould have obw 
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tained pcrmiflion to accompany this Turk to C^ro. But we 
have not been wanting to efFe£l the utmoft. We have written a 
fourth letter to Mr. Baldwin, ftating our uncomfortable fitua- 
tion ; which we have committed to the care ojF one of the Turjc's 
domelHcs, through the means of Ibrahim. 

The Turk and his party departed at midnight, which we ob- 
ferved from our windows, that almoft face his lodgings. He had 
given out that he Ihoufif not go until the morning. Thefe pre- 
cautions were taken by the former travellers who went by lahd ; 
to deceive, we prefume, the thieves who lurk in this neigh- 
borhood. 

SATURDAY, 30th August. 

We had fcarcely breakfafted this morning, when advice came 
of the long-expedted approach of the Shaik Ul AraK We im- 
mediately went to the top of our houfe, to fee the ceremony of 
his landing. We had hitherto reftrained our joy at an event, 
which was too defirable to be credited, without the evidence of 
our fenfes. The reader may judge therefore of our emotions, 
¥^hen we beheld a large fleet of boats, falling down with the 
ftream. We found the fliaik to be in the headmofl:, from the 
pendant and eniign which were difplayed on board; and he 
foon entered the creek, which is a fhelter for boats from the 
violence of the frefhes, both fides of which were lined with 
people to receive him. But by the ftrei^h of the current his 
boat was forced upon a bank, mid-way in the creek, and not 
without great difficulty, difengaged. The watermen on the Nile 
do not fecm to under/land their bufinefs, like their fraternity on 
the Thames ; or they would not have left their monarch fo long 
in perplexity. Several ropes gave way in drawing die boat from 
the bank ; and two hours elapfed before fhe was brought to the 
lahdJng-place, though aflifted by fome hundreds of people. 

It 
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It was pleafant enough to behold the terraces crowned with 
women, on this occafion. Their keepers were probably aJ>road^ 
to pay their compliments to the (haik, while the birds flew to 
the tops of their cages, ^o tafte of the momentary fweets of li- 
berty. I never law fo numerous a ftiew of females, Ibme of 
whom, in our neighborhood, procMmed themfelvts proficient^ 
in the arts of coquetry, by withdrawing their vails to attra<!t 
our notice, and dropping them again, when oih* eyes were fixed 
upon their faces. Many were the falutations we received from 
thefe good-natured creatures ; whole freedom of behavior to us, 
I attribute to the rigid confinement in which they are kept. Re- 
ftraint is the bane of modefty in female bofoms ; and I will ven- 
ture to lay, that there are mote women of loofe inclinations in 
the Turkifli dominicms, than in all Europe befide^ So jult is the 
advice of our countryman Prior, in regard to our treatment of a 
fair companion : 



** Be to her faults^ a little blind. 

Be to her virtues very kind ; / r A 






Let all her ways be unconfin'd. 
And clap your padlock on her iriihd Y 



1/ ^ / ^■-: 



At four o'clock we were fummoned to the prefencc of the 
Ih^, Ivhbfn we found alone in a lower apartment of his palace.. 
We were much elevatedljy his arrival^ and p^haps,. could not have- 
appeared' to better^ advantage before our proteftor ; whole cordis 
reception of us belpeaks him to be fuch„ in the trueft fenfe of ' 
the word* He feated us on the fame carpet with himlelf, and; 
after afeW c^Omplimentis^ which were interjwreted to us by Ibra- 
him, he direft^d' cdffee and fruit to be placed before us^ Here: 
for the firft time we faw grapes, which were very fine, and a pe-i- 
cDliai' date, whidl furj>affe6 every thing of the kind I ever nlet 

with* 
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with. While we were partakii^gjof ^tbis rcpaft, I had leifui;e to 
take a full view of the fhaik, and cannot refift the inclination of 
introducing a character to the reader, of which I flatter myfclf 
he will have reafon to be enamored hereafter. 

Ifman Abu Ally, the great ftiaik of the Arabs — for fuch we 
would render the Shaik Ul Arab — is a fhort fat man, of about 
five feet two inches high, and turned, as we learn, of feventy- 
five; His eyes are , grey, and his complexion very fair ; but 
what at once gives him a Angular and more yputhful look, his 
beard, which is very bufhy, is colored of a bright yellow. This 
exterior may not feem the moft promifing, and might create dif- 
tafte, if the benevolence that beams from his countenance, were 
not foremoft to fecure the heart of the beholder. Neither can 
the fhrillnefs of his voice, which is harfh and diflbnant, deflrroy 
the beauty of the fentiments, which it is infufficiently made ufe 
of to convey ; as the elegance of the words may fbmetimes atone, 
for the demerits of a tune. He is ftill aftive, for a man of his 
fize and age; and his fpirits are fo good, that were it not for 
the ravage which time has made among his teeth, he might pais 
for a younger man by twenty years at leaft. Except the viziers 
of Yambo and Ghiimah, whom we had found to be villains by 
fad experience, we had hitherto dealt with the drofs of the na- 
tion. ; It was refervcd for this moment, for us to meet vsrith the 
polite gentlemaa and the honeft man^ comprized in the perfon. 
wiie;e /they, ought tp be . found, in the . reprefentativje of his « — 
l^pople. Happy the fubjeft of a virtuous land, who at once poi- ; 
fe^es and imitates fo rare an example ! But how funk in the 
abyls of infamy are the race, who wholly deviate from die llan- . 
dard;of rectitude; and though daily reproached by. thejife of 
their monarch, are not to be reclaimed by the tone of authority, 
or .t|ie elocution of active virtue ! 

We had quickly caufe to find, that we had not given the fhaik , 

too 
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too milch credit for his integrity. His impatience to acquit him- 
felf in our opinion, of any connivance at the conduct of his 
ffcrvants, could fcarcely be reftrained by the forms of civility, 
which precluded bufmefs daring our rcpaft. But no fooner was 
it ended, than he fliifted the converfation, and came dire6Uy to 
the point which we were fo much concerned in. He lamented 
the treatment which we had undergone, and which could only 
have happened in his abfence^ and he vehemently reprobated 
the behavior of his officers, which he was determined to punifii 
in the moft exemplary manner. After a few leading queftions, 
which tended to confirm the report that had been made to him 
touching our flory, he profcfled, that his return to Ghinnah 
had been haftened on our account. That he had come pur- 
pofely to do us Itrid juftice on our perfecutors, and to difpatch 
us under a fafe condudl to Cairo. As a proof of his fmcerityj 
he ordered Ally, the brother of the deceafed Mahomet, to be 
brought before him. He had been previoufly taken into cuftody, 
and was waiting without, to be examined. With this fellow, 
came Sauker, one of the rogues who had afUfted to plunder us, 
and who of his own accord, produced the things which had fallen 
to his fhare, in the divifion of the fpoils. He laid them at the 
Ihaik's feet ; and with the great eft eifrontery declared, that he 
had taken them, only to fecure them from the thieves of the 
houfe: and that his truth might be deduced from his care 
of our property • Though his offence was palpable, this ftep 
was fufficient to fkreen him from punifhmcnt in a country^ 
where retribution is all that is required by the profecutor, and 
where juftice is generally to be appeafed by pecuniary fines. But 
the i!l-advifed Ally did not efcape in this manner. He boldly 
denied having robbed us of money or valuables, and was loudly 
exclaiming at the injuftice of the accufation, when the fhaik 
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faifed fair voice^ and a dozen Abyffinian flave^ (uddenly fctzed on 
the culprit, and hurried him out of the room* We were in pan 
for the fellow, and were meditating on the confequenccs of his 
arreft, when he was brought into our prefence again, bound hand 
and foot, with a chain about his neck, by which he was held« 
He was on the point of receiving the baftinado <m his kneesj^ 
when he confefied the charge, and promiied to return all that he 
had taken from us. The fhaik was inclined to infliA the pu* 
nifhment on him i but by the interpofition of thofe about him> 
in which we joined, he remitted it for the prefent; and directed 
Ally to be led home, diat he might produce the goods. Our 
triumph was complete. One of our antient enemies had atoned 
for his crime, in a manner that outwent the moft fanguine idea 
of revenge. The other was humbled at our feet. He fiirvived 
indeed : but it was only to abafe lumfelf before us, and to de« 
pend upon our moderation for his fccurity [ 

In about half an hour Ally returned, and produced a few of 
Ae leaft valuable articles. He eameftly requefted until the mom* 
ing to deliver up the reft, and to repay us the money that he had 
cheated us out of. Thia was granted lum at onur defire, and the 
prifoner committed to his ovm houfe, under the cuftody rf a 
ftrong guard. 

Several of the (haik's courtiers had come in during thiaexami--^ 
nation, among whom were his nephew and the quondam hakeem. 
We found the latter was in diigrace, and endeavored to make his 
peace, by exprefling to his mafter, the many obligations we lay" 
under to his care of our perfons. The good old man only (hook 
his head in reply, and waved the fubjeft, by defiring us to attend 
again at feven o'clock the next morning, when he had fitmmoned 
a full court of juftice to punifh our aggreffors. He difmifl^ us,. 
lYith freih aflurances of his protedion ;, and, zs an earneft of what 
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we mi^t expeft) he direfted our fervants to carfjrliome tiie le^ 
covered goods in triumirfi before us. 

S U N D A Y, 31ft August. 

We breakfafted betimes, and at feven o'clock went to theihaik's 
houfe. The court were already aflembled in an Open ipot befofif 
the houfe, which wais (haded by an high wall from the morning 
fun. Here we found the ihaik encompafled by his great mcn^ 
with a number of foldiers and attendants at fome difbmce in their 
front. Carpets were fpread in the intermediate fpace for our re- 
ception. Here we feated ourfelvcs, after making our obeifance 
to the fhaik, and waited in filence the ifliie of the trial. Next to 
the ihmk's right hand was placed his nephew, and, as we undef«- 
iland^ his declared fucceflbr in the government. He is a comely 
and good*^umored looking man, feemingly between thirty and 
forty ^ars of age; and by his behavior, appeared to be lefs our 
enemy than any other of his uncle's counfellors. So unhappy is 
this iq>right and humane prince lA the lot of his fervants. 

Juft before we came in> the culprit Ally had undergone a feirere 
baftinado, on agdn proving refra&ory ; and the hakeem was feiM: 
to fearch his houfe for the ftolen goods. This occafiondd a paufe 
in the pcoceedings, which was interrupted by the fudden appear- 
ance of the vizier, who, to our great aftonjfhment, took a feat 
which was vacant next to the fhaik's nephew. This confidence 
was Dnexpefled, and filled us with unfavorable prosodies of the 
event of our fuit. But oUr doubts were of fiiort continuance. He 
had entered unregarded by his mafter, and was talking with great 
eafe to thofe about him, when the ihaik turned about, and in a £>• 
lemn tone, afked him for the fhaub and things, which he had re* 
ccived from the Englifh gentlemen. The whole frame of this gay 
courtier was eykiently difcompofed by this queftlon. He had pro- 
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bably laid his account with our fupprefSng the part he had taken 
againft us, after the high hand with which he had once ftopped the 
accufation of Abdul Ruflar, and was unprepared with an evalion. 
His countenance inftantly was difrobed of its pleafantiy; his 
limbs trembled, and his tongue faltered in framing a reply, the 
fubftance of which was, that he was a ftranger to the matter with 
Which he was charged. We were afhamed of the meanneft of a 
man of his rank, but the wrath of the (hark was wound up to 
the higheft pitch at the hearing of this falfehood. He was con- 
firmed of the guilt from the fymptoms which the offender difplay- 
ed; and without calling any frefh evidence to corroborate it, he 
proceeded to- decide. But he could har^y find utterance for hi6 
orders, which were to arreft and flog the yizier immediately. A 
number of flaves ftarted from the croud, to execute the pleafure 
of their lord. The aftonifhed minitter could not believe his ears, 
iatid would fain have peifuaded himfelf diat the afiair was a jeft. 
He was prefently convinced of his miftake. Theofiicers of juf- 
ticp laid violent hands upon his perfon, tumbled him from his 
proud feat, and in a rude manner hurried him away, in fpite of his 
outcries and fruitlefs refiftance. This bdiavior ferved only to 
cxafperate the fhaik. His eyes flaflied with the honeft indigna- 
tion .which lighted his bofom ;. his ftrength could fcarcely fupport 
the agitations of his mind ; and after fome effort, he raifed him- 
felf from his^ carpet, and repeated his commands itt a voice, that 
ftruck terror into the breafts of all prefent. He was immediately 
furrounded by a croud of his courtiers, who kiffed his hands, em- 
braced his knees, and interceded with him for the pardon of the 
vizier. Thefe nobles took no ihare in the pafiions of their monarch, 
and were only attentive to exculpate one of their body, though at 
the expence of honor and juftice. 

* I muft own that I vrasxoncemed at thefearflil fituation of a man, 
.who had never been guilty of any adual violence towards- us, and 

whofe 
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wbofe greateft trefpafs was.' the recdpt of prcfcnts, oti his affu-: 
ranees of proteftion, when he permitted of our being plundered by^ 
our inhofpitablc hoft and his adherents. Thefc, however, were 
crimes of the deepeft dye, in the eyes of the good old (haik. When 
we directed Ibrahim to plead for the inofFenfive. coiaduft of die vi- 
zier towards us, he would hot hear of any apology fpr a villain, 
who had fo little the honor of his country at heart, as to injure 
its character by winking at the maltreatment of ftrangers. He 
could the lefs overlook it in a fervant of his own, and added, that 
it was at our inftance only. Tie would remit the puniftiment due to 
his enormity. The mortification neverthelefs was reiei"ved for the 
vizier, that he fhould be brought before us, difarrayed of his gay 
apparel, his hands bound behind him,, and a.ch^ faftened.about 
his neck. In this miferabte plight, he was told of tfee (Aligation 
he wa& under to our gencrpus application ; and led home by a 
guard, to produce his ill-gotten acquifition, ds his only hope of 
fafety: -We obferved a general murmur among the grandees, at 
the compliment which was. paid us on this occafi'oh. The dif- 
grace; of one of their body excited no friendly fen timents towards 
us; and notfa few menacing looks were thrown upon us from, 
the circle. On the other hand^tiie fhaik harangued them in a fen- 
iibleand pathetic fpeech, on the honor of their nation. He caft 
the moft juft and fevere reproaches on the charafter of the abfent 
minifter, and warned them in future, againft fuch inhuman 
practices towards Chriftians and ftrangers. He then turned to 
us with the kindeft afpeft, and re-^affured us of hisproteftion. He 
thanked us for the confidence which we had repofed in him,. in 
venturing through a. country, fo remote and unknown ;, and la- 
mented anew, that his abfence from his capital had given room 
f&r our repenting the experiment. He fuppofed that no fociety, 
however enlightened, was free from the clafs of reptiles by which 
we.hadfufitred; and the. law provide a juft retaliation for the 
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oftnce. But he attributed the cammiffion of the offenM t& the 
neglea of the hakeem of Ghinnah^ who had flumbered like an 
tinwary ccntinel on his duty. For this he had been difcharged 
from his office^ and a flave of his own been fent to take care of us 
until his arrival. All that was now wanting to complete our fa<- 
tis&ftion^ was the recovery of our lofles, which he would fee ef- 
fe£i:ed ; and our journey to C^ro, which he fwore fhould be ac- 
complifhed without an injury being offered to an hair of our 
heads. 

As virtue as well as vice is magnified by comparifon, it will not 
appear extraordinary, that our encreafing regard for this great 
man began to border upon enthufiafm. Reader ! if thou art of 
the yielding kind^ if thy mould is filfceptible of tender impref- 
4ions — ^iay, when iurrovinded by a croud of homely females, did 
thy heart never beat high at the aj^roach of tranfcendant beau* 
ty ? So, from the cloud of mifcreants that encompafTed his throne, 
(hot forth the glories of the Egyptian king I So bright, fo peer- 
Ids did he rife from the contraft« So unworthily ftationed, and 
yet fo worthy of the ftation in which his birth had placed 
him I NurTed in the lap of ignorance and barbariim, like another 
Peter, he had triumphed over nature. Nor opinion could warp, 
nor habit could bind him. He nobly ipurned the prejfidicts of 
location, and, without any guide, fave the impulfe of innate 
goodnefs, he foared to the fuperior heights of virtue. She &em^ 
ed the nuftrels of his inclinations, rather than of his ele£^ion or 
intereft ; and, befide him, the world may afford Ixut few fab}e6ls 
offuch an influence. It is true, that his endeavors were not 
crowned with the fuccefs that diftinguiihed thofe of Peter the 
Great. But Peter attended more to the aggrandizemexlt than the 
morals of his people ; and, with all the great qualities x>f the hfro, 
funk infinitely below the Egyp^n, in the feelings of the man. 
'The latter was fit to have ruled over an enlightened an^n. 

While 
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While the former, after all hb viftories, was, in many itfy^Bis^ 
an example unworthy of imitation ! 

Our ignorance of the Arabian language obliged us to have re^ 
courfe to our interpreter, for an acknowledgment of thefe fa- 
vors. But at the fame time, it faved us the confufion of appear-^ 
ing at a lofs for a fuitable reply. We fheltered ourfehres under 
this fortunate circumftance, which, in a great meafure, left our 
patron to conceive a gratitude, which words would have but poor- 
ly expreffed. 

A meflenger now arrived with two fhauls and my cueefe, from- 
the vizier. The other (haul,, he faid, he had parted with i and 
the piftols he had giveii to Ally. Once more, therefore, was the 
wf*etched Ally produced before the court s and on denying the re« 
cdpt of them, the baftinado^as again ififfi£ted on him^^. Be^ 
fides the articles whicbhad been refl»rdd, there were ftill a fiber 
urn, a pair of gold knee-buckles, and a q^uantity of valuable lineoi 
to be accounted for. Not to ipeak of the money which they had. 
obtained from us,, under vadous pretences. But thefe were, faict 
to have fallen to Mahomet's (hare in the cUvificm ; and his robbery 
and d^th were made a piea of by the family,. tx> fatufy us G>r our 
iofs* The (haik would m)t hear of this apology, which, he term*» 
ed falfe and ev^ve. ^ And fooner than we ihould fuflfer by that 
family^ he declared, that he would firft order their fubftance to 
be difpofed of, and if that would not repay us for our lofTes,, 
Ally and the reft of them> ihould be fold as fkves, to make, up the 
film. It was now time for ua to interfere. The matter was ex- 
ceeding the bounds to which we meant to pufin it; and policy, as; 

. * This is a leery povel a$ well as fearful punifhment. The prifbner is placed) 
upright on the ground, with, his hands, and feet bound together, while the execu- 
tioner ftands before him, and, with a Ihort ftick, ftrikes him with aifmart motion 
•n the outfide'of his kaees. The pain which arifes from thefk ftrofaes, is exquifitely; 
iBKeie,, an4 'vhstt no conftiistifiii ooitJd , fjigppnt for an}r continuance.. 
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well as humanity, prompted u« to drop it. Otir principaliaim 
was to get from Ghinnah, under a proper prote6lion. Ourperfe- 
cutors had been chaftifed» and it was preferable for us to pi|t up 
with fome imx)nvenience, rather than run the rifle of being de- 
tained here, in the purfuit of full r^refs* On this account we 
liftenedto the mediation of the hakeem, and fome of the cour- 
tiers, who befeeched us to withdraw our claim to all but eighty 
dollars of the remaining debt, which. Ally might raife from the 
camels he pofleffed. Our acquiefcence in this propofal gained 
us credit, with all prefeat, dnd.drew a particular compliment from 
the worthy (haik ; who j^rotefted, that he could not but admire 
iDur g^ierofity, though it was exercifed afc^ the expence of their 
national chara£);er. The re^r , perhaps, may agree with us^ 
that we ought rtot to havcf fubfcribod to this infinuation, as fuch 
a man as was then before us^ was enough to redeem bis nation 
from obloquy. 

The cobrt now broke up, and wc were difmifled, not a little 
pleafiwi with this mode of adminiftering juftioev The punifhmpnt 
inflifted upon robbers in other countries, fupprefles the growth o{ 
them in the general opinion. But when we refl^ on the frequent 
robberies that are committed in our own, it fcems doubtftri, whe* 
ther the fevcrity of the fentence anfwers ^e expe£):ed end. For a 
traveller^ at leaft, who has his.'own.intereft molt at heart, the fa- 
tisfadion which we received wasinBnitely more eligible^ than any 
that could have been made us of a fanguinary nature. We had 
recovered what we had loft fdleXpedation of ^cing again j and to 
our hafte and good-wHl only^ is to be attributed our no^ obtain^ 
ing the unconditional benefit of the (haik's decree. As a fmall 
tolcen of our re^6l, on our return home, we made up fuch a 
prefent as we judged would be moft acceptable to a man of his 
turn of mind, and fent it to the fhaik by Ibrahim. It confifted of 
a couple of fine (hauls, an Indian carpet andpalampore,and an 
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handfome fabre and cafe of piftols. The fabre and piftols* tho' 
artides of the greateft vahie, he returned, and fent us many thanks 
for bur remembrance of him in the reft, which he iaid he would 
keep for our fake. He^alfo told Ibrahim, that he had dire^ed a 
merchdnt to furnifli us with camels for our journey, as the river 
was too perilous for us to venture on. This laft inftance of his at-- 
tention ferved to rivet in our minds the charafter of Ifman Abu 
Ally, who is indeed a peairl thrown to the fwine of Ghinnah. 

MONDAY, ift September. 

Our whole thoughts now are turned to our departure. The 
merchant attended us early this morning, in company with the 
hakeem, to fettle the price of our camels. The common price is 
from eight to ten dollars each, and it is notfurprizing that we pay 
the higheft. But the number of caanels which they obliged us to 
take, was what vexed us the moft. We want but nine for our- 
fclves and fervants, and they infift upon our providing fix more for 
the ufe of our guai'd. Thefe are our camel-drivers, who, in our 
late jouniey, were wont to ride two upon a camel ; but in the 
longer one we are about to enter upon, are to have a beaft apiece. 
Thefe additional camels will greatly encreafe the expence ; but 
were the demand an impoJition, we are determined to fubmit to 
it with a good grace, rather than trouble the fliaik any further 
upon our fcore. We wifh not to add to the number of enemies 
we have in this town, and mean to quit it with the utmoft dif- 
patch. We defired the hakeem, therefore, to advance the mer- 
chant the eighty dollars which he was to levy upon Ally, as an 
earneft for the hire of his camels. 

A thought ftruck me during our examination yefterday, which 
I would not have had verified for the treafures of Egypt. The 
ihaik is old and veiy corpulent -, and had it fo happened that he 
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hdd biUft a blood-veifel in the heat of his paffioii^ I was revolr^- 
•ing the probable confequences m my mind. There was not a 
man of rank prefent, whom we could confider in the light of our 
friend. Even the nephew was neuter ; and there is no certainty 
of the part he would have taken, had fuch an accident befallen 
his unple. In truth, there is little doubt but we fhould have 
paid for his favor with our lives. Such a backwardnefs had been 
fliewn before his arrival to bring the offimders to juftice, and fuch 
a forwardnefs in his prefence to Ikreen them from punifhment, 
that the (haik faw through the partiality of his officers, and re- 
jwrehended them for it. One particular circumftance that betray- 
jed their bent, is worthy of remark, and efcaped me in the rela- 
tion of the bufincfs of yefterday. The gold buckles which had 
been taken by Ally were put down in the lift of our IdTes, at what 
the Arabs imagined an exorbitant value. They could not flip 
fuch an occafion of gratifying their malice, and lowering our in- 
teteft with the king. They boldly taxed us with exaggerating our 
lofles, and endeavoring to profit by their mafter's clemency. They 
demanded that a jeweller might be fent for, to afccrtain the truth 
of their charge. To this the fliaik was averfe, as, peiiiaps, con- 
ceiving we might have erred through miftake. But at our in* 
fiance a jeweller attended, whofe evidence defeated the malice of 
our enemies. He weighed them in the prefence of the court, and 
pronounced t)ie gold to be equal to the value affixed, indepen* 
doit of the workmanfhip, which was fo rare and fo curious, that 
he fuppofed it muft have enhanced the price of the buddes more 
than one half. It muft be obferved, that this jeweller, like the 
other mechamcsjof this country, was a Chriftian, and knew the 
ftiaik too well, to be afraid of fpcaking the truth, to the great 
confufion of our accufers, who were completely creft-fallen at thia 
retort. 
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We had a freih proof in the afternoon of the fhaik's concern 
for our welfare. It (eems that the camels which went to Cairo 
with the company of Turks, luckily returned this forenoon, and 
as they belong to the (haik, he is determined to accommodate us 
with them. This intelligence is juft brought us by the hakeem, 
who has fent to the merchant for our money to pay to thefhaik's 
peof^e. We are not a little rejoiced at this change, which will 
add not only to our fecurity, but enfure us good treatment from 
the camel-drivers on the rpad* At five o'clock they came to pay 
their refpefts to us 5 and we. have promifed tlie head-man, who 
we find is the chief of the camel-drivers of Ghinnah, and an officer 
of no fmall confequence, a prefent of a drefs on our arrival at 
Cairo. His camels are to be ready to-morrow evening, when we 
are to let out on our journey through the wildernefs. We (hall, 

in all likelihood, fall into the track of the children of Ifirael, A ^ ^ 

when they fled from the verdant banks of the Nile, and took re- 
fuge oil the (hores of Arabia. We are to ftrike into the road to Suez» 
to fhun the parties that hover about the river 1 and it was not far / 
below that city, that the Ifraelites, were fuppofed to have eroded v/// /i' 
the Red-fea. I cannot, however, fupprefs my regret, at lofing 
this opportunity of going down the Nile. Had I been a man 
who travelled for his amuferacnt, I fhould not probably have ex- . 
perienced this difappointmen|;. 1 would have waited hc^'e, agree- 
ably to an offer which the fli^ik made, or have gone to Jiije, as 
the little Turk propofed, until the troubles on the river were 
fubfided. No obftaple fhould have deterred me from exploring 
the cQurfe of fo celebrated a flream, but my being charged with 
bufinefs of a public nature, which will not admif of delay. The 
importance of this charge has been the rule of conduct of, at 
leaf!:, Mr. Hammond and myfelf. It induced us to commit our- 
felvcs to an open boat in the Red-fea, in the hotteft and moft un- 
favorable fpafon of the year j and it now prompts us to embark 
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chearfully in a journey through a dcfart, unknown even to the in- 
habitants of the country ; and which, except in the inftances I 
have recited, has not been traverfed for this century paft, 1:^ any 
but the outcafts of the human kind I 

' In the afternoon we were vifited by three Chriftian merchants, 
who live at Dundara, a town about three hours, or twelve miles 
diftance down the river. They are come here to compliment the 
(baik on his return, and are the moft creditable people of the- 
mercantile clafs whom we have feen. They had turbans of a blue 
checkered pattern, to diftinguifh them from Muflulmen; and no' 
native Chriftian is^ allowed to wear them of other colors, though 
this reftriftion is not enforced with ftrangers. Thefe merchants 
inform us, that there is an Italian gentleman, who has refided at 
Dundara for thefe thirty years paft, and who is a painter by pro- 
fcfiion* But we find that he has exercifed his art rather for his 
amufement than profit ; and that his own houfe alone is adorned 
with the produ6lions of his pencil. We are curious to know the 
adventures which brought fuch a character to fettle in this obfcure 
comer, and, did our time permit, we (hould readily accept of 
thefe merchants' offer to bring us together. Notwithftanding the 
unfavorabk difpofition of his fubjefts towards them, every thing 
confpires to prove the ftiaik's affeftion for Chriftians. All his^ 
principal domeftics, and particularly his fecretaries, who enjoy 
his unlimited confidence, are of this perfuafion. Indeed, all 
ranks of them join to found thepraifes of the prefent ihaik, wha 
ftands between them and the oppreffion of the Arabs. He has 
been their guardian for forty years and upwards ; and I fear there 
will be a gteat change in their fituation at his deaths 

TUESDAY, 2d Septembeju 

We were furroujaded tins morning by a croud of fervants be- 
long^g to the fhaik, who expeft money from us. Though we 

might 



I ^^77 I 

i^ might have got rid of them, by threatening to complain of their 

infolence^ we chofe to avoid the odium of fuch a meafure ; and 

I called upon the hakeem to accommodate the matter for us, Thofe 

who affifted to punifh the offenders, we agreed to gratify with a, 
piece of gold each : and the hakeem difmiffed the reft, as not 
being entitled to our bounty. 

At eight o'clock wc had a meffage from the fhaik to attend 
him. We found him, as before, encompafled by his principal 
courtiers i and he obligingly defired us to feat curfelves upon 

\ caipets befide him. He told ns, that he had folicited our pre* 

fence, to give us into the charge of the mafter of his camels, 
who is dignified with the title of a fhaik. This man was ac- 
cordingly called before us, and the ihaik addrefRng him by the 
tiameof Haclgee Uttalah, informed him, that he was to convey 
us and our baggage fafe to Cairo ; and that fhould we prefer 
the leaft complaint againft his eonduft, his head (hould anfwer 
for it. Nothing could be more latisfactory to us, than a charge 
like this, fo publicly delivered ; and of the weight of which, 
Hadgee Uttalah himfelf appeared to be fo fully fenfible. It not 
only tended to fecure us from the danger of treachery on the 
road, but the warmth with which the fhaik efpoufed our caufe^ 
was, in our opinion, the ftrongeft bulwark we could have againft 
the fecret malevolence of our enemies. The good old man be- 
came very familiar with us, and afked a thoufand queftions con- 
cerning the natural and artificial produflions of our country; 
He admired a china bowl which belonged to the major; but de- 
clined taking it, as common earthen-ware was full good enough 
for him. From this, however, he took occafion to mention an 
European, who had been long in his fcrvice, and had the in* 
genuity to imitate china very clofely. He called for a fpecimen 
of this fellow's ikiU ; and we were furprized to fee a couple of 
vafes delicately wrought and pain ted » We were defirous to be- 
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hold tbc artift, but were tnformed by the (haik, that he was left 
bdrind at a town up the river. We now heard many di'oU 
anecdotes of this En^iiihman, as he called himfelf. That he 
delighted in high*feafbned diihes^ and drank fuch a quantity of 
^irits, that it was a wonder his infide was not confumed by fire* 
This intemperance fuited but ill with the fimplicity and fobriety 
of the Arabians. But the fhaik was polite enough to fay, that 
the report which had been made ta him of our mode of livings 
had effaced the difagreeable impreffions which he had received of 
our countrymen. He would venture to add, however, that one 
article of luxury, which he obferved to be in ufe.at our table, 
had given rife to the ideas of our wealth, and fingled us out as 
a beneficial prize to his covetous iubjefls. And this was' the 
filver, of which our ciips and fpoons were coropofed. To a 
people who were accuftomed to wooden utenfils, that glit- 
tering metal was a bait, which had allured them to an 
unjuft though tempting purfuit. Far as it was from exculpat- 
ing the conduct of the Arabs, we could not but feel the force 
of this oblique reproof. The modeft manners of the anticnt 
Romans, when in the meridian of their greatnefs, recurred to 
our imaginations. We blufhed for our deviating fo much from 
their example, in the prefence of a man, who trod in their foot- 
fteps without a mark to diredl him. And perhaps, for once in 
our lives, we defpifed the fymbob. of oftentation and the effemi- 
nacy of faftiion ! 

While we were thus engaged, the relations of the fbldier who 
murdered Mahomet, together with the camel-drivers of the cara- 
van, were brought before the fhaik. They were accompanied 
by the father and brother of the deceafed, who appeared as pro- 
fecutors. The witncfTes for the culprit making little or no de- 
fence, the trial was foon concluded ; and fentence of death was 
pafTed upon lum by the fhaik. Although the murderer came a 

prifoner 
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prifoner yefterday from Cofire, it is remarkable, that he was not 
prefent on this ocoalion, nor allowed to offer any thing in bar 
to his condemnation. If, however, the falutary laws of our free 
conflitution are wanting here, the lofs would not be felt, could 
this country continue to boaft of its prefent equitable juifec.. 
But thofe laws were provided to guard as much againft the en- 
croachments of the crown, as the machinations of the fubieft. 
Happy the foil in which they flourifh ! Thrice happy the people 
who bofk beneath the funfhine of freedom j and depend not upon 
the uncertain charafter of a chief magiflrate ; upcm the virtues or 
vices of a king I 

As the name of the young fhaik of Cofire has not been men- 
tioned in this trial, we fuppofe that he was wronged by report 
or fkreened by intereft from Ae charge in which his comrade was 
involved. It had come to the Shaik Ul Arab's ears, that this 
young man and his father had extoited money and effe<Sb from 
us. The accufation had been framed by his courtiers, vrfio were 
perhaps, jealous of the advantages they had derived from us j and 
every perfuaflon was now ufed to make us acqmefce in it. Had 
we given fcope to our refentment againfl this treacherous pair, it 
is likely, that we fhould have fupported the accufation; which 
opened a way to redrefs for their impofitions at Cofire, and Aeir 
inhumanity in betraying us into the hands of fuch villains at 
Ghinnah. But one good adion which they performed towards 
us, outweighed the multitude of their mifdeeds in our minds. 
We remembered that our lives and property had been at their 
mercy, both at Cofire, and in the road to this place. The firfl 
Jiad not been attempted by them 1 and when the laft couM not 
have been with^held from them, we acknowledged a merit in their 
forbearance, when the principle which excited them to extort a 
part, could have put them in pofTeffion of the whole. Weak as 
this reafoning may appear to the fticklers for juflice, it had 
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force enough with us to operate in favor of the deUnquents. 
We knew the unliccnfed tempers of the Arabs, and it was b«t 
fair to judge of them by their own rule of aftion. We declined, 
therefore, the (haik's kind offer to call thefe fellows to account ; 
and profefled an ignorance of their being any othcrwife accef- 
fary to our misfortunes, than by their fatal recommendation to 
the family now before us. 

We had no latent meaning in this application, but the venera- 
ble Ihaik did not let it pafs unnoticed. He pointed out the cer- 
tainty of the deteflion of villainy, either fooner or later. He de- 
duced it from the inftance which was now before him ; where, 
without a friend to take our part, the wrongs which we had fuf- 
fered had accidentally come to his knowledge, and the authors 
thereof had been punifhed according to their deferts. He 
called upon the father of Ally to own, that the hand of Pro- - 
vidence was to be feen through the whole of this tranfaftion. That 
his fons were but the inftruments of our fafcty, though avowedly 
our enemies ; and under the notion of enriching themfelves at 
our expence, had prevented our falling into the lurking perils 
which awaited us on the river. But that their intentions had been 
juftly rewarded. While we were flieltered under royal patronage, 
one of his fons had fallen in a conteft, about the very pro- 
perty of which he had deprived us; and the other was crip- 
pled with blows, and coveied with difgrace on the fame ac- 
count. The confufion of Ally and his father was not to be 
concealed at this incident. They feemed to be fufficiently hum* 
bled by the melancholy end of Mahomet, but this pathetic exhor- 
tation of the fliaik's had an evident efFeft upon their feelings ; and 
the heart muft be corrupt indeed, that was not amended by it. 
For my own part, I never was fo edified by the difcourfe of a di- 
vine, as I have been, by liftening to the fentiments of this un- 
learned Mahometan. And it is not to be wondered at. His lan- 
guage 



guage was tlaat of the heart, and his opinions breajtfee^i the fra- 
grance of truth. His doftrine was a reflection of his life, and 
both equally bright and unfulUed. When he admoniihed, he 
diredted himfelf to the confciences of his audience ; and- he ftever 
failed to convince, though it is plain he failed to r^orm *. . 

At ten o'clock we took our leave of the fhaik, but are. 1» fee 
him again before our departure, which is fixed for tea o'clock at 
night. On our return home we met a man catryihg a red flag, 
and uttering aloud fome proclamation. His head was crowned 
with a chaplet of bays, and the croud were very attentive to his 
words. We enquired into the purport of his buiinefs, and were 
told, that he was an herald, who daily gives notice of the rifijctg of 
the Nile. We underfl:and that it is now near its gr^ateft height ;. 
and expeft, when we get into the flats of Lower Egypt, to firtd the> 
coimtry entirely under water. 

We 

♦ From a paflage which I have lately met with in Dr. Pococke*s Travels through 
Egypt, I am induced to think that he encountered this amiable perfonage, and was 
indebted to him for letters, which procured him both civility and protedion during 
his voyage up the Nile. Ifman Abu Ally was, from our information, pofleffed of 
his prefent dignity in the year 1737* and, of all the Arabians, was the mpft likely 
to extend his humanity to ftrangers. The pafTage is this : 

" On the 3d of January, the wind not favoring us, we flopped at a place about 
three miles from ♦ Furfhout. Here refides the great fhaik t> who is governor of all 
the country on the weft as far as Aflbuan. I waited on the fliaik's fecretary, with a pre*-' 
fent of five or fix pounds of coffee ; in return, he fent a live (beep to the convent to 
entertain me with, and introduced me to the (haik, who was in an Arab drefs, fitting in 
a corner of a room. He rofe on my entrance, and my fervant brought in my prefent, 
which confifted of two boxes of prunellas, two of other fweetmeats, and fome glafs 
veffels. He afked where I intended to go ? I told him, to the Cataraft.' He replied, 
with a good-natured fmile, that a boat of Franks % lately went up ; and that the peo- 
ple faid, they came to difcover the way into the country, ixi order to return and 

O O take 

* ForQiout It in the neighborhood of Chsnnah. 
f The literal meaning of the Shaik V\ Arab. 

X In this boat wai Capt. Norden, well known fcr hit accurate accounts of the antiquitiet of Egypt. 
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Wc have bcett employed the whole day in preparing for our ex- 
pedition. Breads bifcuit^ and flour were brought us in the after- 
iu)Ott, fufficient to ferve us a fortnight ; and with the beans pro- 
vided for our camels^ run us up a bill of eighty dollars. But in 
this account are included a fheep and an half» which are fried 
down in clarified ghee or butter^ and twenty new (kins to carry 
our water. With this ftock» we truft at leaft to keep famine 
from our heels^ in this journey through the inhofpitable wild 
which divides us from Cairo. We had paid the balance of our 
camel-hire, which amounted in the whole to 1 50 dollars ; and were 
in readinefs to attend the fhaik, previous to oiu: departure. But 
the camel-drivers are either fuperftitious, or have fomething to de- 
tain them until to-morrow night. They came to us about eight 
o'clock, and told the hakeem it had juft occurred to them, that 
to-morrow was the new moon ; a time above all other the mc^ 
lucky to commence a journey. He appeared very angry at their 
ha^dng adopted fuch an idea at fo late an hour ; and finding that 
no arguments could conquer their defire to remain here to-night, 
he referred them to the ftiaik for an anfwer. The good old man 
was vexed at the delay they intended us. But his good-nature in- 
clined him to their fide. He fent for Ibrahim, and dire£ted him 
to tell us, that though the requeft was abfurd in itfelf, the hu- 
moring their prgudices would be the readied way to enfure the 
regard of thefe people. We fubmitted without a murmur to this 
irkfome detention ; and the more fb, as the fhaik has added to his 
former kindnefs, by giving a camel to our condu^or Hadgee Ut- 
talah, to fave us that expence^ 

We 

take it ; and then defured to know what I wanted to fee ? I told him the ruined ci- 
ties. He obferved, that we had no fuch ruins in England, and aflced, whether, if 
they fhould go into our country, we would permit them to fee every thing ; adding, 
that he would give me letters, and a man to go with me, fo that I might be aflured 
1 ihould travel fccurcly.'* Chap 6. Pocockc's Travels. 
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was held, and after the ufual falutations, we were feated on a 
raifed place to the right of the fhaik. His politenefs diflated a 
few queftions to us, after which he proceeded to the trial. We 
were not forry to have our curiofity fatisfied in this particular; 
and we attended with great patience to the procefs. There is no 
jury in this court of juftice, nor any judge but the fhaik, whofe 
will is the law of the realm. When the evidences have been gi- 
ven by the witnefles, they are crofs-examined by the grandees, 
who compofe the council. The (haik liftens attentively to all 
that pafles, forms a judgment of the fa6t, and at length pro- 
nounces the final fentence. At eleven o'clock we made a mo- 
tion to take our leave, and were difmiffed by the good old man 
with an hearty benediftion, and very cordial wiflies for the fuc- 
cefs of our journey. In our hearing he repeated the charge to 
Hadgee Uttalah, to put us down at the Englifti faaoi7 at Cairo ; 
and not to return, without a letter under our hands and feals^ to 
advife him of our fafety, at the peril of his life. To fecurc his 
fidelity beyond the reach of temptation, the fhaik alfb direSed, 
that the family of Hadgee Uttalah fhould be placed under a 
guard, as the furefl hoflages for the integrity of his condufl. 
Our hearts were full enough at the idea of parting with this 
amiable charafter, but this lafl proof of his more than paternal 
care of us, had fuch an eflFeft upon our feelings, that we were 
glad to retire, and conceal the ebullitions of our gratitude. The 
uniform greatnefs of foul which diflinguifhes this Mahometan> 
will encourage flrangcrs to enter his country without fear. And 
it is not unpleafing to us to refleft, that our misfortunes may 
contribute to the fecurity of future travellers. They called forth 
the virtues of this prince from the fhade of obfcurity ; and will 
be a leflbn to his fubjefts, ever to rcfpeft the rights of hu- 
manity. 

As we returned home we were joined by the little Turk,, who 
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was fo afliduous to engage our company by water. Wc a,r^ 
concerned to feparate from him, hat he declines our offer to ac- 
commodate him by land. He confeffes, however, that he is 
under no apprehenfions for us, though he does not chufe to 
rilk his property in the defart. There is fomething inexplicable 
in this ; but our confidence in the fliaik is too firmly rooted, to 
be fliaken by the fufpicions of others* We obfei-yed that the 
Turk was much dejefted at our appro^hing departure ; and 
partly guefling at the caufe, when we got home, with the con- 
currence of my companions, I flipped twelve dollars into his 
hand, to bear his expences down the Nile. His countenance in- 
ftantly brightened up at this prefent ; and he refumed his face- 
tious difpofition during the day, which he dedicated to us. We 
had already been indebted to his afliflance in preparing for our 
journey ; and the major now gave him the charge of his china 
bowls, which were to be delivered to Mr. Baldwin at Cairo. 
We alfo obliged the Turk with many odd things, which were 
fuperfluous to us. But he had fome trouble in conveying them 
put of the houfe, from the vigilance of the domeftics, who were 
doubtlefs dire6ted by their mailer to have an eye to his mo- 
tions. 

Now we have feen our laft of the fliaik, the hakeem intimates 
that he cannot part with us, without a further gratification. 
This Abafiee ! this flave 1 who cannot fit down in the prefence 
of his mafter, though raifed by his favor to the government of 
this city, has the afTurance to afTume airs of confequence, and 
to trufi: to our moderation for putting up with them. Befides 
pur former gifts, he came in for one of the fliauls which we re- 
covered from the vizier, who, in our opinion, was as much en- 
titled to it as himfelf. He is now defirous of my filver hookah^ 
though Ibrahim has informed him of its being packed up. Its 
value chiefly lies in the workmanfliip -, and it is more curious 

2 than 



[ 289 ] 

than ufeful to me. To prevent further importunities, I have fent 
it to this fellow, though it gave me the trouble of unpacking 
a trunk. I am fenfible that he would be degraded from his olfice, 
were the fhaik acquainted with his behavior. But he too much 
confides in our former concealment of his meannefs, to be afraid 
of the confequences : and builds upon our generofity to repeu 
the offence. The fliaik has been already put to fo much trouble 
on our account, that we would overlook a great many iinpofi- 
tiohs, fooner than difturb his repofe with frefh complaints. We 
have already caufed fome changes in his adminiftration ; and it 
would be in us but a bad requital for all his favors, to foment 
differences between him and his favorite fervants, on light occa- 
lions. 

We quickly experienced the good effefts of our compliance with 
the hakeem's humor. He fent for the camel-drivers, to remind 
them of the treatment which they were to give us on the road ; 
and fettled the ceconomy of our journey, and other points, which 
they had difputed with Ibrahim. When the fun fets, the camels 
are to be brought to the door to take up our baggage, which is 
now reduced to half of its original bulk. After fupper we are to 
bid our long- wifhed- for adieu to Ghinnah ; which it muft be re- 
membered, we owe to the virtue of one man ! 

At fun-fet Hadgee Uttalah came haftily to our houfe, and told 
us, that as we had psdd ten dollars apiece for the other camels, 
he expefted fifteen to be paid him, for the prime beaft he was to 
ride himfelf. We were congratulating ourfelves before we were 
quit of this griping cafV. We knew the fhaik had prefented him 
with the price of this very camel, but the fellow had timed his 
application fo well, that we were fain to comply with it. We 
were about to fet off, and neither our hafle nor the late hour, 
would have admitted of our communicating the affair to the 
Ihaik, We had no money remaining that the Arabs knew of; but 
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the old fox got over this difficul^» by oSenng to takjt our note 
of hand^ payabk at Cairo. We were the more reconciled to this 
expedient, as it feemed to intereft our conduftor in our arrival at 
that city^ 

Our baggage was placed upon the camels, and we took our 
leave of feveral people who had been civil to us > particularly die 
qirnidam hakeemt in whofe behalf we had ineffeflually exerted 
ourfelves with the ihaik. At nine o'clock we mounted our beafb^ 
with the fame number gf attendants as when we left Cofire : an 
Arab related to Abdul Ru0ar, Supplying the place of the Indian 
Fakeer. Wc directed our way towards the great mofque by which 
we ent^ered jthe city^ vi^ere we are to take up our water ; acconv-^ 
panied by the hakeem and a party of horfe, who paid us this conw 
pliment by the order of the fhaik. 

Wben we came to the watering-place a new matter was hatched^ 
more fcandalous than any they had yet attempted. We had paid 
lor fifteen camels, and given a promiflbry note for the hire of 
«n<Hher«. Now it was that ibme of the owners of the camels^ 
(of wbkh there are three befides our conductor) applied for 
three additional beafts, under pretence of lightening our baggage^, 
whi^ t&ey did w>t conceive would have turned out fo heavy^ 
Much altercation now enfued^ We were Jaftly nettled at a de- 
VvsLnd which had all the appearance of an imposition; and 
loudly called upon the hakeem to take v& back to his houfe* 
We threatened to acquaint the ihaik in the morning with tha|r 
ill ufage. Nay^ we even pretended to have changed our mindsi 
touching the route ; and declared that we would rather hazard 
purfdves oi^ the fivcr^than among people^ who prefumed to treat 
%% in this manner.. This refolution &emed to alarm than. 
They prevailed upon the hakeem to vouch for their honefly. They 
declared that the proposal was meant purely for our intereft. 
Tq prevent our baggage from being left ao)ong the mountainsi. 
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and to &cure our lives in cafe of an attack^ it was necdiary for 
lis to travel with light camels. That we knew not the arduous 
undertaking in which we had engaged ; or we fhould Icarcely^ 
hefitate to confult the only means^ to fmoothe the difficulties be- 
fiare us. Their application had indeed been too late, fiut to de« 
monftrate* their iincerity» they were content to be at half of the. 
ei^ence, rather than be in want of the camels ; and to take our 
note for the fifteen dollars, payable at Cairo. The candor of 
this 6fier reconciled us to the expence; and we had experienced 
too many delays to contend any further about it. One of the 
owners returned to the city to colleft the additional camels, and 
bang them after us. At eleven o'clock we moved on, and were 
ftili accompanied by die hakeem, whom we flrongly fu^6bed to 
be conceraed in the kft manceuvre of tiie camels. He preceded 
us for about a quarter of a mile on the road i when the troop 
faced fiiddenly round, and, after paying us a complimentary fa*- 
hite^ went off at a full gallop towards the town« We continued 
our march in a cheac&l mood, and going to the north, {qon 
left the trees and the nv^ behind us. Our way lay through 
a ftony and uneven fotl ; and the moon is too young to affift our 
camels to pck out their road by night. At two o'clock wehaltedg 
and fpread our carpets upon a very rugged and uncomfortable 
jdace. We were three hours in motion, but find that our dif-- 
tance from Ghinnahdoes not exceed ^e miles. I have here 
affixed a map of Upper £gypt». wheee the reader is preiented 
with the couriie ai the Nile^ and may purfuie our route thrpu^ 
the defarts of Thebais« 

.FRIDAY, 5th September. 

I awoke at dc^break with my eyes much inflkmed' and difii 
ordered. 1 have fdit a weakneik in than for fome tinie, which 
5 P p 2 proceeded 
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proceeded ffom a cold in my head: and after fleeping under 
cover for this month paft, it is natural that the night air Ihoukt 
have a bad eflfeft upon my eyes. I dread the journey a little on 
this account, and fhall not be furprized to have a confirmed hu* 
mor in them before our arrival at Cairo. We are prevented, 
going forward, by the additional camels not being come up. 
At eight o'clock Hadgee Uttalah fet off for Ghinna in fearch of 
them, and was accompanied by his fon. As this movement 
prefented us with a profpcft of remaining here the greater part 
of the day, we erefted a kind of tent with a cloth ftretched' 
over our baggage, beneath which we made a (hift to creep, to* 
fhelter us from the fun. But we had but a^difagreeable time of 
it. What with the fufpencc, the heat of the weather, and fame. 
fufpieions which were propagated smiong vis, of the honefty;o6 
bur camel-drivers, the hours palTed very heavily. It was whif- 
pered to us by Ibrahim> that thefe fellows were not prepared for 
our expedition ; and had only brought us out here to deceive the: 
fliaik, who was enraged at their delay, As^ a proof of this,, ha^ 
told us at ten o'clock that the camels were about to leave us. 
We faUied out of our neft on this aiarm, and found on enquiry,, 
that the camels were only going to the Nile, to fill up the Ikins 
with water. But the folly of Ibrahim and the reft of our fer* 
vants, was very near being prodiiftive of ierious confequences; 
They were of opinion that w€ ought to return with the camels 
to Ghinnah> and to apply to the fliaik for a moie trufty conduflor^ 
Never, until this moment, had the notions of Ibrahim deviated £o 
much from propriety. But the honefty of his intentions gave 
them a weight, which I am convinced they would not otherwife 
have had ; and it. was a6lually debated, among^ us, whether we 
(hould return or not f So precipitate and ill-advifed a ftep, would 
not only have betrayed our unconquerable jealousy of the Arabs, 
but in all likelihood, have funk us in the efteem of the ihaik. 

lo It 
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It was happily over-ruled ; and the camds were permitted to go* 
quietly on their neceflary errand. 

At two o'clock the camels returned ; and on numbering the 
water-lkins, we found them to amount to thirty. This is a 
great ftore; but, from our former experience, may prove little 
enough for our wants,, before we reach the next watering-place.^ 
We would not break upon our provifion, as our journey was not 
commenced ; and' made a (hift therefore to dine upon dates and 
bread. At four o'clock we were agreeably ftruck with the ap- 
pearance of Hadgee Uttalah, and the Arab who went laft night 
in qucft of the camels. They brought but two, and Hadgee 
camer without his fon. On enquiring into the reafon of this 
diminution of our guard, we learn that the fhaik has detained^ 
the fon, as a pledge for the fincerity of the father. We infer 
from this, that the fhaik was not pleafed with our delay here; 
and has therefore exaftied-this new hoftage from our conduftor, 
toexpreis his difTatisfaftionv 

Our baggage was now replaced upon the camels ; But a full 
hour was loft in*difputes among the owners^ touching the bur- 
dens to be affigned' ta their feveral beafts. Thefe were, how- 
ever, at length adjufted; and at five o'clock in the evening, we 
left the ^ound with eighteen camels in company. Our way 
ftill lay through a ftony plain ; and about fun-fet we mounted 
a craggy hill, from whence we were agreeably furprized with a 
iiidden view of the river below; The land continues barren 
until within a mile of the banks; on which>, buried in a ro^ 
mantic wood, we difcemed- the buildings of Dundarah, a town: 
of: which. I have before fpoken ♦. The want of population can; 

♦ According to the learned Dr. Pococke, .there is a temple of Ifis in -good prefer^ 
vationat Dundarah, but no remains of that of Venus, .fo much celebrated of old*. 
The peci;tliarity of their fituation, prevented the author and his companions from 
indulging their curioiity at that^or any other place.in the neighborhood. . 
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be the only reafbn, that a deiart fhould extend itielf to the vi« 
cinity of the fineft river in the world. And to the genius of a 
Mahometan government, muft that want be alone attributed. 
As we defcended the hill, we loft fight of the wood and water; 
and muft bid adieu for fome time, to fuch a regalement to our 
fcnfes. At feven o'clock we halted for the night. The Arabs 
tell us, that the roads are too rugged and dangerous to travel 
over in the dark. This is a mortification to us ; but we muft 
put up with having come but ten miles in two days, which is ' ' / 
•our prefcnt diftance from Ghinnah. Our courfe has, however, ^ 

hwn northerly, and we are ib far in our route to Cairo* 

SATURDAY, 6th September. 

At half paft five this morning we refiuned our march. My eyes 
are ftill bad, and I have fufiFered great anguifh from them on tbs 
road. The heat particularly afFeds them, though I defend them 
as well as I can from the fun; As we went along we ftarted fe- 
veral deeri but they are too wild to admit of our getting a fhot at 
them. ^ The road ftill ecmtinues rugged, and we afcended feveral 
hillsy but could not procure another peep at the river. It is not 
likely that we are far from h by th^ courfe we keep, though it will 
behove us fliortly to maintain a refpe^ble diftance, to avoid the 
parties of Ibrahim Beg, wl^ch are faid to hover about its neijgb. 
borhood. At half paft eleven >ve halted to the eaftward of a prot- 
je£ting hill, wider whole friendly ftiade we ate an hearty m^ of , ^ 
broad and meat. Our laft ftage was fix hours, or fifteen miles* As ^ ' 
we came up to this place, we difturbcd a poor deer, that had fliel- 
tered itfelf here from the fun. Thefe animals abound in this de- 
fart I and as we have not met with, or even heard of, any wild 
beafts, or venomous creatures in our peregrinations, I conclude 
Egypt to be free of them, notwithftandipg the fables of antiquity. 

2 In 
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In India we confidcr it as a thing almoft cetrtain^ to find tygeri 
neaj- an herd of deer, which they are always obferved to follow as 
their ufual prey. When our dinner was ended, wc laid down to 
take a nap. The hour was inviting thereto^ and the ftty wc wcrer 
to make here, admitting of the fweets of repofe. 

When I awoke in the afternoon, Hadgee Uttalah perceived rajr^ 
eyes to be -much inflamed, and very kindly pro&red me Ibme rt^ 
lief. The Arabs generally carry a medicine about them, for du^> 
cure of a difbrder to which they are 6> fobjeft, from tiie duft and 
heat which incommode their country. Experience muft have, 
proved the efficacy of the medicine ^ and I was fb remote from 
any hopes of afliftancc, that I even ventured to fubmit my eyes tx> 
the hands of this quack. The medicine is of a Uack thick a>nfifl«»- 
ence, and, on his introducing it with an inilrument into my eyes^ 
occafioned a momentary finart. At four o'clock we purfued our 
journey, and keeping the fame diredtion, without varying the* 
fcene> at feven o'clock we reached the foot o£ a prodigbus hi^. 
mountain, which we cannot aicend in the dark. Here, therefore^ 
we took up our abode for the night. The laft ftage was three 
hours^ or feven miles, fo that we compute ourfelvcs to be thirty- 
three miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe to-day has been N. K^ E«. . 

SUNDAY, 7th SeftembeKv 

The Arabs have a very good cuilom of inking coffce> before, 
they kave their ground in a morning. This we have adopted^, 
and find it much more efficacious in taking the chili off the fto- 
mach, than the dd EngHih pre(criptk>n of a dram>» with which; 
we are, perhaps, iuckUy unprovided. By fix o'clock we had' 
accoutered our camels, and, leading them in our hands, beggn to 
afcend the mountain on foot. As we mounted tfaefiieefi^ we fre- 
quently bleft ourfelves that we were not riding*, as tixe path was 
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ib narrow, the leaft fialfc ftep muft have fent the beaft down the 
bordcrmg precipice. But it muft be confeffed, that the camel is 
the moft fure-footed of all beafts of burden ; nor do I recolleft in 
this fatiguing inarch from fteep to fteep, that my camel ftumbled 
once. We were upwards of an hour climbing this mountain, and 
oa the top found an extenfive plain. But the profpeft from hence 
was obftrufted by the adjacent heights, which in fome places 
overlooked the ground we were upon. We travelled about two 
hours on this mountain, where we found a fenfible diflference in 
the fharpnefs of the atmo^here, and at nine o'clock began to de* 
fcend. We once more difmounted our camels, which we had rode 
over the level furface, and haftencd down the declivity, in a third 
of the time which we took to go up. The path winded round the 
fide of the mountain, and to our left an horrid chafm, fome hundred 
fathoms deep, prefented it&If to our view. It is furprizing no ac- 
cident befel the loaded camels, whofe hamefs is fo bad, that they 
were frequently flopped in the middle of a defcent, to adjuft the 
bjaggage which had been difcompofed by the violent motion of 
the animal. When we gained the bottom, two of the camel- 
drivers pufhed forward to fee if they could fhoot a deer. We have 
but little dependence upon their matchlocks, which muft be reft- 
ed to take a good aim : and though my companions have mufkets, 
they will not rilk their reputation by trying their fkill, as they 
have not balls that fit their pieces. We winded through the val- 
ley, where we met with numerous thorn- trees in full bloflbm and 
fragrance ; and after a long march, halted at half paft one o'clock 
to the eafbvard of an high hill. Juft before we reached this place, 
a ludicrous circumflance enough happened to me. I had loiter- 
ed about two hundred yards behind, in company with three of 
the Arabs,. who fuddenly ftopped my camel, and, by figns, for- 
bade me to proceed. This abrupt behavior roufed me from a re- 
verie in which I was plunged ; and, on my attempting to go on, 

they 
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they ftill detained me, and frequently cried out, '* Huflal, huf- 
fal-" I looked immediately for my companions, who, I perceiv- 
ed, were treated in the fame manner ; and I was about to have re- r 
courfe to my arms, in order to force a pafTage to them, when, 
behold ! a fine buck ran acrofs the road in front of us, which was 
followed by the report of a piece. The myftery was now unra^ 
veiled, and I was in a moment delivered from the greateft per- 
plexity I had ever experienced. This had arifen from my im- 
perfed acquaintance with the language. The word ** HulTal," 
which had appeared to me like a term of command, I now found 
to be a deer in Arabic. I quickly rejoined the troop, and laugh- 
ed heartily with them at the adventure. I need not add, that wc 
did not dine upon venifon to day- We had recourfe, however, td 
our potted mutton, of which we muft be fparing, as our con- 
ductor and the camel-owners expect to partake of it. We did not >^ .^ 
lay our account with this partition, but will fubmit to it, rather , . 
than put thefe people out of humol\ The laft ftage was feven /y— 
hours and an half, or nineteen miles. * ^v 

At half paft three o'clock we were mounted again, and going " 

through the fame valley, in about an hour, reached the bottom of 
another fteep mountain* We were obliged to lead our camels up, 
and in about half an hour gained the fummit, where we found a 
plain near two miles in length, over which we rode. At fix o'clock 
we came to the extremity of the mountain, when our advanced 
guard alarmed us with the news of a party of camels being in the 
vale. As it was a fufpicious place to encounter any of our own 
fpecies, we all took to our arms, and afFembled on tlie defcent, 
which was fo craggy, and fo perpendicular, that, fmall as our 
numbers were, we were enabled, by our fituation, to have coped 
with a multitude of enemies. The ft rangers had obferved our 
motions, and drew up in a body below to wait the refult, Wc 
counted m lefs than thirty camels, and de4viced therefrom, that 
L ^ ' Q^q we , 
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we (hould have two to one againft us, in cafe of faoftilities* To 
gain intelligence, however, of the diipofition of the ftrangers, 
Hadgee Uttalah himfelf defcended into the vaUey. He ventured 
himfelf unarmed, as a token of peace ; and we were not a little 
impatient to behold the interview which was about to take place. 
We were deeply jnterefted in it? event ; and, drcumftanccdas we 
were, it is not furprizing that w6 fhould doubt of its fuccefs: But 
we were happily deceived in our ideas. No iboner had Hadgee 
Uttalah approached the new party,, than he was realized by one 
among them, who ran with open arms. to recdve him. He was 
prefently encompaffed by the reft; and we could difcem that he 
was lerved with coffee and bread. This ftaggcred us in our opi- 
nion of thefe people's profeffion ; and vre b^an to ccmceive that 
they might be travellers like oxirkhfcs^ who, in thefe critical times, 
had explored the defart, in preference to the river. And we were 
now confirmed in this conceit^ by the figns which Hadgee nfiade 
to us to defcend. Thefe figns were interpreted to us by our 
Arabs, who told us there was nothing to fear. We obeyed, there*^ 
fore, and went down the hill in as good order as the path would 
admit of. We were met at the foot of it by Hadgee, who convey- 
ed us and our baggage to a fpot at Ibme diftance from the ftrangers, 
and then returned to them. Miny were tiie embraces and con- 
gratulations that were exchanged between the Arabs on both 
fides. The firft thing we learned was, that water is to be pro* 
cured ki this valkyi, which has induced our gentry to halt here 
and replenifii our fldns. We arrived here at half paft fix o'clock, 
fo that our laft ftage was three hours, or feven miles « 

While Hadgee Uttalah was engaged in an eameft converfationr 
with the leader of the other party, Ibrahim and Abdul Ruflar came 
to us with looks of furpiize, and informed us, that they had difw 
covered the ftrangefs to be what we at firft apprehended—a band 
of robbers. That diey had overheard ome of them boaft, that this 

band 
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band took tlie forty camels near Cofire during our ftay iri that 
town — an anecdote which I before mentioned — and that on the 
hanks of the Nile, they had plandered a caravan but a few days 
ago, with the fpoils of which they were now returning to their 
own countiy ! It may be imagined that we were not a little ftartled 
at this intelligence. The novelty of the circumftance did not di- 
ininifli its unpleafantnefs i and our fituation was as alarming as 
uncommon. We were turned adrifjt in a wide defart, and, in cafe 
of oppofition, were to depend upon our arms, and the fideUty of 
our Arabs, Even conqueft woald not avail us, were we obUged 
to fight againfl: our guides* In the defart only could wc look for 
fafety in this hoftile land ; and we had no clue to unravel its 
mazes, fliould wc be abandoned by our people. Thefe were the 
firft i^fledions which fuggefted themfelves ; but our minds were 
prefently relieved by the aflUrances of Hadgee Uttalah, who now 
joined us- He made no fcruple to acquaint us with the profeffion 
of the robbers ; but added, that they had as much regard for tlieir 
word as other people. They happily knew him, which was in- 
deed the faving of an efFufion of blood. For, on the fcorc of 
friendihip, they had pledged their word to him, that they would 
not meditate the leaft wrong againft us* We might truft them 
implicitly, for the wild Arabs had never been known to break their 
faith on fuch occafions- After this prelude, we were the lefs fur- 
priced at a propofition which they had made him, to accompany 
us to Cairo. Hadgee himfelf recommended to us to accept of it. 
Our intereft, he faid, was every way concerned in it. They would 
ferve us both as guides and protestors, in this unfrequented 
wafte : and where they once adopted a caufe, it was their cha- 
rafter to promote it at the expence of their blood. Had we dif- 
t rafted this panegyric, it was not for us to diflcnt againft the 
opinion of our conduftor, who was aftually the mafter of our 
perfons and effefts. The pledges he has left at Ghinnah will pre- 
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vent his rifking his charge wantonly^ and on this we rely at this 
junfture. We have fallen into precious company ! and it behoves 
us to be on our guard as much as poflible. Never did heroes in 
romance plunge into greater perplexities; and were not this 
narrative well attefted, it might feem here to breathe the air of 
fi6lion. But the good genius which prefided over every adven- 
ture we have atchieved, will, we truft, conduct us fafely through 
the prefent. 

At ieven o'clock the camds belonging to the robbers went on 
for water, and left their captain and a guard only with their bag- 
gage. This was a proof of confidence ; but we betook ourfelves 
to bed, with our arms by us as ufual, and got as much fleep as the 
cold would admit of. I was fb unfortunate as to be ftripped of my 
night-cloak at Ghinnah, and have no defence but a chintz cover- 
lid againft the (harpnefs of the wind, which is due north, and as 

, . / cutting as I ever felt it out of Europe. When we begin to travel 

at night, the motion will make us lefs fenfible of the cold. This 

' ^i . ' ; ^ ? valley is, by our reckoning, fifty-nine miles from Ghinnah. Our 

/^ / couife to-day has been N. W. 

MONDAY, 8th September. 

I awoke at four o'clock this morning, and found that the ca- 
mels belonging to the robbers were not returned from the fpring. 
Their baggage lay within view of us, among which I learn there is 
coffee, fugar, and fail-cloth, which they have lately taken, and are 
carrying for fale into the neighborhood of Cairo. At day-break 
our camels were alfo difpatched for water, and left only Hadgec 
Uttalah and the owners of the camels with us. As there was no 
hope of our decamping before noon, to amufe myfelf after break- 
faft I fat down to tranfcribe an ode, in the compofition of which 
I WW difturbcd yeftcrday by the adventure of the deer^ My camel 
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is the lazieft of the fet, and affords me frequent opportunities 
for niufing, by lagging behind the reft. A pretty place for in* 
fpiration truly ! methinks fome critic cries. But as gay fcenes 
give birth to gay ideas, fo the verfe portrayed in a defart, can- 
not fail to partake of its ftrong and gloomy coloring. Thofe 
readers who are of a difpofition to relifli fuch a pifture, may 
look to the Appendix ; where, to avoid breaking the thread of 
ray fubjefl:, I have placed this ode. Conceived among the objefts 
it defcribes, it is chiefly calculated for the penfive, melancholy 
heart y to which I beg leave to addrefs it. 

It feems tliat robbeiy is no difhonorable profeflion among the 
Arabs, while they confine their attacks to the people of other 
diftrifts. Their friends and acquaintances may encounter thefe 
banditti without violation ^ and it is feldom known, that they 
lay their own countrymen under contribution. Our Arabs have 
fallen under the former dcfcription, and it is to this extraordi- 
nary obfervance of faith, that wc ftiall be indebted for our 
efcape. Their cuftom is to make excurfions into diftant pro- 
vinces, and to return to their own, with all the plunder they 
can collefl. They confider it rather as carrying on a petty wai*, 
than as an infringement of the rights of mankinds and in this re- 
fpe6t, perhaps, have as much reafon and juftice on their fide, as 
moft of thofe heroes who have defolated the earth, and whofe 
crimes only want to he diverted of the vain eclat of uncommon 
aftions. The government itfclf winks at thefe proceedings, which 
enrich its fubjecls ; and while the delinquents keep beyond the 
immediate cognizance of juftice, they have nothing to appre- 
hend from its refentment. And if it be confidered, that many 
of their afTociates are men who have been guihy of no offence, 
but have been obliged by the crimes of fome of tlieir family, to 
take refuge in the defait, to fhun the vengeance of individuals, 
we fhould be the lefs furprized at meeting with an inftance of 
a humajxity 



[ 1^2 I 

humanity and forbearance among them. The cruel policy of 
their laws has peopledthe wafte ; and driven men of fair cha- 
racter to mingle with the vile, and to prey on the unwary tra* 
veller ! 

The captain of the gang was introduced to us by Hadge* 
Uttalah at breakfaft, and took a cup of coffee with us. He is a 
bold, laughing villain, of a middle fize, but large limbed : and 
would be well-featured, were not his mouth disfigured by a deep 
fear, which contrafts his upper lip, and betrays the lofs of fe- 
veral of his fore-teeth : the c£kQis we fuppofe of one of his ren- 
counters! There is a freedom in his behavior, which gains 
him our confidence. Far from being afhamed of his way of 
life, he talked of his late exploit, and produced two pair of 
morocco flippers, a Turkifh vcft, and other articles of drefs, for 
fale* Thefe we readily purchafed, to conciliate his good opinion i 
and neceffity mufi excufe our receiving ftolen goods, knowing 
them to be ftolen. Abdul RufTar bought an Alcoran, and other 
religious books, the plunder perhaps of fbme poor prieft ; and 
Ibrahim a French horfe-piftol, which wiir be of more fhcw 
than ufe to him. Thefe things we have procured for at leaft a 
third of their value : and Hadgee Uttalah has fatisfied the rob- 
ber, for which we are to account with the former at Cairo. We 
have been careful to infill into our own people the belief of our 
being deflitute of n[X)ney ; or God knows, what mifchicf the dif- 
covery of our real treafures might produce againft us. Our for- 
tune is very peculiar. We might have gone this road a thoufand 
times, without encountering thefe freebooters. Had we arrived 
at tins pafs but half an hour later, we fhould have miffed of 
them, as they were hafVing through the valley to get water, and 
dreamed as little as ourfelves, of flumbling upon human crea- 
tures in this unfrequented wafte. But the event only can de- 
cide, whether the meeting be propitious or not. We have often, 
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during our journey, had occafion to applaud Pope's celebrated 
maxim, that ** whatever is, is right J' And though fo flattering 
to our interefts, may we not hope that even this will prove a 
frcfli teftimony of it ? The dealings which we have had with 
their captain, fliew that he means to aft upon the fquare 
with us ; and we are ftill encreafing our debt with our Arabs, of 
which they are to look for payment at Cairo. 

At eleven o'clock their camels returned from the fpring, and 
had their intentions been hoftile^ they could not have found a 
better opportunity to execute them, than in the abfence of a 
great part of our force. But their ideas were of an oppofite na- 
ture. In the afternoon they killed a young camel, in compli* 
ment to Hadgee Uttalah ; and Jiothing went forward but pre- 
parations for an entertainment. This flelh the Arabs efteem be- 
yond all other ; and as they prefented us with a piece, our 
ftomachs were not pampered enough to refufe tafting of it. 
Though wc had eaten our humble repaft, we had fufhclent 
appetite to find the meat tender and well-flavored. It is coarfc 
enough, however, and might be miftaken for bul^beef. 

At three o'clock out» camels returned, with the fkins filled 
with good water. There is a feaft however among the Arabs, 
which cuts off our expeftations of getting away before the 
evening. Were it not for the delay, we have not fpent a dif- 
agi^able day in this valley. It is fo deep and fo narmw, 
that there is ever a fliade to the eaft or well: fide of it, and a 
draft of wind drawing through, which alleviates the noon- tide 
fervor* / 

We find, to our great regret, that we do not move to-night, 
Hadgee Uttalah now tells us, that as the camel was killed on 
our account, we cannot in decency but flay, until the ftrangers 
kave drelTed and prepared it for the journey. This will take up 
until dark, and we have another craggy mountain to pafs over. 

As 
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As die troubles probably fubfift at Cairo, the old man propofed 
to us a plan, to carry us to the place of tbcfe robbers' refidence. 
This is fituated near the river, and but a few hours diftant from 
that city, where he will accompany us in a boat* And the rea^ 
fon he gives for this manoeuvre, is plaufible enough. His camels 
run a riik of being prefled for the war, (hould he venture them 
to Cairo. Notwithftanding it was the Shaik Ul Arab's pofitive 
dire£tion, that the camels (hould fet us down at the Engliih fac- 
tory, and the fcheme itfelf is not wholly to our mind, we muft 
have that confideration for thefe poor creatures' property, as not 
to hazard it wantonly at the capital, if we can be conveyed there, 
though at a little more expence, in a boat. We have, therefore, 
given our condu£lor the latitude to a6fc for the beft. But not to 
forget our intereft while he promotes his own. 

The crackling of fires was now heard on all fides, and the menial 
Arabs were bufy in turning the large joints upbn the glowing em- 
bers. Some were dealing out their fcanty allowance to the camels ; 
while others unfheathed their glittering blades, to portion out the 
night's repaft. Meanwhile the chiefs were aflembled apart, 
ftretched upon the hides of ibme ferocious janimal, once roving and 
lawleis like themfelves. Their arms were thrown peaceably by 
them ; while from each mouth, a long protended tube difpenfed 
the fragrant fumes of Perfia's weed. Deeds of bold hardiment are 
now retold : and each vain-glorious boafter is hero of the fre- 
quent tale. His province, war ! and man, his Ipoil • Thus fleet 
the hours, 'till languor creeps upon the band, and quick refigns 
them to the arms of fleep. 

TUESDAY, 9th SlPTEMBER. 

The night was (harp as ufual, which occafioned us to lie longer 
this morning to comfort ourfelves. We did not move oflF our 
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ground tmtil half paft fix: o'clock, ^nd the robbers then were n6t 
re^y to accompany !us. They dcfired us however to proceed, 
and promifed to follow foon after. For three hours we winded 
thnou^ tlw valley we fldpt in, and about ten o'clock, began to 
^in the high ground by a regular afcent. The reft of this day's 
cjiQurney was continued over a fuccefEon of hills and dales ; where 
the road was fo intricate and broken, that nothing but a camel 
ccnild get over it;. The appearance of the road is fo frightful in 
4»any places, that we do not wonder, why our people have hidicrf- 
•to laid by in the night. The air is fo piercing on the hills, that 
we feel not the leaft inconvenience from the meridian ray. The 
fun, indeed, is far to the fouthward in this month, and we daily 
haften, to our great comfort, from each other: add to. this, we have 
turned our backs upon him. We can already pronounce this joiir- 
liey to be of & different complexion from our laft. The roads, it is 
true, are more difficult and dangerous ; but the feafon is fo much 
changed for the better, that we fcarce know what it is to thirft, or 
to fuffer any but a partial heat. At one o'clock we entered another 
valley, which we traverfed until half paft two, and for want of 9 
breeze, found it comfortably hot. Here we halted, and were not 
lucky enough to gain the leaft fhelter from the fun. The change 
was difagreeable enough from our late fituation in the high ground. 
We paffed fuddenly from the extreme of cold to that of heat* 
*' Extremes by change more fierce." This valley we found to 
be the proper watering-place : the fpring we met with yefterday 
being only known to the robbers who haunt the wafte. Our ca- 
mels were accordingly difpatched to replenilh the few empty fkins, 
and to diink themfelves, againft the long thirft they are to expe- 
rience. We fprang a brace of partridge and feveral quail in this 
valley, which has good cover of fragrant fhrubs. The laft ftage 
was no lefs than eight hours, or twenty miles, and by our reckon- 
ing, we are but feventy-nine miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe 
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to-day has been N. N. W. We now fee that yefterday was ab- 
folutely a loft day, and if we travel at this rate, our provifions, as 
well as patience, will foon fail us. 

It was whifpered about that the robbers had taken a different 
route. We had been here near two hours, and there were no 
figns of them. This made us fufpeft, that they had kmufed us 
with the idea of joining us, and we were rather doubtful, whether 
the feparation would be to our advantage or not, when a little 
after four o'clock, I faw the captain of the robbers with two at- 
tendants, advancing towards us with a quick pace. Shortly after 
the whole band appeared in light, according their ftcps to the tune 
of a fong, and feemingly carelefs of the fun-beams and of the 
world befide. They make a formidable figure, and are trebly 
armed to what our party are. How different is the fa6l from 
what was reported of their difcipline and arms \ Befides his 
matchlock, which is flung behind his back, each man has piftols 
in his girdle, a fabre on his left fide, and a hanger on his right, 
while in his right hand he brandifhes a fpear. They are alfo in 
general better mounted than we ; and our having out-marched 
them to-day, muft be attributed to the additional load they have 
carried in the flefh of the camel. The principal part of our 
force was abfcnt, and they had another fair opportunity of at- 
tacking us to advantage. But very amicable was their falutation ; 
and they only thought offending their camels to the fpring, which 
met our's returning thence. This we find will detain us here un- 
til the morning, and is the fecond delay which thefe people have 
occafioned us. We learn that we arc to march for three days on 
the mountains, before we defcend towards the Nile, where we 
are to water next; which argues the neceflity of going from 
hence with full fkins^ 

W E D^ 
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WEDNESDAY, loth September. 

We were late as ufual in decamping this morning. The Arabs 
feem not to relifli the morning air, and make up for the delay, by 
marching an hour or two longer during the heat of the day : a 
circumftance not over and above agreeable to us. But, perhaps, I 
fpeak chiefly for myfelf, whofe eyes are ftill weak, though on the 
mending hand, and much incommoded by the rays of the fun. 
.Our fatisfaftions aie feldom without their alloys. In a converfa- 
tion we had with one of the owners of our camels, as we drank our, 
coffee, he let us know how much we were in the power of his 
countrymen. He had the afTurance to laugh at the idea of the Shaik 
Ul Arab, who he faid was nobody here ; and added, that were it 
notfor himfelf and his companions, we (hould have been ftripped 
by the robbers, and now been wandering about the defart, defti- 
tute of food and raiment ♦. There was. fomething in this pifture 
that did not flatter our imaginations. Our pride was alarmed i 
and we quickly retorted, that we never would be reduced to fuch 
a condition, while we had a hand remaining to wield a weapon. But 
in fpite of this fellow's arrogance, we thought it prudent to retain 
him in our intereft. We commended his fidelity, and appeared 
thankful for his friendfliip, which we promifed to fliew a proper 
fenfe of on our arrival at Cairo. His behavior, indeed, is quite 
the reverfe to that of Hadgee Uttalah, who is not only a quiet, 
civil body, but one, who fpeaks of his fovereign with deference 
and refped. 

At half pafl: fix o'clock we began to afcend a mountain nearly 
perpendicular. The way was rugged, and one of my camels be- 

R r 2 ing 

• This very fituation has fince beca the lot of a company of Europeans, between 
Suez and Cairo. The miferable end of thofe who perifhed in this horrid manner, 
iliould redouble our fenfe of our providential cfcape. 
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ing flcittifti, or perhaps uneafily laden^ fuddenly threw his burden 
from his back, and difordereij the whole body. My trunks pitched 
from rock to rock, until they got to the bottom ; and I am in- 
debted to good luck, that they were not broken to pieces. T* he 
contents which fuch an accident would have published to the 
robbers, might have awakened the fpirit of rapine which lay dor- 
mant within them, and tended to difturb the prefent harmony 
which fubfifts between us. Ibrahim was fent down to replace 
the baggage, and found one of the robbers very kindly aflifting 
the driver in that office. We were near an hour leading our ca- 
mels from one afcent to another, before we conquered the fum- 
mit ; and for three hours rode over a plain, where neither ihrub 
nor bufh was to be feen. At ten o'clock we defcended into a val- 
ley, where we halted to breakfeft. In this valley, we found plenty 
of provender for our cattle : rofemary bufhes, and other flirubs 
of uncommon fragrance, which, being natives of the defart, are 
flill, perhaps, without a name. Though thefe fcented plants are 
the ufuat food of the camel, it is remarkable that his breath is 
infufferably naufeous. But when he is pufhed by hunger, he de- 
vours thirties and prickles indifcriminatcly, without the leaft da- 
mage to his mouth, which feems proof to the Iharpeft thorns. 
The laft ilage was four hours, or ten miles. 

At half paft eleven we mounted again, and traverfed the 
valley for an horn- and upwards, when we climbed the moun- 
tains once more, by as narrow and craggy paths as human feet 
ever trod. As we overlooked the precipices befide us, I difco- 
vered feveral channels apparently worn with water, and am con- 
vinced in my own mind, from thefe and other figns, that either 
the Nile formerly branched into this defart, or rivers ran here 
whofe fprings are now choaked up. *^ Dumb are their channels 
and their fountains dry." The very neighborhood of the Nile 
has undci^ae one of the imaiccounrtable viciffitudes of fublu- 
10 nary. 
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nary things : and the population of Upper Egypt has fhrunk 
to the narrow compafs of the river, which waters her extenfive 
domain ! 

The band of robbers keep in our rear, and have hitherto 
halted at an agreeable diftance from us- This conduct we ap- 
prove of much, as their mixing with our fimple fei^vants might 
be produ6tive of difcoveries, not to^ur advantage. At half paft 
four, we entered a valley ^ where we dined luxurioufly in the 
fliade. We are much furprized to find that out bifcuit runs 
fhort- This will foon oblige us to mefs with the Arabs, and to 
eat of their flour cakes baked in the afhes. But while we 
keep our healths, we fhall fcarcely complain of our food^ what- 
ever it may be. The Arab we hired at Ghinnah, is the perfon 
on whom we muft depend for the manufafturing thefe cakes. 
He is a droll, who plays a thoufand antic tricks to divert the 
company. But I am of opinion, that he has more of the knave 

I than fool about him, Ibrahim was always too indolent, to ad- 

minifter to our wants of this kind. And as to Abdul Ruflar, he 

|. has been of little or no fervice to us, fince the leap he made 

for his life at the hoiife of Mahomet. He has been long reco- 
vered of his bruifes, but they feem to have cooled his zeal for .^ f / 
our interefts. The laft ftage was five hours, or twelve miles f ^ ^/}*^^^ 
and an half. At eight o'clock we moved on with the benefit 
of a fine moon, and kept winding through the valley until half 
paft eleven, when we Hopped at the foot of an high hill for the 
remainder of the night. The laft ftage was tliree hours and an ^ 

half, or nine miles I and we are by computation one hundred i j l) jh f n 
and ten miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe to-day has been to jc . f j 

the eaftward of north. ^f^^y^y^^^^ 
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THURSDAY, nth September. 

We decamped in luch hafte this morning, that we were dif. 
appointed of our coffee, and marched away with empty ftomachs. 
We led the camels up the hill before us, and for two hours 
palled over fuch a variety of hills and dales, that we could not 
pretend to mount our beafts. At eight o'clock, we began to 
defcend into a deep valley, by one of the moft dangerous roads 
we had yet beheld. On each fide of us were perpendicular 
fteeps, fome hundred fathoms deep. But the traveller's atten- 
tion feems to be purpofely diverted from the danger, by the 
magnificent objefts which furround him. Here he fees pointed 
heaps of the brighteft cryftal, that dazzle the eye with their 
glittering luftre : while ever and anon above his head, tre- 
mendous to behold ! columns of the fineft granite, rent from the 
mountain, feem ready to bury him beneath their tottering 
weight. On every part is fuch a wild confufion of hanging 
precipices, disjointed rocks, and hideous chafms, that we might 
well cry out with the poet ** Chaos is come again." Whoever 
can tread thefe rude retreats, without being ftruck with the fub- 
limeft ideas of that Almighty Providence, who prefides as well 
amid the gloom and filence of the defart, as in the noife and 
gaiety of the city, muft be as dead to the emotions of fancy 
as to a fenfe of devotion. Yes, omnipotent Father ! to thee we 
truft for our deliverance from the perils that furround us. It 
was through this wildernefs thou didft lead thy chofen people. 
It was here thou didft manifeft thy fignal proteftion, in fnatch- 
ing them from the jaws of deftruftion which opened upon every 
.fide. Though lefs deferving of thy regard, we defpair not of a 
profperous iffue to our wanderings : and in the hope of thy fup- 
port, we look with indifference on what may befal us ! 

9 M 
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At nine o'clock we afcended a gentle acclivity, where we 
mounted our camels, and rode over level ground until half I 

part ten, when we halted among fome flirubs, to feed our beafts \\ 

and to breakfaft. The laft ftage was four hours and an half^ or 
eleven miles. 

At half paft eleven we refumed our journey, which ftilT \ 

lay upon a plain. As we went along, we ftarted two or three 
deer, which were the firft living creatures we had met upon i 

thefe heights. At twoa*clock we came fuddenly upon a dreadful 
chafm in the road, which appears to have been the effed of an 
earthquake. It is about three hundred yards long* one hundred 
yards wide, and as many deep ^ and what is the curiofity, in 
the middle of the gulph a fmgle column of ftone raifes its head 
to the fur face of the earth. The rudenefs of the work, and the I 

afVonjfhing length of the ft one, announce it to be a * lufus na- 
1 tura,' though the robbers declared to us> that beneath the co- 

lumn there lies a prodigious fum of money 5 and added, with a 1 

grave face, they have a tradition, that none but a Chiiftian's hand 
can remove the flone to come at it. We could hardly keep our 1 

countenance at this tale, and without attempting a labor, which 
would have been worthy of the fabled Hercules, we rounded this 
gulph, which is called Somah ; and leaving it behind us, we 
entered a valley where we found a very craggy road. We con- 
tinued our courfe through this valley until half paft five 
o'clock, when we halted under the fhade of an hill to dine. The 
laft ftage was fix hours, or fifteen miles j and a very fatiguing < 
one it proved, during the hotteft part of the day. The robbers 
kept nearer to us than ufual, and encamped on the fame ground, j 

»Here our Arabs diverted themfelves with fhooting at a mark, | 

at which they are very dextrous. It is neceftary for them, how- j 

ever, to reft their pieces, which leaves them infinitely beneath " 

our markiraen in fair fhooting. The example of our people 

animated 



{ 3^2 1 

animated thofe in the other quarter : and there was nothmg 
heard but the report of fire-arms, during our ftay here. The 
robbers were much delighted with a muiketocm belonging to us, 
whofe execution upon the rocks was more terrible, and whofe 
report more loud, than they had any conception of. They re- 
marked too with wonder, that a matchlock miffes fire more fre- 
quently than a fufee, although the former has a match in lieu 
pf a flint. 

At eight o'clock we mounted again, and refumed our courfp 
through the valley by moon*light, until half paft ten, wheu 
we flopped to take our r^ofe. The lafl flage was two hours 
and an half, or fix miles ; and by our reckoning, we are one 
hundred and forty-two miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe to- 
day has been N. by E. and N. by W. 

FRIDAY, 12th September. 

We did not begin our march before half pafl fix o'clock 
th^s morning, by which time we had broken our faft with a difh 
of coffee. We directed our courfe to the weftward, to gain on 
the river ; as this is the fourth day fince we filled our water- 
ikins, which make but a light appearance at prefent. We foon 
entered upon a very extenfive plain, fcattered over with a va- 
jiety of odoriferous fhrubs, and bounded on all fides by lofty 
mountains, whofe tops were lofl in the clouds. After the 
heights we have pafTed, it is no pleafing profpefi to behold new 
difficulties to conquer. 5ut, alas ! fatigues feem daily to multi* 
ply upon us. *' Hills peep o'er hills, and Alps on Alps arife.'' 
—As we went along we perceived the frefti tracks of numbers of 
deer, which wc fuppofe had taken to the hills on our approach. 
The nearer we go to the Nile, the lefs flerile is th^ face of the 
country* The foil in many places is mixed with clay, and feem? 
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capable of cultivation. At half paft eight o'clock we halted in a fpa- 
cious opening between the mountains, which leads due weft to 
the river. Here the Arabs tell us we muft remain, while the ca- 
mels fetch water from the Nile, which is about twenty miles 
diftant. As the war ftill rages there, they do not think it pru- 
dent for us to approach any nearer. The robbers have encamp- 
ed by usj and difpatched their camels on the fame errand. This 
delay will prolong our journey a day at leaft, and confequently 
the time we are to fpend with thefe honeft fellows. They are, 
however, on their good behavior with us ; and as long as they 
keep their word with our conductor, we are bound to fpeak well 
of them, whatever may be their general chara6ter and ptofefhon. 
We fhould have fpent a difagreeable day here, had we not fixed up 
fuch a tent as we contrived at our firft ftage from Gliiiinah, to 
Ihelter us from the fun. But there was no ftanding within it, 
nor any mode of entrance but upon our knees. Tins inconve- 
nience, however, is not to be mentioned, among others which 
we have long fuftained. Chairs and tables we have been utter 
ftrangers to for fome months ; and it is no longer awkward to 
us to feed ourfelves with our fingers. 

While we waited for the return of our camels, we were alarmed 
about noon by the report of two cannon. It came from the river, 
and we began to apprehend that there might be troubles in our 
neighborhood* Remote as we were from the fcene of the difpute, 
the light of our camels might occafion an enquiry from either 
party J which might end in die difcovery of our retreat. Thefe re- 
fle£tions were not of a very confolatory nature 1 nor did our fitu- 
ation call for foreign evils, to render it lefs enviable. But we were 
not othei-wife difturbed, than in our imaginations. Every thing 
remained quiet during the day ; and though the Arabs, as well as 
our fervants, repeatedly declared, that they heard the firing of 
more cannon, we imputed it to fancy or fear, and attended very 
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patiently to the iflue. We were mdeed engaged in another mat- 
ter^ which at.firft had a ferious countenance. We found Aat our 
coffee and fugar was expended^ and that the camel-drivers were 
in want of more ghee, notwithAanding the large ftock which we 
laid in of thefe articles. Now it was that we became fenfible o^ 
fome of the good effefts of the company of the robbers. What 
we fhould have fought for in vain in their abfence^ their captain 
has fupplied us with, at half the prices which fuch articles bear at 
Ghinnah.^ Hadgee Uttalah has fettled with him for the amount, 
which we are to repay at Cairo,. In truth, the confcience of thia 
robber is no lefs wonderful than his manners. He is eafy of ac- 
«efs, and yet carries a prop«^ command over his party ; and by his 
own example teaches them to be civil, and even obliging to us*^ 
We would willingly make him a fuitable acknowledgment for 
this behavior, but do> not think it fafe to produce money, or to 
depart in the leaft from our profeflions of poverty. It was witk 
the greateil pleafure imaginable, that I could oblige him in a 
trifling point : with a couple of razors which he faw in my ler- 
vant's hands, and exprefled a defire for. 

As the night advanced, our anxiety for the fate of our camels 
encreafed; They did not return before eleven o'clock, and were 
abfent upwards of fourteen hours. They went to an unfrequent- 
ed inlet of the river, but faw a countryman, who informed the 
drivers,, that Ifmaul Beg had repulfed the gallics of Ibrahim Beg,, 
and difperfed his forces upon the banks of the Nile. We are pro- 
bably indebted to the horrors of the defart, that we have not en- 
countered any of the fugitives, who, to, (hun famine here, have 
chofen a route more formidable in point of human perfecutions. 
This place> weundferftand, ia nearly oppofite to the town of Suadi,. 
on the Nile ;, and as our ftage to-day was but two hours, or five 
miles, weare,>y our calculation, 149 miles from Ghinnah. 

2^ SATUR^ 
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SATURDAY, 13th September. 

At half pafl: fix this morning we left our g^ound» and travelled 
over a plain until nine o'clock, when we entered a broad valley, 
and at ten halted among ibme buihes to breakfdft. We now began 
to be in the fame meis with the Arabs, Our own bifcuit was out i 
>ut it was with no indifFerent ftomachs that we partook of their un- 
leavened bread. This is made of flour to be fure, but flour in the 
cbarfeft ftate : and wlmt with the making and baking, the reader 
iDay conceive that ther bread is of a tolerable blacknefs, before it 
comes to our hands. We rooifl:en this food with ghee, and crown 
the repafl: with a difli of coffee, and a draught of water. I declare, 
for my own part, that I never enjoyed one, at any period of my 
life, with a better relifh. So beneficial are exercife and fobriety 
to the health! and fo fuccefsful is necefllty in overcoming the force 
of habit ! I may fpeak confidently on the former heads, in regard 
to myfelf ; as my conititutton is none of the ftrongeft, and I have 
been ever fubje^t to head-achs, and nervous complaints. But 
none of our company bear the fatigues of the journey better than 
myfelf ; or have been bleft with a greater fhare of health daring 
our refidence in thefe parts. The humour in my eyes was but an 
external difbrder; and, thanks to our conductor, did not much 
trouble me after the application he made to them. The lafl ftage 
was three hours and an half, or nine miles. 

At eleven o'clock we mounted again, and purfucd our route 
through the valley, which is pretty thickly covered with ihrubs. 
Nothing is fo difagrecaWe as to go for any length of way through 
a place of this kind. The poor camels will ftqp at every bufli to 
fatisfy their hunger ; and, did humanity admit of depriving them 
of this fcanty fatisfaiStion, neither words nor blows could induce 
them to mend their pace, . At pne^o'clpcjc we gained, by a, gentle 
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afcent, upon a plain, ftony and bare of verdure. We left the hill 
in our rear, and toiled onwards over the barren flat in an hot fun 
until four o'clock, when we entered a valley ftored with rofemary 
and other fcented buflies. We winded through it tintil half paft 
four, when we halted to refrefli oiirfelves and cattle. It muft be 
obferved, that we found no fhelter from the fun at cither of ow 
halting-places to-day, which has rendered it the moft irkfome one 
during this journey. The laft ftage was five hours and an half, 
or fourteen miles. 

At eight o'clock we moved on with a fine moon. The night 
was ver\ ftiarp and cold, diough I faced it without putting oa 
any additional covering. The Arabs wrapped themfelves up ia 
their cloaks ; and, with the affiftance of their pipes, contrived to 
bafHe the piercing wind, which is by no means . agreeable to th#ir 
feelings. Each man is provided with a flint and piece of 
fteel. To the fteel a bit of leather is aflixed, which takes fire on 
the firft ftroke, and is ready to light his matdilock or pipe. An 
unlucky accident had like to have befallen Mr« Hammond, from 
the ufe of thefe flints. A ^ark of fire fell unknowingly upon the 
leather-bag which contirined his ammunition; and had he not by 
chance perceived the fmoke iffuing from it, in a few minutes it is 
probable he would have felt the feverc eflfefts of the explofion. 
This alarm occafioned us to change our pofition, and we kept to 
the windward of tiie Arabs during the refl: of the march. Our 
road, after leaving the valley, lay over level ground. As it would 
be next to an impoflibility to find the way over thefe ftony flats, 
where the heavy foot of a camel leaves no impreffion, the dififerent 
bands of robbers have heaped up ftones at unequal diftances, for 
their dire6lion through this defart. We have derived great afliftance 
from the robbers in this refpeft, who are our guides when the 
marks either fail, or are unintelligible to us. If it be confidered, 
that this road to Cairo is feldom or never trodden, it is no wonder 
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that our AraBs are frequently at a !ofs for the courfe. We are 
but the third, and, perhaps, may be the lafl: company of traveU 
lers, who have ventured to go by this route, fince the difturbances 
have ari fen upon the Nile, Our little Turk at Ghinnah was par- 
ticularly averfe to it ; and though both his perfon and merchandize 
would in all probabiUty have enjoyed the fame proteftion as our- 
felves, we are well enough pleafed that he did not encounter the 
triah The truth of it is, the Turks are very tyrannical maftei s,. 
and the Arabs feize every opportunity to repay their obligations 
in kind. At twelve o'clock we halted to take our repofe in the 
open plain ; and fenced aurfelves from the cold wind as well as /JJiy^ri 

we could, with our baggage. The laft ft age was four hours, or 
ten miles ; and, by our reckoning, we are i8o miles from Ghin- Jl/U 
nah. Our courfe to-day has been N*E, and during the latter 
part due N. -• ^ j 

SUNDAY, 14th SEFTEMBERr 

* We decamped at half paft fix o'clock this morning, and pur* 
fued our courfe over a level country. The river, we are told, 
runs within ten or twelve miles of ns; but we dare not approach 
it, whatever attraftions it may poflefs. On the road we paffed 
the fkeleton of a camel, which now and then happens in the de- 
fart, Thefe are poor creatures that have perifhcd with fatigue % 
for thofe which are killed for the fuftenance of the Arabs, are car- 
ried away, bones and all together. Of the hides are made the 
foles of the flippers which are worn in Egypt, without any drefs- 
ing, but what the fun can give them. The circumftances of this 
animal's death, when his ftrength fails him on the road, have 
fomething in them affefling to humanity. Such are his patience 
and perfeverance, that he purfues his journey without flagging, as 
long as he has power to fupport its weight; and fi.ich are his 
,4^1^ fortitutte 
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fortitude and fpirit; that he wUl never give otit> until nature finks 
fceneath the complicated ills which prefe upon him. Then, and 
then only, will he rpfign his burden and his body t^ the ground • 
Nor ftripes, nor careflfes, nor food, nor reft, will make him rife 
again ! His vigor is exhaufted^ md life ebbs out »pace I-*-This 
the Arabs are very fenfiWe of, and kindly plunge a fword into tim 
breaft of the dying beaft, to fliorten his pangs. Even the Arab 
''"''^^^-^eels remorfe when he commits this deed.: his hardened heart is 
moved at the l<^s of a faithful fervant I*— Peace then tfe thy Ire*, 
mains, unhappy fon of want and wood May no nide wihd dif^ 
turb thy bones, no impious hand remove them from (he i^each of 
palling eyes ! At fight of them the traveller ihall drop a pitying 
tear. Thy force! thy gentlends 1 liiy giant form! thy toiling 
days ! thy haplefs end ! ihall raih upon his mind, and loudly 
claim this tranficnt tribute ! So may he hope to pafs fecure lh? 
horrors of the wafte— fo may the beaft which he beftrides, efcape 
thy fate ! 

At ten o'clock we halted in the fun to breakfaft^ among fome 
thiftlesy which is all that the plain affords our poor camels. 
The foil here is gravel, intermixed with ch^lk and ftone. The laft 
ftage was three hours and an half, or nine miles. At eleven we 
refumed our march, over one of the moft extenfive plmns in the 
univerfe. Not a hill, not a tree appears ; and the eye, as on the 
ocean, is only bounded by the horizon. The fun here was very 
powerful J and the wind blowing over the chalky foil, proved 
more trtoublefome and difagreeable, than wc have found it on the 
journey. We travelled the whole day vyithout refting, though 
we were, obliged to pull in our capitis opcs or twice among fome 
bufhes, to refrefh them with a mouthful of food. At five o'clock 
we approached a range of high mountains, which run weftward 
to the Nile. We ftopped within a league of them, until the cap- 
tain of the tobb^r^ «nd JQfn^pf the Arabs pofbe4 cm tofurvey the 

pafs. 



J 



pads, whkft is fometiines frequcnte* by th6t fntmalpf^ Wr 
itioved fiowly after tbsm^ and at fevoi o'clock overtook them under 
the hills at the* eAtrance of the valley^ and were happ])r to &id 
there was no jq»pearaiice cf danger. We fheltered ourfelves be^ 
kbid alluck i^reading bikih^toileep, as the north «rind^ blew pe*» 
cnlHudy cokL H^e my fe^vant dilcavered a fiiake under his bed^ 
which the Arabs tell us is^ poifbnous. But it had no tokens of 
being ib» if I may be allowed to judge fixxn the variety of fnakes 
winch I havefeen in India. This laborious fEage took us up eight 
hours and an half, or twenty-two ndles, &> that we are by our leck-^^ 
oning^izmiiesfromQhinnalu Our eourie to-day has been totha: 
wefbvard of N. 

' MONDAY, r^tlt S^f TEMBER?* 

We were in motbn by fix o'dodc this morning,, and advanced! 
towards Ae hilk, to which we judged we were fo near by the light 
of die moon.. But it was a. fall hour before we entered the val«^ 
Bsy^thai divides them. Here we found plenty of provender for 
•Ur cankels^.who get but a meafure of beans per diem each, befides- 
the food which they pick up in the way. A flender allowance, in- 
deed, for fb large an animal ! On all fides we obferved the frefh 
flot of deer, and/of another creature, which I take to^ be an elk. 
from, the fize of the hoof, but which the Arabs call a mountain 
fheep. Thefe mountains are compofed of alabafler, porphyry,, 
and granite ; large fragments of which are fcattered about the 
road, either by the force of a whiriwind, or their fall from an 
immenfe height. It was doubtlefs from this quarter, that the- 
antient kings of Egypt furnifhedv themfclves with the materials of 
thofe fplendid edifices,, whofe remains are yet vifible in the princi^- 
pal cities of this kingdom. Thofe lofty columns which have 
afloniflied mankind at Alexandria and elfewhere,. and which have- 
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been tr«xi^cted to Italy at a piods^os eicpeticb/w^ 
cut from thefe quarries ; as die vidnity of the Nile aflki^ fudi 
an eligible conveyance to the fea. This is^ in h&, but a conjee* 
ture^ but fuch as a traveller may be allaveod.to indul^Jmnielf in^ 
were it only to redify the nufhJces of fonij^ veiy- ihgeniteis «ni4 
ters» who have fuppofed all this profofion of marble. t6 have been 
hrought from above the catara£b of the Nile^ :and tlfence dechioe 
the infignificancy of thofe celebrated fEdk'^. . But to me die prt^ - 
mifes appear fo ill-fomided, that I cannot admit of the ihfecence $ 
though it mufl: be admowledged^ that accident aiona could Imve 
led a ib?anger to the difcovery of a quitry/ v^ch is unknown or 
unattended to, by the natives of the country. We winded through 
this valley 'till ten o'clock, when we halted among fome thorn- 
trees to drink coffin. This ftage was^four hours^ or ten miles. 

At eleven o'clock we refumed our courfe through the valley, 
^hich is well flocked widi tbom^trees that are large enough to 
throw a ihade. Our noftrils were ialuted with a fine odour, as 
we pafled by die fiiowy bloflbms that whiten the vale. On the 
road we flarted an hare, and faw many earths, which this poor 
creature burrows in to defend her from the heat. The wind was fb 
bleak, that the fun had litde or no efie£^ until towards noon, when 
the weather turned very fultry. We journeyed the whole day in this 
valley, which in fome places extends itfelf near a mile in breadth* 
In the afternoon we wercc'^rmed with the freih tracks of a camel's 
feet, which make a ftrong impreffion in a foft foil. The Arabs do 
not take them to be more than a day old, and pronounce a party 
of freebooters to be at hand. No travellers hh Ghinnah later 
than a week before us; and what bufinefs can bring any but free- 
booters into this wafte, is incomprehenfible to us. Danger feemed 
to be near us^ and icouts were fent forward to advertife us of it. 

* By the teftimonies of Captain Norden and Dr. Pococke, thefe falls are really 
infignificaat ^ but neither of them penetrated to the fecond or third cataraft. 
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The robbers were employed in this office, and by the facility 
with which they traced the fufpicious feet, it appeared how difficult 
it would be to avoid fuch an expert pack. No hound could run 
truer upon a fcentj nor do I fuppofe, any hound would be 
ftauncher to the chace. We travelled on, however, witJiout any 
interruption^ and at fix o'clock halted to dine. We were in nctd 
of refrefhment, as the laft ftage was feven hours, or feventeeii 
miles and an half. But our meat is quite expended, and we were 
obliged to put up with flour, which alfo begins to run fliort, for 
want, we fear, of oeconomy being oblcrved among our fervants. 
By Hadgee Uttalah's firft account, we were to have reached C;uro 
laft night J and now he talks of two or three days more ! This 
miftake muft have arilen, not more from the delays we have met 
with, than from his ignorance of the country. It behoves us, 
however, to be careful of the little provifion which remains. 

At eight o clock we refumed our maixh by the light of the 
moon, and ftill found ourfelves in the valley • At half paft J y 

ten we haked to take our repofe. The laft ftage was two Vv^^ ^"^ 
hours and an half, or fix miles, and by our reckoning we are ^/fj / 
246 miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe to-day has been diredl* "^ ^ 
ed by the windings of the valley, generally to the eaftward 
ofN. - : i . . 



TUESDAY, i6th September. ^ 

We decamped at fix o'clock this morning, and prefcntly quit^ 
ting the valley, which is above thirty miles long, we entered upon 3I 

afplain, over which we travelled for fome time. At nine o'clock 
we came fuddenly upon a well, which is fituated among fome 
broken ground. The fight of a fpring of water was incxpreflibly 
agreeable to our eyes, which had fo long been ftrangers to fo re- 
fjefliing an objeft. We halted behind the ftiade of fome bullies 
• T t at 
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at a little diftance from it^ while we breakfafted^ and replenifhed 
t)iir fkins with that precious article. The laft ftage was three 
hours> or feven miles and an half. 

The morn ng was very cool and pleafant> and we beheld an 
hazy fky^for the firft time> I believe, fmce we have been in Egypt. 
The heavens are ufoally ddsr and ferene in this upper province^ 
where I canned learn the plague has ever extended, during the pe- 
riods of its greateft rage in Lower Egypt ; to which land we arc 
aow approaching. Hadgee Uttalah tells us, that he will certainly 
put us into a boat on Thurfday mOThmg. We cannot be any conii- 
derable diffance from the latitude of Cairo, and have therefore the 
greater dependence on this promife. While we were at breakfaft 
we receivied a viiit from the captain of the robbers, who exprefled 
4 defire to &e a double*barrdled piece, which he heard was in my 
pofleilion. After the honorable treatment which we had received 
from him, I could not do lefs than produce it. I went further, to 
pleafe him, and difcharged it, to fhew him the nature of its con* 
ftruftion. He was niuch tkken with the novelty of the invention; 
and after Purveying k with particular marks of iatisfa6tion and 
a^oniihmeni, he returned it to my hands, I mendooi this circum- 
ftance, toevincetiieexccffive forbearance of this man; whofe pro- 
feffion is thieving^ and ta whom a fire-arm of this kind muft have 
been a very defirable acquifition. He had not left us many mi- 
nutes, when one of his followers brought us a prefent of a bag of 
flour, with his matter's compliments.' He had learnt from our 
€ondu6fe>r, that we were in want of k ; and though we did not 
chuie to be under an obligation to him of this bature, we could 
not prevail on him to accept of any pecuniary confideratipn f<ft* 
it. All we coulddo, was to divide foooue rice we had left, and fend 
the half to the c^tain ; which we had the {deafure to understand, 
proved a new and acceptable food to him* This is furprizing^ 
confidering thene^hbodiOodof the Delta, which produces fuch: 
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<faantities of rice. But we muft remember, that this robber has 
detached himfelf from the fociety of cities ; and is not likely to 
meet with any but the common grain, in his progrefs through 
the wafte. 

We loft the ^eateft part of the day at this ^ring. Though 
our fkins were prcfently filled, the camels were yet to drink, and 
we had not bargained for the time which this neceffary bufi- 
ncfs would take up. As the camels could not go to the well, 
an hole was funk in the earth below the furface of the fpring, 
over which a fkin was fpread, to retain the water which flowed 
into it. At this but two camels could drink at a time ; and it 
Was fix hours before our camels, which amounted to forty- 
right in all, were watered. Each camel, therefore, by this cal- 
culation^ takes a quarter of an hour to quench his enormous 
third: ; and to water a common caravan of 400 camels at fuch 
a place as this, would require two days and two nights. A 
inoft unforefeen and inconceivable delay to an uninformed tra- 
veller ! 

At three o'clock we refumed our journey, and foon entered a 
dale, the moft fertile we had yet beheld. Here grafs, and a kind 
of wild grain, were intermixed with the fragiant fhrubs, and 
afforded a very agreeable change to our catde, who devoured 
the frefti blade v^rith unufual greedinefs. The banks on each 
fide of us, were green and floping, and the foil black and foft. 
From thefe circumftances, and the courfe of the dale, which 
vnnds N. W. towards the Nile, I take it to have been for- 
merly a branch of that river, but which has been long choaked 
up, except in uncommon inundations. As we went along, we 
ftarted feveral hares, and fprang a brace or two of quail ; but 
we are not provided with (hot to bring them dovra. At three 
quarters paft feven we halted under the bank of the dale, to take 
our repofe. The laft ftage was four hours and three quarters, 

T t 2 or 



^■•■■/w 



[ 324 I 

or twelve miles ; fo that by our reckoning we are 266 miles 
from Ghinnal;^^. Our courfe to-day was. N. by W. and 
N. W^ 

. W E D N E S D A Y, i7tli September:. 

We were mounted before five o'clock this morning, and miC^ 
fing one of our camels, which had ftrayed, we were obliged to 
divide his burden among the reft, and to leave a man behind us ta 
look for him. We foon quitted the dak, and afcended the high 
ground by the fide of a mountain, that overlooks it in this part. 
The path was narrow and perpendicular, and much refembled 
a ladder. To make it worfe, we preceded the robbers ; and an 
ignorant guide among our own people led us aftyay. Here we 
found ourfelves in a pretty lituatioa 1 We had kept the lower 
road on the fide of the hill, inftead of that towards the fummit^ 
until we could proceed no further. We were now obliged to 
gain the heights, in order to recover the road ; in performing 
which,, we drove our poor camels up fiich fteeps, as we had the 
greateft difficulty to climb after them. We were under the 
neceffity of leaving them to themfelves ; as the danger of lead- 
ing them through places, where the leafl falfe flep would have 
precipitated both man and beafl to the unfathomable abyfs 
below, was too critical to hazard. We hit at length upon the 
proper path, and were glad to. find ourfelves in the rear. of our 
unerring guides, the robbers, after having won every foot of the 
ground with real peril and fatigue. In the valley beneath ,us^ 
we paffed by a fountain of fijxe water. It gjifhed from a rock^ 
and threw itfelf with fome vioknce intaa bafbn, which it had 
hollowed for itfelf below. . We had no occafion for a frefh 
fupply ; but could not help lingering a few minute to admire 
a fight^ fo pretty in itfelf, and fo bewitching to our eyes,, which 
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had of late been ftrangers to bubbling founts and limpid ftreams. 
At feven o'clock we reached the fummit of the mountain, and 
travelled until half paft ten, over a continued region of liills and *. 

dales. This aftonifhing jumble ! tiiis continued afcent ! re- 
calls to the traveller's mind the fabled battle of the giants, who, 
in warring with the gods, heaped hills on hills to fcale the ca- 
nopy of heaven. They are rude, craggy, and barren, and the 
tracks over them hardly paffable. In the bottoms the foil is 
generally clay, and fo moift, as to denote our vicinity to the 
Nile, which at this feafon floods the country around. At fome 
openings to our left we once more beheld this noble river— be- 
held him after a long abfence, fweeping his majeftic courfe be- 
tween the towering mountains. We plainly difcerned the tc^s 
of thofe to the weftward of his.fh-eam j and it feemed as if he 
had here fcooped a channel for his rapid waters out of the 
folid rock. We gradually regained the low lands, and at elevea 
o'clock halted among fome ftirubs, to refrefh ourfelves and cattle. 
Here our Arab overtook us witli the miffing camel. The cir- 
cumftance of his wandering is very uncommon. The camel is 
the moft ftaid of all creatures, and remains by the baggage dur- 
ing the night without being picketed. The laft ftage was fix 
hours, or fifteen miles. 

At half paft eleven we rcfumed our mai-eh, and foon came to 
the foot of a prodigious hill, which we unexpcftedly found we 
were to afcend. It was perpendicular, like the one which wc 
had pafled fome hours before; but what rendered tlie accefs mot'e 
difficult, the path which we were to tread, was neaily right up 
and down. The captain of the robbers, feeing the obftacles we 
had to overcome, wifely fent all his camels round the mountain, 
where he knew there was a defile, and only accompanied us with 
the beafl- he rode. We luckily met with no accident in climbing 
this height, wliich our people tell us, is the laft we Ihall en- 
., tithp counter. 
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counter. We journeyed over the top until one o'clock, when 
wc defcended into a valley by a paffage cafy enough. Here we 
were furprized with the fight of a man and a camel, who were 
half-concealed by a fpreading bufh. Our fervants were firft, and 
gave the alarm ; upon which the captain of the robbers pufhed 
on his camel at its utmoft fpeed, regardlefs of danger, and me- 
ditating, perhaps, the feizure of fome booty. Our Arabs follow- 
ed him, and prefently furroimded the man. My comjpanions 
and myfelf hafted after. Our fituation was difficult on fuch an 
occafion ; but we had already determined on the part we were to 
take, fhould the diftrefs of a fellow-creature claim our protec- 
tion. We were bound by the ties of honor, to obferve a ftrift neu-^ 
trality towards the robbers, except when they infringed the rights 
of human nature in oiu* prefence. Happily for us all, the man 
in qucftion was no fubjed for their depredations. Wc foon 
came up to him, and found he was a courier, who left Cairo but 
yefterday, and is proceeding with letters to fome town on tfie 
river. He is known to the robbdf, or it feems that he would not 
have ventured through the defart. He tells us that all is quiet 
again at Cairo. This news, and the certain vicinity of the city, 
have put us all into good (pirits. The arduous enterprife is nearly 
tccomplifhed, and the palm of fuccefs is at hand I 

We left the principal Arabs to entertain the ftranger with 
coffee, and toiled through the valley until half paft five o'clock, 
when we halted to dine. We were now joined by thofe Arabs, 
and prefently after by the reft of the robbers, who had made an 
aftonifhing march to overtake us^ This ftage was fix hours, or 
fifteen miles. After a light refrefhment of bread, we moved on 
at fcven with the moon, which was now at full, and afforded us 
a clear light to march over an hilly region until twelve o'clock, 
when we fpread our beds under a bank, to fiiatch a fhort repofe. 
The Arabs tells us we muft be ftirring before day-break, which, 
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added to our maixh to-day^ pronounces them to be anxious to 

finifh our toilfome journey. This place is but a ihort diftance 

from the river. The lall ftage was five hours, or twelve milet^ 

and by our reckoning, we are now 308 miles from Ghinnah* ^^A^ /Cm-^ 

Our courfe to-day has been N* W, and W. 

THURSDAY, 16th September, 

We were roufed before four o'clock this morning, that we 
might get early to the town where we are to take boat. With- 
out our ufaal allowance of coffee, we marched off dire^lly for the 
river, to water our camels. The camel is as ready to drink often 
as any other animal, notwithftanding the large quantity of li- 
quid which his ftomach can contain. He is the only animal,, 
who ruminates— if I may fo term it — his drink as he journeys 
along ; and is no more oppreiTed by it, than is the ox with his 
cud, which he chews at his leifure. We did not lofe much time 
at the river, which we were overjoyed to review. Hence we di- 
refted our march to the northward, along the banks of the moft 
delightful river in the world. By the late floods it is, in fome 
parts, double its original breadth, and rufhes with a noify rapi- 
dity to the main* The defart here ftretches itfelf to the veiy 
banks, which appear infinitely more verdant by the cotnparifon* 
In our way we pafled by a village to our left, called Vel Hadie, 

I and at (cv^n o clock halted at the town of Ifcour, where we ex- 

pefted to find a boat. But our expeftations were vain; although 
Hadgee Uttalah went himfelf to the houfe of the principal of- 
ficer, to obtain an order for one, Wliile we remained here, I 
afccnded an eminence without the town, and was prefented with 

^ the moft romantic profpeft that imagination can portray. The 

Nile had now furrounded a long flip of land, which appeared to 

( be in the midft of his ft ream, and difplayed a bed of diverfified 
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green. A large wood towered its head on this ifland, and alto- 
gether formed a ftrikirig contraft to the ruflct mountains, which 
overlook his weftern fhores. About a mile from this charming 
rctreatt buried in the defart from common obfervation, the rob- 
bers have their refideijce. They attended us thus far, and then 
returned to their tents, which they had pointed out to us on the 
road, as the dwellings of their families. Their departure was 
fecret, or as we call it, was a French leave. Hadgee Uttalah 
infinuates, that their captain took this ftep, in order to ihcw his 
difintcreflednefs, and to faye us the pain of being obliged to dif- 
mifs him, without a prefent. If this infinuation be juft— and we 
have no reafon to doubt it — there was a modefty in this procedure, 
which would have done credit to a man of the moft liberal educa*- 
tion. Indeed, the whole behavior of thefe robbers has been fa 
extraordinary, and the adventure itfelf is of fo novel a caft, that 
the reader would fcarcely excufe me for parting with them, with- 
out making fome obfervations pn the fubjeft^ 

Of all the different tribes of Arabians which we have met 
with, thefe tenants of the defart alone, have afforded us un- 
queftionable proofs of generofity and honor. We had ibught 
for thefe virtues in the courts of princes, and found them in the 
uncultivated wafte. Here no prejudices are harbored, no vdn 
difldnftions of religion give rife to defpicable perfecutions. If 
the fword be drawn,, it is never wanton in its execution, and ftill 
refpe£ls the laws of friendihip and faith. Like the favage in- 
mates of the wild, thefe robbers rove through habit, and are 
only rapacious when urged by ftrong neccffity. Man is their 
foe, more than they are the foe of man. But to, thefe robbers 
alone this reflcdioa will, perhaps^ hold. Baniftied without caufe 
from fociety, by the renuflhefs of the laws, and influenced by 
education to think lightly of their trefpaffes, why fliould we 
maivel to hear of people in this profeffion> whofe morals and 
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manners would not difgrace a city ? This pofition is at leaft evi^ 
dent.— By the ftrift conneaion between them, and the frequent 
trial to which their fidelity is put, they have formed a charader 
among themfelves, which is unknown to the reft of their coun- 
trymen. A chara£ler, which has excited this involuntary tri- 
bute of praife from a ftranger ; and which is, indeed, worthy of 
a better fate ! • ? ^ 

The laft ftage was three hours, or feven miles. At ten o'clock M 

we left Ifcour, and profecuted our journey along the banks of 
the Nile. We met with no villages for fome miles. At one 
o'clock we faw the pyramids very diftinfUy, lying to the weft:- 
ward of the river. Thefe we had obferved from Ifcour, though 
forty miles diftant from them i but from their magnitude con- 
ceived them to have been hills of ftonc. We now were afcer- 
tained of our approach to Cairo ^ and on my alking our con^ 
dudor the ufe of thofe ftru6bures, he told us fo many fables of 
their origin and riches, as afforded us ample entertainment 
on the road. Not that the dreams of fuperftition withdrew our 
attention, from the reality of the vifion which delighted our eyes. 
We were ftruck with awe, in contemplating the'^^ amazing mo- 
numents of antiquity. Every thing confpired to touch the tra- 
veller's mind with the fublimeft ideas. The rude grandeur of 
the ftupendous mountains behind the pyramids -, the aftonifliing 
height of the pyramids themfelves, which appear to rival the 
works of nature; the breadth and rapidity of the river which 
runs beneath them, fo renowned in fong, and fo fertile of un- 
common productions, united to raife a pifture worthy of a 
Brooke's* pencil to defcribe. Nor did I confider an herd of ca- 
jnels, that were browfmg on our fide of the river, as a fmall 

addition to the magnificence of the profpeift, which was com- I 

pofcd of the moft gigantic objeds in nature! In this march i 

* An eminent painter of Ireland, whofe talents in his profcflion promife to iU | 

1 amine the lifing glory of his country. 
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two of our canieb were fo fax jaded» as to radiicr us to 
diftribute what little burdens remained to them among the reft, 
and to leave them at a village on the road. It was now, that 
we acknowledged the prudence of bringing the additional camels;^ 
We no longer afcribed the meafure to any Jfelfifh views ; and 
wholly acquitted the Arabs of a defign to deceive us ; as die dif- 
ficulties in this mountainous journey were fufficient to break tho 
heart of a camel itfelf. At five in the evening we arrived at 
Tinimh, a town almoft oppofite the pyramids, where we pre- 
iently procured a boat to carry us to Cairo, which is but twelve 
miles dijftant. The laft ftage was feven hours, or eighteen miles i 
ff> that our journey over the de&rt, from Ghinnah to this {4ace, 
has been, by our reckoning, 333 miles. 
"^ ) Oj y-' '- Tinnah is a fmall but pleafant town, andftands upon the re- 
puted fite of antient Babylcm ♦• There are no vcftiges, however, of 
that fplendid city» nor any ruins here fave thofe of modem edi- 
; ' ' fices. The houfes are pettily (haded with trees, and the envi- 

rons laid out in fields of grain* It is eafy to account for the ex* 
tin£Hon of antient ruins in a peopled.place ^ but bow are w^ to 
explain this extinction in a defart, except we recur to the hurri- 
canes: of iand in which they may be buried, or rather doubt their 
exiftence at once ^ We met with many ^pots in the defart, fit 
enough for cultivatioa; but not a ruin of any kind, to denote 
the habitations of men* It is probable, therefore, that the gco^ 
graphers of old wrote wi^out adequate information on the fub- 

* This conjedure is rather hazardous, as differing froni the authorities of thofe 
Ifarned travellers, Mr^ Nordtn and Dr. Pococke. They pofitively affert, that 
Cairo itfelf rofe from the ruitts^of Babyloo, and perhaps their information ma^ 
have been jufter thai» that of the author* Th^ir obfervations are 9$ follow : 
** Cairo, fomacrly Babylon^** Nordea's Map^of the Nile* 
^ The city of Grand Cairo has been much magnified as to its extent and the 
number of tt» inhabitants ; ir confifts now of three towns or cities, a mile apart ;, 
that is. Old Cairo, Caira property fo called,, and the Port called Bulac. The 
antient city, which ftems to have fticceeded to Babylon, and was built near it> 
was called Mefr^ the old name of Egypt/* Pocockc's Travels, p. 26. 
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jtQt; and have given ddes and tribes to a Wafte^ which has been 
de£>late fince the creation of the world *• 

White we fupped upon our remsdning rice, we were fur- 
founded with crouds of people, who beheld us with curiofity, 
and learnt our adventures from the Arabs with furprize. At 
nine o'clock we joyfully embarked for Cairo. Befides ourfelv6s 
and our domeftics, Hadgee Uttalah and the camel-owners ac- 
companied us in the boat. By them we promifed to gratify the 
drivers, who were forry enough to leave us. The moon was juft 
rifen, and without fail or oar, we fell down briflcly with the cur- 
rent. Every thing wore a placid afpedt, and feemed ominous of 
the ftate of the capital. We paffed by many villages, which ap- 
peared very pi£lurefque by the pale light of the moon, and at 
midnight anchored on the weftern bank oppofite Cairo, to take a 
ihort repofe. 

FRIDAY, 19th Sbptember. 

About two this morning we weighed, and ftood into the khalis 
or channel, which runs from the river into the city. This chan- 
nel is of a confiderable breadth, and was lined on each fide with 
trading vefTels and pleafure-boats ; which difplayed convincing 
tokens of the commerce and wealth 6f the capital of Egypt. The 
ftrength of the current is here encreafed, and the boatmen exerted 
no little ikill in fteering through the grove of mafts, which rofe like 
a wood around us. The ihores on either hand of us, were adorned 
with gardens and fommer-houfes 1 the dews which fell thickly 
upon our heads, were impregnated with the fragrance of the paff- 
ing gale, which ** whifpered whence it ftole the balmy fpoil." 
Our minds were now divefted of the perturbation which had lo 

♦ They have even exceeded thofc whom Swift ridiculet— 
•• Who o'er unhabitable downs, * 
Place elephants for wane of towns.*' 
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long poffeffed them, and were fitted to admit the channing fcehc. 
It feemed to be the efFeft of fuch enchantment, as Armida is iaki to 
have exhibited to regain the afFeftions of her lover, Erewhile we 
wandered, like Rinaldo, through gloomy vales and dreary wallcs s 
And now, are fuddenly tranfported to the elyfium he found— to 
(lately palaces and vernal lands. We went under the ftern of a 
Turkifh frigate, which was galley-built and carried about twenty 
brafs guns. She was probably ftationed here, to proteft the chan- 
nel during the late troubles ; but from the bad look-out which 
the Turkifh failors keep, it Would be no difficult matter for an 
enemy to have furprized her in the night. 

At threes clock we arrived at Old Cairo, and after drefSng 
ourfelves in our l)eft Turkifh cloaths, we landed our baggage on 
the wharf, and difcharged our boat. We were to remain here until 
day-break, and my companions and I diverted omfelves in exa- 
mining the place. In ftraying about, I came to a garden fur- 
rounded by a lofty wall. On one fide of it there was a latticed 
window, which appeared to give light to a bower, as the lattices 
were entwined with a fpreading vine, whofe grapes hung in cluf- 
ters without. As I was admiring the fruit by the doubtful light 
of the moon, the found of a guitar fuddenly ftruck my ears. It 
ifTued from the window, and was at times accompanied by a female 
voice. I was too far removed from the performer, to reap the ex- 
cellence of her (kill; but the novelty of the adventure, and the 
plaintivenefi of the tune, kept me fixed, as it were, to the fpot. 
The window was infinitely too high to be fcaled without a ladder, 
or my curiofity to behold a damfel, whom my imagination had 
piflured out in all th^ graces of beauty and youth, might have 
led me into a fcrape. I was now called away by the Arabs to de- 
part. They prefTed us much to fend for afles, a ftand of which 
was in the neighborhood, as we fhould find ourfelves much tired 
by the walk to tl^HEngliff^faftory. Our pride was ftartled at this 
propofition -, and we perfifte JlYi our refolution to go on foot, to 
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the great aftonifliment of the Arabs, who made no allowance for 
our ignorance of the cuftoms here. We fet out accordingly at 
dawn of day, and left all our fervants but Ibrahim, to ftay by the 
baggage, until we fent camels for it. We found the road none of 
the beft, and after going for near a mile, along a dead wall that 
Ikirts the channel we had come up, we entered the new city at a 
little paft fix o'clock. The ftreets began now to be filled with 
people, and the fhops difplayed their various commodities for fale- 
The favor of the hot bread had fuch an effect upon our noftrils, 
that fhame alone deterred us from flopping in the ftreer, to break 
our falls with fuch a new and delicious raorfel. In fpite of our dif- 
guife, we were immediately known to be foreigners ^ and the croud 
repeatedly expreffed tokens of furprize, which our Arabs told us, 
arofe from feeing us on foot. To obviate this impertinence, we 
enquired if we could not proceed by water* A canal was neai^ 
us, and the Arabs called to the rowers of a gay-looking barge, 
which took us on board. We were now ilieltered from the fun, 
which was waxing warm, and were fiioved along at an eafy rate, 
between the rows of lofty buildings that face the canal. Behind 
the lattices on cither fide we difcovercd women, in the Greek and 
Turkifh habits ; and one in particular, of uncommon beauty, 
who came to the window to tafte of the morning air- Before fe* 
ven o'clock we landed in a line with a quarter, called the Fili 
Mmjky^ where the feveral European fadories arefituated, and in a 
few minutes reached Mr, Baldwin's houfe, of whom fuch frequent 
mention has been made in this work- Though a perfecl ftranger to 
our perfons, we were received with great cordiality by this gentle- 
man, Notwithftanding the many letters which we had addrefled 
to him, our ftory was only communicated to him yefterday, and 
that by the Indian Fakeer, who delivered our letter fafely, after a 
thou land difHcuIties, He was forty- five days on his pail age ; had 
been taken prifoner repeatedly, by each of the contending parties; 
and efcaped detentioni on account of his povejty and vocation. 
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Wc were glad tx> find tkb faithfcU fellow had received his pro** 
mifed reward, and wiflied to repeat our thanks to him. 

Mr. Baldmn now congratulated us on our arrival^ which he 
utterly defpaired of, as foon as he learnt our condition. He was fo 
confiderate as to apply laft night to the bey of Cairo, for a letter to 
the Shaik Ul Arab for our rekafe ; and to order one of his fer- 
vants to get ready to carry the letter. He had taken thefe prelimi- 
nary fteps ; but owned that he was doubtful of their fuccefs, when 
he confidered our remote fituation, and the troubles which agi- 
tated the country. He was equally charmed with ourfclves, with 
the behavior of Ifinan Abu Ally 5 and propofes to acknowledge 
it, in the name of the king and the people of Great Britain. This 
he fignified to Hadgee Uttalah and his onnpanions in the Ara-- 
bian language, which he fpeaks very fluently 1 and defired them 
to call for our letters and prefents, when they had fimfhed thdr 
bufinefs in this city. 

Now we bade adieu to all anxiety and care. Our troubles ap- 
peared to be at an end, and we were cmly iludious to confble our- 
felves for the lofs of fociety, which we had fo long endured* 
Peace was reftored to Cairo ; and the operations of war removed 
to the parts we had come from ; whither Ibrahim Bq; and the 
fugitive Beys were fled. To recover ourfelves from the fatigues 
of our journey, to infpe£t the curiofities of this city, and to pre- 
pare for our progrefs to Alexandria, are the points to which our 
attention is turned. We obtained from the public papers, the 
moft fatisfaftory accounts of our concerns in England ; and no- 
thing occurred to damp the happinefs of this day, which I may 
venture to fay, was the fincereft we had ever experienced. We 
difpatched camels for our baggage, and in the evening accompa- 
nied Mr. Baldwin to a French merchant's houfej where we 
found a great deal of company aflembled to play at cards. 
Among them was a very agreeable girl, of Greek extraction by 
the mother's fide. Her father is a Frenchman, and now at 
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Mtrfeilles ; which ha$ enabled the young lady to obtain a perfeft 
knowledge of the French tongue» and to render herielf very en- 
tertaining to travellers who pais this way. Though her drefs i^ 
conibnant to the Turkifh mode> it by no means disfigures her per- 
fon ; bat has rather fomething pleafing in its novelty, to the eye^ 
of an Eur(^)ean. One of my companions appears to be but too 
ienfible of the charms of the fair Cecilia -, and I am told, that this 
h not the firft ccmqueft (he has made over the afiedions of £ng-« 
Mi pai&ngers. The Europe^s who refide here, all conform to 
the Turkifli habit; but diis is ra>t expe6:ed fix)m fojoamers like 
us. As our Eaftem doaths therefore are much the worfe for wear, 
we intend to*mocrow to refume our own drefs, except at fucb 
times as we vifit places v^hen. it may give ^ence. The EngUih 
nation alone, take tiiis liberty with impunity. And I was let into 
an anecdote of a^end and couxstryman of mine, who went to the 
houfe of the bey here in a fhaul turban. This is ftridly prohibited 
to Chriftians of all denominations ; but was nevertheless over^ 
looked in him, becauie he was an En^iifaman. 

SATURDAY, 20th September. 

We ftaid within doors to-day, to amufe ourfelves with the new 
pubhcations from England, and to fettle our voyage to France. 
There is a French (hip at Alexandria, which is tt> fail the begin-^ 
ningof next month for Marfeilles ; and Mr. Baldwin has appHed 
to her agent here for a paffage for us. He intends fending di(^ 
patches for the Com f any in this veffel, and will be better afcertain- 
ed of the precife time of her departure. 

Mifir Ul Kaira, or the City of Anguifliv fo called from the fre« 
quent vifits which it has: received from the plague,, but commonly 
termed Grand Cairo by us, is fituated in the latitude of 30* 3'N. 
on an artificial branch of the Nile. OW Cairo nearly faces the 
river i but the New dty is* reoaoved above a mile from if, and ap- 
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proachcs to the range of moimtains which rune tHroiighlTppdi! 
Egypt, and abruptly breaks off here. It is undoxibtcdly ohe a£ 
the fincft cities in the Eaft ; which, from the prefent ftile;of arcki-r 
tefture that reigns among the Orientals, is but a feint comnien-/ 
dation. The houfes are in general built of ftone, and, teing cle-: 
vated to feveral ftories, would make a grand appearance, not with- 
ftanding the inelegance of their ftruftuie, were, not the cffeft de- 
ftroyed l^ the exceffive narrowncfs of the ftrcets. This is one of * 
the caufes to which the ingenious Dr. Meadaicribes the birth ^of 
the plague in this capital ; but experience evinc^, that it arifes 
from foreign and adventittousxaiiiies. Tfa^rehas not]>een a plague 
here for thefe fcven years; which is rendered more Tfemarkable, 
by the commencanent of the Ruflian wan at tte date of its cefla- 
tion. No one can account for fhis; though ai year feldbm pafi^ 
ed by before, without a vifit from it. ' I tja liot recoUeft if any 
writer has taken notice of a circumftance; that diverts this fell de- 
ftroyer of a confiderable portion of hiis terrors in this quarter of 
the world, and opens an ample field for philofbphiical (peculation. 
The melancholy confequences of the plague are well known to us. 
The laws have been alarmed at its very name ; and our ports have 
been fo regulated, as wholly to exclude it. The gay metropolis of 
London was formerly depopulated by it ; and, in oiir own ^ge,^ *re 
have fecn the flourifhing city of Marfeilles rendered a defart by its- 
ravages. From fcenes within the fphereof his knowledge, an ele- 
gant and fentimental poet of our nation thus feelingly describes- 
its baleful influence : 

" The Allien door. 
Yet uninfected, on its cautious hinge 
Fearing to turn, abhors ibciety : 
Dependants, friends, relations, LoVe hioifelf. 
Savaged by Woe, forget the tender tie. 
The fweet engagement of tiie feeliixg heart." 
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This pifture is juft, fo far as it relates to this malady in Europe, 
But in Turkey the cafe is altered ; and we look in vain for thefe 
ftrokes of the pathetic. The Mahometans are confirmed Predef- 
tinarians ; and are not to be deterred by the fear of contagion, 
from attending their brethren in diftrefs. The miftakes of the 
head here expand the heart with the tide of humanity. The 
dying have their exit fmoothed by the tender offices of friendfhip ; 
and thoufands are fnatched from an untimely grave, by the force 
of an happy prejudice. It is true, that many are plunged into 
this diftemper, who might otherwife have avoided it ; but the 
evil is far outweighed by the good which refults from it. For 
the diftemper is by no means fatal. With care and attention, 
the greater part of the infefted generally recover. I have myfelf 
feen a man here, who has had the plague no lefs than five 
times ; each of which is diftinguilhed by blotches upon different 
parts of his body, which he will carry with him to his tomb. 

One of the moft noted things here, is an aquedudt which con- 
veys water from the Nile to the caftle, that ftands on an hill in 
the eaft quarter of the city. This aquedufl runs a very confi- 
derable length. We faw it as we came from Old Cairo, and 
were told that its courfe is two miles. It is built of fl:one, and 
lined on each fide with lofty gothic arches, which give it a very 
noble appearance. It is however a modem work ; and cannot be 
clafiTed among the antiquities of Egypt. Thefe we are to begin 
upon, as foon as our bodies are reftored to their former vigor. 
But the pyramids and the catacombs are too diftant for our mi- 
nute infpedion ; and we can only regret, that our time admits of 
our taking but a pafling view of them. Travellers like us, who 
fall by accident into a country replete with the monuments of paft 
ages, and whofe time is not at their o>;vti diipofal, to gratify the 
defire of inveftigating the remains of decayed' art, can only (kim 
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the Surface of the ftrcam they would willingly dive into; and 
have but the merit of an inclination to extend information. 

The late changes which happened here, are confidercd of little 
or no moment among the inhabitants. The depofing of a bey is 
attended with no tumult or bloodflied within the walls ; where 
not only the natives but the European faftors^ are prote6ted from 
violence by remaining within doors. Though no greater revo- 
lution could have taken place in any government, the whole con- 
teft fubfifted without the gates : and during an obftinate battle 
at Bulac for the fovereignty, nothing but order and tranquillity 
reigned in Cairo. This idea is carried further here than in any 
other empire. And fo facred do the Turks hold the privilege of 
a man's houfe, that fcarce an in (lance can be produced among 
them, of private property being plundered in any revolution in 
the ftate, A proof of this was recently difplayed. The fugitive 
beys were, for feveral days, in pofleffion of the caflle which com- 
mands the city. When they found it expedient to quit their poft, 
they retired with their troops through the ftreets, and enforced a 
difcipline* that preferved the city from the leaft outrage. Nor 
difappointed ambition, nor grievous neceffity, could influence 
them to injure a people, who were devoted to a fuccefsful rival, 
or repknifti their finances, by a mode fo repugnant to their cuf- 
tonis. Be it known to the Chriftian leaders of war, that thefe 
infidels were baniihed their capital^p^yet voluntarily left it in the 
enjoyment q( that profperity, to which they were loft ! 

In the evening we went to the hummum, to refreih ourfelves 
after our joum^. We fouml it w handfome ftone fabric, 
crowned with a large dome, through which the light is admitted 
to a fqware apartment belQw, In this apartment the company af^ 
foroble, to undrefs tbemfelve* for the bath ; and here they return^ 
to fisioak and drink coffee after the operation ; for which pur«- 
po& the hall is furrounded with alcoves. There are fmall recefles 
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on cvtry fide of the hall, which contam cocks or fonntams of hot 
^d cold water, to temperate the bath, agreeably to the inclina- 
tions of every one. The floor is paved with a diverfity of colored 
marbles, and adds much to the elegance of thefe receptacles of 
luxury. The ceremony is pretty nearly the fame as in other parts 
of Turkey ; and having been often defcribed, there is no need of 
a repetition here. I will juft add, that the cuftom is not only 
cleanly, but healthy to the lafl degree ; and it is merely the im- 
moderate ufe of it that prevails here, which can occafion its being 
condemned by the prafliuoners of phyfic. 

SUNDAY, 2ift September. 

We were introduced to an * Englifli gentleman this morning, 
who is in the fervice of the bey. He commands the artillery, and 
was on the expeditictfi to Syria, in the year 1774, when Maho- 
met Beg took the cities of Acra and Joppa. During the late diP* 
putes he was ftationed in Cairo, and retired with the depofed 
beys into the cafUe. But this was only to fave appearances with 
the beys, in whole power he was. His heart inclined to Ifinaul 
Beg } whom he joined on the retreat of his adverfaries. From 
this officer, as well as Mr. Baldwin, I gained the particulars 
of the late revolution. It was quickly conceived, and as quickly 
executed ; and appears to have been the refult of no greiM: in- 
trigues or difficulties. Simple and unintereiting as the event 
may be held by the fubjeds of more ftaUe govemijAents, the 
relation of it may give rife to refle^ons not unufeful, to com- 
parifons not unfavorable to the reader. 

At the death of Mahomet Beg the reins of power devcjved to 
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the hands of four principal beys. Ibrahim Beg, Morad Beg> 
Muftapba- Beg, and Ifmaul Beg, were copartners in the empire 
of Egypt. The bafhaw, who is fent here by the Porte, has 
no real influence in the councils. He has not even a voice in 
affairs of ftate; which he is content to leave to the manage- 
ment of the beys, on condition of being paid the tribute 
which the Porte exafts. Nay the beys have fometimes car- 
ried matters to fo* high a pitch, that there is an inftance of 
Mahomet Beg's refufing to fubmit to this tax, and denying the 
fuperiority of the Porte. The flufluating date of the Turkifti go* 
vernment, and the war in which it was then involved, prevented 
its refenting the infult. But weak as its arms may be, there is no 
doubt of the ftrength of its politics in this quarter. This revo- 
lution was certainly countenanced by the bafhaw ; and to him 
Ifmaul Beg is partly indebted for his fuccefs, in expelling his 
brethren from an adminiftration, in which they had praftifed 
every fpecies of fraud and oppreffion. 

The conteft fuddenly commenced about the end of laft July. 
Ifmaul Beg marched a body of troops which he had fecretly col- 
lefted, without the gates of Cairo ; and fent a formal challenge 
to his brother beys, to go out, and decide their differences in a 
pitched battle. There was fomething^ fo gallant and open in this 
proceeding of Ifmaul Beg, and his charafter was fo far preferable 
to that of his competitors, that he foon found himfelf at the head 
df a greater number of partizans, than the allied beys could 
bring into the field. They met him, however, with appa- 
reht refolution, at the appointed place; and the two armies ap- 
proached near enough together, for the commanders to revile 
each other for their condudt, in the moft opprobrious terms. If- 
maul Beg firft gave the order for the charge, which was executed 
fword in hand, though there were boats full of artillery, belong- 
ing to each party, at hand, and the troops themfelves were fur- 
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niihed with fire-arms. But a thirft of revenge, and an eagernefs for 
blood, which mark the afpeft of a civil war, hurried them beyond 
refleftion; and tempted the combatants to truft, as they did of 
old, to the ftrength of their limbs. The conflidl was (harp and 
bloody ; but was determined in about a quarter of an hour, in 
favor of Ifmaul Beg, who drove his opponents back into the 
city. Muftapha Beg fled immediately to Upper Egypt ; but Ibra- 
him Beg, and Morad Beg, took refuge in the caftle, which they 
declared they would defend to the laft extremity. 

Their fituation wasilrong, and matters for fome days had a 
promifing appearance. They maintained a correfpondence in the 
city, and flattered themfelves with fpeedy relief from Muftapha 
Beg. But this dawn of hope was quickly overcaft. Their mif- 
condu6l compleated what their misfortune began. Jealoufies 
arofe between the chiefs, and entailed a fudden defection among 
their adherents. In fhort, they found their numbers fo decreafed, 
that they judged themfelves unfafe in their poft, and contrived 
the means of efcape. They retreated at midnight to the Nile, 
where they embarked unmolefted for Jiije, on boats that had 
been prepared for them. 

This efcape was accompliflied, as fome think, by the connivance 
of Ifmaul Beg himfelf, who was glad, at any rate, to be rid of the 
prefence of his rivals. But he had foon reafon to repent of this 
ftep. In the courfc of a week, he found the fugitive beys were at 
the head of a confiderable body of men, which they had raifed 
upon the river. This force was ftrengthened by a fleet of gallies, 
under the command of Muftapha Beg. To crufh this danger in 
its infancy, Ifmaul Beg fent up a large armament to engage 
them; and had the mortification to fee it return, vanquiflied and 
difperfed. The tide was now turned, and fuccefs feemed to de- 
fert the banners of the vi6tor. Fluftied with this critical advan- 
tage, Ibrahim Beg hotly purfued the troops of his adverfary ; and 
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thought of noihing, but re-entering the capital in triumph. 
Terror preceded his fteps, and Egypt prepared her&lf to fubmit 
again to his yoke. In this eventful moment, Ifmaul Beg march- 
ed without the walls of the city, and, with the concurrence of the 
bafhaw, who has the charge of it, fet up the ftandard of the Pro- 
j)heti which is only difplayed in times of extreme danger, and in- 
vites all true Muffulmen to draw their fwords in its defence. This 
manoeuvre exceeded his moft fanguine expeflations. He recruited 
his army, and revived the fpirits of the fpldiers to fuch a degree, 
that, advancing to meet Ibrahim about the middle of Augufl:, he 
totally defeated him, after an obftinate encounter. Ibrahim Beg 
is (aid to have fought very gallantly on this day; and not to have 
quitted the field, until he had two horfes killed under him. He 
fled with precipitation up the Nile, while the remains of his troops 
fubmitted to the conqueror, and has now joined Morad Beg and 
Muftapha Beg, as I have before mentioned, daring our reiidence 
at Ghinnah. He was lately followed by confiderable detachments 
from hence, which it is expe£ted will compel the unfortunate 
chiefs to feek for refuge in another country. 

On his return to Cairo, Ifmaul Beg was univerfally acknow* 
ledged as the reigning bey, and his title recognized by the Porte. 
This is a circumftance very agreeable to Mr. Baldwin, and the 
European merchants fettled here, who were much opprefled by 
Ibrahim Beg, and find a fenfible difference in the deportment and 
difpoiition of his fucceffor. He is an encourager of commerce, 
and difplays a partiality for the Englifli, whofe recent attempts to 
reftore the navigation of the Red-fea have excited his admiration 
and efteem. The few executions which have taken place fince 
his acceffion to power, denote his humanity, and exhibit a con- 
du6t which wholly deviates from the general line of Mahometan 
politics. 

In 
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In the evening we accompanied Mr. Baldwin to the houie of a 
Greek lady, who is married to a Frenchman. She is a native of 
Scio, and, though the mother of feveral children, ftill does credit 
to the accounts of the beauties of that iiland. She has a daughter 
about feventeen, in whom are renewed the charms of the parent. 
Indeed there is no doubt but the Turks poffefs the fineft women 
in the world, whom their ^dcinity to Greece gives them an oppor- 
tunity of procuring. The brother of this damfel is likely to go 
in the fame fhip with us to Marfeilles, where they have a fifter 
married : in which cafe, the fair Vidoria has given him an un- 
failing recommendation to our notice. 

MONDAY, 22d September. 

We fallied forth this morning in company with the comman- 
dant of the artillery, who is kind enough to be our guide in vi- 
fiting the curiofitics of Cairo. As no Christian, without the 
fanftion of the bey, is allowed to ride an horfe here, we were con- 
tent to mount that humble animal, the afs, in order to be con- 
veyed to the places which we propofed to examine. To obtain 
that fan£lion, the fon of a nobleman of the firft rank and family 
in England, is fuppofed to have made confiderable prefents to 
the bey, when he paffed through this city fbme years ago. But 
the confequence was, to proteft him from the infults of the po- 
pulace, there was a guard obliged to be placed about his horfe^ 
when he ftirred abroad. The diftip^on, therefore, was dearly 
purchai^d, on every account. Every thing grows familiar by 
habit ; and Europeans think no more of beftriding an afs here,, 
than they would of popping into an hackney-coach in Paris or 
London* It is the common mode of conveyance,, and aflies are to 
be found in every ftreet, for the accommodation of gentlem^ 
who are afliamed to be feen on foot. We were not in this fecret 
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on the morning of our arrival here, or we would not have fhunned 
a feeming indignity to incur a profeffcd one. 

We puihed oji out bcafts through a number of extenfive ftreets, 
in our^ way to the caftle, which ftands upon a folid rock nearly in 
the center of the city. The ftreets are univerfally narrow, and 
fo crouded with people, that we experienced no little difficulty in 
getting along. But this difficulty was balanced by the coolnefe 
which reigns in them. The narrow paflage draws a conftant fup- 
ply of air ; and the height of the houfes affords a (hade at noon 
to the paffengers below. We were immediately fenfible of our ap- 
proach to the caftle. The ground rifes pretty gradually, until 
we got towards the top of the hill. Here it breaks off into an 
abrupt fteep, and we difmounted and left our affes with their 
owners, before we entered one of the poftems of the caftle. The 
fortifications of this place arc in a difmantled ftatc, though the 
elevation of the hill is a fufficient ftrength to people determined 
to defend themfelves. We pafled through many ftreets, which 
arc inhabited by the domeftics and dependants of the baftiaw, 
who ufually takes up his quarters in this fortrefs. We diredled 
our fteps to a building, which is reputed to be the hall where Jo- 
feph gave audience to his brethren, when they came to purchafe 
com in Egypt. This hall is the only remaining part of a large 
and magnificent edifice ; the ruins of which befpeak the wealth 
and grandeur of its founder. The hall is a fquare of about fixty 
feet, the roof of which was a dome, that was fupported by a 
double row of granite pillars. The dome is fallen in ; but the 
pillars pronounce its former loftinefs and magnitude. They arc 
each of a fingle ftone, thirty feet high, and about twenty-fix inches 
diameter. There is a cotnice of ftone above them, which is in- 
fcribed with letters of gold, in fo obfolete a language, that wc arc 
told no one is able to read them. 
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We went from hence to the council-chamber, where the baihaw 
and the beys meet, to deUberate on pubhc affairs. The apart- 
ment is of a vaft length, and ornamented with relics of mpfaic 
work, and pillars of porphyry. At the upper end there is a fe- 
eluded feat for the bafhaw, furrounded with green lattices. .Here 
he takes his poft in all the vanity of ftate, and has the mortifica- 
tion of being privy to councils, in which he not only has no fhare, 
but which frequently operate againft his intereft. There is a 
rope ftill depending from a beam in this apartment, on which, it 
is faid, a bey was once hung, during fome tumultuous difputes at 
the council-board. There is notbing improbable in this ftory. 
But it is not fo. eafy to account, for their permitting this dif- 
graceful inftrument of violence to remain in fo confpicuous a 
place. In an adjacent building they fhewed us fome arms of 
great antiquity. Among thofe moft worthy of note, are fome 
Roman battle-axes, and a bow of fuch thicknefs and lengthy 
as would require the ftrength of a Patagonian to draw. 

We were now conduced to Jofeph's well. This is another 
work which bears the name of that Patriarch, and is, indeed, an 
aftonifliing monument of labor. It is fo deep, that a number of 
oxen are conftantly employed, in raifing water for the accommo* 
dation of the garrifon. There is a team above to raife the water 
from a chamber below, fixty feet from the furface of the earth. 
To this chamber you defcend, by a flight of fteps cut out of the 
folid rock ; and here you find a fecond team of oxeii to draw the 
water to that level. The authenticity, however, of thefe works, 
which boaft of fo early an origin, has been much doubted by late 
travellers. It would be prefumption in us to give a decifion from 
a curfory view, on a matter which would require a difpaflionate 
inveftigation. Before we quitted the caftle, we afcended a 
mount of earth, from whence we had an uninterrupted view of 
the city. It appears from hence not half fo large as London 
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docs from the top of St. Paurs ; but the extent of the Nile, 
which has fpread itfelf into a lake, as hr as the eye can reach ; 
the clutter of iflands which crown the filver expanfe ; and the 
majtfty of the mountains which bound the fmiling fcene, 
give a noble variety to the profpeft, which London, with all 
its opulence and grandeur, cannot afford. We went out of the 
cattle through the principal gate, which faces the great market- 
place. As we defcended to it, we patted between the houfes,. 
where the fugitive beys remained, when they fliut themfelves up 
in the cattle. 

We found our afles at the gate, where they had been brought 
by the dire<5lion of our conduftor. On our return home we 
made a circuit of the city, and had an opportunity of being ap- 
prized of our want of confequence in this place. We met with 
one of the meflengers of death, who delivers the fatal mandate to 
the fubje6^, who has become obnoxious to the * bey. He is an 
officer of the firtt rank, and is dittinguiftied by a cap like a fugar- 
loaf, at the fight of which every Chrittian is obliged to difmount 
his afs ♦• We followed the example of our conduflor ; and as we 
alighted near the palace of Morad Beg, he took us in to fee it^ 
We entered a fpacious court-yard, and found a fquare building 
with four handfome faces ; but could not get in to fee it, on 
account of the female fide being inhabited. The women of the 
bey ftill refide here, although he will probably be in exile all his 
life. But fuch refpeft do the Turks pay to the charafters of 
women, that there is no danger of their being moletted either 
in perfon or property, however aftive the part their relations^ 
or even hufl)ands, may take in a time of trouble. We had 
a tettimony of this refpeft as we left the bey's palace. No lefs 
than thirty women were returning to it, mounted on mules, and 
attended by a guard of eunuchs. They were vailed from head 

* The cb'aux of the Janifaries likewife exaA this complinoent from Chriftians* 
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to foot, and we are told, that no lefs a puhifliment than death 
would be the portion of any one, who would preftime to remove 
that curtain. We arrived at Mr. Baldwin's about noon, very 
well pleafed with our morning's excurfion, and not at all diffatif- 
fied with the fpirit and paces of our affes. 

In the evening we walked with Mr. Baldwin in a garden be- 
longing to fome Francifcan friars. It is neatly laid out in walks, 
and is an evening rendezvous for the Europeans of this city. 
We were here joined by a French nobleman, who is faid to be 
under a temporary banifliment from the court of France. He is 
a man of polite addrefs, and pafles for a proficient in the polite 
arts. We had a very agreeable fpecimen of his fkill in mufic, 
as we adjourned to the French faftory, to be prefent at a concert 
in which he played the firft violin, with uncommon taftc and ex- 
ecution. Mr. Baldwin bears a part at thefe little meetingSj^ which 
are an admirable relief to a mind engaged in bufinefs. 

TUESDAY, 23d September. 

Our departure is fixed for to-morrow evening, fo that our ftay 
in this capital will be but (hort. We would willingly have de- 
dicated another week to fo celebrated a fcene ; but our bufinefs 
interferes with our pleafures. It is with double regret that we 
now look back to the time which we loft at Ghinnah, and which 
might have been fo profitably fpent in the city and environs of 
Cairo. 

Our Arabs came this day to take leave of us. As foon as wc 
could obtain money for our bills on London, we had difcharged 
our notes of hand to Hadgee Uttalah, and given him the pro* 
mifed drefs, befides a gratuity to himfelf and to all the camels- 
people according to* their rank, for their care and honefty in 
bringing us fafely here. We fliould not have omitted the cap* 
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tain of the robbers, among the number of thofc who demanded 
our acknowledgments, could we have promifed ourfelves the 
certainty of any token of ours reaching his hand. But our prin- 
cipal concern was to fhew our gratitude to the Shaik Ul Arab, 
to whofe friendlhip we owed more than we could poflibly re- 
pay. We could not err in fuppofing, that a proof of our 
remembrance would make a greater impreffion at fuch a diftance, 
however trivial it might be, than a valuable confideration would 
have done at Ghinnah. He there had it in his power to rejeft 
our offerings ; but ere this came to his poffeffion we ftiould have 
quitted the country. We could only confult the genius of the 
people, to render a flight prefent acceptable ; though we did our 
venerable friend the juftice to believe, that the intention of the 
prefent would be its chief recommendation in his eyes. A Tur- 
key carpet for the ufe of his feraglio, and a piece of purple broad 
cloth with fattin facings, for a veft for himfelf, were what we 
put up on this occafion* To tliefe Mr. Baldwin added fomc jars 
of French fruits and Italian fweetmeats, and other rarities of this 
kind, which he judged would be agreeable to the ladies of the fe- 
raglio« We delivered thefe things into the charge of Hadgee 
Uttalah, with a complimentary letter from Mr. Baldwin, and an- 
other from ourfelves. Mr. Baldwin's letter was conceived in 
general terms. He fpokc of the generofity, with which the 
ihaik had behaved towards fome of the fubjefts of the king of 
Great Britain, and he extolled the merit of the aftion. He 
thanked him, in the King's name, for this inflance of his good- 
will, and begged leave to cultivate the correfpondence which had 
fo accidentally arifen between them. A correfpondence, he added, 
which had commenced in a manner fo much to the honour of 
the (haik, and which could no* fail to extend his reputation to 
the remoteft comers of the Britifli dominions. Our letter, per- 
haps, was kG) courtly, though not lefs fmcere. We recapitulated 
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the favors which we had received from the fliaik. We hinted at 
the defperate fituation in which his vigilance had difcovered us, and 
compared it with our prefent happy circumflances. The change 
we afcribed entirely to his humanity. We lamented our inability 
to tranfmit him a more liberal token of our gratitude, and en- 
treated him to confider the tender which we had prefumed to make, 
with his wonted candor and benevolence. Finally, we acknow- 
ledged the fidelity of the camel-drivers, who had enabled us to 
comply with his laft injun6tions, and to call the world to witnefs> 
that our high fenfe of his favors would only ceafe to exift with 
our lives. 

Thefe letters were rendered into Arabic by Mr. Baldwin's inter- 
preter. Sufficient praife cannot be given to that gentleman for 
the intereft which he took in this afEair. Our tribute, fuch as it 
was, has already been paid him. It remains only for his employers 
to do jullice to the fpirit with which he fupported their credit, 
and that of the Englifh nation. At |)arting he prefented Hadgec 
Uttalah with a pipe of fome value i and we had the pleafure to fee 
him and his companions depart, not lefs fatisfied with our bounty 
towards themfelves, than furprized at our remembrance of their 
ablent raafter. 

It may not, perhaps, he thought impertinent to remark, that 
the report of thefe Arabs will be of no differvice to the Company^ 
fhould they adopt the idea of having their packets forwarded from 
India, by the way of Cofire and Ghinnah. The port of Cofire is 
open at all feafons of the year, while that of Suez is (hut up by 
the northerly winds no lefs than eight months out of twelve. A 
faft which I have endeavored to eftablifh in a former part of this 

work. 

Amid thefe agreeable tranfactions, we encountered one of a dif- 
ferent nature. After the repeated inftances which Abdul Ruflar 
had afforded us of his honefly, it appeared that there were mo- 
ments in which be was not proof to temptation.^ Ibrahim, ever 
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indolent and fim^le, had from time to time lent this fellow mo- 
ney, and fmce our arrival at Cairo the fum was confiderably in- 
creafed. It was but yefterday noon that we paid up Abdul 
Ruflar's wages, at his own requeft ; and at night he decamped in 
Ibrahim's debt. This intelligence was juft now communicated to 
us, and, from fome circumftances, it is probable that he is return- 
ed to his native country. To diffipate Ibrahim's chagrin, in fome 
meafure, we took this opportunity to difcharge our obligations 
to him- We had advanced fome money to the captain on his ac- 
count, on our leaving the Adventure; and we now prefented 
him with fuch a gratuity as our finances would admit of. His 
fervices were beyond the common clafs, and were not to be re- 
warded by any limited wages. Our good- will was only to be 
bounded by our ability ; and he obtained from us a purfe con- 
taining an hundred Venetians. We could have wiflied, indeed, 
the fum had been doubled for his fake. But when it is confider- 
ed, that he will work his paflage to India on the (hips of next 
feafon, and that Mr. Baldwin has generoufly offered him his table 
while he remains here, the fum may be carried to his family free 
of all dcduftions, and will be no trivial addition to the for- 
tune of an Indian. Notwithftanding this difcharge, Ibrahim 
means to accompany us to Alexandria^ and to fee us embark 
for Europe. 

Among our other recreations here, we make a daily practice of 
offering incenfe to a fair idol, who lives oppofite our houfe. She 
is a mixture of the Greek and French, as well in her origin as 
her compofition, being as remarkable for vivacity and good- 
humour in her temper, as for fymmetry and elegance in her per- 
fon. This young damfel quickly found out our arrival, and, 
like other finging-birds fliut up in a cage, began to difplay her 
attradUons the moment fhe had caught our obfervation. She ap- 
pears at her window every morning and evening, and either 
awakes our attention with her guitar, or condefcends to reply to 
iQ our 
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otir addreffes, which are breathed to her acrofs a nam)w ftreet. 
She has an old mother, who feems to encourage the mnocent 
damfel in her coquetry ; and I fear would prove but a treacherous 
portrefs to the caftle, were Ibme lover, like Jupiter, daring enough 
to defcend to this Danae in a fhower of gold. There are numbers 
of captive nymphs in this city, who figh for liberty, and would 
throw themfelves into the arms of any European who made ho- 
nourable addrefles to them. Bred up in the circle of French fo- 
ciety, and denied the freedom which they hear the females enjoy 
in France, they repine at their deftiny, and would chearfully leave 
the manners, cuftoms, and country of Turkey behind them. 

As we returned from the gardens of the convent this evening, 
we met a gentleman near the French faftory, who is to be our 
feUow-paffenger to Marfeilles. It feems, that he is a man of eru- 
dition and tafte ; was formerly fecretary to the embafly at Rome ; 
and is now on his return to France from a tour of Greece and 
Egypt. He was introduced to us by the name of Meillon, and 
promifes to turn out no inconiiderable acquifition to our fociety 
during the voyage, and the term of our quarantine at Mar- 
feilles* 

WEDNESDAY^ 24th September. 

We have been preparing ourfelves this morning to take leave of 
this great city. Our ftay has not been equal to our euriofity, but 
perfeftly fuitable to our defigns, which are to get to England with 
all poflible expedition^. The packets with which we are charged 
have doubtlefs reached London before us by duplicates ; but we 
have private as well as public concerns 5 and it is time for us to 
undeceive our friends^ and to remove their apprehenfions for 
our fefety. 

Until the arrival of Mr. Baldwin, about two yeai:s ago, the 
EngUfti carried on no commerce in this city. He is ftill the 
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only merchant of our nation here, and is agent to the Company 
for forwarding their packets to and from India. And, con- 
fidered in itfelf, this is a point of no little importance to that 
political body. The advantage of quick intelligence is no fe- 
rret to a wife goveiiiment. The paffagc home b, indeed, as yet 
precarious, by the difficult navigation of the gulph of Suez ; 
but the paflage out is fure and expeditious. There is an inftance, 
^not two months ago, of a Mr. Whitehill coming from London - 
to Cairo in a month. He was charged with the reftoration of 
Lord Pigot to the government of Fort St. George ; and it is 
fuppofed will get to that place in the fame period. A voyage, 
which feldom is effefled by the Cape of Good Hope in double 
the time. 

The decay of the Englifli trade in any quarter, is naturally 
fuppofed to give vigor to the exertions of the French. They are 
avowed rivals in wealth as well as power, and mutually rife on the 
ruins of each other. But this rule will not hold in relpeft to the 
commerce of Egypt. However flourifhing the French traffic 
may be in other parts of the Levant, it is apparently here in a 
confumptive flate. No other fymptom of this is neceflary to be 
produced, than the reduction of their eftabliftiments. The con- 
fulfhip of Cairo has been ftruck off as a fi-uitlefs expence, by a 
recent order from France ; and it is obferved, that a fpirit of dif- 
lipation and gaming has crept in among the merchants, which 
was unknown in bufy times, and is wholly incompatible witl\ 
their fituation. A decline of this nature will give fcope to the 
induftry of the Venetians and other ftates of Italy, who have 
faftories here, and cut no inconfiderable figures in the commer- 
cial fcale. 

At noon we fent down our baggage to the boat, which we had 
agreed for to take us as far as Rofetto. We paid but fixteen dol- 
lars for the hire of this boat, and, with the affiftance of Mr. Bald« 
win's fcrvants, laid up fome cold provifion for the paffage. The 

markets 



ft 3^5 3 ] 

inarkets of Cairo are plentifully fupplied with a variety of articles, 
at reafonable rates. Flefli, fowl, and'^fi(h,'are daily expofed for fale; 
and are ferved up in great perfe6lion at Mc. Baldwin's table, 
which amply fupports the charafter of Englifh hofpitality. 

At five o'clock we were joined by Monfieur Meillon, and 
having once more arrayed ourfelvcs in our Turkifti habits, we 
mounted our aifes and proceeded to Bulac. Bulac is the port of 
Cairo, where every one is obliged to embark, in order to have his 
goods pafled at the cuftom-houfe. Mr. Baldwin was fo obliging 
as to accompany us thither, -to iee us on board the boat. We had 
two miles to go, and in the way, obtained the fight of a part of 
the city which was new to us.; and which every where difplays a 
face of magnificence, we little cxpefted to find in Egypt. We went 
through a fquare that isone of thefinefti ever beheld, bothinrefpeft 
to its extent, and the loftinefs of the buildings which furround it. I 
fpeak within bounds when I pronounce it to be neaily two miles in 
cuxumference ; and at this time the area exhibits a beautiful {hect 
of water, coverai with gay boats of all denominations. When the 
Nile retires within his banks again, the beauty of this fquare will 
not be loft; as the bed of .tiie prefent canal will wear a drefs of 
the livelieft verdure, 4^ring the of her months of the year. W*e 
reached 3ulac ^bout fix o'clock, and getting our baggage pafled 
withqyt any delay, we went on board the boat, which we found 
to , be very large land convenient. We are now, for the firft time 
in our progrefethrough Egypt, to be (heltered from the fun, and 
to travel at our eafe, and in full fecurity from danger. From the 
fpacioufiiefs and convenience of our vehicle, and the charms of 
this celebrated.river, welook for nothing but pleafure in this 
voyage. Mr. Baldwin has been fo obliging as to fecure us a 
reception at Rofetto and Alexandria, by fumifhing us with 
fetters to his agents there; and in every refpeft, has anfwered 
ihc cxpeftations which we had formed from his charafter and 
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ftation*. Wc parted With him at fevto o'clock, when our 
boat weighed and fell down with the tide* We have the cabbins 
wholly to ourfelves ; but (he has feveral paflengers on board, 
befides us and our fervants, and a valuable cargo of coffee. . The 
wind is right againft us, notwithftanding which we drop down 
at the rate of three miles an hour. Juft before fun-fet wc opened 
the pyramids, which were in a diredt line behind us. The moun- 
tainous ftature of thefe pyramids was increaied by the fetting 
ray, which had fallen behind them, and exhibited a fpedlacle at 
once fublime and pifturcfque. The night now fpread her cur- 
tains round the world, and difpofed us to reft. At midnight we 
paffcd the village of Daranie, on the Delta, where the NDe di- 
vides himfelf into two branches, which fall into the Mediterra- 
nean at Rofetto and Damiat, near loo miles afunder, and form 
the Delta, one of the moft fertile iflands in the world. We 
took the branch that ruos to Rofetto, and continued the whole 
night to drop down with the current. The wind abated towards 
morning, and our courfe was confcquently quickened. The 
reader is here prefented with the courfe of the greater branches 
of the Nile from Cairo to the Mediterranean, as a fupplement to 
the chart of its courfe through Upper Egypt. 

♦ I have learnt, with no little concern, that the fituation of this gentlemln has 
been fome time paft very critical. On the plundering of the caravan, in the fum- 
mer of I779> between Suez and Cairo, the government bound Mr. Baldwin to 
prevent a retaliation on the part of the Englifh, and he was no more than a pri- 
foner at large, until very lately that he eflfeded his efcape. In this manner has 
the treaty of commerce between the Englifh and the government of Cairo, been 
preferved I Thus have the fortunes of many gentlemen, who built their hopes on 
the faith of nations, and remitted their property from India through this channel, 
fallen a facrifice to the inconftancy and avarice of a faithlcfs race ! Indeed, a revolu* 
tion has happened in Cairo fmce that defcribed in this work, fo the welder would 
be, that any treaty was refpeded by fuch a fludtuating government* 

THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, 25th September. 

I toft ft day-break, to take a view of the country around us. 
There was now a fine leading wind, and we went with great ra- 
pidity through the Witcr. The navigation of this river is cer- 
tainly the moft delightful, that fancy can pifture to itfelf. To 
the right of us is the beautiful ifland of Delta, covered with grain. 
Interfered With canals, and thickly fet with large towns and 
romantic villages. The fcene to the left is of a different hue. 
The banks, indeed, are adoi'ned with handfome cities and ex- 
tenfive groves, and a traft of country as verdant as the oppofite ; 
but then the defart appears behind this garden, and gives a noble 
variety to the profpeft. At feven o'clock we pafled very near 
the town of Demifchili, on the weftem bank, and ran by feveral 
iflands 6f various forms, which waved with crops of grain. In 
fianding from one fide of the river to the other, we ran aftiore at 
nine o'clock, c^pofite a place called Abuel Hau, where we 
were detained above half an hour. We find that boats fre- 
quently meet with thefe accidents on the Nile ; but the bottom 
being every where a rich clay, they are produftive of nothing 
worfe than the lofs of time. Tlnre is no danger to be now 
apprehended from the natives in the day, nor will they even 
venture to attack any but fmall boats in the night, in fuch a 
fituation. The fecurity of this navigation is much amended of 
late ; though our boat is too flxong to have fhrunk from danger 
in the worft of times. 

By the a6livity of our people we got afloat again, and purfued 
our voyage until noon, without any further obftacle. We now 
found ourfelves at the town of Efleiale, on the Delta. We met 
with but few towns in this laft run. What we have hitherto 
feen are moftly in a ruhious condition 5 but being all embellifhed 
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with lofty mofques and the ruins of magnificent. IfrudhireSfc 
they cut a very elegant appearance . from the water. We were, 
provided with fome roafted fowls, an excellent pie, and fome 
bottles of wine, to which we paid our refpcfts with gfeat appe* 
tite. It is with difficulty that we can tear ourfelves ftjom the 
deck on any occafion, as the obje6ts around us are of afafcinat- 
ing nature. The towns now began to thicken on us again^ 
We ran by the villages of Nedfgili, Beriin,^ and. Fcriftah, befides a 
number of others which we paffed in-mid-ftream, and which arc 
to be found in a map that Mr. Nieburh has given of thei 
great branches of the Nile. At five in the evening we went 
under the town of Schabur, on the weilern bank, and opened a^ 
point of the river with a fine breeze.. Innumerable are thefmalt 
and large craft which we have met in outv pun from Cairo, and 
which convey to the traveller fome idea of the extenfive com- 
merce of Egypt. The exports, however, are chiefly confined 
to the articles of life, and her com is diftributed to the different^ 
ports of the Mediterranean and the Red-fea. This is the coinr 
in which (he pays for the coffee of Arabia, and the cotton and 
filk of Perfia : and„ inftead of laying illegal impofts on the mer- 
chant, had fhe but wifdom enough to trade. upon her own bot- 
toms, without fuffering. foreign nations to engrofs the freight 
of her commodities, there is no doubt that, her ^ns would 
exceed thofc of every oliier country* 

The wind died away towards fun-fet, which induced our crew 
to man a pinnace^j, which has been hitherto a-ftem, ta tow us 
down the ftream. This is of great afiiftance to us, and we hope 
wiH cnfure our arrival at Rofetto in the morning. Wc have put 
fome paffengers afhore at feveral placesr which we have paffed, 
but (hall carry the principal part of them to Rofetto. Thefe 
paffengers are lodged under aa awning, which extends from the 
cabbin to the mainmaftj and is capable of containing twenty 
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people. Among them is a poor boy, who lofi his father iit the 
late troubles at Cairo. He has a good appearance, and told his 
tragic ftory fo pathetically, that we were moved to compaffion, 
and made a colleftion among us, to enable him to return to his 
family, who are at Conftantinople. 

The night is ferene and unclouded, but we have no light fave 
what the ftars afford. It is a lucky circumftance, perhaps, for 
our bodies, that oxtr minds are difengaged from the profpefts 
around, and that there is no moon- to tempt us^ to wafte thofe 
hours upon decky which ihould be dedicated to fleep. Wocon-^ 
tinued to. fall dowa flowly during, the night.. 

FRIDAY, 26th SEPTEMBElt. 

We had the pleafure, at day-break, to find ourfelves near thcr 
city of Fue, on the Delta, This city is in the latitude of 31* 
lo' norths and within tliirtymUes of Rofetto. It is ftill of a 
confiderable extent, . and affords an infinity of lofty minarets to 
the pafienger's view, whofe tops were now gilded with the morning 
ray. Confidering the want of wind, our progrefs has not been 
tardy. The country on each fide of us is flill a garden, and 
exhibits an agreeable variety of fruit-trees and corn-fields, opu- 
lent towns and fequeftered villages. Now and then we meet J 
vith fmall iflands, more verdant than the infant buds of fpring. 
At feven o'clock we paflibd between the towns of Deirut and> 
Disjedie, in the former of which there is one of the nioft beau- - 
tiful mofques in Egypt. We have found no increafe in the 
bireadth of the Nile fince we left Cairo ; nor is this fo much to 
be wondered at, if we confider the great depth of the channel, , 
aad the multitude of canals which every where diverthis waters. 
We pafTed in the night the grand canal which fupplies Alexah-^ 
dria with water, and is faid fo be the work of Alexander. It be- 
gins 
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gins nearly oppofite the town of Mehallet Malik, on the Delta ; 
and while it was open for boats, fliortened the diftancc one third, 
in the voyage we are engaged in. But it would have been a 
pity to have robbed us of any of the charms of this river. We 
were ftill feafting luxurioufly on the profpeflE before us, when 
we came within fight of the city of Rofetto, which is known 
at a diftance, by the ruins of an antient tower on an hill to the 
fouthward of the place. We ran under a mofque fituated on an 
ifland ; and at one o'clock, anchored before the city. We went 
afliore immediately, and waited on Monfieur Teffier, a French 
merchant of this place, to whom Mr. Baldwin was fo kind as 
to fumifti us with a letter. We were received very politely by 
this gentleman, who made us a tender of his houfe during our 
fliort ftay. Monfieur Meillon, our fellow-traveller, took up 
his quarters with the French conful, who is but newly arrival 
here. 

Rofetto, or Rafchid, is fituated in 31* 23' north latitude, oa 
the weftem bank of the Nile, and is reckoned one of the 
prettieft and compa£left cities in Egypt. It is the next to 
Cairo for commerce, if we except Alexandria, and exceeds 
them both in the falubrity of its air, and the beauty of its fitua- 
tion. The Nile runs in its front, and the fea lies within ten 
miles of its rear, from whence it is conftantly refreftied with 
cooling breezes. The country about it is a continued plantation 
of lemon, citron, and orange-trees. We walked out in the even- 
ing to furvey the city and its environs. The ftreets are regular, 
and the buildings in general neat and loffy. We prefently quit- 
ted the town, and were, in a manner, buried among fragrant 
groves, where the fun's burning rays never intrude themfelves. 
The walks were ftrewed with the bloffoms of the trees, whofe 
boughs were at the fame time loaded with golden fruit. In this 
happy clime the feafons are joyoufly blended together ; and the 
9 traveller. 
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traveller, in thefe retreats, might think himfelf tranfported to the 
regions of fancy *• Here peace and plenty reign. The noife and 
hurry of a city are not perceivable in this peninfula^ which was not 
the leaft difturbed by the late revolution in the ftate, though at fo 
fhort a diftance from the capital. But this may be partly owing . 
to the nature of the Turkifli cuftoms. The changes in the go- 
vernment do not afFeft the fubjeft ; nor the evils of public dif- 
putes extend beyond thofe who choofe to take a part in them. 

On our return home we paflfed the French faftory, which is a 
ipacious edifice, and difplays a very handfome front to the river. 
There is a wharf before it of near a mile in length, which aflfords 
a pleafant walk to the inhabitants. On the north fide of this 
wharf ftands the houfe of the late Mr. Wortley Montague, who 
was fo celebrated for his wit and curiofity, and his extraordinary 
attachment to Mahometan countries; but, perhaps, not lefs re- 
markable for being the fon of the ingenious lady Mary of the 
fame name. He^refided here more than thr^e years ; and his lofs 
is ftill regretted by Monfieur Teffier, and the gentlemen of Ro« 
fetto. 

We fupped and flept at the French merchant's, whofe complai-* 
fance extended to the procuring us places in a paflage-boat, that 
fails before day-break for Alexandria. We have been obliged to 
prefer this mode to the ufual route by land, which we are affured 
ha& been infefted by .wild Arabs, ever fince the commencement of 
the late troubles. We (hall be no lofers by the change, as the 
country between Rofetto and Alexandria, is little better than a de- 
fart ; and we (hall now have an opportunity of examining one of 
the mouths of the Nile. This mouth, it feems, is fo choaked up 
with a bar of fand, as to render it impaflable to any vefTel that 
draws more than nine feet water. The mouth of the eaftera 

* Well did tbey deferve to be the favorite refidence of the beautiful Cleopatra ! 

branch 
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1)ranch is more cafy of accefs. Foreign veffels come up almoft to 
Damiat j and we underftand'thc Turkifti frigate palled that way 
to Cairo. But fhe was obliged to be lightened for that purpofe ; 
and it is only during the inundation of the Nile, that veffels of 
fuch a conftru6lion can enter this river, which is -navigable for 
near a thoufand miles, and, were this defeft cured, might exhibit 
Aips of various' naticMis in the heart of Egypt 

SATURDAY, 27th September. 

We embarked at four o'clock this morning on the boat, to 
which our baggage and fervants had been fhifted the preceding 
evening. It was a veffel of a different built and conveniency, to 
the one we had left. It was not very unlike the bark in which 
we wCTe fo k)ng tofled about the Red-fea, fave that we were now 
provided with a good awning toflielter us from the fun, in con- 
fideration of a piece of gold which each of us gave for himfelf and 
fervants. There. were no paffengers befides us ; and her cargo 
was not very confiderable. We weighed anchor, in company with 
thirty fail df the fame craft, and fell down gently with the tide. 
About fun- rife we found ourfelves oppofitc an old caftle on the 
peninfula, which appears to have been originally built for the de- 
fence of the river. We t:rofied the ftream- here, and anchored at 
the village of Arbut on the Delta, where we were obliged to wait 
for a wind, to run Us over the bar. Here we foundthe- remains of 
a battery, which had been raifed to anfwer the caftle on the op-i 
pofite fhore 5 and it fecms almoft imprafticable for any hoftaie 
veffels that can enter this river, to have paffed between them. We 
found feveral brafs cannon fcattered up and down the beach, of 
very antient conftru6lion ; but the bore of them is too narrow to 
4engage with the artillery of the prefent times. Arbut is the laft 
tpwn on the Nile, and the country about it affords little elfe than 

date- 
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date-trees^ under ithe fhade of which we rambled about during our 
flay here. 

At ten o'clock a breeze of wind fpringing up, we repaired aboard, 
hoifted our fails, and ftood for the bar. The river increafed all 
at once in its breadth > the Itream began to be confiderably agi- 
tated ; and we had approached within a mile of the bar, when the 
wind perverfely came ahead, and obliged the whole fleet to run 
under the fliore of Delta. The land here has quite loft its fertile 
appearance. No more the earth fmiles with the plenteous harveft; 
no more the embowering fliades half conceal the ruftic hamlet. 
The ground is thinly covered with brufli-wood* while the ftiore 
of the peninfula is interrupted with frequent hillocks of fand» 
While we were kept here, our fervants dreffed us fome pigeom, 
which we had procured at Arbut i and the eating of our dinner 
helped us to pafs away the vexatious moments of delay. • 

More velfels now joined us from Rofetto. This was the part 
in which the difficulty of our voyage wholly lay. If the wind 
continued as it was, we might remain here for a day ; and^ for 
our confolation, we were told of boats that had experienced worfe 
luck. The profpe6t was not the moft flattering, and we were 
about to wifli ourfelves on the road over the defart to Alexandria, 
notwithftanduig the perils which awaited it, when the wind lucki- 
ly veered to the eaftward of north, and permitted us to lay up well 
to our point. We immediately availed ourfelves of it, and thir- 
ty-five fail of us ftood for the hogage or bar^ which we reached 
about one o'clock. There is a boat conftantly at anchor in mid- 
channel, to direft others through this hazardous place. The waves 
ran pretty high, and it was our fortune to ftrike the bank three or 
four times fucceflively, in performing this palTage, The fliocks 
were very frnart ; but as our boat was light, and the wind fair, 
we were threatened with no abfolute danger. Though the gale 
began to freihen, and we were obliged to tack twice to fetch the 
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channel, we got dear of the in?gage in about ten mitittt^ Thb 
was no trifling piece of good luck, if it be confidered, that veflck 
ire fometimes fix or feven hours beating over this h2Ct, and obli- 
ged to unlade their cargoes into the pilot-boat, in ordfer to trghtdit 
themfelves. Had we been coming into the river at this time, the 
accident would, in all probability, have been of a fcrious natoi^cV 
The contefl: between the wind and the current, which fet u^ out 
fo faft, mult be always very violent, and occafion a fea, which 
\Vovild inevitably ftave any veffel, that is unfortunate enough tot 
ftrike the bottom. 

The Mediterranean-fea was now before us. The goal to which 
our earneft looks had been fo long turned, was now happily at- 
tained, and we hoped foon to refpire freely after a courfc, run 
with peril, and won with labor. Like the fteed who approaches 
his forfaken paftures, we (huffed in imagination our native air, 
arid every pulfe beat quicker with the thoughts of home. The 
Nile throws himfelf with fuch an impetuofity into this fea, that 
Neptune feems to (brink before his might at this fea(bn. For a 
league and more from the bar, the water retains! its chry(tal hue 
and frefti quality, of which we convinced ourfelves by an expe- 
riment. We now ftood to the fouth-weft; in company with the 
whole fleet. The fea was friiooth, and the light barks ^ibly 
(kimmed the furface. At two o'clock we began to open a bay 
to our left, which forms the peninfula where Canopus once (lood, 
and behind which we faintly difcerned the groves of Ro(etto» The 
waves now were confiderably raifed, and our vefleFs motion en- 
creafed. But the wind continued fair, and we raa brifkly by a 
fandy, but not a defart coaft. Date-trees rear their heads behind 
the fteepy beach, and many of the eminences are crowned with 
the auguft ruins of ancient caftles. At five iii the evening we 
found ourfeives oppofite to the town of Vickerie, where there is a 
large caftle in good repair, and a light-hoUfe for the direction of 
2 ^ mariners^. 
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mariners. Here a garrifon is conftantly maintained for the de- 
fence of the coaft, which is fometimes infuhed by Greek corfairs, 
and the gallies of Malta. This is a confiderable head-land, and 
there are feveral fmall iflands lying off it. We once more got in 
with the land, and fmoothed our water very efFeftually. We de- 
fcried feveral fail to the northward, and made the hull of a large 
three-mafted veffel. We were the beft failor in the fleet, and got 
fo much ahead, that at fun-fet, our people could diflinguifh the 
point behind which Alexandria ftands. The coaft here is very 
low, and offers nothing pleafing to the eye. At eight o'clock we 
could fee the lights in the harbor. The night was dark, and we 
loft the opportunity of beholding the city from this point of view. 
At nine we anchored within fifty yards of the fliore, and fent 
Ibrahim afliore with Monfieur ^eillon, to find out the gentleman 
to whom we are recommended byMr^ Baldwin. We were pre- 
paring to take up our lodging in the boat for the night, when, 
juft before ten o'clock, Ibrahim returned with Signior Brand! 
himfelf, who politely came for us at that late hour. We left our 
fervants on board with our bag^ge, and accompanied that gen- 
tleman to an hotels which ha$ been lately fet up for the reception 
of ftrangers. Here we fupped comfortably, and enjoyed a found 
repofe after our tedious paffage from Rofetto. 

S U N DAY, 28th SEPTEMBER. 

We rofe betimes this morning, and fent for pur baggage\an^ 
fervants. The houfe we are in is roomy and convenient ; and was 
originally the Englifh faftory, when we had a conful here. * Our 
hoftis amafter taylor, and feems to be an- inoffenfive Italian. His 
wife is a Greek woman frqip Smyrna, talks French and Italian, 
and promifes to render our fituation eafy during our ftiav here. 
. We arc to pay two dollars per diem each, for our bed and bdard ; a 
price, indeed, rather extravagant, but fettled in the beft manrter 
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by Mr. Baldwin's agent, for the convenience of EngUfh tra- 
vellers. 

We walked out after breakfaft, to take a \dew of thfe antient 
port and city of Alexandria. We were attended by a Janizary in 
the EngUfti pay, whom it is neceflary to have, both as a guide and 
a proteftor from the infults of the vulgar. Agreeably to the cuf- 
toms of this place, we had refumed the European drefs, difcarded 
our whifkers, and once more looked and moved with freedom and 
eafe. We went direftly to the fea-fide, to examine theTurkifh 
haven, which lies to the weftward of the pharos, and is perfectly 
fecure for fliipping when it blows a gale of wind. But this haven 
is facred to the Turks, who are unfeeling enough to forbid Chrif- 
tiari veflels taking refuge in it, even when it is impoffible for 
them to remain in fafety in the common harbor. The melancholy 
confequences of this reftriftion have appeared more than once. 
Particularly in the year 1767, when forty veflels of different na* 
tions foundered, or ran afhore in the common harbor, during a 
violent ftorm from the north- eafl: quarter. But in fpite of this 
ordinance, Chriftian veflfels will prefume at times to peep into this 
port ; and it is not a fortnight fince a Maltefe privateer chafed a 
Turkifti fliip of much fuperior force under the very battery of the 
pharos, and gave her a parting broadlide as Ihc ran into the road; 
A Turkifh man of war of fixty guns was then at anchor here, 
and, either through want of alertnefs of refolution, did not at- 
tempt to revenge the infult. This man of war is ftill here, and 
there are feveral frigates on this ftation for the proteftion of the 
trade. 

We now went into the dock-yard, to fee a very bad fpecimen of 
their (kill in fliip-building. Here we perceived a party of females 
{landing on the beach, ready to be embariced in a boat for Cairo. 
They proved to be Greek flaves, juft brought from the Archipe- 
lago, and going as aprefent to the bey of Caiio. This informa- 
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tion we obtained from our Janizary^ who, at our requcft, cntcrcii 
into converfation with their guard. The poor creatures feemed 
infenfible of their fituation, which, in fome meafure, fuppreflcd 
the emotions we underwent at the firfl: knowledge of their deftiny. 
They turned towards us as we approached them ; and in ^itc of 
their vails we could perceive, by their fine eyes, and their admir- 
able forms, that they were objefts unfit to be fecluded from the 
fight of the world. This fudden motion, and the involuntary fur- 
prize which they betrayed at the novelty of our habit, awakened 
the jealoufy of their keepers, who immediately hurried them into 
the boat that was waiting for them. The price of fuch girls is 
from four hundred to a thoufend zechins ; and their value is en- 
hanced, as much in proportion to their qualifications, as the 
beauties they poflefe* To what a ftate of degeneracy is the world 
fallen, when wit, accompfifiiments, and beauty, are put up to fafe 
among the female tribe, in the fame manner as ftrength and me- . 
chanic Ikill in the negroes of Africa ! The latter branch of com- 
merce is indeed an impeachment on humanity; but the former is 
a dilgrace to the nature and tendency of the finer paffions. 

Alexandria, or Scanderie as the Turks call it, lies in the la- 
titude of 31* 1 1 'north, on a rifing ground, which defcends with 
an eafy flope towards the fea, and defcribes a femicircle, with the 
caftle on the eaftem, and the pharos on the weftern point. In 
this bay the foreign (hipping lay, and range themfelves abreaft of 
the pier which joins the pharos to the continent, according to 
their arrival. This ftation they chufe on account of its greater 
fecurity, as the pier breaks the force of the fea, which tumbles in 
from the eaftward. The fea wafhes the walls of the houfes, and 
the refreftiing breezes which come from it, contribute much to the 
healthinefs of the place. The prefent city feems to ftand in one 
quarter of the old, and does not take up one eighth part of the 
ground, which may be afcertained by the antient walls that ftill 
3 remain^ 
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T^main. It is reckoned to contain thirty thoufiind inhabitants of 
all nations ; and a greater medley were never yet affembled toge- 
ther. Gain is the lure which draws them to this mart; the 
mailers of which are the only people who derive no folid advan- 
tage from the connexion. 

I could dwell with pleafure on the minute antiquities of this 
well-known fpot, were they not already defcribed with fuch pre- 
cifton and elegance, in a work lately publifhed, as to leave a 
future traveller little to fey that can be new,r and lefs that he 
ca^i hc^ will equal the manner of fo agreeaWe on author. 
This work was originally printed in German, and has fince t)een 
tranflated into French, and is the produ6tion of Mr. Niebuhr, 
who made the tour of Lower Egypt and Arabia, by the command 
of his Danifh Majefty. I mean to touch, however, on the mofi re^- 
inarkable objefts of our refearch ; as to obferve a profound filen^ 
on fo curious a theme, would be an infult on the tafte and learn- 
ing of the reader. 

We dined in company with a genteel young Swdfs, who is oa 
his way to India. He is to embark on the firft boat for Cairo. 
-Where he means to take his paflage on our (hipping. It was with 
no fmall fatisfaftion that we replied to his queries of a journey fo 
new to him, and of a country in which we had fpent fo many 
years. He was rather mortified, however, when he underftood 
there were none of our veffels at Suez, nor after their arrival, 
that would fail for India before the next fummer. 

MONDAY, 29th September. 

We were introduced to-day by Signior Brandi to the French 
conful. He appears to be a well-bred fenfible man, and is wcU 
fpoken of by our companion Monfieur Meillon, who takes up his 
lodgings at the French faftory. He is but lately arrived here, 
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attd has his curiofity to fatisfy as much as we. We accompa- n 
nied him in a walk to fome of the adjacent ruins. We pafled by 
the Venetian fadory, which ftands next to the French. This is 
a veiy handfome building, and makes a much greater lliow than 
any of the foreign faftories. Our road lay over a fandy plain,> 
where feveral granite pillars of a prodigious length, are fcattered 
up and down. They feem to have been brought here with an 
intention of being ufed, which has been afterwards given up. 
When we had crofTed this plain, we went under an arched gate- 
way, which, perhaps, marked one of the divifions of the antient^ 
city. To the fouth of it lies a lofty tower in a ruinous condi- 
tion. It is furrounded by an high wall, and within, there is a 
grove of date- trees p Here the antiquities commence. 

With what concern mufl: the informed fpe6tator view the re- 
mains of fo celebrated a place! With what regret muft he look back 
on its former beauty and pride, and draw a comparifon with its pre-* 
fcnt poverty and decline! I hope it will not be confidered as a piece 
of affectation in any one to declare, that he cannot behold fucli 
fights as thefe with an even mind. The deftrudion of renowned 
cities is a baneful profpcft to the eye ^ and the fufceptible bread 
is filled with the fame fenfations in contemplating their decay, as 
touch it at the appearance of a venerable charafter in diftrefs, 
whom it is beyond the ability of man to relieve. We foon came 
to an antient temple, a part of which is ftill habitable, and has 
been long appropriated to the fervice of Mahomet. On this ac- 
count, we found fome difficulty to obtain admittance. But the 
key was at length procured by our Janizary, and we were fhewn 
into the negle£led quarter. This is a fquare of very large dia- 
meter, which is furrounded with triple rows of granite pillars 
of the Corinthian order, Thefe pillars are lofty, and fupport a 
roof which is iHlI in a good ftatc of prefervation, 
» The infide of the walls of this temple is inlaid with tables of 
^^^ marble 
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marble of various colors/ which, for their richnefs and novelty, 
cannot but engage the admiration of a ftranger. In the area of 
the fquare is a ftone cittern of very antique mould. It is in- 
fcribed on all fides w^ith hieroglyphics, and from a rail which 
enclofed it, appears to have ferved for fome religious purpofe. 

From hence we walked through a field of antiquities to a 
convent, which maintains four Francifcan friars. The building 
is fimple, and fuited to the charafter of its founders. Here we 
found about an acre of ground, very neatly difpofed of. The 
foil was naturdly fterile, but by the induftry of thefe holy fa* 
thers, produces vegetables in great abundance. They have a 
vineyard in fome forwardnefs; and with no finall labor and 
perfeverance, have funk a refervoir to fupply the garden with 
water, which is conveyed thither from a neighboring aqueduft. 
Thefe innocent creatures were diverting themfelves at nine-pins, 
and carried a content in their looks, which feemed to fet the 
cares and the vanities of the world equally at xiefiance. The 
evening was advanced, and we returned towards the city. In the 
way we were overtaken by a fhower of rain. Thb was fuch a 
novelty to us, who had not feen rain for fix months paft, that 
we enjoyed it in the higheft degree ; and were the only perfons 
in company, who would not have difpenfed with getting wet to 
the ikin. 

The fhower was flight, however, and we arrived at the French 
factory without any damage. The conful now introduced us 
to his lady, who is a pretty fprightly woman. We readily com- 
plied with an invitation from her to play at cards, and fpend 
the evening in her company. It was many months fince we 
had feen a female, whofe drefs and manners refembled thofe of 
our own countrywomen. She appears not to have any great 
relifli for her fituation, which, to one of her vivacity, muft be 
dull enough. Indeed, the difpofirion of the people (he is among, 
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may have occafioned her difguft to this country. The French 
conful loft his life here from a barbarous principle of revenge, 
about eighteen months ago ; and her hufband was appointed to 
fucceed hira* This would be a fufficient motive for a wo- 
man's fears. The particulars of this tragical ftory I will re- 
late hereafter. 

TUESDAY, 30th September. 

We breakfafted this morning on board the French flup, which 
Mr- Baldwin had recommended to us for a paflage to France. 
She is called the Cleopatra, and is a new, pretty, and commodious 
veflel. We have agreed with the Captain, Monfieur Calvi, to 
give him 133 crowns each for our paffage, which is indeed a 
large fum in thefe feas. But the gentlemen from India are al- 
ways confidered as monied men, and are taxed accordingly, 
whether they travel this way for pleafure, or are charged with 
bufinefs of a public nature* We find, however, that we (hall be 
accommodated in the moft elegant manner ; and we muft do 
Captain Calvi the juftice to fay, that he ftated his intentions of 
providing us with a plentiful table, and fubmitted the price to 
our generofity- On our return from the Cleopatra, we pafTed 
under the fterns of feveral merchantmen of different nations. 
There were but two Englifli vcflels in the number, one of which 
is freighted by Mr. Baldwin for Conftantinople, 

In the afternoon a large party of us fallied out to take a view 
of Pompey's pillar, the theme of the prefent age, and the admira- 
tion of paft times ! Befides my companions and myfelf, we were 
joined by the two Englifli commanders of the fhips in the har- 
bor, and by Monfieur Meillon, and fome young gentlemen of 
the French faftory. We mounted the fij-ft affes that prefented 
thcmfelves for hire, and, attended by our Janizary, took the 
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courfe we pqrfued yefterday. We left the convent on our right, 
and prefently came among broken arches and Jong pavpments, 
which are the remains of an aquedufl. Several towers reared u^ 
tlieir difmantled heads on each fide, of us, whofe appearanpe pror 
nounces them to have been pofts of great importfmce and ftrength, 
A number of ftately pillars next engaged our attention. They 
are placed in two parallel lines, and feem to have formerly fup- 
ported fomc magnificent portico. The pillars are of granite, or 
Thebaic marble, and about thirty feet high of a (ingle flone; and 
. we counted no lefs than thirty of them ftill ft^mding. But how- 
ever choice thefe colunins might be in any other place, they were 
but foils to the pillar which now appeared before us. We had. 
been buried anud the ruins and the hills of fand, which the winds 
have thrown up, when, lea^ng the city by the gate of Rofetto, 
we came unexpe6tedly upon the pillar. It is impoflible to tell 
which is moft worthy of admiration, the height, the workman- 
/ ; fhip, or the condition of this pillar. By the bcft accounts we can 

// 6 ?/ '-^ ^ ' obtain, it is an hundred and ten feet high. The (haft, which is of 
/ f ^) I . ^ a fmgle ftone of granite, is ninety feet, and the pedeftal is twenty 
^ i '^ ^* y ^ "^ more. It is of the Corin.thian order, which gives a beautiful dig- 
'^ nity to its fimplicity, rarely to be met with in modem architec- 

ture. It has fuflfered little or no injury from time. The polilh 
upon the (haft has wonderfully withftood the buffeting of the 
tempeft ; and it promifes to hand down a patriot name to the late 
pofterity of the ignorant native, who has no other trace of the fame 
of Pompey ! the pedeftal has been fomewhat damaged by the in- 
ftruments of travellers, who are curious to poflefs a relic of this 
antiquity ; and one of the volutes of the column was immaturely 
brought, down about four years ago, by a prank of fome Englifli 
captains, which is top ludicrous to pafs over. 

Thefe jolly fons of Neptune had been pufliing about the can 
on l)Qard one of the (hips in the harbor, until a ftrange freak en- 
tered 
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tered into one of their brains. The eccentricity of the thought 
occafioned it immediately to be adopted ; and its apparent impof- 
fibility was but a fpur for the putting it into execution. The 
boat was ordered, and with proper implements for the attempt, 
thefe enterprizing heroes pufhed alhore, to drink a bowl of punch 
on the top of Pompey's pillar ! At the fpot they arrived ; and 
many contrivances were propofed to accompliih the defired point. 
But their labor was vain ; and they began to defpair of fuctefs, 
when the genius who ftruck out the frolic, happily fuggefted the 
means .of performing it. A man was diipatched to the city for 
a paper kite. The inhabitants were by this time apprized of 
what was going forward, and flocked in crouds to be witnefles of 
the addrefs and boldnefs of the Englifh. The governor of Afcx- 
andria was told that thefe feamen were^tbout to ptiU down Pom- 
pey's pillar. But whether he gavtthem credit for their rieifpeft to 
the Roman warrior, or to the Turkilh government, he left thent 
to themfeives, and politely anfwered, ^hat the EngfTlh weit too 
great patriots to injure the remains of Potnpcy; He ktitUr Httlfc, 
however, of the difpofition df the people v^^ were engaged in 
this ^undertaking. Had the Turkilh empire rofe in oppofition, it 
would not, perhaps, at that moment have deterred them. The 
kite was brought, and flown fb direftly over the pillkr, that whcin 
it fell on the other fide, the ftring lodged upon the cajntil. The 
chief obftacle was now overcoilne. A two-inch i^opc was tied to 
one end of the ftrmg, and drawn ovet the pillar, by the end to' 
which the kite Was affixed. By this roJ)fe one of the fe^meii af-' 
cended to the top, and in lefs than an hour, a kindof fhroud was 
conftrufted, by which the whole company went up, and drank 
their punch amid the Ihouts of the aftoniflied multitude. To the 
eye below, the capital of the pillar doies not appear capable of hold- 
ing more thah <me man up<» it j but bur feamen found it could 
contaih lio kfs ttoui eight peribhs very cbhvenientiyi It is afto-i 
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nifliing that no accident befel thefe madcaps, m a fituation fa 
elevated, that would have turned a landman giddy in bis fo- 
ber fenfes. The only detriment which the pillar received, was the 
lofs of the volute before-mentioned ; which came down with a 
thundering found, and was carried to England by one of the cap- 
tains, as a prefent to a lady who commiffioned him for a piece of 
the pillar- The difcovery which they made, amply compcniated 
for this mifchief J as without their evidence,, the world would not 
have known at this hour, that there was originally a ftatue on 
this pillar^ one foot and ancle of which are ftill remaining. 
The ftatue was, probably, of Pompey himfelfi and muft have 
been of a gigantic fize^ to have appeared of a man's propor- 
tion at fo great an height. 

There are circumftances in this ftory which might give it 
an air of fi£tion» were it not demonftrated beyond all doubt. 
Befides the teftimonies of many eye-witnefTes, the adventurers 
themielves iiave left us. a token of the fa£t, by the initials of 
tLeir names, which are very legible in black paint juft beneath 
the capital. We fpent fo much time in viewing this elegant 
column, that the evening was too far advanced for us to go 
further. After providing our&lves. with a relic of this (hrine^ 
"we returned towards the port, which is about a mile and a 
^jdarter diftant. In our way we mounted an eminence, which 
has been thrown up by the Turks in digging for antiques, 
which are frequently found here. From hence we had a fine 
view of the hew and old city and port of Alexandria. 

WEDNESDAY, ift October. 

I had a prefent of an antique this morning from Signior 
iPrandi. It is a blue ftone which bears the head of a Jupiter Ca- 
pitolinus. The fmall collection which I have made, is not worth 

prefenting 



i 373 1 

prefenting to the reader, though the place from which 1 chiefly ^ 
drew them, is a proof of their being originals : as neither the 
Ikill nor the rcmotencfs of the country of Upper Egypt, can favor 
deceit in fuch matters. But a ftranger fhould be very careful how 
he makes thefe purchafes in Alexandria. Seals have been tenderefd 
me fo^ fale, which had all the appearance of antiquity ; but on 
the infpeftion of a perfdn converfant ip virtu^ turned Out to be 
copies. T^hey are, however, at times, in great plenty in this 
neighborhoods The people who follow this trade, hit per- 
chance upon^ a mine of curiofities, when a ^rtuofi mi^t fur-- 
nifh a caUnet with originals at a fmall expence. This we' 
faw exemplified. Signior Brandi lives with the Genoefe con- 
ful, Signior Agoftini. At his houfe we met with feveral anti- 
qtiities, which have been recovered from the ruins of this city. . 
Among the moft remarkable iis a buft of- Alexander, finely exe-^^ 
cuted and but little damaged. 

In the afternoon we went to fee Cleopatra's Needle, which lies 
to the eaftward of thfe city. We again mounted our affes, and 
without any other company than our Janizary, arrived in about 
ten minutes at the Needle. It is almoft clofe to the fea, and lifts 
iip its head amid an heap of ruins, which appear to have been a 
circle of magnificent buildings that furroundcd it; It is faid, 
there were originally three obelilks which bore this name; and' 
that one of them has been buried by its own weight, and the ri- 
fing of the fand about it. It is certain, however, that two of them 
once flood here at about fifty yards afunder. One of them was 
torn up by- the roots in a violent ftorm fomc years ago, and 
*♦ prone on the ground lies groveling many a rood.*' Thefe obe-* 
lilks are aMb of granite, which is the marble peculiar to this place- . 
They are of a fingle ftone, .fixty feet in length, and covered on. 
all fides with hieroglyphics. The one which is {landing, yields, 
only in beauty to Pompey's pillar, among the remains of thisau-^- 
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guft dty ; and it is a wonder that no attempt has been made ±a 
tranfport the fallwi needle to Europe; a fimilar enterprize to 
which was effefted, I think, in the removal of Trajan's pillar, 
the grcateft boaft of modern Rome. What a beautiful termina- 
tion would it make to one of the viftos at Chatfworth ! What a 
noble addition would it prove to the coUeftion at Stowe ! But the 
expence. would be too heavy for any, but a princely purfe to dif- 
chaige, as the relic would be too valuable for any, but a monarch 
to pof&fs. For a drawing of this obeliik> as well as of Pompey*s * 
pillar, I mnft refer the xeader to the work of Mr. Niebuhr, and 
to the drawings of Mr. Daltoa. The few plates which I have 
ventured to give, contain views of fuch things only as are not, 
to my knowledge, to be met with in other travds. 

We contemplated this obeliik with pleafure, and left it with 
regret. While we looked at the ruins aroimd us, we could not 
but fancy ourfelves carried back to the times of the Ptolemies. 
Here Anthony revelled ; here Cleq>atra reigned ! Here beauty 
ihed her rofy fmiles i here pleafure danced an eternal round ; and 
here, alas I the hero forewent empire and life for the fafcinating 
charms of love ! Some hundreds of yards from the fpot we had 
left, is an angle of the antient walls of the. city. Thefe walls arc 
(till above the level of the ground, and the ditch is ^ill to be dif- 
tinguifhed. This is the eaftem face, and at certain equidiftances, 
there were round towers for the better prote6tion of the walls. 
We entered the tower at the angle, which appeared to be lefs de- 
cayed than the reft. There is a circular room in the middle, 
which at prefent goes up to the top of the tower : But by a nar- 

^ The author has given a view of this pillar in the frontifpiece to his Eaftom 
Eclogues ; but a more competent idea can be gathered of* it in a colledion of prints, 
publiihed by the ingenious Mr. Dalton in the year 1752, comprizing, among other 
antiquities, the elevations and fedions of the pyramids o£ Egypt, which muft have ^ 
been a t^ik not l«fs difficult than curious. 
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row ftalrcafe on one fide of it, there is a likelihood of there ha- ' 
ving been apartments above. We made a tour of this face, and* 
on our return home, vifited the church of St, Catherine belong- 
ing to the Greeks. Here one of the friars led us into a re- 
cefs illuminated with a lamp, to fee the ftone on which St. Ca-^ 
therine was beheaded. This ftone is held in uncommon venera-' 
tion J and the fathers are very anxious to perfuade ftrangers, that 
drops of her blood are ftill vifible thereon. They were under no 
danger of having this opinion contradi6ted, through the abun- 
dance of our zeal j but they were, perhaps, more plealed, that we 
had charity enough to leave fome filver among them, tawards the' 
propagation of this innocent impofition. 

t THURS PAY, ad October. 

Intelligence came this morning of the lofs of five boats on the* 
Sogage, or bar of the Nile, which were among a fleet that* 
failed two days ago for Rofetto. The young Swifs whom I have* 
before fpoken of, was unluckily on board one of them ; and we 
learn with concern, that he has efcaped only with his life. 
If the reader, however, remembers our defcription of that place^ 
it may feem a greater mercy to him, that the young man did not 
periih with his effe6ts. The wind blowing in the teeth of a rapid 
current, muft have occafioned a prodigious fwell on the bar, 
which generally proves as fatal to the mariner as to his bark. 
The French merchants of this city are faid to be confiderable 
fufferers by this accident i as they had very rich bales of good s^ 
on the boats which are wrecked. But the misfortune of the. 
young Swifs chiefly engaged our attention. Our minds yet 
fmarted with the remembrance of our own diftrefles ; and we 
were, perhaps, never in a difpofition to have contributed more 
largely, than we now did, towards the relief of a fellow-crea- 
ture^ 
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ture. So true it is, that calamity is the beft phyfician to men- 
tal infirmities, and difpofes the pafEons to liften more ferioufly 
to the calls of humanity. 

It is laughable enough, to obferve the materials and faftiion of 
the generality of the buildings of this city. Marble ready wrought 
to the hand, is in fuch profufion here, that in every ftreet you 
meet with the. noble fragments of palaces and temples, applied to 
the meaneft puipofes. I have feen a flable fupported by pillars of 
the fined granit?, and. a cow-houfe paved with the moft beautiful 
tablets of marble. This view, indeed, is more likely to provoke a 
figh than a fmile. It too nearly refemblcs the prophecy denoun- 
col againft that fplendid city, whofe regal edifices were to become 
the habitations of the beafts of the field. But our ridicule is di- 
refted againft another object. The court-yards of the foreign 
fadories are encompafTed with the choiceft pillm*s that could be 
procured ; but the confiifion of orders, in which the Dodc, Io- 
nic, and Corinthian jar together, joined to the unequal height 
and diameter of the Ihafts, rather render the whole a ludicrous 
than an agreeable aflemblage. But as tlie builders have had con- , 
venience more than elegance in view, the want of tafte in the dif- 
pofition is the more excufable 

We took a ride in the evening to the canal which ^^as brought 
from the Nile, and ftill fupplies the city with water. Our route 
lay through a road which leads to the S. E. gate^ and divides the 
antient city into two equal parts. This is the high road to Ro- 
fetto^ on which travellers are accuftomed to go on mules, in pre- 
fcrence.to the dangerous paflage by fea* The journey is performed 
in feven or eij;ht hours, and it is reported that the obftru6lion to it 
is now removed, by the gallantry of a Turk, who was attacked 
yefterday by the Bedouins, or wild Arabs, that have lately infefted 
the country. The captain of the gang was luckily Ihot by the 
Turk j and his adherents have fled to other parts. We arrived 

in 
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in about half an hour at the gate. It has been a very fuperb 
work, and there arc ftill two columns, which fupport the pedeftal 
above it, of the moft beautiful fymmetry and defign. The canal 
is about a quarter of a mile from hence. It (till ferves the chief 
purpofe for which it was intended ; and, in the floods, conveys a 
fufficient quantity of water to the city, to fill the ciftems for the 
ufe of the enfuing year. This expenfive labor was neceflary to 
redlify the defeft with which this thirfty foil is curft, and is in 
every refpeft worthy of its fuppofed founder. But the channel a 
few miles above is fo choaked up, as to render it no longer na- 
vigable for the imalleft boats, except for a week or two in the 
year. There is a large arch thrown over this cand, which ap- 
pears firm enough to admit of repair. Neither the bridge nor 
canal, however, have a chance to be reftorcd to their former con- 
dition by the indolent and illiberal Turk ; although, comparative- 
ly fpeaking, an inconfiderable expence would be the means of re- 
viving, in their full extent, thefe elegant and ferviceable works of 
antiquity. On the banks of this canal are raifed the vegetables^ 
with which the city is fupplied; and beyond them the defart 
ftretches to the Nile. 

On our return home we made a tour of the weftem wall of the 
antient city, which we had not before feen. There are towers 
upon it as on the other fide, and the wall has more frequent 
breaches in it. 

FRIDAY, 3d October. 

I employed myfclf this morning in tranfcribing an ode, which I 
had written in detached parts, during our voyage down the Nile. 
The reader will find it in the Appendix, where it will appear as a 
companion to the ode to the defart. He may, perhaps, fufpeft me 
of another reafon than what I before alledged, for not mingling 
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poetry and proie» for putting it in that place/ The c6n«raft be« 
tween the fubje^ls i& fo (biking, as to iet the deferiptive pafiages 
of either piece in the bed light* 

Nothing retards our departure hvA the veffel's difpatchet^ whic& 
are not arrived from Cairo. For fear of ny beis»g hereafbcr pre^ 
vented, I will here communicate the ftory of the French confol's 
murder, fome circumftances of which are of an extnordinary mt^ 
ture, and will ferve ta juftify the unfavorabk idea vrhich is eatse^ 
tained of the Arabians, in di£Serent parts of this work. 

Three young gentlemen belonging; to the Freiicb fa^Kiry hod 
been out in iJie country {hooting pigeons. They wece met on 
their return by fome Arabs, who, with their ufual impudence t» 
Chriitians whom they fuppofe to be in their power, <ifaeraanded 
their guns^ Theie the Frenchmoi naturally refufed to deliver 
up ) and a flruggle eniuing, in which tl^y were likely to be over-i^ 
come by numbers, one of them levelled his piece, and (hot ^m 
Arab dead on the fpot. The unexpe£bednefs of this adion ftruck 
fuch a. terror uita the reft, that they immediately difperfed, and left 
the young men ta make: the beft of tkeir way off. This they e£^ 
fefted, but with di&rent fortunes^ The gaailty perfon knevr 
there, was na Ikfety for him^ in Alexandria,, akhough the life had 
been taken away in defence, of hia property,, againft an hoftile d^ 
fault. He bent his way, therefore, to a viUagp on the fea-fide> 
and, without fufpieion^ hired a mule for Rofetto, Here he ar- 
rived with great expedition,, and embarked on a boat which was 
that moment going for Damiat. Happily for him, when heu 
reached that city, there was a. veflel under way for Conftanti- 
nople^ in which, he efcaped from thedefliny that awaited him. 
One of his companions, concealed himfelf in this city, until' be 
found an opportunity to quit it, which his knowledge of the 
language enabled him to do in lafety. The other took refuge in. 
the French fa^ry j, the fupgofed fandkity of whicb> he vainly 

imagined 



r 379 3 
Imagined would proteft him from the refentment of the Arabs* 
Though ha was only a fpe^ator of the accident which had hap* 
pened^ he was doomed to anfwer for it in the mofl: inhuman 
manner. The city was prefcntly in commotion ; and a . mob> 
headed by the comrades c^ the deceafed, forced open the gates of 
the faftory, after having been denied admittance by the conful, 
took out the imfortunate youth who remained, and hung him 
upon the firft tree they met with. Not fatisfied with this facrifice, 
they afterwards cut him in pieces, and expofed his limbs in diffe* 
rent quirtcrs of the city. 

Here one might think the vengeance of a barbarian would flop. 
With fuch a retaliation, that, confounding as it did the innocent 
with the guilty, is fo agreeable to their notions dF juftice, the 
Arabs might be fatisfied. But their thirft for blood was not yet 
queiKhed. As the murderer had efcaped, they turned their rage 
againib the innocent man, who had prefumed to afford his ac-^ 
complice a fan£hiary. Aware of the unforgiving difpofitions of 
the Arabs, the conful had confined himfdif to his houfe for the 
fpa(% of two months, and upwards. He now thou^t the matter 
was forgotten, and ventured out as ufual to take the air on an 
afs, along with the Janizary of his nation. ' This Janizary is 
eftoemed here a fufiicient fafeguard. He may be fb bn common 
occafions, but his authority failed^him on this. They were met 
by a man near Pompey's Pillar, who, with (ceming indifierence, 
enquired the conful's name of the Janizary ; and being fatisfied 
it was the perfon he fbught,. he fifepped fuddenly behind him, and 
difchargcd a piftol in his back. The baH went through the con- 
ful's body, and he immediate^ expired. Thus loftng, like the 
hero near whole column he fell, his life by the treachery of the 
Egyptian race 1 The afiaffin efcaped during the Janizary's con- 
fufion, and no notice was taken by the government of fuch an 
outrage* The French confulted their own dignity, as well as the 
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interefts of other nations, when they fent two frigates this fumtner 
to demand fatisfaftion. But whether the force was inadequate, 
or they have been tempted, by fome fecret advantages, to give up, 
as they have done on many occafions, the honor and even lafety 
of their minifters in Turkey, the frigates have departed, without 
fuccefs in their negotiation. 

SATURDAY, 4th October. 

We were alarmed this morning with the report of a veflel beings 
about to founder in the harbor* This carried, us to the quay, 
where we faw a Greek polacre go down in about half an hour; 
It feems that fhe run upon the anchor of another vefl^l as ihe 
came into the road, and thc^rew were, glad to quit her with their 
lives. It is furprizing that theft accidents are not more frequent ^ 
in a port, where veffels are obliged to be always moored, on ac- 
count of their infecure ftation. The water is fo (hallow when 
the tide is out, that there would be no fleering clear of the anchors, 
were not ftrangers apprized where they lie. What is done, there* 
fore, in other places for the convenience of the owners, is here 
enforced for the good of the public. And every veffel is obliged, 
by an order at this port, to place buoys over her anchors. A failure 
in this meafure fulgefts her to the payment of any lofs fhe may 
occafion. And, it is faid, the owners of the Greek polacre will 
recover damages on this ground. 

As we were returning from the quay, we met a porter finking, 
to all appearance, under a double bale of cotton. He wore jack- 
boots, in order to keep his knees flraight, and walked doubled, with 
his hands fupported on his knees. Were not the fa£t well known 
to thoufands who trade to the Levant, one would hefitate to men- 
tion the enormous loads which the Turkifh porters carry. We 
went to the fcales where the bales were weighing, and faw one of 
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theirt take a bale of 7 cwt. upon his back, and ftagger under it 
to the quay. The diftance, indeed, is not very great, and there 
appears to be as much art as ftrength exercifed in thefe furpriz- 
iiig efforts of the bodily powers. I have heard more than once, 
during my refidence in India, of the porters in Perfia being fa- 
mous for carrying a pipe of wine on their backs, which is more 

lan 10 cwt. and^.with the afliftance of a bamboo, or ftick acrofs 
his flioulder«, a Chinefe at Canton is faid to fupport an equal bur- 
den with more eafe to himfelf. It is only in countries, however, 
where laborers of this kind arc fcarce, that fuch vigor is defir- 
able< In Paris or London, where profeflions are not hereditary, 
and' where every idler is willing to turn his>hand to any thing, the- 
inconvenience of this monopoly would be felt. This ufeful^ 
branch of labor would fink in its value, and crouds would lan- 
guifti for want of employment; 

We dined on board one of theEnglifli fhips to-day, where 
the departure of the French frigates without redrefs of their 
complaint, became the fubject of converfation. It fcems that 
the French have been much animadverted upon by foreigners 
here on this occafion; and comparifons been drawn between 
them and the Englifhi not to their advantage. Indeed, hiftory 
furnifhes many inftances of the oppofite behavior of both go* 
vemments in fimilar cafes. Where one negotiates for a redrefs 
of injuries, the other, difpatches a fleet to command it. And 
while one is wafting time in unavailing threats, the other 
employs, more certain arguments of conviftion with the Maho- 
metan powers. But there is fomething very rayfterious in this 
procedure of a people, who, in other refpefts, are jealous of af- 
fronts, and enamored of glory. The particular advantages which 
they derive from the Turkey trade, feem to influence their ope- 
rations in that quarter ; and they aim at the prefervation of thofe 
advantages, at the expence of their national honor. All Europe 
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is indebted to Fru\w» for thft troub}? (he toek in ffsouHng 0» 
Archipdagp of the piratei whifh infefted it, after the ?lofe of th? 
Jtiuffian war. They were chiefly Creekq, and abounded in fueh 
a degree, that not a merchantman efcaped being attacked 1^ them. 
The French frigates every where pnrfned them with unremitting 
vi^lance ; and to eradicate the evil effe^ually, ran their barkf 
down in general, without firing a gun. The good confequencea 
of thefe exertions foon a{^;»Bared ; and it h notorious, that thore 
never was a time, in which the Mediterranean wat fo free of 
corfairs of all denominations, as tUo prefodt. 

Captain Caivi introduced us in the evemng to a Greek family, 
which confifted of a lady and her two daughters. The latter 
-were very beautiful, but overloaded with a prpfufion of seohina 
upon their heads and hrsafts, which were ftrung together like, 
pearl *. The eldeft of the daughters is married to a man now 
in France. 3he prefled our captdn much for a palTage. He is 
full ; but with the gallantfy of a Frenehman, placed his refufal 
to a dcfire of preferving harmony ^unong his paf&ngers, which 
the influence of her charms could not fail to invade. The franks 
ne(s and pleafantry of this Provengal are very wga^^g, and 
afford us a profped of much entertainmeivt during ^ur 
voyage. 

SUNDAY, 5th October. 

We attended the fer^ce.this morning at the chapd of tike Ge- 
nocfe faftory, where we afterwards dined, on die invitation of 

** Among thefe I perceived a medal of Alexander the Oceat, iaftne prefervation. 
As the charader* were Roman, it was probably $ruck by one of the Qxhsi in 
honor of that hero. I attempted, in vain, to pl^ce it among my fmall col.- 
le^on. 

Signior 
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Sigtiidr fir ancB. The conful is a pfoHtc chcarful old ^ntlemait 
o f fevetity amd upwards, and has fcrved in that office ^ith gi-eat 
credit, for above thirty years. He is, howtver, toa teach of iii 
invalid to be ible ta attend ta bnfinefe, which is managed f6r 
MtA by Sigttiof Brandi, whor is a!fo ^trti to Mr. Ba!d>^i^. 

We accompanied Sigriiof Btaridi in the etehhig to^ the yene-^ 
tian faftory, where v9t draiii: coffee with an ItaUan te^ whb it 
lodged thete. From heriee We fallied oat to a garden, which i» 
aboat ten mJntrtes wa& frofti the city. This garden ft AkWy 
planted with fruit-ttees^ of variooi kinds, iit whicR we- /bund n 
vety agteeabkf reHel? frcdA tlie faridy vfews, whkh every where 
meet i^n tyt iii the envifons 6f <h5s phte. Notiring bnt the? 
hap^inefs of its fitnation fyr cdmmttce, coolrf have ptoAipte* 
Alexander to have foanded a city <m this barren Ipot. And the 
rank it keeps among* commercrat cities at this hour, in Ipite' of 
the revohitrons^it has feett inrits rfeligbn, government, a&d cnftotas^ 
demonftrates the acutenels of that monardi's difcerhnient. 'f yrc^ 
Athens, ahd Carthage, are' only to be refpefted in Ac page- of 
hiftory: while the port of Alexandria is ftill crouded with thtr 
veffels of different natioiis ; and ftill difpenfes, diough in a lefe 
degree, her bounty through the wmld. 

As we returned home we paffed the houfe of a fair j€wt&, 
whofe reputation is fpread about this city. It is her cuftom ta 
fhew herfelf daily at her window, to enfnare thofc who venture 
to gaze upcMi hen It is affirmed that her charms made a very 
fmgular impreffion upon an Englifh nobleman, who came here 
ibme years ago. * He bid very highly for her perfini, but was 
difappointed in his views. The amour fomehow got wind, and 
fhe was honored by a wag with his title, which fhe has preferved 
to this day. 

In: a converfation with our Janizary this evening, we difcow 
vferedthatfearwas oflecauftof the dlftinCliori, with which the 
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Englilh are treated in this country. It is many years firicc the 
Englifh trade has declined in the Levant. Their fhips of war 
no more ride triumphant in thefe feas, and their thunders have 
long ceafed to ftrike terror through the coafts of Egypt. But 
the fpell is revived. The Englifh have found their way into the 
Red-fea, and have it at their option to deal with Egypt on thdr 
own terms. The reader may remember the afliftance which we 
received in our greateft diftrefs, from the arrival of the Swallow 
floop of war at Judda. This floop mounted about twenty guns, 
and had carried diipatches from Madras to Suez. Srnce the Por*. 
tuguefe were expelled Arabia, no veffel of war belonging to a fo- 
reign power, had vifited that port. Her arrival was a phenome-. 
non which alarmed the weaknefs of this government. The jea- 
loufies that exift among the European nations, are the bafis of 
its fecurity on the fide of the Mediterranean. But on the (hores 
of the Red-fea, it muft fubmit to the power, whofe empire in 
India has given them the navigation and commerce of the Red- 
fea, without a competitor. And this power is the Englifh. 
A track, ilruck out by private adventurers, may hereafter bene- 
fit the public; and, under proper reftriftions, add to the influence 
and power of the Company^ in a meafure which might exceed 
expeftation *. Rumor is well known to magnify danger. The 

force 

• The inftability of the Egyptian government weakcns» in fome degree, tlie 
force of this rcafoning. It has been raggeftcd by the ingenious Dr. Ruffcll, 
whofe long refidence in Turkey inclines the author to pay a deference to him on 
a fu^je(^ on which he is fo much better informed, that the difcouragement which 
the Turks give to the trade by Suez, arifes from this very caufe. The revolu- 
tions in Cairo are often annual, and the Porte, confequencly, can depend but little 
on receiving a fliare of therr profits from men, whofe footing in power is fo flip- 
pery. The communication with India by the caravans of Aleppo, turns out 
wholly in favor of the Turk. The inference, therefore, which the Do&or -draws, 
is very judicious. The conunerce by Aleppo would fall to the ground^ were that 
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force of the Swallow floop was eftimatcd at Cairo at fixty gxms . 
Here, fhe is a firft rate ! It is no wonder that this government 
fliould be on its good behavior, when it has not even a galley on 
the Red-fea to proteft the trade* For though this trade is almoft 
wholly carried on upon Arabian bottoms, were an embargo 
to be laid on the importation of coffee into the Egyptian ports, 
the courfe would be turned to the caravans^ through which chan- 
nel the coffee is delivered at more than double the price, to what 
it is by water. ♦ ^^^ 

MONDAY, 6th October. 

We are detained here by the moft vexatious of all circum- 
ftances — the negle£t of the agents of the Cleopatra* Captain 
Calvi has been ready to fail thefe four days, and his difpatchet 
are not yet arrived from Cairo. To whet our difappointment, 
the wind has been eafterly the whole time i and we might 
have performed a fourth part of our paffage to Marfeilles. Na- 
turai delays ftiould be borne with patience 1 but thofe which 
arife from human perverfenefs, are enough to ruffle a Stoic's 
temper. 

We encountered fome objefts to-day, who beyond all others 
fliould engage our commiferation. They were the captain and 
officers of a French veifel, which was wrecked four years ago on 
the coaft of Barbaiy. Along with the crew they were carried into 
llavery ^ and have now been releafed by an accident. The em- 
peror of Morocco has fent an embafly to the court of France, 
and thefe Frenchmen were feleded, among forty others, as a pre- 
fent worthy for a king to receive. The particulars of thefe un* 

by Suez to be cflabriflied. And this is the fecrct objc<flioji which the Porte en- 
tcrtaius to the latter trade; and was hatche*lj not by the influence of French in- 
trigucSf tiQT the cgmplaints of the religious of Mecca ajid Medina* 

3 D fortiyutc 



I 



[ 386 1 

fortunate people's ftory are very intercftlng, but very fimilar to 
accounts already publiflied of captives in the fame fituation. There 
is a youth among them of about fourteen years of age. His lot 
was different from the reft. On account of his youth, when 
they were firft brought to Morocco, the emperor ordered him to 
be an attendant in the feraglio. This anecdote we had from the 
boy's own mouth, although he was fometimes at a lofs to ex- 
prefs himfelf in his native tongue. His employment was to make 
coffee for the emperor's wives, and to gather bouquets for them of 
the fweeteft flowers in the gardens of the palace. It may, per- 
haps, wound the pride of our countrymen to know, that the Sul- 
^-^^ tana is an Englifhwoman, who has been elevated to that dignity 
more than twenty years. She feems to be about forty, and ha- 
ving borne the emperor two fons, is perhaps, on that account, 
treated by him with a diflin£tion, which her charms no longer 
command. And in fa£):, while he pays her only court in public^ 
his private hours are dedicated to a French concubine, who was 
made a captive by one of his cruizers, and on account of her ex- 
quifite beauty, preferred to the feraglio. Thefe barbarians, it 
feems, are grown nice in their amours f Depopulated Greece can^ 
not afford them a variety of beauty, but they muft appropriate the- 
fpoHs of France and England to pamper their bafe lufls ! Where 
fieeps the vengeance of thofe warlike nations, that they fuffer 
thefe crying injuries to pafs unpunifhed ? The gallies of Barbary 
groan with their men, and her feraglios teem^ with their females T 
When the ftatcs of Europe learn to diflinguifh their true interefls; 
when they eflablifh a firm bafis of union among themfelves ; then,, 
and then only, can they hope to fee their arms direfled againft 
the common enemies of mankind ; to fee jtheir commerce un- 
interrupted, their people uninflaved by the refiife of the earth !. 

The Mahometan Ramazan is commenced. This inftitute is. 

an imitation of our hmX, except that there is a difference in the* 

^ mode 
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mode of abftinence required. The rigid Catholic contents him- 
felf with a change of diet; and takes his ufual meals without 
fcruple, fo that he forbears flefh and certain forbidden things. 
The life of a Muffulman undergoes a total innovation during this 
faft. From the time the fun rifes until it fets again, the tafte of 
any fubftance, even water itfelf, is prohibited by the law of Ma- 
homet. But then the night brings full reparation with it. Ex- 
cefs follows abftinence, and he indulges himfelf in a variety of 
food, to be revenged upon the law. The bad confequences of 
this prieftcraft muft be fenfibly felt by both parties. Our Ja- 
nizary has been quite unhinged fmce the Ramazan began. He 
is now fitter for fleep than action, during the day ; and were wc 
to remain here, we (hould reap little benefit from his fervices 
while the faft continued. The ftreets are now empty of people in 
the day-time. Towards the evening they begin to affemble in the 
cofFee-houfes, and at the corners. of the ftreets ; where they 
wait for the prieft's proclamation of funfet. Their faces betray 
the height of impatience; and at the appointed fignal, they 
ftart for thieir dinners with no very temperate intentioRS. 

TUESDAY, 7th October. 

The veffers difpatchcs are at length arrived, but the wind is fb 
confiderably heightened to-day, that the captain holds it danger* 
ous to attempt moving out of his ftation with it. We muft wait 
for what the morrow may efFeft in pur behalf. 

News is juft come from Cairo, that the troubles upon the Nile 
arc recommenced, and that war is about to renew its horrors in 
this unhappy country. The fugitive beys have found means to 
poflefs themfelves at length of Jirje, about which city they have 
long hovered. The fituation of this poft enables thepi to ftop cf- 
fedkually, the navigation of the river. A large armament is pre- 
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paring at Cairo, to diflodgc the rebels from their ftrong hold. 
Boats of all kinds are preffcd for this fcrvice, and the communi- 
cation promifes to be inteirupted between Alexandria and the me- 
tropolis. The iffue of this commotion may, to all appearance, be 
foretold. It is the laft effort of a delpcratc party, which can- 
not avail them againft fuperior numbers and difcipline.* Ifmaul 
Beg has now fet a price upon the heads of his antagooifts. 
This barbarous pi'ad:icc is juftified by the example of the raoft 
poHfhed nations, againft thc^e whom the ftate confiders as trai- 
tors. And in all probability, it will now rid the bey of Egypt 
of his fears. But the accompliflunent of this dcCtgn. is, uncer- 
tain *. Wc cannot fufficiently congratulate ourfclves on our re- 
moval from thofe fcenes of contention ; and count all om tpils 
as happily endured, ftnce we have efcaped thereby^ the new delays 
that awaited us. 

Ibrahim has juft now taken leave of us, to embark on a boat 
which is boimd for Rofetto. He is fiimifhed with recommienda* 
tions for the Englifh captains who may come to Suez ; and tbere 
is no doubt of his finding a good opportunity to ^et back to the 
Adventure, to which veffel he ftill belongs. The behavior of this 
poor Indian has been uniformly honeft and ingenuous. Some 
flight errors which he has been guilty of, were fully retrieved by 
the iinpbrtaiice of his ferviods i afid could we camsumd ppwcr or 
riches at this moment, they would be employed in beftowing a 
more fuitable reward on his merits. Henceferth be not virtue 
appropriated by any particular feft. Let pride be taught to be- 
lieve, there is no diftin^on amoi^ mankind, but what re&lts 
from the practice of good and evil ; and imbibe> with us» a chari- 
table opinion of the members of every perfaaficm^ 

, * So uncertain, that it appears the very reverfe has fuice happened, and the de« 
pofed beys have recovered their power, though at this hour, perhaps, it has agaia 
eluded their grafp I 

That 



r 



[ 389 ] 

' That we might be ready for the captain's fummons in the 
morning, we difcharged our debts at this place, and prefented our 
Janizary with fome pieces of gold, for the trouble that we have 
given hini. The alacrity with which we fhall quit thefe ihores, 
has been quickened by concurrent circum fiances. The very air 
of this city feems to be impregnated with the breezes of the 
North. Her ftreets difplay the habit which is fo famihar to oar 
eyes ; and her harbor is crowded with veffels, which are bound to 
the lands of liberty and icience. What bofom then can reprefs 
its emotions at fuch a fight ? What foot would linger on the 
ftrand, when the fail was fet for the ports of Europe ? Curiofity 
has been fatisfied. Like the hunters who have encountered tcdl 
and danger in the purfuit of their game, we anticipate the fweets 
of repofe ; and find, that the ardoa^ of expectation conftituted the 
principal plcafure of the chace. ^ ^ _^, , 

WEDNESDAY, 8th Octoeer. 

The wind being favorable this morning for our departure, 
the Captain fired a gun» as a fignal for us to go off. At fc- 
ven o'clock Monfteur Meillon accompanied Major Alexander, 
Mr, Hammond, and myfelf to the quay, where we embarked 
on the Cleopatra i and at eleven^ weighed our anchor for 
Marfeilles ** ^ , 

♦ It may be fatisfadtory to the reader to know that our travetlers, whom he has 
fo long accompanied, arrived fafely in England at the clofe of the year 1777, after 
a journey of eleven months. It may be fuppofed that the end of their miffion was 
defeated by the delays they encoontered ; but they flatter themfelves, that the merit 
of pcrfeverance wilI"'not be denied them, cither by the refpeiitablcbody in whofe fcr- 
vice it was exerted, ox by the generous public 
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' AND now. Madam, it is time to bid you adieu. To purfue the 
iimilc of the hunters, whatever fatisfaftion I may have found in 
the recital of our adventures, I doubt whether an indifferent per- 
fon will liften as complacently to the tale. In the review of this 
volume, I have as much reafon to pray for your indulgence, as to 
hope for your fympathy. While the tear of pity dims your eye, 
let it prove a vail to the inaccuracies which are almofl infeparable 
from a work of this nature. Nor let this be deemed an unrea- 
fonable or arrogant wifti. While the major part of mankind are 
adminiftcring to the caprices of the female^fex, while they are 
feeding their vanity with the grofleft flatteries, and perverting 
their dilpofitions by an idle compliance with tfieir humours, his 
prefumption may furely be excufed, who, actuated by a fpirit of 
philanthropy, and willing to communicate the refult of dear- 
bought experience, endeavors to make one woman of his party, 
who has refleftion enough to weigh the importance of human 
misfortunes, and zeal enough to promote their publication for the 
inftruftion of the world. That he has not offered a trifling fub- 
jeft to her confideration, is the befl: compliment which he could 
pay to her underftanding ; and that he looks for her fympathy in 
the hour of diftrefs, is not the worft picture which he could give 
of her feelings. To be a ierious member of a thoughtlefs tribe, 
IS no lefs an honor to a woman, than to poffefs a refined heart in a 
depraved and diflipated age. 

I have the honor to be. 
Madam, 

Your's, &c. 
Alexandria, 8th October, 1777. 

POSTSCRIPT. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 



JU S T as thcfc (Keetcr were going to the prefs, a letter came to^ 
my hand$> which, on every account, I would wifh to communi- 
cate to the reader. The ftorm is blown over, and the tale that threa- 
tened fueh tragical circumftances, is brought to an happy conclu- 
fion. But if any charaQ:er in this work has fecured the affedtion 
of the reader, he will not refufe a figh to its unworthy deffiny. If 
the work itfelf has interefted his paffions, he will greedily peruie 
a fupplement, that promifes further food for his curiofity. The 
letter is from Mr. Hammond, one of the number of the unlucky 
fobjefts of th^fe adventures, who has poflefTed refolution enough 
to hazard the dangers of an inhofpitable fhore, and to return to» 
India by the route of Egypt. I mean not to anticipate the rela- 
tion of a friend, but I ftiould do injuftice to my own feelings, were 
I to be filent on this melancholy occasion; 

And here let me advife the fufceptible reader to clbfe the volume. 
The ingratitude of mankind is too frequent, to difturb the Phi- 
lofopher's peace ; but the impreffion it makes on the unexperi- 
•need breaft, is. too deep, to be eafily erafed. But if he dare the 
conflift, and prefer to mingle his generous concern with mine,, 
kt him refleft on the crown of glory which awaits the virtuous 
dead ! Let him, with me, weigh the unimportance of the track, 
by which the foul is led to the regions of immortality; and while 
we embalm the monarch's memory with an unfeigned, tear,, let us 

hope 
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hope that our latter prayers may be as acceptable to the Deity, 
as our latter moments may be more propitious than thofe of the 
great Ifman Abu Ally ! Unbroken be the reed which moans 
thy lofs, rich pearl of Araby ! Sweet fmelling like the gums of 
Aden's vale, to heaven afcend thy precious fpirit ! 

** Grand Cairo, 20th Auguft, 1779. 

^* I cannot avoid giving you a letter from a place that was once 
** fo defirable an objeft to us, however reverfed it has been to me 
^* a iecond time. I arrived here the 1 5th July laft, after a very 
^ pleaiant paflage from Venice, and was preparing, with my 
^' fellow-travellers, to fet out for Suez on the 28di, when, on 
:*' that morning, Mr. Moore, the owner of our vcffel, was made 
f^ a prifoneTi and detained till four days ago, in con&quence of 
^' his fliip, with another at Suez, having been treacheroufty 
** feizcd by the orders of tbis government. The (hips have finci 
*' been rdeafed, and the people arc gone to Suez to take poflef- 
'^ iion of them ^^^ain; which we only ynnt to hear of, to enable 
•^ us to fet forward. This extiaordinary manoeuvre, on the part 
** of ihts government, was owing to an Englifh caravan having 
^* been plundered in crofGng the defart from Suez to Cairo> and 
^^ many unfortunate Europeans having perifhed in the defart. 
** The government, upon this, contrived the means of feizing the 
'^ vefTels, and have made us enter into folencm engagements witli 
^^ them, that no hoftilities (hall be committed hereafter by the 
** Englifti, in confequence of that accident \ 

** The politics of this country have been a good deal changed 
^* fince we left it. It feems that foon after our departure from 
^* Cairo, Ibrahim Beg, and Morad Beg, were brought back into 
*' Cairo, accompanied by our old friend Ifinan Abu Allyi who 
** was with Mr. Baldwin, and made many enquiries after ¥i8. For 
*' this eflential fervice, the poor old man had his head tdken off 
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" by Morad Beg, about three weeks ago, who was at Ghinnah 
*-' in purfuit of Huflein Beg, one of Ifmaul Beg*s partizans !^ — 
*' Monfieur Chevalier, the late governor of Chandemagore, ar- 
** rived here a few days ago from Judda, hy the route of Cqfire. 
" He met wdth Morad Beg at Ghinnah, who gave him bis paff- 
** port, for his fafety down the river. 

** I hope to leave Cairo in about five days, attended by our old 
" fervant Ibrahim, who has been wife enough to marry here, and 
** is as completely fettled as he well can be, I have advifed him 
« to pufti ofFto India with us. As if I had not been fufficienriy 
** punifhed for m^yng a ftcond vifit to thi$ country. I have had 
« the addition of an epidemical fieknefs, which has raged here 
** with great violence, and, I believe, has extended to every Euro^ 
^ gean in the pkce," 
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THE 

APPENDIX. 



ODE TO THE DESART. 

Written an a Journey through the Dcfarts of Thebais, 

September 1777. 

THOU wafte ! from human fight retired. 
By nought cfteem'd, invoked, defir'd; 
Where ftony hill and fterile plain^ 
And evcr-fullcn filence reign * : 

Where nought is feen to cheer the eye, ' 
But ruflet earth and funny fky ; 
Nor tree nor herbage blefs the ground^' 
Nor aught to cherifh life is found. 

Save, where the deer, whom fears aflail. 
Shoots fuddenly athwart the vale^ 
If chance the found of [diftant feet 
Approach his lonefome, dark retreat. 

O J while thy fecrets I explore. 
And traverfe all thy regions o'er. 
The patient camel I beftride — 
May no ill hap his fteps betide I 

* ** And ever^mufiog nelancholy teigtu." Popb's £lti/a U Jhktrd, 

As 
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As on we prefs the burning foil. 
And through the. winding valley toil. 
Still lend fome hill's projefting height,. 
To (hield me from Sol's piercing fight. 

And (hould our fcrips of water fail,. 
And horrid thirft my lips aflail,. 
Then, then, thy fcanty drops impart, 
To renovate my fainting heart. 

Nor to thy toiling fon refufc 
The trufle's leaf, or berry's juice ; 
Thefe ftinted produdls pf the wafte. 
Luxurious ! let my camel tafte. 

At noontide heat, and midnight cold. 
Thy vengeful ftores of wrath with-hold : 
Nor bid the fudden whirlwind rife. 
To blend at once, hills, vales, and Ikies ! 

Dread caufe f too fubtile to define. 
Where horror ! danger ! ruin join ! 
Stop, ftop its peftilential breath. 
That 'whelms a caravan in death ! 

But chief, whence lies our daily track, 
O ! turn the roving * Arab back ; 
Who, tyger-like, infefts the way. 
And makes the traveller his prey. 

* The reader will have found that this wifli was not granted. We fell in with a 
party of wild Arabs, and, what was more extraordinary, on the very day that this 
Ode was written. This meeting, fo dreaded by us, was, in all probability, the 
caufe of our prefervation. Thefe foes to man, by an unexpected turn, became our 
friends. They were our guides when our people were at a lofs for the road ; they 
led us to the fprings, and fupplied us with food, when our water or provifion failed 
us. What an inconteftible evidence is this of the weaknefs of human opinions ! of. 
the vanity of human wiibcs I 
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As erft the fons of Ifrael floA 
From Pharaoh's mgn aid N3as' bcd» 
Here manna fell by God's comiDand, 
And water foUow'd MoAs' wand : 

So may old Nilus pafling nigh, 
A porticm of his floods iUpply $ 
Invite the nei^b'ring {>eafant'8 tod. 
To cultivate thine alter'd fbiL 

So be thy hills with verdure fpread^ 
And trees adorn each naked head ; 
So in the thirfly vales below, 
Difcover'd fprings be taught to ftow. 

So, teeming with iieglefted vfcins. 
Thy marble pay the fculptor's pains ; 
Who, emulous of Grecian tafte. 
May give an Athens to the wafte ) 

And on thy fiirthell Tandy fliore. 
Which hears the Red-fea's billows toat. 
May Commerce fmile, her fails unfold^ 
And change thine iron age to gold ! 



ODE 



I. J97 J 



ODE TO THE NILE- 

Written during a Voyage down tiiat River. 
S^xtember, 1777. 



IMMORTAL ftrtam! whom Afric kads 
Through barren pdams and verdant meads; 
Now flaming o'er the Nubian fands. 
Now laving Egyft's cuitar'd Jands ; 

To mark where fii4: thou ireurt'ft the gak» 
The poet's ftretch pf thou^t might fail : 
Might heroes ihudder to behcdd 
The wonders which thy xJepths unfold* 

O ! place me onlhy gentle tide; 
When firft it leaves its fountain wide ; 
'Till, threatening on the Cat'ra6l's brow^ 
It rufhes to the world below. 

Here, as the joylefs wild we trace. 
Where Nature ihrouds her beauteous face^ 
The Oftrich— child of want and gloom ! 
Dips in thy wave his filver plume. 
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Now, lurking on thy fedgy fhores. 
The Crocodile his prey explores. 
Hark ! 'tis a virgin's fliriek* — thy flood 
She fought — to color with her blood ! 

No arms the monfter can appal— 
Bounds from his fcales th' unerring balL 
Lo! to avenge a mother's tears. 
The Hippopotamus appears! 

Now Death aflumes his grimmefl: form^ 
Thy troubled furface owns the ftorm^ 
Like warring veffels, on they move 
Their mortal rage and force to prove t 

O ! hafte we from this conflift dire> 
And to thy fairer fcenes retire; 
Where, fwelling o'er thy native ttrand. 
Thy waters fatten all the land; 

Where on the wide expanfe are feen. 
The tufted grove and ifland green : 
The minaret,, that to w'rs. above,. 
The haram — prifon gay of love I 

As Pleafure, Commerce, fpread the faiU ^ 
A thoufand gallies catch the gale : 
Their oars a thoufand gallies ply, 
Whofe pomp refulgent ftrikes the eye. 

*• This alludes to a circumftance which happened juft before the author came ta^ 
the Nile, and which the reader will find in<<)age 259 of this work. The frequent 
combats between the River-horfe and Crocodile, in which the former is generally 
viilorigus, are too well known to need a comj^nt*. 
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Now bear me down thy wcftcrn arm. 
Where Delta.looks one cultured farm ; 
By ruin'd cities, nodding towers. 
And hide me in Rofetto's bowers. 

Hail (hades ! who give fttch charms to view. 
As ne'er Alcinous* gardens knew ; 
While bloffoms here their fwcets unfold, 
Bow'd 15 Uic tr^A with fruit of gold. 

And thou fam'd ftream ! what tho* no more 
The world's emporium as of yore ; 
Tho' graced not with the Roman name. 
Thy realm contending factions claim: 

A Pharaoh's, daughter erft was thine. 
Whom pity touch'd with cares divine. 
As fhe the prophet chanc'd to note 
While in his ozier-bark afloat. 

Thou knew'ft a Cleopatra's reign. 
Who number'd viftors in her train i, 
A Julius, led by glory's ray; 
An Anthony— to love a prey ! 

A Ptolemy o£ learn'd renown. 
And great Sefoftris wore thy crown; 
Thine, Memphis ! crufli'd by adverfe "fates. 
And Thebes— that op'd an hundred gates I 



And 



And ftill (halt tiiou our homage. kecp» 
While fea-girt Pharos awes the deepi 
While left for ages to admire. 
Thy pyramids to heaY*ii afpir« I 

While Plenty on thy banks is founds 
To feed the famifh'd nations rounds 
While Poets ftrive to fing in vain 
The wonders of thy vtaitikjtcwxl- ~ 
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